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     This year our National 

Encampment was held in 

Atlanta at the most com-

fortable and reasonably 

priced Hilton Atlanta/

Marietta Hotel & Confer-

ence Center, with the 

Tennessee/Alabama De-

partment well repre-

sented with a total of ten 

members in attendance.  

     The Atlanta area has 

numerous Civil War bat-

tlefield and related sites. 

For those individuals who 

wanted to avail them-

selves, there were several 

tours you could sign up 

for.  But if you just 

wanted to go for a walk , 

there was a Confederate 

cemetery just across the 

road.  

     During the war, the 

hotel site was used as a 

Union hospital and in the 

lobby you could find a 

Civil War era bronze, 

eight pounder and some 

rather interesting murals.  

     We arrived Thursday 

afternoon and after a 

smooth check-in, my wife 

and I went out to explore 

the area and locate a good 

restaurant where I had my 

first buffalo burger.  

     Friday morning found us 

in our first business session 

where, after we welcomed 

the ladies from the Allied 

Orders, we heard all of the 

reports from the numerous 

officers.   

     After a good lunch in the 

hotel dining room , the real 

business began with several 

controversial discussions 

concerning dual member-

ship dues, report filing 

deadlines and budget re-

lated matters.  

     Also that evening we at-

tended the “campfire” ses-

sion where the National 

Commander is presented a 

small gift from each of the 

departments that are pre-

sent.  

     During this session, 

there was also a very inter-

esting presentation by the 

host department about the 

history of the area.  

     That evening we also 

took in the Marietta 

Diner for dinner and I 

must say we had an excel-

lent meal and a dessert to 

die for and I really mean 

to die for.  If you are ever 

in the Atlanta this water-

ing hole is a MUST SEE; 

but, don’t eat for a day or 

so before you head that 

way.  

     During the Saturday 

morning session ,we com-

pleted the business end of 

the encampment and fin-

ished the day selecting 

new officers for the forth-

coming year with Tad 

Campbell moving up to 

the National Commander 

position for the 2014/15 

year.  

     Saturday night, the 

regularly scheduled ban-

quet was held that honors 

the outgoing and incom-

ing National Officers with 

a special guest speaker, 

usually the head of the 

Sons of Confederate Vet-

erans.  
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Calendar of Im-
portant Dates 

 October 10-12, 2014;  Bat-
tle of Blountville 

 November 9, 2014:  Fort 
Dickerson Living History 
Weekend, Knoxville, TN 

 November 2014:  Annual 
Encampment of McTeer 
Camp No. 39, Date and 
Time to be announced. 

 January 31, 2015:  Depart-
ment of Tennessee En-
campment 

 April 30—May3, 2015:  
Blue & Gray Reunion & 
Freedom Jubilee, Knox-
ville, TN 
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     We chose to skip this portion of the en-

campment and instead visited the Na-

tional Cemetery so that we could honor, in 

our own way, those military personnel that 

made the ultimate sacrifice so that the liv-

ing could have the freedom we enjoy in our 

United States.  

     After a Church service Sunday morning ,we 

headed for home with a nice drive through 

northwestern Georgia with a quick stop in Dal-

ton to check out a coin show and after another 

brief stop at McKay’s book store in Chatta-

nooga . We arrived back at our home on 

the north side of Knoxville at little after 5 

PM.  

     If you have never been to an encamp-

ment I would encourage you to attend one 

just to see how our organization is run on 

the business end.  

     Yes ,some of the meetings were rather 

tedious; but it all leads to a better under-

standing of who and what we  are.  

***** 

 

 

 

The 2015 National Encamp-

ment will be held in Rich-

mond, Virginia on August 

20th through the 23rd at the 

Richmond Omni 

Hotel. 

statue in the Blount County courthouse.    

     The fire spread uncontrolled and de-
stroyed much of the town but not the 
courthouse.  

     Maryville and Blount County, influ-
enced by strong anti-slavery Quakers, 
voted decisively against secession in 
1861. 

     Maryville was rebuilt after the war, 
with much help coming from Union sol-
diers who returned after Appomattox. 

     Fighting touched Maryville, the county 
seat for Blount County, on August 21,  
1864 when Confederate cavalrymen at-
tacked a detachment of Union cavalry 
there.  

     The Confederates,  in an attempt to 
dislodge the federal soldiers, set fire to 
several buildings, including a store where 
the city's records were being kept.  

     Polly Toole, an African-
American slave, rescued most of the re-
cords.   In 1994, she was honored by a 
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“The Confederates, 

in an attempt to 

dislodge the federal 

soldiers, set fire to 

several buildings, 

including a store 

where the city’s 

records were being 

kept.” 

Past Department Commander Charles 

Engles receiving the  Colonel Horace 

Porter Medal  and other tokens of ap-

preciation for his long and dedicated 

support to the SUVCW Charitable 

Foundation. 
Ribbon with Delegate's medal 

from the 133rd National En-

campment. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery
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     The Eighth An-

nual History Fair, 

presented by the 

East Tennessee His-

torical Society, was 

held Saturday, Au-

gust 15, 2014 at 

Krutch Park in 

downtown Knox-

ville, TN.   

     For the second 

year in a row, the 

Major William A. 

McTeer Camp No. 

39 of the Sons of 

Union Veterans of 

the Civil War partici-

pated with a booth, a 

brass band and an expert 

tour guide.  This tour guide 

is none other than our Camp 

Commander, George Lane.  

     The fair combines a lot of 

fun events mixed in with 

historical demonstrations, 

performances, book sign-

ings and tours.  At 3:30 

p.m. there was a com-

memoration celebrating 

the 150th anniversary of 

welcoming the 1st Ten-

nessee Infantry (Union) 

home after three 

war-weary years. 

     Knoxville and 

most of East Ten-

nessee was pro-

Union during the 

Civil War voting 

overwhelming not 

to secede.   

***** 

We wanted to find new ways 

to communicate to our 

membership and to hope-

fully create some excitement 

to build even greater atten-

dance at the events  in 

which our camp partici-

pates.  We also want it to be 

a vehicle whereby our mem-

bers can share  other infor-

This is the first edition of 

our camp newsletter—

McTeer’s Loyal Mountain-

eers!  Its birth came as a 

result of discussion between 

Mike Downs, our Senior 

Vice Commander , and my-

self at the recent National 

Encampment in Marietta, 

GA. 

mation that would be of 

interest to members and 

other readers.  So, if you 

have something that you 

want published, just let me 

(David McReynolds, Camp 

Treasurer and Newsletter 

Editor) know by Facebook  

post, e-mail or even snail 

mail.   Thanks. 

Message from the Camp Commander George Lane 

Eighth Annual East Tennessee History Fair 

Contribute to our New Camp Newsletter 
By David McReynolds, Camp Treasurer and Volunteer Newsletter Editor 

tended the National En-

campment in Marietta, GA.  

Our camp will have a booth 

October 10 thru 12 at the 

Battle of Blountville.  This 

will be our first foray into 

upper East Tennessee and 

we hope to entice some new 

members to our Camp.  No-

vember 9 is the date for the 

Battle of Fort Dickerson in 

Knoxville.  We will have our 

Tent and I will be cooking Sat-

urday night dinner of Red 

Beans and Rice with  Fried 

Cornbread for all.  Elections 

will be in November.  Details 

to follow. 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loy-

alty, George Lane 

Greetings:   

Steve Wallace, Jr. Camp 

Commander, and I held forth 

at the East Tennessee His-

tory Fair with a booth that 

offered information  about 

our camp and the SUVCW.  

We obtained several new 

prospects for membership.  

Four camp members at-

Union re-enactors at the East 
Tennessee History Fair in down-
town Knoxville, TN. 

Steve Wallace, Junior Vice Com-

mander of the McTeer Camp, 

with his Craggy Brass Band, 

playing patriotic and civil war 

tunes in front  of our booth at 

the East Tennessee History Fair. 

George Lane, Camp 

Commander 



 

Editor: 
David McReynolds 
4323 Near Shore Dr. 
Louisville, TN 37777 

SUVCW—MAJ. 
WM. A. MCTEER 
CAMP NO. 39 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is 

available to a male descendant of a Union soldier, sailor, 

marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 

12 April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct 

descendent or descended from a brother or sister of the 

person who served.  You must have a clean criminal record 

and you or your ancestor 

must not have borne arms against the USA 

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the 

ancestry to qualify for hereditary membership. 

 Simply go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the 

“Membership” tab and follow the directions to access and sub-

mit an application.  Be sure to include 

your interest in our camp—Maj. Wm. A. 

McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of 

Tennessee. 

 Or, you can message us on Face-

book or just  express your interest to 

any current SUVCW member.  They will 

be glad to help you. 

 Once you have submitted 

your application with an interest 

in our camp, you will be contacted 

by our Camp Secretary, Doug 

Fidler. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.  You may also 
access our camp website from 
our Facebook page. 
 

We are on the 

Web!!! 

To: 

Camp Officers for 

2013—2014  

 

Left-to-right, Chaplain Scott Alley PCC, Sr. Vice Commander 

Mike Downs PCC, Secretary Doug Fidler PDC,  Craig Taylor 

Brown PDC, Treasurer David McReynolds, Camp Com-

mander George Lane, Jr. Vice Commander Steve Wallace. 


