
 

On a very hot July after-

noon, the members of 

the Major William A. 

McTeer Camp No. 39 

and Polly Toole Auxil-

iary No. 17 gathered at 

Old Gray Cemetery in 

Knoxville, TN to cele-

brate the sesquicenten-

nial of the readmission 

of Tennessee to the Un-

ion following the Civil 

War.  Tennessee was 

the last state to secede 

and was the first state to 

be readmitted, on July 

24, 1866.   

 

Some 100 guests were 

in attendance, as were 

members of Boy Scout 

Troop 800 of Maryville, 

who led the Parade of 

Colors and who also 

participated in the me-

morial rededication 

ceremony, along with re

-enactors from the 8th 

Tennessee Volunteer 

Infantry Re-enacting 

Group. 

 

The Old Gray Cemetery 

was established in 1850 

and is the home to 

many historical grave 

sites.  Luckily for the 

attendees, the cemetery 

is home to massive 

oaks and hackberry 

trees as well as a wide 

variety of other trees 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Republic and our 
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fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 
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Mountaineers 

Readmission Day 2016 is a 

Resounding Success! 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
Aug 2016 

Page 2 

 and vegetation that offered 

shade and protection from 

the hot sun.  These trees are 

living witnesses to the his-

tory of Knoxville since the 

mid-19th century when the 

area was an open pasture.  

   

The celebration was cen-

tered at the Memorial to 

William Gannaway 

Brownlow, also known as 

"the fighting parson."  He 

was a Tennessee senator, 

governor, and publisher. 

Born in Virginia, Brownlow 

joined the Methodist travel-

ing ministry at the age of 

21. After ten years of circuit 

riding, he married and set-

tled in Elizabethton, Ten-

nessee where he started the 

Elizabethton Whig. In 1849, 

he moved to Knoxville and 

began the publication of his 

Knoxville Whig and Inde-

pendent Journal.  

 

A fearless and vocal Union-

ist, he was arrested on 

charges of treason to the 

Confederacy in 1861 and his 

paper was suppressed.  Dur-

ing the Civil War, he lec-

tured throughout the North, 

and in 1865 and 1867 he 

was elected Governor of 

Tennessee, and in 1869 he 

was elected to the U.S. Sen-

ate.   

 

He returned to Knoxville 

and purchased interest in the 

Weekly Whig and Chronicle 

which he pursued with inter-

est until his death two years 

later in 1877.   

 

Without Brownlow’s deci-

sive and almost autocratic 

actions to provide Civil 

Rights to all Tennesseans, 

including the recently freed 

slaves, and to have the State 

Legislature pass the 13th and 

14th amendments to the 

Constitution, Tennessee’s 

relatively quick readmission 

to the Union would not have 

been possible. 

 

The Black Oak Brass Quin-

tet of Knoxville opened the 

program with a musical 

prelude consisting of “St. 

Patrick’s Day in the Morn-

ing” and “Big Thunder 

Quickstep.”  To the rousing 

melody of “The Battle Cry 

of Freedom,” Boy Scout 

Troop 800 led a Parade of 

Colors with the 8th Tennes-

see Volunteer Re-enactors.   

 

Commander David 

McReynolds of the McTeer 

Camp then led the audience 

in reciting the “Pledge of 

Allegiance”, followed by 

the Black Oak Brass Quintet 

playing the National An-

them.  Camp Chaplain 

George Lane Offered the 

opening prayer. 

 

There was some fun in sing-

ing the McTeer Camp Song, 

“We are the Sons,” and in a 

group sing-a-long of “When 

Johnny Comes Marching 
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Home.”  Also, Junior Mem-

ber Paddy Fitzsimons of-

fered an old Irish folk song, 

sung in Irish Gaelic, which 

would have been known by 

the many Irish troops who 

participated in the Civil 

War. 

 

The event featured three 

speeches.  First, Department 

Commander Michael 

Downs spoke of the sesqui-

centennial year of the Grand 

Army of the Republic and 

the many contributions it 

made to the politics of the 

last half of the 19th century 

and to its efforts to provide 

pensions and other benefits 

to the surviving veterans 

and also to veteran’s wid-

ows. 

 

Next, David McReynolds 

spoke about the meaning of 

Readmission Day and the 

contributions that William 

Brownlow made that al-

lowed Tennessee to be read-

mitted.  After his remarks, 

he presented two short 

Brownlow speeches to the 

audience; the first on his 

thoughts of the secessionists 

after his release from prison 

in 1862 and the second his 

thoughts about his beloved 

Union, which he placed far 

above the sectional disputes 

that had divided the nation. 

Following these speeches, 

Auxiliary Member Amy 

Fitzsimons gave a resound-

ing rendition of “The Battle 

Hymn of the Republic” 

which brought goose bumps 

to the audience. 

 

The final speech of the af-

ternoon was given by Camp 

Member Tim Massey who 

portrayed President Andrew 

Johnson in full period au-

thentic dress matching the 

image of Johnson in the 

event program. 

 

Following Massey’s speech, 

Boy Scout Troop 800 and 

the 8th Tennessee Volunteer 

Infantry Firing Team took 

their places near and sur-

rounding the Brownlow Me-

morial while the Black Oak 

Brass Quintet played “Hail 

Columbia.”  It was at this 

point that Commander 

McReynolds asked Senior 

Vice Commander Max 

Renfro to lead the rededica-

tion ceremony.  Member 

Bob Wallace recited the  
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Dear Brothers, 
 
I think it is likely very unusual for one Camp to be in-
volved in two remarkable events in one weekend.  That 
happened 23-24 July 2016 for our Camp. 
 
First, on 23 July 2016, a marker for the grave of Ensign 
John Davis, a Medal of Honor recipient, whose grave in 
the U.K. had remained unmarked for many years, was 
dedicated.  Also, the Ensign John Davis Camp No. 10 of 
the SUVCW received its charter and became the first 
international Camp of our Order.  We are most proud 
to be the “Mother Camp” of this new Camp and many 
of our members have chosen to be dual / charter mem-
bers of the new Camp and to take leadership roles. 
 
Second was the tremendous double sesquicentennial 
event that we presented at the Old Gray Cemetery in 

Knoxville on 24 July 2016.   We celebrated both the 150th anniversary of the readmission of Tennessee 
to our precious Union on 24 July 1866, and the 150th anniversary year of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic.  I appreciate the tremendous cooperation of our members and hard work on the day of the event in 
the heat and humidity.  I also must state my upmost appreciation to the Fort Sanders Regional Medical 
Center for its major sponsorship.  Without that monetary support, we could not have pulled it off. 
 
A major goal of every event is to provide education about the SUVCW, the GAR and our local area’s his-
tory during the Civil War, both the years leading up to the war and the years of reconstruction following 
the war.  East Tennessee was dominated by Unionist sentiment.  So much so that the Rebels had to 
commit an army to keep the area in line.  William Brownlow, through his newspaper and fiery rhetoric, 
was one of East Tennessee’s leading Unionists.  History does not do him justice.  After he left the Gover-
nor’s office for a seat in the Senate, the Democrats, the party in power before and during the war, gradu-
ally took back State government.  And, as such, the history of Brownlow is likely much distorted.  To 
provide an example, Brownlow’s portrait is the only Governor’s portrait that does not hang in the State 
Capitol.  Instead, it hangs at the Tennessee State Museum.  And the teaching packet provided to public 
school teachers is entitled “The Most Hated Man in Tennessee History.”  I think it’s time for someone to 
rewrite a history of Brownlow's life giving him the credit he is due.   
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

David McReynolds 

 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 
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Continued from Page 3: 

rededication prayer and  

Member Joseph 

McReynolds recited the 

poem, “Unknown Dead.”  

The Firing Team fired three 

volleys and Boys Scout bu-

glers offered Echo Taps in 

what was a heartfelt service.   

 

Afterwards, Auxiliary 

Member Amy Fitzsimons 

sung “Tenting Tonight” as a 

Benediction in Song and the 

Black Oak Brass Quintet 

played a musical postlude of 

“Maryland, My Maryland” 

and “Bugle Quickstep.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readmission Day 2016 Story Continued 

On the left is Tim Massey, McTeer member and local historian from Greeneville, TN, por-
traying President Andrew Johnson at the event.  On the right is a picture of President An-
drew Johnson.  We all thought that Tim gave a very realistic portrayal of our 17th president.  
His authentic period dress was well researched and a match to Johnson’s accoutrements. 



 

The Free State of 

Jones indeed is a twice told 

tale, first in the book, and 

second on the wide screen. 

Newton Knight enlisted in the 

Confederate army, from 

Jones County, Mississippi, in 

1862 and became a member 

of Company F which was a 

part of the 7th Battalion. After 

the siege of Corinth (MS) by 

the Union forces under the 

overall command of General 

Halleck, Knight deserted in 

disgust with the war, and re-

turned to Jones County.  He 

had never been comfortable 

with the driving issue of the 

war, slavery, and soon formed 

a guerilla band composed of 

fellow deserters and escaped 

slaves.  The developing con-

sensus that it was a “rich 

man’s war but a poor man’s 

fight” grew, especially with 

the passage of the “20 slave 

law.”  Knight’s band of fight-

ers grew larger and became 

more aggressive.  At one 

point, his forces captured the 

county seat of Ellisville (MS), 

making most tax collections 

by Confederate authorities 

nearly impossible.  Unfortu-

nately for Knight’s band, the 

southeastern area of Missis-

sippi was not considered an 

area of strategic importance 

by Union General William 

Sherman and his band of 

fighters was not adequately 

defended. With the end of the 

war and the implementation 

of “Reconstruction,” which 

included the return of the 

white dominated political 

structure, Newton’s experi-

ment with an interracial com-

munity was doomed to failure 

over the issue of “white su-

premacy.” 

The book The Free 

State of Jones, written by Dr. 

Victoria Bynum, is an aca-

demic examination of an area 

of Mississippi that did not 

support the Confederacy. Her 

research was in-depth even to 

the point of searching out 

material in four states to bet-

ter understand the back-

ground of Knight’s band of 

fighters.  The author stressed, 

in her writing, that a majority 

of Knight’s band of fighters 

viewed the war as imposed 

upon them by a rich planter 

class that was granted an ex-

emption from fighting by 

owning slaves.  In her own 

words, she classified these 

men and women as “Southern 

white farmers driven by war 

to cross lines of race, question 

slavery, and to declare their 

 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
Aug 2016 

Page 6 

From the Book Rack—
continued on page 7 ===> 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
Aug 2016 

Page  7 

 

From the Book Rack—continued from page 6 

based society.  This is a very 

violent movie, but the war 

was violent and the black  

versus white struggle in the 

reconstruction South was 

dominated by lynchings and 

gunplay for decades. What is 

interesting about the movie is 

that it also illustrates how 

Knight’s actions affected his 

son.  Knight has two sons, 

one by his first wife who was 

white and another by his 

common law black wife.  In 

the movie, we see the second 

son in court facing charges 

that he had married a white 

woman and going to prison as 

a result.  The conviction was  

eventually overturned on a 

technicality, thus saving the 

own war on the Confederacy.” 

What they were not was 

“Southern Yankees” or, for 

the most part, individuals 

that believed in the equality 

of the races.   The book is over 

300 pages in length with aca-

demic footnoting and is a 

rather long read.  

What the movie does 

do is bring Knight and his 

fighters, which Bynum stud-

ied and reported on, to life. In 

the movie, The Free State of 

Jones, Newton Knight be-

comes real as he faces the ter-

ror that combat creates, the 

racial tensions that are in 

place when his band of gueril-

las becomes comprised of 

black and white fighters and 

when he falls in love with an 

escaped slave.  

Matthew 

McConaughey is excellent in 

the role of Knight, an edgy 

man who well knows that in 

the end, his concept of life 

will not be accepted by the 

stronger white supremacist 

state of Mississippi from hav-

ing to defend the statute in 

front of the United States Su-

preme Court. 

To review, the book is 

a rather long but interesting 

read, while the movie carries 

the strong narrative to an in-

teresting ending.  Read the 

book and then see the movie.  

The Free State of Jones offers 

a great insight into the Civil 

War and the ramifications it 

brought about to our society. 
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 The Ensign John Davis Camp No. 10 in London, United Kingdom 
Receives Charter and Dedicates Headstone 

On 23 July 2016, history was made as the first SUVCW international camp received its charter in 
London, U.K.  We are very proud to be the “mother” camp as we had admitted our British brothers 
before international camps were allowed to exist.   

Also on this day, a new marker for Ensign John Davis was dedicated.   Bro. Doug Fidler, PDC trav-
eled 4,100 miles to Nunhead Cemetery, East London, England, to help conduct a dedication of a 
newly installed federal grave monument to the memory of Ensign John Davis, United States Navy. 
The Civil War sailor has rested there in an unmarked grave in the pauper’s ground since January 
1917.  From initial discovery of the grave to the final ceremony, Fidler has worked closely for two 
years in a team that includes Peter Collins (the ensign’s great-grandson), Michael Hammerson and 
Allan Nicholls, all who have beenBritish members of McTeer Camp who live in or near London.  
Davis fought in pitched battles from New Orleans to Vicksburg and then was one of a handful of 
sailors who survived the explosion that sank the U.S.S. Tulip gunboat on the Potomac River on 
Nov. 11, 1864. He suffered greatly from the percussive forces of the explosion and PTSD, and had to 
leave the Navy. 

Above is McTeer Bro. Doug Fidler, 
PDC leading a portion of dedication 
ceremony for the marker laid to rec-
ognize Ensign John Davis’s gravesite.  
To the right is National C-in-C Gene 
Mortorff and members of the new 
Ensign John David Camp No. 10 re-
viewing the new charter.  A very 
proud moment for the McTeer Camp 
and for our Order. 

Please Note:   
 
We will have an-
other story and 
more pictures of this 
historic event in our 
September newslet-
ter! 
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Something a little different  this month in line with our Re-

admission Day 2016 celebration.  A brief view of Andrew 

Johnson and his legacy.  It was a difficult time for the 

South and for the entire nation.  Johnson likely did the best 

he could, but like William Brownlow, he is not treated very 

well by historians. 

 

Andrew Johnson gives truth to the saying that in America, 

anyone can grow up to become President. Born in a log cabin 

in North Carolina to nearly illiterate parents, Andrew John-

son did not master the basics of reading, grammar, or math 

until he met his wife at the age of seventeen.  

 

The only other man to attain the office of President with so 

little formal education was Abraham Lincoln. Whereas Lincoln is esteemed as America's 

greatest President, Johnson, his successor, is ranked as one of the worst. 

 

Andrew's father died when Andrew was a young boy, and his mother remarried. His 

mother and her new husband apprenticed fourteen-year-old Andrew and his older brother 

William to a local tailor. After serving a number of years in this trade, the boys ran away 

for several years, dodging rewards for their capture placed by their former employer. An-

drew later returned to his mother, and the entire family moved west to Greeneville, Ten-

nessee, where young Andrew set up shop as a tailor and met his wife, Eliza McCardle.  

 

Eliza educated Andrew and helped him make wise investments in town real estate and 

farmlands. When Johnson reached the White House, First Lady Eliza Johnson was a semi

-invalid suffering from tuberculosis during her husband's term in office. She only made 

two public appearances during her entire stay in the executive mansion. Nevertheless, she 

operated behind the scenes with energy and tact and was fondly remembered by the White 

House staff. 

 

For the most part, historians view Andrew Johnson as the worst possible person to have 

served as President at the end of the American Civil War. Because of his gross incompe-

tence in federal office and his incredible miscalculation of the extent of public support for 

Fifteenth in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 
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his policies, Johnson is judged as a great failure in making a satisfying and just peace. He is 

viewed to have been a rigid, dictatorial racist who was unable to compromise or to accept a 

political reality at odds with his own ideas. Instead of forging a compromise between Radi-

cal Republicans and moderates, his actions united the opposition against him. His bull-

headed opposition to the Freedmen's Bureau Bill, the Civil Rights Act of 1866, and the Four-

teenth Amendment eliminated all hope of using presidential authority to affect further com-

promises favorable to his position. In the end, Johnson did more to extend the period of na-

tional strife than he did to heal the wounds of war. 

 

Most importantly, Johnson's strong commitment to obstructing political and civil rights for 

blacks is principally responsible for the failure of Reconstruction to solve the race problem 

in the South and perhaps in America as well. Johnson's decision to support the return of the 

prewar social and economic system—except for slavery—cut short any hope of a redistribu-

tion of land to the freed people or a more far-reaching reform program in the South. 

 

Historians naturally wonder what might have happened had Lincoln, a genius at political 

compromise and perhaps the most effective leader to ever serve as President, lived. Would 

African Americans have obtained more effective guarantees of their civil rights? Would Lin-

coln have better completed what one historian calls the "unfinished revolution" in racial jus-

tice and equality begun by the Civil War? Almost all historians believe that the outcome 

would have been far different under Lincoln's leadership. 

 

Among historians, supporters of Johnson are few in recent years. However, from the 1870s 

to around the time of World War II, Johnson enjoyed high regard as a strong-willed Presi-

dent who took the courageous high ground in challenging Congress's unconstitutional usur-

pation of presidential authority. In this view, much out of vogue today, Johnson is seen to 

have been motivated by a strict constructionist interpretation of the Constitution and by a 

firm belief in the separation of powers. This perspective reflected a generation of historians 

who were critical of Republican policy and skeptical of the viability of racial equality as a na-

tional policy. Even here, however, apologists for Johnson acknowledge his inability to effec-

tively deal with congressional challenges due to his personal limitations as a leader. 

 

Sources:   http://millercenter.org/president/biography/johnson-life-in-brief 
  http://millercenter.org/president/biography/johnson-impact-and-legacy 
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We very much appreciated the help and cooperation of the 8th Tennessee Volunteer In-
fantry Re-enacting group in presenting our event.  They are a great group.  Their help in 
the opening Parade of Colors and in the Rededication of William Brownlow’s memorial 
brought true meaning to our event.  Thank you 8th Tennessee USA for helping out! 
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We also thank Boy Scout Troop 
800 of Maryville, TN for their par-
ticipation! 
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Our Camp was fortunate to receive a great deal of publicity about the Readmission Day 2016 
event from all forms of media.  Above is a shot right before one of our live shots on television 
the morning of the event.  We met the WBIR-TV Channel 10 crew just before 6 a.m. in the 
dark and spooky Old Gray Cemetery.   Their Sunday local news program is the highest rated in 
our area and reaches on Cable TV almost the entire East Tennessee region.  We had live TV 
spots on this program at 6:06 a.m., 6:36 a.m., 7:06 a.m. and 7:36 a.m.  We varied what we 
talked about from one spot to the next.  First, CC David McReynolds gave an overview of Re-
admission Day and William Brownlow.  Next, DC Mike Downs talked about the Grand Army 
of the Republic.  The final two spots involved some of our music with Auxiliary Member Amy 
Fitzsimons singing the first verse of “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” and McTeer Junior 
Member Paddy Fitzsimons sharing part of an old Irish folk song that was likely known by 
those Irish draftees during the war.  I concluded each spot with the time and location of the 
event as well as who would perform and be a part of our varied activities.  We also filmed a 
short spot that aired on the 6 p.m. local newscast. 
 
We also had articles preceding the event in both the Knoxville News-Sentinel and Maryville’s 
The Daily Times newspapers.  Our event was also promoted through many internet sites in-
cluding being an official event of this year’s 225th anniversary of the City of Knoxville.  After 
the event, The Daily Times published a full page article.  We hope to see more publicity of the 
event in The Banner and other national publications. 
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Calendar of Important Events 

Camp Mess will continue to be the second Tuesday : 
 
We hold a monthly Camp Mess meeting on the second Tuesday of each 
month at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN, starting 
at 12:30 p.m.  Our August meeting will be on 9 August 2016 and our 
September meeting will be on 13 September 2016.  Please make every 
effort to attend. 
 
10—14 August 2016:  135th Encampment of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and its Allied Orders at Springfield, Illinois.  CC David 
McReynolds is a candidate for the office of National Treasurer.  If you 
possibly can attend, I think you will find that attending a National En-
campment truly provides a picture of how our Order works.  And being 
in Springfield, it’s a great opportunity to visit some wonderful histori-
cal sites.  Our National Encampment will take place at the President 
Abraham Lincoln Springfield Hotel, a DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, in 
the heart of historic downtown Springfield, within walking distance of 
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and Library, the Lincoln 
Home National Historic Site, the Herndon Law office, the Old State 
Capitol, and more.  
 
20 August 2016:  The 9th Annual East Tennessee History Fair pre-
sented by the East Tennessee Historical Society.  Krutch Park in down-
town Knoxville comes alive with history!  We will have a tent and, as 
usual, will need volunteers.   
 
18 September 2016:  Third quarterly meeting of 2016!  At the East 
Tennessee History Center in Knoxville. 
 
30 September—1 October 2016:  Central Region Association of the 
Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic Annual Meeting.  The 
first time that the Department of Tennessee has hosted.  Hotel ar-
rangements have been made with the Comfort Inn in Franklin, TN.  
Meetings will be held at Fort Negley in Nashville.   
 
1 November 2016:  Veterans’ Day.  Participation in local event at 
Blount County Courthouse. 
 
11-13 November 2016:  Fort Dickerson Living History Days. 
 
20 November 2016:  Annual Encampment. 
 
10 December 2016:  Blount County Jaycees Christmas Parade. 
 
17 December 2016:  Wreaths Across America at Knoxville National 
Cemetery. 

Be sure to visit our Camp 
Web Site at  
 
www.mcteer39.org.   
 
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often to the web site for 
new events or for 
changes in time or place! 

Reminder! 
 
Try to keep your week-
ends free as we will need 
volunteers to help us do 
headstone dedications 
and cleanings through-
out the year.   

 
National Notes! 
 
Please be advised that the 
SUVCW graves registration 
database is undergoing sys-
tem maintenance and will be 
up and functional again 
soon. In the meantime, if 
you need immediate assis-
tance, feel free to contact the 
National Graves registration 
Officer at suvcw_ngro@ ver-
izon.net .   
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership in our camp. 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


