
 

       

The  Major William A. 

McTeer Camp No. 39, 

SUVCW proudly partici-

pated in the Ninth Annual 

Heritage Festival and Civil 

War Encampment held at 

the historic Thompson-

Brown House (pictured be-

low) in Maryville, TN. 

The property is the site of a 

Civil War skirmish 152 

years ago that was reenacted 

with vigor during the event on 

18 April 2015.  The day was 

filled with living history dem-

onstrations, great musical 

acts, and cannon fire every 

hour on the hour. 

At 4 p.m., Tennesseans were 

able to witness “Appomattox 

at Tennessee” which sought to 

re-enact as closely as possible 

the actual event.  The 

crowd was taken back in 

time 150 years with Gen-

eral Ulysses S. Grant ap-

pearing on the porch of 

the Thompson-Brown 

House and General 

Robert E. Lee arriving on 

his great steed Traveller.  

Steve Lundsberg and Jim 

Young portrayed the two 

generals. 

The Civil War Encamp-

ment started on Friday and 

continued through Sunday 

with a variety of very inter-

esting living history dem-

onstrations. 

  

EXTRA! EXTRA! EXTRA! 
READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 
Heritage Festival and Civil War 
Encmapment at the Thompson-

Brown House 
 
 

Calendar of    
Important Dates 

 April 30—May3, 
2015:  Blue & Gray 
Reunion & Freedom 
Jubilee, Knoxville, 
TN 

 May 25, 2015:  Me-
morial Day. 

 June 22, 2015:  Camp 
Quarterly Meeting. 

 August 15, 2015:  
ETHS History Fair, 
Krutch Park 

 August 20-23, 2015:  
SUVCW National 
Encampment, Rich-
mond, VA 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Moutaineers 
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Inside this issue: 

Preserving the 

memory of the 

Grand Army of 

the Republic and 

our Ancestors 

who Fought to 

Preserve the Un-

ion 1861-1865! 
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1 May 2015 will be  the  Blue and Gray Dinner at the Convention Center in downtown Knoxville, 

TN.  This event will begin at 6:30 PM.  This is a great opportunity to break out the uniform and dis-

play your medals proudly as the 2015 sesquicentennial event, the Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom 

Jubilee, kicks off into high gear. 

2 May 2015—On Saturday, our camp will man its tent for an all day Civil War Exposition in 

Krutch Park in downtown Knoxville, TN.  Events like this in this location have been fun for us in 

the past and it represents another opportunity for us to provide information and history about the 

Civil War and the SUVCW to interested attendees.  We will need as many brothers as possible to 

help man the tent in shifts. 

3 May 2015—On Sunday, our camp will present the re-dedication of the Sultana Monu-

ment at Mount Olive Cemetery on Old Knoxville Highway as we commemorate the 150th an-

niversary of the tragic sinking of the Sultana riverboat and the tremendous loss of life.  We need 

everyone to be a part of this event.  We will be performing the official SUVCW ritual with a 

color guard, rifles and bugler from a local high school ROTC group.  Norman  Shaw will present an 

educational program. JVC Steve Wallace’s brass group will be playing.  We hope to have descen-

dants from those who were on the Sultana on that fateful day attend the program.  The event starts 

at 2 p.m. and we will need help to set up earlier that day. 

25 May 2015—Memorial Day.   It is obligatory upon every Camp to participate in Memorial 

Day ceremonies, either with other patriotic organizations, or as Camps, in memory of the honored 

dead of our country.  Each member has a special obligation on and to Memorial Day. He shall use 

his influence in every possible manner for the proper and general observance of this day, that Me-

morial Day, instituted by the Grand Army of the Republic, shall ever be held sacred by the people 

of our country. 

<======== 

From the Veteran’s 

Memorial located at 

the Blount County 

Courthouse in Mary-

ville, TN. 
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 My latest read is The Smell of 

Battle, The Taste of Siege, A Sensory 

History of the Civil War by Mark M. 

Smith and I must say it was rather dis-

appointing.  The author states that he 

intends to “reveal the ways in which 

sensory experience shaped how the 

Civil War was lived,” but I found he 

mostly summarizes other writer’s sto-

ries about the war. He mainly focuses 

on four key occurrences, the events 

leading up to Fort Sumter, the first Bat-

tle of Bull Run, the siege of Vicksburg 

and the story behind the Confederate 

submarine the H. L. Hunley. I found 

the first three parts of this relatively 

short book, only 146 pages, to be re-

statements of material that I have read 

in more standard histories of the war 

while really failing at what it must have 

been like to smell a Civil War army or 

hearing the over powering sounds of a 

battle.  I always wondered what they 

did with all of the manure that the vari-

ous armies must have left behind.  I 

know this may sound rather graphic 

but again that is what the book’s title 

implied would be inside, possibly the 

editors at the Oxford University Press 

directed him away from the guts of the 

matter in fear of hurting the readers 

sensibilities?????  However the section 

on the Hunley was very informative 

possibly because I could relate some of 

the sensory stories to my own experi-

ences.  During the Vietnam War I vol-

unteered for a “special operation” and 

to ride aboard the S. S. Bonefish (582), 

which was a diesel submarine.  While I 

was only at sea for some fifty days, 

forty of which we spent submerged, I 

did get to experience the smell of the 

fuel oil that soon comes to permeate 

everything (cloths, bedding, skin, food, 

etc…), not being able to shower (they 

Message from the Camp Commander  

From the Book Rack—by Mike Downs 

our efforts coming up 1 May 

through 3 May 2015 will go a 

long way to show our commu-

nity how revitalized we are.  

See you at the Sultana event! 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loy-

alty, 

David McReynolds, Camp 

Commander 

 

Brothers: 

I would like to take one more 

opportunity to restate our 

goals for 2015: 

(1) to meet more frequently 

in order to provide more op-

portunities for our camp to 

bond as a cohesive working 

unit, (2) to include at least 

quarterly educational oppor-

tunities  open to the public in 

order to potentially attract  David McReynolds, 

Camp Commander 

used the enlisted men’s shower for 

food storage) and having to “hot 

rack” that is sharing your bed with 

your duty relief.  So when Dr. Smith 

describes the smell of sweat that the 

men’s bodies made, the cramped 

conditions and the stress they were 

under I am able to relate to my own 

personal memories.  But I should 

stress that the Hunley crew were real, 

and I do mean real submariners and 

I doubt if I would have ever volun-

teered for such dangerous duty.  An-

other weakness is that the maps are 

very difficult to read due to their tiny 

reproduction, they seldom are more 

than a third of the page and all of the 

illustrations are in black and white. 

The hard facts of The Smell 

of Battle, The Taste of Siege are that 

it is 146 pages long with another 35 

pages of footnotes, an annotated bib-

liography with a rather skimpy index.  

The book was published by the Ox-

ford University Press in 2015 and the 

list price is $27.95.  Overall I found 

the book to be somewhat of interest 

but if I had to give it a grade it would 

be a “C” with a high snooze factor. 

new members, (3) to select 

events in the East Tennes-

see area for camp partici-

pation and by promoting a 

few events encourage more 

camp participation, (4) to 

grow the camp by 10 new 

active members, and (5) to 

ensure camp participation 

in Department and Na-

tional activities. 

We have come a long way 

to meeting these goals and  
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McTeer Camp No. 39 at the Heritage Festival 
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More Images from the Thompson-
Brown House Re-enactment 
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Editor: 
David McReynolds 
4323 Near Shore Dr. 
Louisville, TN 37777 

SUVCW—MAJ. 
WM. A. MCTEER 
CAMP NO. 39 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary 

membership is available to a male descen-

dant over age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, 

marine or member of the Revenue Cutter 

Service between 12 April 1861 and 9 April 

1865.  You may either be a direct descendent 

or descended from a brother or sister of the 

person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men 

who do not have the ancestry to qualify for 

hereditary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships 

are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website 

(www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” 

tab and follow the directions to access and sub-

mit an application.  Be sure to include your in-

terest in our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp 

No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can message us on Facebook or just ex-

press your interest to any current SUVCW 

member.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Once you have submitted your application with 

an interest in our camp, you will be contacted 

by our Camp Secretary, Doug Fidler. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.  You may also 
access our camp website from 
our Facebook page. 
 

We are on the 

Web!!! 

To: 


