
 

The eighth annual East 
Tennessee Historical 
Society History Fair will 
take place Saturday, 
August 15, 2015 at 
Krutch Park in down-
town Knoxville, TN.  
Our camp has partici-
pated in this event at 
least five times and we 
look forward to even 
greater participation 
this year.   

 

As always, there is free 
admission all day with 
activities starting at 10 
a.m.  We will be setting 
up our table and tent 
beginning sometime 
between 9:00 and 9:30 
a.m. and plan to close 
down beginning about 4 
p.m.  We count on the 
volunteer time of our 
members who man our 
table and interact with 
the visitors to ensure 
success.  With so many 
people in attendance, it 
is one of the best re-
cruiting opportunities 
of the year.  We can not 
express our apprecia-
tion in enough ways for 
our volunteers. 

 

PCC George Lane will 
be involved in the Civil 
War bus tours and will 
be around our tent as 
he can.  George loves to 
talk and tell the stories 
of the history of East 
Tennessee and its fami-
lies.  After all, he’s re-
lated to most of them.  
There will also be trol-
ley tours and historic 
home tours. 

 

For the first time, the 
history fair will host a 
bare-handed, Civil War 
era base ball game .  
This event was very 
popular at the Blue and 
Gray Reunion and 
Freedom Jubilee back 
in May.  The double-
header will be held at 
World’s Fair Park be-
ginning at 12 Noon and 
the second game ex-
pected to start around 
2:30 p.m. 

 

This year will include a 
“History Hound Cos-
tume Contest” for dogs.   
It should be very inter-
esting to see the kind of 

creativity people come 
up with in dressing up 
their dogs.  That should 
be a howling good 
time! 

 

Also there will be a 
celebration of Davy 
Crockett’s birthday 
with the old man him-
self attending telling 
stories to set the his-
torical perspective.  
Food City is providing 
birthday cake and lem-
onade to make it a real 
party indeed. 

 

There will be living his-
tory demonstrations 
and many children’s 
activities.  A real family 
event that can include 
a little learning as well. 

 

Free parking is avail-
able in the city garages.  
The most convenient 
garage to the event is 
likely the Market 
Square garage that can 
be accessed from Wal-
nut Street.  A map is 
provided on the follow-
ing page.  
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
Ancestors who 
Fought to Pre-
serve the Union 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

East Tennessee History Day is 
August 15th! 
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Above is the 35-star United States flag that was the official flag of our great nation during 
some of the hardest fought battles of the Civil War from 1863-1865.  It was the official flag 
of our country when Lee surrendered at Appomattox.  No stars were ever deleted from our 
flag when the southern states declared secession.  We remained one great nation though bit-
terly divided over a range of issues and beliefs.  After the war, we came back together as one 
nation and healed our wounds.  Union and Confederate veterans led the way in this effort 
because of the great respect that each held for the other from their experiences on the bat-
tlefield.  Congress declared that veterans of both sides were veterans of service to the United 
States of America.  As the pledge ends we are truly and shall ever be: “One nation under 
God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all.” 

At least five brothers from the McTeer Camp will attend the  134th National Encampment of 
the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War in Richmond, VA from 20 August to 23 August 
2015..  They are Camp Commander David McReynolds, Department of Tennessee Com-
mander Michael Downs,  Camp Junior Vice Commander Stephen Wallace, Camp Secretary 
Doug Fidler, and Camp Treasurer Robert Wallace.  This level of participation is the highest 
in our Camp’s history.  Certainly we will have lots of news to report upon our return! 
 
If there is still more interest in attending the Encampment, please visit the national website 
at www.suvcw.org and look for the information on the encampment.  Registration should be 
made as soon as possible as well as reservations at the Omni Hotel in Richmond (host for 
the encampment) or other nearby hotels. 
 
We look forward to attending and on reporting back our personal experiences. 

On to Richmond! 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
I hope that you have all been enjoying your Summer.  It’s been a hot one 
but still one filled with lots of opportunities to learn and grow. 
 
I am so glad that we decided to institute the monthly Camp Mess meetings.  
I think they have been an overwhelming success and have provided so 
many opportunities for us to get to know each other even better. 
 
August is another one of those challenging months for our camp.  We will 
have Camp Mess on Tuesday, August 11th.  Then, the next Saturday, Au-
gust 15th, we will be participating in the 8th Annual East Tennessee His-

tory Fair sponsored by the East Tennessee Historical Society.  It is a great opportunity for our 
camp to be seen as active in our greater metropolitan Knoxville community and it has been one 
of the better recruiting opportunities for new members.  I so appreciate the time of the brothers 
who come and volunteer their time.  I know it’s hard to do but it’s truly appreciated. 
 
Five of us are going to the National Encampment in Richmond from August 20th to August 
23rd.  More than at any other time in our Camp’s history! 
 
And finally, we have another great quarterly educational meeting coming up  Monday, Septem-
ber 21st at Dead End BBQ.  Let’s set a record for attendance! 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 

At our Camp Mess meeting on 
Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at Cal-
houn’s on the Creek in Maryville, 
TN, we were honored to have some 
special visitors attend.  Brother 
Darwin Concon of the Sultana 
Camp No. 1 in Memphis, TN was in 
town  and able to join us but more 
importantly brought his lovely wife 
Adele with him.  The Department 
of Tennessee plans to have its An-
nual Encampment in Memphis on  
20 February 2016.  The Sultana 
camp will host the event.  Save the 
date on your calendars—I hear The 
Commisary is doing the catering. 

From the Commander 



 

 

I originally 

found Saving 

Savannah – 

the City and 

the Civil War 

by Jacqueline 

Jones while 

browsing in 

the McKay’s 

Used Books in 

Chattanooga and the title alone 

seemed interesting to me with my 

Civil War knowledge about the city 

rather thin at best. I was aware that 

Union forces had captured Savan-

nah at the end of Sherman’s march 

to the sea in December of 1864 

whereupon the General had sent 

the famous telegram to President 

Lincoln presenting the city to him 

as a Christmas gift but that was 

about all.  As it turned out not only 

is the book about Savannah during 

the Civil War but it actually starts 

with the founding of the city and 

the beginning of slavery in the 

area, through reconstruction and 

the “Jim Crow” years and into a 

discussion of the popular 1994 

book written by John Berendt, 

Midnight in the Garden of Good 

and Evil. I was not familiar with 

the writer so I did some on line re-

search and found that she is a Ph. 

D. who teaches at the University of 

Texas – Austin where she is chair 

of the history department and is 

the author of eight other non-

fiction books. 

 Of course the material di-

rectly related to the Civil War was 

of most interest to me and here 

Dr. Jones spends some time ex-

amining the role of Confederate 

General William Hardee’s deci-

sion to evacuate Savannah forcing 

the civilian Mayor, Richard Ar-

nold, to make a rather swift deci-

sion to surrender the city to the 

Union forces in order to avoid a 

siege. Numerous military person-

alities make their appearance dur-

ing this time including Jefferson 

C. Davis, O. O. Howard and Henry 

Slocum to name only a few. Of 

particular interest here is the dis-

cussion of Sherman’s issuance of 

Special Field Order No. 15 which 

set aside abandoned plantations 

to be used by freed Blacks to farm 

and led to the “40 acres and a 

mule” myth that so many freed-

man came to believe in. 

 However the heart of the 

book comes after the Union army 

had left the area and the disorder 

of reconstruction began.  With so 

many names of individuals, both 

Black and White, Democrats and 

Republican, members of the 

Freedmen’s Bureau, and the lead-

ers of the numerous churches, all 

tied to the struggle for survival of 

the entire population in the area 

you soon come to feel the utter 

sense of CHAOS that must have 

been the post war years.  From the 

evidence that Dr. Jones put forth 

there were very few individuals 

who actually believed in the equal-

ity of the races, including many of 

the so called “Black Republicans.” 

Out of the chaos there slowly 

emerged a white power struc-

ture that was committed to 

keeping the former slaves in a 

state secondary citizenship and 

which would not hesitate to use 

force whenever needed. She 

traces this pattern of racial dis-

crimination through the Civil 

Rights Years of the 1960’s up 

into the 21st century. 

 Saving Savannah is not 

an easy book to read and I must 

admit to nodding off with it on 

my chest on occasion, but when 

I came to understand that Sa-

vannah is used as a metaphor 

for the history of racial relations 

in the United States I related 

better to the value of the story 

that Dr. Jones tells. The book is 

410 pages long, with two inter-

esting appendixes added, and 

has 51 pages of academic style 

foot notes at the back of the 

book.  Additionally there is an 

excellent bibliography listing 

both primary, secondary and 

online sources and includes sev-

eral listings of interesting mate-

rial that have not been pub-

lished, and finally it has a very 

good index. As always you are 

welcomed to borrow it from me 

if you are interested in reading 

the book but I must warn you 

that it is well marked up with 

underlining and highlighting 

with numerous note that I have 

made in the margins. Enjoy the 

read. 

***** 
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Third in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 

The Union Ancestors of Patrick and Garrett 
Chapman 

The following two ancestor biographies are for two Union veterans from which Patrick M. 
Chapman and his son Garrett descend.  As you might remember, Garrett was the young Cub 
Scout who was initiated into junior membership at the Sultana event on 3 May 2015.   
 
The first biography is for Canada Hodge Rogers (1826—1893): 
 
Rogers lived in Speedwell, Claiborne County, TN.  He is Patrick’s 4th great grandfather and 
Garrett’s 5th great grandfather.  He was the 13th and last child of David and Mary Elizabeth 
“Polly” Lewis. He Married Nancy Malinda Vanbebber in 1846 at 20 years of age.  He enlisted 
into Company C of the 1st Regiment, East Tennessee Volunteer Infantry, on 9 Aug 1861 at age 
35. He and Nancy had 6 of their eventual 13 children at that time including our ancestor, Isaac, 
who was 5 years old. He entered the army in Tazewell, TN as an enlisted man with the rank of 
Sergeant, and was later promoted to 2nd Lieutenant on 5 Sep 1861. 
 
He served in Kentucky in the area of Barborsville and Somerset. He was  ”sick with fever” for a 
period of about 8 weeks and then joined his company just before the battle of Mill Springs.  By 
5 Nov 1862 he was “on detached service” from the company, meaning assignment away from 
one’s home unit.  It is unknown what Canada’s assignment was away from his unit. Possibili-
ties include spying, obtaining supplies or a variety of other potential assigned duties. Never-
theless, while he was separated from his unit, he was captured by a rebel command under Ma-
jor Montgomery and placed in a prison in Knoxville. He remained there about 8 months until 
June 1863 when he escaped by jumping from a window 15 feet off the ground.  By the end of 
June, he had rejoined his regiment in Lancaster , KY and served with them until 17 Sep 1864. 
 
A memo from Union General Carter to Union Major General Burnside 18 May 1863 called for 
action regarding Lt Rogers and another officer imprisoned with him. The memo conveyed that 
the two Union officers were imprisoned for life in irons and he called for the imprisonment of 
two rebel officers in irons until the release of Rogers and Captain Denton, the second prisoner. 
 

In 1885, at age 59, he filed for a Union Army Pension based on medical issues he believed were 
caused by exposure while a prisoner. In the winter of 1863 and 64,while with his company in 

Meigs County, he was attacked with “Rheumatism”.  In 1869, he became “ruptured”  because 

of weakness.  He stated that since his discharge, he had not able to do any “heavy or fatiguing 
labor” and since he was a farmer that work had to be done by others.  He died in 1893 at the 

age of 67. 

Continued on next page 
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The second biography is for James Houston Shelby (1844 – 1921): 
 
Shelby lived in Lost Creek, Union Co, TN and is Patrick’s 3rd great grandfather and 
Garrett’s 4th great grandfather.  James was the oldest of 10 children of John and Nancy 
Naomi Sheckels Shelby. He enlisted as a private in Company A, 2nd Regiment Tennessee 
Calvary.  He was 18 and he was described as being fair with blue eyes and light hair. He 
was 5’ 7” tall and a farmer.  He mustered in on 1 Aug 1862 in Jacksboro, TN.  He is shown 
in Murfreesboro, TN in 1862 and 63 and spent time in the USA Small Pox Hospital.  By 
Mar 1863, he was promoted to Corporal and by May 1865, he was in Vicksburg, MS.  
There, he was also hospitalized for a period. 
 
He married Virginia A Cassell in 1866 and they had 10 children with Great-Great Grand-
mother Nettie Naomi being the 9th.  Virginia died in 1902 and at age 60, in 1905, James 
married Eliza Butler.  James died of a stroke at age 76. 
 
Tradition holds that the Shelby’s of Union County descended from Evan Shelby, distin-
guished veteran of the Revolutionary War and brother of Isaac Shelby, first Governor of 
Kentucky.  However, the actual line of descent has not been verified past Samuel Shelby, 
the grandfather of James, despite DNA evidence linking descendants of Samuel to the well 
documented Shelby family.  The search continues for the missing links. 
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(Editor’s Note:  Being a member of the SUVCW is more than coming to meetings and attending 
local events.  Part of the responsibility includes the preservation of history.  The National Graves 
Registration Project is one part of meeting this responsibility.  You are encouraged to learn more 
about this project and become an active participant.) 
 
The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) National Graves Registration Project was 
established in 1996.  The goal of the SUVCW National Grave Registration Project is to locate the 
final resting places of all American Civil War (ACW) Veterans.  In order to complete the Project we 
will need, literally, an army of volunteers. Within the SUVCW; many Departments and Camps are 
currently working on the Project.  However, additional help from outside individuals and organiza-
tions is encouraged to assist with the project.  For instance, individual descendants of veterans can 
register their ancestor’s grave and organizations can adopt entire cemeteries to register.  Please 
note that even if you do not have a relative who served in the ACW, we still need your help.  
 
Since 1996, hundreds of dedicated people from within the SUVCW and outside have graciously de-
voted thousands of hours of their time and energy visiting cemeteries, recording, verifying, re-
searching and entering the final resting places of ACW veterans. From the beginning, one thing was 
missing - the means for the SUVCW and general public to search and view the results of our labor 
on the Internet. As the number of registrations grew, it was also apparent that, without knowledge 
of what was completed by others; duplication of effort was reaching an unacceptable level. There-
fore the National SUVCW decided to work on a database that could solve all of the problems that 
had come up; and the SUVCW National Graves Registration Database was born.  
 
This database was activated 22 February 2005. This will make all original registrations available for 
viewing by the general public, as well as allowing for new registrations to be entered through our 
online program. For the time being, submitters are only able to enter new grave registrations. Up-
dated or additional information concerning previously submitted registrations should be submitted 
to one of the National Graves Registration Submitter Assistants. Naturally, submissions for those 
without computer access or preferring not to use this tool will be accepted through regular mail or 
email by Department Graves Registration Officers.    
 
As with any project such as this, considerable computer and fieldwork will be needed to obtain the 
information that will eventually be placed into the National Database. Individuals who wish to as-
sist the SUVCW may obtain a Grave Registration packet . Each completed form will represent one 
ACW soldier's grave. Upon completion of the form you would then, if you haven’t already, “Create 
an Account”, once this is done and you have read the Instructional Booklet, you will be asked to 
take a short internet quiz (10 questions) which is designed to reinforce what you have read. Upon 
passing this one time quiz your username and password will be unlocked and you can begin to add 
your ancestor or veteran information into the National Graves Registration Database.  
 
The key to the success of the project will be based on how well the data is collected and recorded. 
Incomplete or improperly submitted Grave Registration Forms/Data can cause problems in the fu-
ture, which can include not being able to retrieve the veteran’s burial record. It is important that 
you ensure that all the available information is obtained and recorded as set forth in the Instruc-
tional Booklet before you enter your work into the National Graves Registration Database.  
 
(This information has been taken from the SUVCW National Graves Registration Database  
Instructional Booklet  which may be obtained on the SUVCW national website.) 

The SUVCW National Graves Registration Project 
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Calendar of Important Events 

Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at 
Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN starting at 12 
Noon.  We do most of our planning at these lunch meetings and 
they are a great opportunity to spend time together building 
upon the brotherhood of the order. 
 
August 20-23, 2015 - 
The Department of the Chesapeake will host the 2015 National 
Encampment in Richmond, VA. The Omni Hotel Richmond will 
serve as the headquarters. The Omni is at the center of Rich-
mond’s financial, judicial, and legislative districts and is located 
in the historic Shockoe Slip district where it is close to first class 
dining and entertainment venues. If you plan to go, reserve your 
room now by calling (800) 843-6664 or by booking online by fol-
lowing the  links provided at the SUVCW website.  Also on the 
website are the forms needed to pre-register ($10 prior to July 
31st), order banquet tickets and to order the commemorative 
medal.  Plans have been made for a bus tour to Appomattox and/
or Richmond area Civil War battlefield sites. 
 
September 21,  2015 - 
Quarterly meeting to be held at Dead End BBQ starting at 6:30 
PM with dinner for those who want it.  We will follow with an 
educational program presented by Dr. Aaron Astor, Associate 
Professor of History at Maryville College based on his new book, 
The Civil War Along Tennessee’s Cumberland Plateau.  After 
that, we will have a short business meeting. 
 
November 7, 2015 - 
We will hold our annual meeting on this football game away Sat-
urday at the East Tennessee History Center and Museum in 
downtown Knoxville in conjunction with the Lucinda Heatherly 
Tent #3 of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  
Tim Massey, member of the McTeer Camp, and noted historian 
will be the speaker. 
 

5 December 2015- 
Maryville Christmas Parade.  Our first parade needs to be 
really special.  Can’t wait!!  
 

Be sure and visit our 
Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for news of 
changes in time or 
place! 

We plan to continue our partici-
pation with the Fort Dickerson 
Living History Day on Saturday, 
November 21, 2015.  Above is a 
picture of CC David McReynolds 
taken at the event in 2013.  
George Lane will likely once 
again feed the re-enactors Satur-
day evening with his famous red 
beans and rice! 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it to us for consideration. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.   
 
Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


