
 

April and May are 
shaping up to be very 
busy months for our 
Camp.  So, it’s impor-
tant that we get as 
many as possible at 
our Camp Mess 
scheduled for Tues-
day,  12 April 2016, 
12:30 p.m. at Cal-
houn’s on the Creek 
Restaurant in Mary-
ville, Tennessee. 
 
Next on our calendar 
will be the Thompson
-Brown House Living 
History Days and Re-
enactment.  We have 
participated in this 
event every year, ex-
cept one, since our 
Camp was chartered 
in 2009.  We will set 
up our tent and infor-
mation table on Sat-
urday,  16 April 2016, 
and will man it from 
10 a.m. to about 4 
p.m.  Set up will be 
between 9 a.m. and 10 
a.m.  As always, we 
need volunteers to 
step up and fill out 

the schedule for the 
day.  With the Air 
Show taking place on 
the same day, it’s im-
possible to predict its 
impact on this event, 
but I think it will still 
be well attended.   
 
On 22-23 April 2016, 
the Sultana Descen-
dants Association will 
hold their annual re-
union in Knoxville,, 
Tennessee.  On Fri-
day, 22 April, we have 
the opportunity to set 
up an information ta-
ble in the Fellowship 
Hall at Mount Olive 
Baptist Church lo-
cated on Maryville 
Pike.  That night, 
starting at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs sanctuary 
of the Church, will be 
a time for singing, re-
flection, video pres-
entations and re-
membrance of those 
who died as a result 
of the Sultana trag-
edy.  On Saturday, 23 
April, starting at 3 

p.m. following a 
scheduled tour of 
Knoxville Civil War 
sites by the reunion 
participants, we will 
present a memorial 
ceremony com-
memorating the 
100the anniversary 
of the Sultana monu-
ment.  The monu-
ment was first dedi-
cated on 4 July 1916. 
 
On 21 May 2016, our 
camp will participate 
in a headstone dedi-
cation ceremony for 
Private James Cupp 
at the Pleasant Hill 
Methodist Church 
Cemetery in Mary-
ville.  Graves Regis-
tration Officer and 
JVC Richard Holmes 
has been active in his 
new roles this year. 
 
Finally, on 30 May 
2016, we will partici-
pate in Memorial 
Day activities at 
Knoxville National 
Cemetery in Knox-
ville, Tennessee. 
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The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
held its first quarterly meeting of 2016 on 20 March 2016 at the East Tennessee History Cen-
ter and Museum in Knoxville, Tennessee.   
 
Guests included Cindy and Rachel McReynolds of the Polly Toole Auxiliary No. 17.  We also 
had a guest at meeting’s end from the local chapter of the United Daughters of the Confeder-
acy who shared a history that included the 13th Tennessee Cavalry, USA, the regiment in 
which a number of McTeer camp ancestors served. 
 
The members listened to an educational program on “The Purpose of the SUVCW” that was 

presented by Camp Commander David McReynolds.   

Department Commander Mike Downs presented to CC David McReynolds a diploma certify-

ing completion of an extensive course curricula of the SUVCW Memorial University that is 

focused on the history of the organization and its constitution and bylaws.   He followed with 

a report summarizing the latest business of the Department, including the February 2016 

Department Encampment in Memphis.  Two committees were formed at that encampment.  

The first committee is to consider the possibility of a name change for the department.  The 

department’s official name is the “Department of Tennessee” although we usually include 

Mississippi and Alabama when we identify ourselves at SUVCW meetings.  The second com-

mittee is to examine the feasibility of the department to host a future national encampment 

including choosing a site and making application to the national organization as needed to 

meet impending deadlines. 

Texas resident James Renfro, cousin of Senior Vice Commander Max Renfro, was formally 

initiated into the Camp after joining last year.  We hope to see him in the future when he is in 

town visiting family. 

Secretary-Treasurer Doug Fidler gave his report to the group including the Camp’s current 

bank balance and near term expenditures.  CC David McReynolds noted that to properly pre-

sent the Camp’s July event commemorating the sesquicentennial of the readmission of Ten-

nessee to the Union on 24 July 1866, we may need to raise additional funds.   

To conclude our meeting, Brother Doug Fidler, discussed the charter of the new Camp to be 

formed in the United Kingdom.  Several members of our camp who live in the U.K. will 

transfer to this new camp and several members of our camp who live in the U.S.A. have ex-

pressed interest in being dual/charter members in the U.K. camp.  Our camp will support the 

new camp in every way to help it be successful.  The national SUVCW Commander-in-Chief 

Gene Mortoff will travel to the U.K. to present the camp with its charter.  Brother Doug 

Fidler will represent our camp. 

First Quarterly Meeting of 2016 Held at  
East Tennessee History Center 
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We had a good group attending our meeting.  L-R:  James Renfro, George Lane, Max 

Renfro, Norman Shaw, Michael Downs, Richard Holmes, David McReynolds (seated), Scott 

Alley, A. B. McTeer, Doug Fidler and Jason McTeer. 

DC Mike Downs present-
ing the diploma to CC 
David McReynolds certify-
ing completion of the 
SUVCW Memorial Univer-
sity curricula.  
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Dear Brothers, 
 
As many of you already know, I have been diagnosed with 

Stage IV metastatic prostate cancer that has spread to the 

bones.  This isn’t the first time I have faced a diagnosis of 

Stage IV cancer—the first time was melanoma in 2009.  So, 

I’ve already shown that you can be a cancer survivor! 

 

I think the best way to fight cancer, or for that matter any 

disease, is to keep living your life.  I plan to continue to 

serve the Camp vigorously as its Commander and to con-

tinue to publish the monthly newsletter and to serve as 

web master of our web site.  And I will still continue to 

meet my responsibilities at the Department and National 

Level.  Never any “quit” in me! 

 

I look forward to working with all of you to continue to 

make the McTeer Camp the very best of the SUVCW.  We have sponsored many events and have pio-

neered the development of the very first SUVCW overseas Camp through the work of Brother Doug 

Fidler, PDC.  I think that his own “never give up” spirit is to be admired. 

 

Our Camp will be very busy in April and May and we will need to continue to plan our event to take 

place on 24 July 2016 to commemorate the sesquicentennial of the readmission of Tennessee to the Un-

ion.  To make our July event truly special, we will likely need to do a little fundraising.  Two things we 

would like to have are a commemorative medal and a keepsake program.  The program will have adver-

tising space that could be the foundation of our fundraising. 

 

See you at the Camp Mess at Calhoun’s in Maryville on 12 April 2016!! 

 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

David McReynolds 

 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 

From the Commander 
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Interested in joining? 
 

For more information, just visit our web site at www.mcteer39.org or the national 

web site at www.suvcw.org. 

 
Also see the information on the back page of this newsletter.  Or, you may contact us directly.  
Here are two people who would be very happy to help you.                    
 
 
 
 

Camp Commander David McReynolds 
4323 Near Shore Drive 

 Louisville, TN 37777 
 (865) 981-2854 

mcreyscope@aol.com   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Secretary/Treasurer Doug Fidler  
4033 Cave Mill Road  
Maryville, TN 37804-3181  
(865) 681-4717  
dkfidler@charter.net   

 
 
 



 

A few weeks ago I reviewed a 

book by Edward J. Bonekemper 

where I roundly criticized him 

for building up the reputation of 

U. S. Grant way out of proper 

proportion.  Almost in answer to 

this I recently found a book 

written by Joseph A. Rose titled 

Grant Under Fire – An Expose 

of Generalship & Character in 

the American Civil War that of-

fers an in depth study of the 

General’s life and is often very, 

very critical of his actions and 

motives. It took the writer al-

most twelve years to write this 

tome but I feel it is a much 

needed critical evaluation of 

Grant and should rank as a 

MUST READ for every student 

of our Civil War.  However, the 

book is not only about the war 

period, but also includes mate-

rial from the General’s early 

military career through his 

Presidency and into his retire-

ment years.  

 

The research put into the study 

was truly prodigious, with the 

writer actually setting up a 

spread sheet in order to refer 

back to all of the references he 

uncovered on any topic.  There 

are over 100 pages of footnotes 

with another 37 pages of bibli-

ography; and yes, I read every 

footnote, and when I had the 

material available I checked the 

reference that the author used.   

 

With the “Official Record” (OR) 

available online, the reader can 

also check these references very 

readily, which I also did and all 

of them checked out. If you 

want to find out how he be-

came a Brigadier General with-

out ever having seen a rebel in 

uniform, this is the place to 

look (hint, think Illinois politi-

cal influence), or if you are in-

terested in his “binge drinking” 

and border line alcoholism he 

suffered from, all of the evi-

dence is put under a micro-

scope and evaluated in detail. 

Or if your interest lies in why 

he disliked Generals Rose-

crans, Wallace and McCler-

nand so much, this is the 

place to obtain the low down, 

and if you want to see how 

the “West Point clique” 

worked, go no further be-

cause this topic is also well 

developed.  

 

The key to the entire book is 

chapter seventeen, the 

“Conclusion,” where he draws 

all the material together and 

arrives at what I feel is a very 

good point; that U. S. Grant 

was indeed a very fallible hu-

man.  He lied, plotted and 

was in many ways a weak, 

vain and corrupted individ-

ual, BUT at least during the 

Civil War, he was better mili-

tarily than anyone the Con-

federacy could put against 

him.   

 

There were other individuals, 

both North and South, who 

had much higher moral stan-
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dards, and some who were probably better Generals, but he had the winning combination of political 

pull, the strong support of the West Point fraternity, and the military ruthlessness to be the winner.  

Many readers will probably hesitate in picking this book up simply for its length and/or for the au-

thor’s expose style of writing, but I feel it is probably one of the most important studies to come out 

about Grant since William S. McFeely wrote Grant – A Biography (1981), and is well worth the read. 

 

The hard facts of the book are that it is 621 pages long with footnotes and an excellent bibliography 

adding another 143 pages.  The footnotes are made easier to use by having the page numbers that 

they are referring to at the top.  Also included is an excellent index.  Grant Under Fire is published 

by Alderhanna Publishing of New York and was released in 2015 at a cost of around $40.00.  I pur-

chased my copy through Amazon soon after reading a review of it that was posted by the Civil War 

News in their March, 2016 issue.   

 

Needless to say, this is proving to be a very controversial book within the Civil War community with 

many pro-Grant historians having a “snit fit” about it.  But, I found a very interesting interview of 

the author at https://bullrunnings.wordpress.com/2015/10/11/interview-joseph-a-rose-grant-under

-fire/ that aids the reader in understanding the motive for the study.  This is well worth the time 

spent reading and I encourage all to take a look at the book because it is so very important to our un-

derstanding of the Civil War.   

 

As usual if someone would like to borrow it, please ask! 

 

***** 

From the Book Rack—continued from page 6 

Creation of Ensign John Davis Camp No. 10 in the  
United Kingdom Well Underway 

 
As was reported by Secretary-Treasurer Doug Fidler at our March Quarterly Meeting, the 

charter for the first SUVCW Camp overseas has been granted to the Ensign John Davis Camp 

No. 10 in London, England.  Brother Fidler will join National Commander-in-Chief Gene Mor-

torff to present the charter on 23 July 2016 at Nunhead Cemetery, Linden Grove, London.   

 

Nine member of the McTeer Camp who live in the U.K. will be transferred to the Davis Camp.  

In addition, six members of the McTeer Camp who live in the U.S. have indicated that they will 

join the new camp as Dual Members.  We are very excited to monitor the progress of the 

SUVCW’s new initiative to permit  Camps on foreign soil.  And we are proud to be the first 

Camp participating in this process! 

https://bullrunnings.wordpress.com/2015/10/11/interview-joseph-a-rose-grant-under-fire/
https://bullrunnings.wordpress.com/2015/10/11/interview-joseph-a-rose-grant-under-fire/
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Eleventh in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 

Private Andrew Evans  
Company C, 6th Tennessee Infantry 

 
Something a little different this month in this series.  Instead of a biography of a member an-

cestor, we are reviewing the history of a union soldier that we discovered buried in Mount 

Olive Baptist Church Cemetery during our recent cleaning of the Sultana Memorial.  This Un-

ion veteran is Private Andrew Evans of Company C, 6th Tennessee Infantry, USA. 

 

Records show that Evans was enrolled 18 April 1862 by Rufus M. Bennett for a term of 3 years 

in Knox County, Tennessee.  The unit was mustered in at Camp Spears, Whitley County, Ken-

tucky on 23 April 1862 and was mustered out on 27 April 1865 in Nashville. 

 

At his enlistment, he was 26 years old, 5 feet 10 inches tall, with dark complexion, blue eyes 

and dark hair.  His occupation was listed as “farmer”. 

 

The 6th Tennessee Infantry Regiment was involved in many major engagements of the war:  

the Cumberland Gap Campaign, the Battle of Resaca, the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, the 

Siege of Atlanta, the Battle of Jonesboro, the Battle of Spring Hill, the Second Battle of Frank-

lin, the Battle of Nashville and the Carolinas Campaign. 

 

Field officers included Colonel Joseph A. Cooper (later Brigadier General), Lieutenant Colonel 

Edward Maynard, and Majors William C. Pickens and Alexander Marion Gamble. 

 

Andrew Evans was born in Blount County, Tennessee in December 1835, the son of John and 

Margaret Evans.  On 30 April 1857, he married Rebecca A. Wilhite of nearby Knox County and 

established his residence there.  His first child, a daughter Laurinda, was born in 1862, shortly 

before his enlistment in the Union army.  He had five more children who were born after the 

war:  John Alexander (b. 1866), Samuel M. (b. 1868), Joanna (b. 1872), Richard C. (b. 1876), 

and Martha C. (b. 1878).  He died on 17 January 1903 in Knox County, Tennessee and, as we 

discovered, is buried in the Mount Olive Baptist Church Cemetery. 
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Above is Private Evans’ headstone in the Mount Olive Baptist Church Ceme-

tery.  Our camp plans to clean this stone and offer a memorial dedication 

service sometime this Summer or Fall.  Watch our Calendar for date and 

time. 
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Continued on Page 11 ===> 

Founded in Decatur, Illinois on April 6, 1866 by Benjamin F. 

Stephenson, membership was limited to honorably discharged 

veterans of the Union Army, Navy, Marine Corps or the Revenue 

Cutter Service who had served between April 12, 1861 and April 

9, 1865. The community level organization was called a “Post” 

and each was numbered consecutively within each department. 

Most Posts also had a name and the rules for naming Posts in-

cluded the requirement that the honored person be deceased 

and that no two Posts within the same Department could have 

the same name. The Departments generally consisted of the 

Posts within a state and, at the national level, the organization 

was operated by the elected “Commandery-in-Chief.” 

 

Post Commanders were elected as were the Junior and Senior 

Vice Commanders and the members of Council. Each member 

was voted into membership using the Masonic system of casting 

black or white balls (except that more than one black ball was required to reject a candidate 

for membership). When a candidate was rejected, that rejection was reported to the Depart-

ment which listed the rejection in general orders and those rejections were maintained in a 

“Black Book” at each Post meeting place. The meeting rituals and induction of members 

were similar to the Masonic rituals and have been handed down to the Sons of Union Veter-

ans of the Civil War. 

 

The official body of the Department was the annual Encampment, which was presided over 

by the elected Department Commander, Senior and Junior Vice Commanders and the Coun-

cil. Encampments were elaborate multi-day events which often included camping out, for-

mal dinners and memorial events. In later years the Department Encampments were often 

held in conjunction with the Encampments of the Allied Orders, including Camps of the 

Sons of Veterans Reserve, which at the time were quasi-military in nature, often listed as a 

150th Anniversary of the Founding of the 
Grand Army of the Republic 
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unit of the state militia or national guard. 

 

National Encampments of the Grand Army of the Republic were presided over by a Com-

mander-in-Chief who was elected in political events which rivaled national political party 

conventions. The Senior and Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief as well as the National Coun-

cil of Administration were also elected. 

 

The GAR founded soldiers’ homes, was active in relief work and in pension legislation. Five 

members were elected President of the United States and, for a time, it was impossible to be 

nominated on the Republican ticket without the endorsement of the GAR voting block. 

In 1868, Commander-in-Chief John A. Logan issued General Order No. 11 calling for all De-

partments and Posts to set aside the 30th of May as a day for remembering the sacrifices of 

fallen comrades, thereby beginning the celebration of Memorial Day. 

 

With membership limited strictly to “veterans of the late unpleasantness,” the GAR encour-

aged the formation of Allied Orders to aid them in its various works. Numerous male organi-

zations jousted for the backing of the GAR and the political battles became quite severe until 

the GAR finally endorsed the Sons of Veterans of the United States of America (later to be-

come the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War) as its heir. A similar, but less protracted, 

battle took place between the Women’s Relief Corps (WRC) and the Ladies of the Grand 

Army of the Republic (LGAR) for the title “official auxiliary to the GAR.” That battle was 

won by the WRC, which is the only Allied Order open to women who do not have an heredi-

tary ancestor who would have been eligible for the GAR. But in this case the LGAR retained 

its strength and was made one of the Allied Orders. 

 

Coming along a bit later, the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, similar to the 

SUVCW but for women, also earned the designation as an Allied Order of the GAR. Round-

ing out the list of Allied Orders is the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War, which is open to women with hereditary ties to a veteran or who is the spouse, sister or 

daughter of a member of the SUVCW. 

 

The final Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic was held in Indianapolis, Indiana 

in 1949 and the last member, Albert Woolson, died in 1956 at the age of 109 years.  

 

Source:  SUVCW National Web Site:  www.suvcw.org. 
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Sultana Descendents Association Annual Reunion 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

22—23 April 2016 
“The greatest maritime disaster in U.S. history.” 

 

Source:  http://www.knoxmercury.com/2015/04/29/knoxvilles-nearly-
forgotten-memorial-to-americas-deadliest-maritime-disaster-the-sultana/ 
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Schedule of Events 
 

Friday, 22 April 2016 
 
At Mount Olive Baptist Church, 2500 Maryville Pike, Knoxville, TN 37920. 
 
3:00 p.m.— The downstairs Fellowship Hall will be open to set up personal displays related to 
the Sultana story.  A time to mix and mingle.  We, the McTeer Camp, will be represented. 
 
7:00 p.m.—Upstairs sanctuary.  Short talks, video presentations, singing and music, an-
nouncements.  Planned to conclude between 9 and 10 p.m. 
 

Saturday, 23 April 2016 
 
8:00 a.m. to approximately 3 p.m.—Tour of Knoxville Civil War sites.   
 
Cost is $20.00 per person.  The coach bus will load and leave from the host hotel, the Holiday 
Inn—Cedar Bluff.  Among the stops will be two authentic fortifications, Fort Dickerson and Fort 
Higley; the Knoxville National Cemetery with the Union Monument; and the Confederate 
Cemetery with its monument. 
 
The Confederate Cemetery is owned by the Mabry-Hazen Foundation, a not-for-profit entity.  
The Mabry-Hazen House was built prior to the Civil War and has a rich history.  Depending on 
time, there may be a tour of the home.  Cost is $5.00 per person. 
 
3:00 p.m.—100th Anniversary Commemoration of the Sultana Memorial 
 
When the tour ends at the Mount Olive Baptist Church, there will be a special ceremony to com-
memorate the 100the anniversary of the beautiful Sultana monument and memorial.  The Sul-
tana monument was originally dedicated on 4 July 1916.  It was re-dedicated last year as part of 
the Tennessee State Sesquicentennial Event, the Blue and Gray Reunion and Freedom Jubilee.  
We, the Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39, SUVCW, (who did the re-dedication last year) 
will play a lead role in this year’s 100th anniversary celebration.  It should be a wonderful ex-
perience that includes a color guard, period music by the fife and drums of the 79th New York 
Highlander re-enactors, a firing salute and a solo medley by local historian, re-enactor and mu-
sician, William Beard. 
 
7:00 p.m. - 10 p.m.—Saturday evening banquet at the Bearden Banquet Hall.   
 
There will be a buffet style meal followed by singing, announcements and concluding with a 
moving candlelight memorial service.  Cost is $22.00 per person. 
 
For more information contact Norman Shaw at shawclan4@bellsouth.net 
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JVC and Graves Registration Officer Richard Holmes (3rd from left above) was once 
again at work remembering his Union Ancestors.  On Sunday, 10 April 2016, he installed 
the military marker for Richardson Mills at Little Toqua Cemetery in Ballplay, Tennes-
see.  Help was provided from 2nd great grandson Pryor Watson (far left), 4th great 
grandson and McTeer Junior Member Carter Holmes (2nd from left) and 3rd great 
granddaughter Kelly Holmes (far right).  Mills was killed by Rebel guerillas by order of 
Confederate General Vaughn. 
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Cleaning the Sultana Monument  
in Anticipation of its 100th Anniversary 

On 26 March 2016, several members of the McTeer Camp participated in a 
“cleaning” of the Sultana Memorial site at the Mount Olive Baptist Church Ceme-
tery in anticipation of the 100th anniversary celebration to take place on 23 April 
2016.  Roy Gamble volunteered the use of his power sprayer that helped im-
mensely on what we learned were very impressive pink stones/tiles around the 
memorial.  We were very careful with the pink marble of the memorial itself to 
preserve all of the names carved into it memorializing the Tennesseans who died 
on the Sultana. 
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Calendar of Important Events 

 
 
Camp Mess will continue to be the second Tuesday : 
 
We hold a monthly Camp Mess meeting on the second Tuesday of each 
month at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN, starting at 
12:30 p.m.  Our April meeting will be on 12 April 2016 and our May meet-
ing will be on  10 May 2016.  Please make every effort to attend. 
 
16 April 2016:  Thompson-Brown House Heritage Fest / Civil War Reen-
actment / Living History weekend!  We will set up our tent and information 
table.  And we will need volunteers to man the table from about 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.  We will set up between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
 
22-23 April 2016:  Sultana Descendant’s Association annual reunion at 
Mount Olive Baptist Church in Maryville.  We will celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the Sultana  monument with an appropriate ceremony in keeping 
with the traditions of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
 
21 May 2016:   Dedication of the marker for Private James Eugene Cupp, 
Company H, 2nd Tennessee Cavalry, USA at Pleasant Hill Methodist 
Church Cemetery in Maryville, Tennessee.  The 10th Tennessee is to fire the 
salute, a bugler will play “Taps” and boy scouts will serve as the Color 
Guard.  Shaping into a great event!  Our thanks to Graves Registration Offi-
cer and Junior Vice Commander Richard Holmes. 
 
30 May 2016:  Memorial Day activities at Knoxville National Cemetery. 
 
19 June 2016:  Second quarterly meeting of 2016!  We have planned a Fa-
ther’s Day program on fathers and sons who served together during the 
Civil War! 
 
24 July 2016:  150th anniversary of the re-admission of Tennessee to the 
Union.  We will conduct headstone and memorial re-dedications at Old 
Gray Cemetery including period music, re-enactors, speakers, and military 
ceremony.  We will then proceed to the Union Monument  at Knoxville Na-
tional Cemetery for a benediction in prayer and song. 
 
10—14 August 2016:  135th Encampment of the Grand Army of the Re-
public and its Allied Orders at Springfield, Illinois. 
 
30 September—1 October 2016:  Central Region Association of the Al-
lied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic Annual Meeting.  The first 
time that the Department of Tennessee has hosted.  Hotel arrangements 
have been made with the Comfort Inn in Franklin, TN.  Meetings will be 
held at Fort Negley in Nashville. 
 

Be sure to visit our Camp 
Web Site at  
 
www.mcteer39.org.   
 
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for new events or 
for changes in time or 
place! 

 
Reminder! 
 
Try to keep your weekends 
free as we will need volun-
teers to help us do headstone 
dedications and cleanings 
throughout the year.   
 

 
National Notes! 
 
The Abraham Lincoln Hilton 
Hotel is now accepting reser-
vations for the 2016  En-
campment in Springfield, IL.  
The direct number to the ho-
tel is 217-544-8800 and the 
National Reservation phone 
number is 866-788-1860.  
The rate is $106.00 not in-
cluding taxes.  

tel:217-544-8800
tel:866-788-1860
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
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MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


