
 

       

The  Major William A. 

McTeer Camp No. 39, 

SUVCW will present the re-

dedication of the memorial 

to the Sultana steamboat 

tragedy on May 3,  2015 at 

2:00 PM at the Mount Olive 

Cemetery, 2500 Old Knox-

ville Highway, Knoxville, 

TN.   This event is part of 

the Tennessee Civil War 

Sesquicentennial Signature 

Event, the Blue and Gray 

Reunion and Jubilee taking 

place in Knoxville from 

April 30 through May 3, 2015.  

As written in the book THE 

SULTANA TRAGEDY:  Amer-

ica’s Greatest Maritime Disas-

ter by Jerry O. Potter: 

“A group of survivors in East 

Tennessee formed a Sultana 

survivor organization, which 

met every April 27th for years 

following the tragedy.  These 

men did not wait for the gov-

ernment to erect a monu-

ment.  On July 4, 1916, the 

Sultana monument was un-

veiled at the Mount Olive 

Cemetery, near Knoxville.  

The following words are 

chiseled into the stone face 

of the marker: ‘In memory 

of the men who were on the 

Sultana that was destroyed 

April 27, 1865, by explosion 

on the Mississippi River 

near Memphis, Tennessee.’  

On its sides and back are 

inscribed the names of the 

365 Tennesseans who had 

been aboard the steamer.” 

McTeer Camp to Present Sultana 
Monument Rededication 

Calendar of    
Important Dates 

 April 18, 2015:  Thompson
-Brown House Reenact-
ment, 1-6 pm  

 April 30—May3, 2015:  
Blue & Gray Reunion & 
Freedom Jubilee, Knox-
ville, TN 

 May 25, 2015:  Memorial 
Day. 

 June 22, 2015:  Camp 
Quarterly Meeting. 

 August 15, 2015:  ETHS 
History Fair, Krutch 
Park 

 August 20-23, 2015:  
SUVCW National En-
campment, Richmond, 
VA 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Moutaineers 
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18 April 2015—We will have our tent up on Saturday, April 18, for the Civil War Encampment at the 

Thompson Brown House which is across US 321 from Blount Memorial Hospital.  We will need brothers to 

man the tent from 1 pm to 6 pm and provide information about the SUVCW as well as relevant Blount 

County history.  Uniforms would be great but are never required.  JVC Steve Wallace’s brass group will play 

and at 4 pm there will be a reenactment of Lee’s surrender to Grant at Appomattox.  

Also on 1 May 2015 will be  the  Blue and Gray Dinner at the Convention Center in downtown Knoxville, 

TN.  This event will begin at 6:30 PM.  This is a great opportunity to break out the uniform and display your 

medals proudly as the 2015 sesquicentennial event, the Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom Jubilee, kicks off 

into high gear. 

2 May 2015—On Saturday, our camp will man its tent for an all day Civil War Exposition in Krutch Park in 

downtown Knoxville, TN.  Events like this in this location have been fun for us in the past and it represents 

another opportunity for us to provide information and history about the Civil War and the SUVCW to inter-

ested attendees.  We will need as many brothers as possible to help man the tent in shifts. 

3 May 2015—On Sunday, our camp will present the re-dedication of the Sultana Monument at 

Mount Olive Cemetery on Old Knoxville Highway as we commemorate the 150th anniversary of the 

tragic sinking of the Sultana riverboat and the tremendous loss of life.  We need everyone to be a part 

of this event.  We will be performing the official SUVCW ritual with a color guard, rifles and bugler from a 

local high school ROTC group.  Norman  Shaw will present an educational program. JVC Steve Wallace’s 

brass group will be playing.  We hope to have descendants from those who were on the Sultana on that fate-

ful day attend the program.  The event starts at 2 p.m. and we will need help to set up earlier that day. 

25 May 2015—Memorial Day.   It is obligatory upon every Camp to participate in Memorial Day cere-

monies, either with other patriotic organizations, or as Camps, in memory of the honored dead of our coun-

try.  Each member has a special obligation on and to Memorial Day. He shall use his influence in every pos-

sible manner for the proper and general observance of this day, that Memorial Day, instituted by the Grand 

Army of the Republic, shall ever be held sacred by the people of our country. 

<======== 

From the Veteran’s 

Memorial located at 

the Blount County 

Courthouse in Mary-

ville, TN. 
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 A brand new 

book out is The 

Lost Papers of 

Confederate 

General John 

Bell Hood by 

Stephen M. 

Hood. The Hood 

family has re-

vealed a rich 

cache of papers 

left by the Confederate General after his 

untimely death of yellow fever in 1879.  

The book is subdivided into several parts 

but the section I found to be most inter-

esting was the chapter devoted to his per-

sonal letters written to his wife.  They 

show a very humane individual struggling 

to support his wife and children while 

working with a failing life insurance cor-

poration in the post-Civil War South.  On 

the other hand, the same letters illustrate 

the mores of the period especially in the 

sense of viewing the New Orleans race 

riots through the eyes of an unrecon-

structed rebel. 

Much of the book deals with evi-

dence that supports the General’s point of 

view as he (ghost) wrote in his book, Ad-

vance and Retreat, about his exploits in 

the war.  There is a strong emphasis on 

firsthand accounts that supports Hood’s 

case that General Joseph Johnston lost 

25,000 men between the start of 

Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign and his as-

suming command of the Army of Tennes-

see in front of Atlanta. Additionally he 

also illustrates the support he had from 

Jefferson Davis for the disastrous Frank-

lin – Nashville invasion. 

The very first section of the book 

deals with the doctor’s report of his care 

after the General’s serious wounding at 

Chickamauga.  These reports very clearly 

illustrate that while morphine was used to 

ease Hood’s pain ,it certainly was not ad-

ministered in large enough doses to make 

him addicted to the substance and his 

doctor’s notes stress that long before re-

turning to duty he was no longer using 

any pain medication.  This ties in to the 

appendix to the book that traces the his-

tory of Hood’s so called laudanum addic-

tion to a few ill-chosen words by Wiley 

Sword and one or two other academics.  

Hopefully this material will put the legend 

of General Hood’s addiction to rest. 

I briefly mentioned in the first 

paragraph how his letters illustrated the 

mores of the post war South but I feel that 

another very interesting example appears 

in one of his prewar writings dealing with 

Message from the Camp Commander  

From the Book Rack—by Mike Downs 

are well on our way to meeting 

these goals after the first quar-

ter of the year.  We already 

have six new members , are 

meeting frequently and have 

more participation.  Let’s keep 

it up! 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loy-

alty, 

David McReynolds, Camp 

Commander 

 

Brothers: 

At our annual encampment 

last December, I laid out 5 

goals for 2015: 

(1) to meet more frequently 

in order to provide more op-

portunities for our camp to 

bond as a cohesive working 

unit, (2) to include at least 

quarterly educational oppor-

tunities  open to the public in 

order to potentially attract  David McReynolds, 

Camp Commander 

the thinking of a typical secessionist.  

While still an officer in the Second U. S. 

Cavalry, he wrote about how he would 

have to follow his home state if they 

chose to secede.  However his home 

state was Kentucky, which decided to 

stay loyal to the Union even though 

there were a large number of slaves 

within its borders.  Hood actually re-

turned to Kentucky and was offered a 

position in the state militia by its pro-

secession Governor, but Kentucky did 

not leave the Union and John Bell Hood 

simply decided to go shopping for a 

state government that would offer him a 

good position in the new Southern ar-

mies.  So here was a man that pro-

claimed his loyalty to his state, but 

when the people of the area chose to 

remain with the Union, the future Con-

federate Lieutenant General still de-

cided to bail. 

The hard facts of the book are that it is 

published by Savas Beatie in 2015, it is 

269 pages in length with an adequate 

bibliography, has a very good index and 

sells for $32.95.  The chapter footnotes 

all appear at the bottom of the page 

where they are referred and additionally 

Stephen Hood gives a short biographi-

cal sketch of the individuals that J. B. 

Hoods writes to and or refers to in his 

numerous letters.   

new members, (3) to select 

events in the East Tennes-

see area for camp partici-

pation and by promoting a 

few events encourage more 

camp participation, (4) to 

grow the camp by 10 new 

active members, and (5) to 

ensure camp participation 

in Department and Na-

tional activities. 

I am proud to report to 

you that I believe that we  
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Pictures from our Brothers and Events 

To the left is a picture of JVC 

Steve Wallace’s brass group, 

the “Craggy Top Brass”.  

They will be playing at our 

event  to re-dedicate the Sul-

tana Monument on May 3, 

2015.  We appreciate their 

willingness to play at many 

of our events.  In their reper-

toire are many examples of 

authentic Civil War era mu-

sic.  Members are Glenn 

Prager and Craig Valentine, 

trumpets; Steve Wallace, alto 

horn; Tarlton Atkinson, 

trombone; and Joe Baker, 

tuba and bass trombone. 

Above is a picture of two new brothers, Sam Wilson and 

Roy Gamble with Camp Commander David McReynolds 

at our quarterly meeting on March 22, 2015.  Sam and 

Roy were initiated at that meeting into membership in 

the SUVCW.  They are also both descended from veter-

ans who were on the Sultana that tragic day—April 27, Above is PCC George Lane in full cavalry uniform as 

would have been worn by our camp namesake, Ma-

jor William A. McTeer.   A dashing figure, don’t you 

think? 
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April 1865—The Great War is ending 
but hostilities remain 

We have celebrated this month the 150th anniversary of General Robert E. Lee’s surrender to 

General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia on April 9, 1865.  Most people look 

on this event as marking the end of the Civil War but there would be more fighting continuing in 

one way or another for more than a year—even after the surrender of General Joseph Johnston’s 

army in North Carolina at the end of the month. 

In fact, it wasn’t until 20 August 1866 that President Andrew Johnson signed a Proclamation de-

claring that peace, order, tranquility and civil authority now existed in and throughout the whole 

of the United States of America.   Of course, the end of hostilities was only the beginning of what 

would be a harsh period of reconstruction before the nation was truly united. 

The same is true of Knoxville and East Tennessee.  It can be said that the events of April 1865 

brought in the last phase of Knoxville’s own Civil War.  Knoxville was a divided city and the 

events of the war left a bad taste on both sides.  Most of the area around Knoxville was staunchly 

pro-Union from the beginning, but most of the wealthy families in Knoxville were pro-

Confederate.  While they had become Unionists by the time of Lincoln’s election for a second 

term in 1864, they would not be treated kindly at war’s end. 

Ironically, the end of the war did not bring peace but an escalation of violence around Knoxville.  

During the war itself, the town had been mercifully spared the brutal and intensely personal epi-

sodes of violence that had long plagued the upper reaches of East Tennessee, where both Rebel 

guerrillas and loyal Home Guards had struggled savagely for supremacy.  In the months following 

the surrender of the Confederate armies, bloody encounters frequently erupted, as the large num-

bers of returning Confederate and Union veterans combined with the presence of U. S. Colored 

Troops to create what became an explosive mixture. 

To the left is an image from the 

150th Sesquicentennial Event at 

Appomattox Court House, VA 

on 9 April 2015.  Source:  

www.washingtonpost.com 



 

National Organization News 

2015 National Encampment at Richmond, Virginia 

The Department of the Chesapeake invites you to Richmond, Virginia, for the 2015 National Encamp-

ment.  The Omni Hotel Richmond will serve as our headquarters from 20 August through 23 August.  

The Omni is at the center of Richmond’s financial, judicial, and legislative districts, blocks from State 

Capitol and just eight miles from Richmond International Airport.  The hotel is located in the historic 

Shockoe Slip district and is close to first class dining and entertainment venues.  The hotel has 361 guest 

rooms, a heated indoor pool and outdoor sun deck, 24-hour dining, full serve restaurant, ATM, business 

center, etc.  Reserve your room now by calling (800) 843-6664.   

NOTE: The block of rooms for Wednesday 19 August  is sold out and the hotel is not able to honor our 

$99.00 rate for any additional rooms on that date.  There are still many rooms available at our rate for 

Thursday through Saturday night, 20 – 22 August, but once we reach our block number for those dates, 

the hotel will in all likelihood not honor our rate for additional rooms.  Please make your reservations.   

Passing of Past Commander-in-Chief Richard Greenwalt  

Past Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Richard L. Greenwalt passed 

away on April 6, 2015 at the age of 87 years.   Richard Lee “Dick” Greenwalt was born February 1, 1928 to 

Truman and Dora (Allison) Greenwalt. His father was a veteran of World War I and during the Civil War 

his grandfather, Peter R. Greenwalt, served in Company I, 10th West Virginia Infantry.   Brother 

Greenwalt joined McClellan Camp No. 91, SUVCW in Alliance, Ohio in 1965. He was elected Camp Com-

mander in 1967, Commander of the Department of Ohio in 1968, and Commander of the Central Region 

Association of the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic in 1973. He served the SUVCW Na-

tional Organization as Patriotic Instructor, Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Senior Vice Commander-in-

Chief, and was finally elected Commander-in-Chief at the 97th Annual National Encampment held in 

Grand Rapids, Michigan on August 13-17, 1978. Brother Greenwalt joined the Sons of Veterans Reserve 

(SVR) in 1971.  

SUVCW Commander-in-chief Tad Campbell has ordered as part of Special General Order No. 5 that all 

Charters are to be draped in black for a period of thirty (30) days and that all brothers are respectfully di-

rected to attach a black mourning ribbon to their membership badge for a period of thirty (30) days.  

Passing of Three Real Sons 

Hilbert J. Gramelspacher, the son of Union Civil War veteran Joseph Gramelspacher, died on Febru-

ary 1, 2015 at the age of 95 years. Brother Gramelspacher was a member of U.S. Grant Camp No. 68 in the 

Department of Missouri.  

Luke Perkins Martin Jr, the son of Union Civil War veteran Luke Perkins Martin, Sr, died on January 

25, 2015 at the age of 97 years. Brother Luke was a member of North Carolina Union Volunteers Camp No. 

5.  

David Ordean Chase, the son of Union Civil War veteran Albert Stillman Chase, died on January 2, 

2015 at the age of 104 years. Brother David was a member of Gov. Isaacs Stevens Camp-at-Large No. 1 in 

the State of Washington. His father Albert was a private in Company H of the 6th Minnesota Infantry 

Regiment.  



 

To the right is a picture of the author, Brother Gary 

Burke, with National Commander-in-chief Tad Campbell 

taken at the 20th Encampment of the Department of Ten-

nessee which was held at Fort Negley on January 31, 

2015.  Brother Burke is Chaplain of the Fort Donelson 

Camp No. 62, Department of Tennessee, SUVCW. 



 

Page 8 

Editor: 
David McReynolds 
4323 Near Shore Dr. 
Louisville, TN 37777 

SUVCW—MAJ. 
WM. A. MCTEER 
CAMP NO. 39 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary 

membership is available to a male descen-

dant over age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, 

marine or member of the Revenue Cutter 

Service between 12 April 1861 and 9 April 

1865.  You may either be a direct descendent 

or descended from a brother or sister of the 

person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men 

who do not have the ancestry to qualify for 

hereditary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships 

are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website 

(www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” 

tab and follow the directions to access and sub-

mit an application.  Be sure to include your in-

terest in our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp 

No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can message us on Facebook or just ex-

press your interest to any current SUVCW 

member.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Once you have submitted your application with 

an interest in our camp, you will be contacted 

by our Camp Secretary, Doug Fidler. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.  You may also 
access our camp website from 
our Facebook page. 
 

We are on the 

Web!!! 

To: 


