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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

Merry Christmas!! 
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McTeer Camp Holds Annual Meeting 

On the evening of Tuesday, November 
15th, the Major William A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39 of the Sons of Union 
Veterans held their Annual Encamp-
ment at Calhoun’s on the Creek Res-
taurant in Maryville, TN.  Prior to its 
business meeting, the Camp had din-
ner that included members of Polly 
Toole Auxiliary No. 17 and the com-
munity. 
 
On display were many awards that 
both the Camp and the Department of 
Tennessee had been honored to re-
ceive over the past two years.  In-
cluded was the 2015 Abraham Lincoln 
Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the 
most outstanding Camp in the USA. 
 
During dinner, David McReynolds, 
Camp Commander for the past two 
years, gave a report that highlighted 
the Camp’s many achievements in 
2016.  Among those was the celebra-
tion of the 100th anniversary of the 
Sultana Memorial at Mount Olive 
Cemetery in conjunction with the an-
nual reunion meeting of the Sultana 
Descendants Association, which was 
held in Knoxville in 2016.  On July 
24th, the Camp sponsored, with the 
help of Fort Sanders Regional Medical 
Center, a major event celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the readmission 
of the State of Tennessee to the Union 
following the Civil War.  The event 
was titled “Readmission Day 2016” 
and was held at the Old Gray Ceme-
tery in Knoxville at the site of Gover-

nor William Brownlow’s grave.  
Brownlow was instrumental in 
getting passed the 13th and 14th 
amendments to the constitution 
and other legislation that allowed 
Tennessee to quickly gain read-
mission.  The event included mu-
sicians, singers, a reenactment of 
Andrew Johnson by Camp mem-
ber Tim Massey in full period 
dress, speeches and pomp and 
ceremony that included members 
of Maryville Boy Scout Troop 800 
and the 8th Tennessee Volunteer 
Reenactors. 
 
The Camp was also honored this 
year to have received two Awards 
of Distinction from the East Ten-
nessee Historical Society in Knox-
ville.  The first was given to the 
Camp for its sponsorship of the 
final event in last year’s State Sig-
nature Sesquicentennial Event, 
the Blue and Gray Reunion and 
Freedom Jubilee.  The second was 
given to Camp Commander David 
McReynolds for his years of con-
tributions to support efforts to 
preserve history, especially his 
work with the McTeer Camp. 
 
After the report, a special award 
was given to Linda Albert of The 
Daily Times for her support to the 
entire community and especially 
small community clubs like the 
McTeer Camp by helping to pub-
lish their activities over the year.  
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The award was presented in partnership between both the Department of Tennessee and 
the Major William McTeer Camp of the Sons of Union Veterans.  Albert is a direct de-
scendant of a Union veteran and in her comments she expressed how special the award 
was to her because of this connection.  Department of Tennessee Commander Michael 
Downs and Camp Commander jointly presented the award. 

 
The Camp also pre-
sented special awards 
to members A. B. and 
Jason McTeer, father 
and son, who are col-
lateral descendants 
of Camp namesake 
William McTeer, for 
their extraordinary 
exhibition of frater-
nity, charity and loy-
alty by their atten-
dance and assistance 
at Camp events over 
the past year. 
 

Finally, Richard Holmes, Camp Junior Vice Commander and Graves Registration Offi-
cer, was named the most outstanding member of the McTeer Camp for 2016.  Holmes 
led the way in identifying, repairing or replacing headstones, placing GAR markers, reg-
istering the grave sites in the national database, and participating in grave dedications 
throughout Blount and Monroe counties.  Holmes was a role model for what the mission 
of the Camp truly represents. 
 
After a short break in which non-members left the meeting room, the Camp gathered for 
their annual business meeting and election of officers.  Officers for 2017 are Max Renfro, 
Commander; Richard Holmes, Senior Vice Commander and Graves Registration Officer, 
Doug Fidler, Junior Vice Commander and Co-Historian, Michael Downs, Secretary, 
David McReynolds, Treasurer, Signals Officer and Co-Historian.  Member of the Camp 
Council are A. B. McTeer, Craig Brown and Scott Ailey.   
 

***** 
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Officers for 2016—2077 

Commander: 
 
Max Renfro, Jr. 
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Sr. Vice Commander:  Richard Holmes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jr. Vice Commander:  Capt. Douglas K. 
Fidler, Ph.D., PDC, U.S. Air Force (Ret.) 
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Treasurer:  David McReynolds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretary:  Michael Downs 
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From the Book Rack by Mike Downs 
 
When I say the name Braxton Bragg what 
do you immediately think of?  If you are 
like me my thoughts tend to range in the 
area of failed general, willing to order 
harsh discipline of his soldiers and main-
taining his position In the Confederate 
leadership through his friendship with Jef-
ferson Davis. History Professor Earl Hess 
from Lincoln Memorial University writing 
in Braxton Bragg – The Most Hated Man 
of the Confederacy presents an alternative 
viewpoint that possibly could lead the 
reader to modify their views in regard to 
the general. 
 

Initially it must be remembered that the 
top leadership positions of the Southern 
military were NOT based on performance 
or merit as a soldier but rather the senior-
ity ranking that the individual held while 
still in the U. S. Army.  As a result the top 
command positions were soon fixed in 
place for both the Eastern and Western 
theaters with only being killed in action or 
severely wounded allowing for advance-
ment to a higher level. Additionally, many 
times lower level officers found to be lack-
ing were simply transferred to less critical 

areas with the worst finding themselves in the Trans-Mississippi Theater. Thus Braxton 
Bragg after being recognized as a good organizer of green troops while working in the Mo-
bile, Alabama area and showing leadership skills as a division commander at the Battle of 
Shiloh was placed in command of what would become known as the Army of Tennessee. 
However, this occurred only after Albert S. Johnson bled to death from a battlefield wound 
and the failure of P. G. T. Beauregard’s health, mental or otherwise, after his withdrawal 
from the important railroad town of Corinth, Mississippi. According to the author it was at 
this point where Bragg was probably at his best in reorganizing his army, transferring its 
base to Chattanooga, Tennessee and from there launching, in the late summer of 1862, an 
invasion of the Blue Grass State of Kentucky.  This move by Bragg drew large numbers of 
Union soldiers out of the deep South and concluded with the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky 
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which is considered by most historians as a tactical victory for the Army of Tennessee. 
In that fight the future favorite of U. S. Grant, Phillip Sheridan was badly handled by 
his Confederate counterpart while the overall result of the battle leading to the replace-
ment of Don Carlos Buell as commander of the Army of the Ohio with General William 
S. Rosecrans.  However, the newly renamed Army of the Cumberland confronted 
Bragg’s forces once again on December 31, 1862 at the Battle of Stones River where the 
Southern soldiers gained an early advantage but allowed it to slip away and finally cul-
minating in a final failed attack, led by John C. Breckinridge, which resulted in the 
Army of Tennessee retreating to Tullahoma, Tennessee. Dr. Hess feels that all of 
Bragg’s fights were, up to this point, basically satisfactory given his supply problems 
and the conflicts he was facing with his senior commanders. Rosecrans’ Tullahoma 
Campaign during the late summer of 1863 is a totally different matter.  Here Bragg was 
out maneuvered and forced to relinquish control of Chattanooga retreating to northern 
Georgia, where with the assistance of two divisions from the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia, the Army of Tennessee seriously damaged two corps of Rosecrans’ army and 
forced them to retreat back into Tennessee. Dr. Hess believes that it was at this point, 
during the siege of Chattanooga, where General Bragg basically lost control of his army 
due to conflicts with division generals Polk, Hardee and Longstreet. With George Tho-
mas’s troops from the Army of the Cumberland leading the way the Army of Tennessee 
was again forced to retreat back to the Dalton, Georgia vicinity and Bragg was replaced 
with General Joe Johnston. The author insists that it was not Bragg’s military leader-
ship but his failure to deal with insubordinate generals in a proper and timely manner, 
his lack of badly needed military supplies, especially horses, and a hostile press that 
doomed him to failure. 

 

The reader really cannot argue with these facts but it still does not excuse him, 

he failed and thus he is the one blamed.  The Confederates, in actuality, only won one 

major battle in the Western Theater, that being Chickamauga, leading one to conclude 

that the southern military forces overall failed in that vital area while the overall blame 

should have been shared with the Richmond political leadership.  But if not Bragg then 

who else was available to lead the Army of Tennessee?  Was there someone of merit 

that could have turned the tide?  Possibly General Patrick Cleburne or even Benjamin 

Cheatham? Another point of contention I have with the book is that the author attacks 

other academic studies of the Western Theater, especially the writings of Peter 

Cozzens, Grady McWiney and Thomas Connelly without adequately explaining his 

points of contention.  An Interesting read and it did temper my negative evaluation of 

Braxton Bragg somewhat but overall not one of Dr. Hess’s best offerings. 
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The hard facts of Braxton Bragg – The Most Hated Man of the Confederacy 

are that it is 280 pages in length with the typical academic footnoting and bibliog-

raphy.  It was published by the University of North Carolina Press at Chapel Hill 

in 2016.  I picked up my copy at the local Barnes and Noble for about $30.00 but, 

of course if it sounds interesting to you, I will be happy to give it out as a loaner. 

 

___________________ 

 
1 I saw a very similar situation occur when I was teaching, a weak or failing teacher would fre-

quently be induced to transfer to another building if they accepted a less critical evaluation 
thus saving both the principal and the teacher from having to go through an extended period 
of remediation and supervision. 

 
 
 
 
 

***** 
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2015-2016 Camp Commander David McReynolds and Polly Toole Auxiliary 
President Cindy McReynolds participated in Remembrance Day activities in 
Gettysburg, PA on November 18 and 19, 2016.  Above is their picture attend-
ing the masquerade ball Friday night. 
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Photos from our Annual Meeting 
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One of our highlights of the year-
Real Son John Oliver, Jr.  
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Calendar of Important Events 

 

Tentative 2017 Calendar 
 
 
10 January  Camp Mess 
14 February  Camp Mess 
4-5 March  Department of Tennessee Encampment, Murfreesboro 
14 March  Camp Mess 
26 March  Quarterly Meeting 
11 April  Camp Mess 
15 April   Thompson Brown House Living History Day 
30 April  (Small) Ceremony at Sultana Monument/Memorial 
7 May    Larger Ceremony for Private Benjamin Franklin  
9 May   Camp Mess 
29 May  Memorial Day Holiday – Knoxville National Cemetery 
30 May  Memorial Day – (Small) Ceremony at Grave of Will McTeer 
13 June  Camp Mess 
25 June  Quarterly Meeting 
4 July   Independence Day 
11 July   Camp Mess 
23 July  (Small) Ceremony at Grave of William Brownlow 
8 August  Camp Mess 
10-13 August  National Encampment, Lansing, MI 
19 August   East Tennessee Historical Society History Fair 
12 September Camp Mess 
24 September Quarterly Meeting 
10 October  Camp Mess 
11 November   Fort Dickerson Living History Day 
14 November  Camp Mess 
28 November  Annual Encampment 
12 December  Camp Mess 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it to us for consideration. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be 
accessed by clicking “Depts. & Camps” 
on the national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp 
No. 39.   
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


