
 

The Major William 
Anderson McTeer 
Camp No. 39, Depart-
ment of Tennessee, 
Sons of Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War 
will hold its first quar-
terly meeting of 2016 
on Sunday,  20 March 
2016, starting at 3 
p.m. at the East Ten-
nessee History Center 
and Museum in 
downtown Knoxville, 
TN.  An Officer’s 
Council Meeting will 
precede the regular 
meeting starting at 2 
p.m.  There is also an 
opportunity to meet 
for lunch prior to the 
meeting with our re-
nowned guest speaker 
David Madden. 
 
Madden will perform 
a dramatic reading of 
an original work enti-
tled “Lincoln’s Second 
Gettysburg Address.”  
This speech was first 
delivered when he 
was Keynote Speaker 
for the Lincoln Fel-
lowship Luncheon at 

the  133rd Gettysburg 
Address Commemo-
rative on 19 Novem-
ber 1996 in Gettys-
burg, PA. 
 
More on David Mad-
den may be found on 
page 2 of this month’s 
newsletter.  We are 
proud to have him 
speak at our meeting 
and share some of the 
great breadth of 
knowledge he has ac-
cumulated over his 
long career. 
 
We will also have a 
business meeting 
where we will share 
the many exciting 
events and activities 
that are in the works 
for 2016. 
 
In addition to our 
monthly and quar-
terly meetings, three 
events already stand 
out on our calendar:  
(1) the meeting of the 
Sultana Descendents’ 
Association in Knox-
ville on 22—23 April 

2016, which includes 
the celebration of the 
100th anniversary of 
the Sultana Monu-
ment at Mount Olive 
Cemetery, (2) Me-
morial Day activities 
on 30 May 2016 , 
and (3) our event to 
commemorate the 
150th anniversary of 
the re-admission of 
Tennessee to the Un-
ion following the 
Civil War on 24 July 
2016. 
 
Also at the March 
quarterly meeting, 
CC David 
McReynolds with the 
assistance of DC 
Mike Downs will 
present a Power-
point presentation 
entitled “Purpose of 
the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil 
War.”  This presen-
tation was prepared 
by the SUVCW Na-
tional Organization 
and is part of our 
Camp Education ini-
tiative for 2016. 
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A Biographical Sketch of David Madden:  Our Speaker  at our 
March Meeting 

Born in Knoxville, Tennessee in 1933, David Madden graduated 
from the University of Tennessee, served in the Army, earned an 
M.A. at San Francisco State, and attended Yale School of Drama on 
a John Golden Fellowship.  Writer-in-residence at LSU from 1968-
1992, Director of the Creative Writing Program 1992-1994, Found-
ing Director of the United States Civil War Center 1992-1999, he is 
now LSU Robert Penn Warren Professor of Creative Writing 
Emeritus. 

In 1961, Random House published his first novel, The Beautiful 
Greed, based on his Merchant seaman experiences. For Warner 
Brothers, he adapted his second novel, Cassandra Singing (1969), 
to the screen (not yet produced). The Suicide’s Wife (1978) was 
made into a CBS Movie of the Week in 1979. It was nominated for 

the Pulitzer Prize, as was  Sharpshooter: A Novel of the Civil War (1996). 

Madden’s other novels are Hair of the Dog (1967), Pleasure-Dome (1979), Abducted By Cir-
cumstance (2010), and London Bridge in Plague and Fire (2012).   

The Shadow Knows, a book of stories, won a National Council on the Arts Award, judged by 
Hortense Calisher and Walker Percy. His second collection, The New Orleans of Possibilities, 
appeared in 1982.  On the Big Wind (1980) is a short story cycle. And his fourth collection 
is The Last Bizarre Tale (2014).  His stories have been reprinted in numerous college text-
books and twice in Best American Short Stories. 

Madden is also a Civil War historian, having published Classics of Civil War Fiction (1991), 
Thomas Wolfe’s Civil War (2004), and a long introduction to a reprint of Loss of the Sultana 
and Reminiscences of Survivors (2005). In 2015, a collection of essays, The Tangled Web of 
the Civil War and Reconstruction, was published. 

Madden’s literary essays are collected in The Poetic Image in Six Genres (1969) and Touching 
the Web of Southern Novelists (2006). He has written books of literary criticism about major 
American novelists. His James M. Cain (1970) was the first book ever about Cain, causing a 
major rebirth of interest in Cain; a major revision came out in 2011 called James M. Cain: 
Hardboiled Mythmaker.  Cain’s Craft was published in 1985. Madden knew Cain well and has 
written a short biography, taking an innovative approach (not yet published). 

He has given lectures at many conferences and dramatic readings from his fiction at over 200 
colleges and universities.  Writer-in-Residence at UNC-Chapel Hill, Clark University, 
Lynchburg College, among others, and Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the University of 
Delaware, he held the Chair of Excellence at Austin Peay State University. 

David Madden: A Writer for All Genres consists of original essays by scholars and creative 
writers on Madden’s writings. 
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Continued from Page 2 

Mike Downs will have an exhibit of philatelic material related to the Civil War at the up-
coming KNOXPEX 2016 Stamp Show.  Included in the material will be postal covers and 
stamps from the Civil War, Confederate stamps, Centennial and 150th Celebration items, 
and much more.  The Show will be held at the Holiday Inn at the Cedar Bluff exit off of I-40 
in Knoxville (9134 Executive Park Drive) on Saturday, 5 March from 10 a.m. thru 5 p.m. 
and on Sunday, 6 March from 10 a.m. thru 3 p.m.  For an interesting insight into the Civil 
War and maybe something new to explore please join him and take a look at his other 
hobby. 

'If I am alive next Summer': The Civil War Letters 
of Captain Charles Robinson Johnson of the 16th 
Massachusetts Infantry - Albert C. Eisenberg and 
McTeer UK Member Michael Hammerson. The au-
thors resolved “that Johnson’s story, which he took such 
care to record and which his family clearly took care to pre-
serve, should be told,” and their commitment to this work 
“was reinforced by the realisation that, inexplicably, there 
was virtually nothing published about his regiment, the 
16th Massachusetts Infantry, despite its three-year hard-
fighting record with the Army of the Potomac and its nick-
name, ‘The Iron Sixteenth’.” This is not a regimental his-
tory, since the subject of the book is Johnson; however, 
Johnson’s story illustrates the career of the 16th and serves 
as a partial history of the regiment. A foreword by William 
C. Davis, a wealth of photographs, illustrations and maps, a 
bibliography, and an index to full-names, places and sub-
jects add to the value of this work. 2015, 6x9, paper, index, 

318 pp.  http://www.heritagebooks.com/product/101-E5649.html 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
As we have discussed in our first meetings of the year, our goals are con-
centrated on educating the public, preserving history and increasing our 
own knowledge of the traditions and rituals of the Sons of Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War.  We can only achieve these goals by way of the active 
participation of our membership.  Last year we significantly increased 
that participation, not only through the addition of new members, but by 
renewing the enthusiasm of old members.  I hope that we can continue to 
build upon that in 2016. 
 
The SUVCW National Organization provides a number of tools to help us 
achieve these goals.  Under the “Education” tab at the national web site, it 
states,  “The SUVCW is dedicated to preserving the rich history of Union 
veterans through education. We offer some tools and resources for teach-
ers, students, and departments and camps in the SUVCW. We take our 
obligations to our ancestors very seriously, and we hope the links below 

will encourage you to research your past, respect your present, and preserve your future.” 
 
On this page of the web site are many tools that can help us educate ourselves, the public and perhaps 
most importantly, the students in our local schools.  I have written the administrators of all three Blount 
County public school systems as well as the two private schools that offer middle school and high school 
level classes to offer the assistance of the many members of our Camp who have been teachers and pro-
fessors of history or who have strong genealogical and Civil War history backgrounds that can offer stu-
dents a unique glimpse of the true history of the American Civil War.  We hope to receive the schools’ 
invitation to help them with the strengths our Camp possesses! 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 

 

From the Commander 

McTeer brothers David 
McReynolds and George Lane at 
the Robert Burns dinner on 30 
January 2016 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Knoxville, TN 
sponsored by the Scottish Society 
of Knoxville.  Of course, in addi-
tion to some fine entertainment 
provided by wonderful Scottish 
dancers and musicians, a feature 
moment was the presentation of 
the Haggis—a tasty appetizer to 
start things off. 
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On 28 January 
2016, we held our 
first Camp Officers’ 
Meeting of 2016.    
 
Attending the 
meeting from left 
to right are Secre-
tary-Treasurer 
Doug Fidler, PDC, 
Senior Vice Com-
mander Max 
Renfro, Depart-
ment Commander 
and Camp Council 

Member Mike Downs, PCC, Junior Vice Commander and Graves Registration Officer Richard 
Holmes, United Kingdom associate member and guest Allan Nicholls, Camp Chief of Staff Bob 
Wallace and Camp Commander David McReynolds. 
 
"Does this mean," asked Camp Commander David McReynolds, "we’ve just had a chinwag?" 

With the attendance of Associate Member Allan E. Nicholls of Bexleyheath, Kent, England, to the 
initial meeting of the Major William A. McTeer Camp 39 officers’ council at Starbucks in Alcoa, TN, 
it marked the first time that a brother of the McTeer Camp from England has participated in an 
event in Tennessee.  Camp Secretary Doug Fidler and Brother Nicholls, his brother-in-law, have or-
ganized several McTeer meetings and ceremonies in the greater London area for British brothers. 
The nature of these meetings has so fit the British definition of chinwag, "a long and pleasant con-
versation among friends," that the term has been adopted into the "standard lexicon" of the British 
brothers for their gatherings. It would appear that the Commander rather enjoys the term, too--
although "McTeer Mess" does have its charm! 

On 12 January 2016, we held our first Camp Mess Meeting at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in 
Maryville, TN.  Another great start to the year!  Pictured from left to right:  Camp Commander 
David McReynolds, Camp Council Member Scot Alley, PCC, Department Commander Mike Downs, 
PCC, Roy Gamble, Secretary-Treasurer Doug Fidler, PDC, Sam Wilson, Senior Vice Commander 
Max Renfrom and Camp Chaplain George Lane, PCC. 



 

I believe I have found a book 

that most individuals interested 

in the Civil War will find an en-

joyable read.  It was actually a 

Christmas gift from my wife, 

Carol, and is titled the Lens of 

War – Exploring Iconic Photo-

graphs of the Civil War and ed-

ited by J. Matthew Gallman and 

Gary W. Gallagher. The book is 

divided into five parts with the 

subdivisions called “Leaders,” 

“Soldiers,” “Civilians,” 

“Victims,” and “Places” each 

containing a set of photographs 

from the war.  What makes the 

book so unique is that each 

photograph is reviewed by a 

well known Civil War writer 

who develops the background 

of the picture, its significance 

in regard to the conflict and 

why he or she personally has 

been drawn to the illustration.  

A student of the war will proba-

bly not find anything new in 

this book but it is interesting to 

see some of these pictures pre-

sented in a fresh and personal-

ized perspective. A couple of 

my favorite pictures I found  

are of the three Confederate 

soldiers captured at Gettys-

burg and one of Champ Fer-

guson being held by Union 

soldiers after his capture.  

The first one of the Rebel 

prisoners I have always 

looked at with awe – in that 

here are three of the toughest 

looking soldiers I have ever 

seen photographed.  There 

certainly is no plumed feath-

ers or Zouave uniforms 

shown but only raw muscle 

waiting to confront you.  They 

have always instilled in me a 

sense of fear and respect. 

That is a fear that I certainly 

would not have wanted to go 

one-on-one with any of them 

and a great deal of respect for 

their mere appearance of 

manliness and steadfastness.  

The historian Brooks D. 

Simpson, the author of the 

well-respected biography of 

U. S. Grant, has researched 

the background of the picture 

and has tried to place it his-

torically within the battle of 

Gettysburg.  He offers out 

some interesting ideas on 

why and how they ended up 

as prisoners-of-war.  Another 

interesting picture is from the 

guerrilla war in Tennessee 
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From the Book Rack—
continued on page 7 ===> 
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and Kentucky, featuring our own Champ Ferguson. The history of the illustration is presented by 

Daniel E. Sutherland, the author who has probably led the way in the study of the non-traditional 

warfare that played such a key role in the Civil War.  But here is a look at the man that probably 

killed over 50 people surrounded by at least eleven armed guards. Again, just looking at the man, you 

wonder how could he have been so murderous and mean and WHY?  Another historian writing for 

the book is James I. Robertson, Jr., the author of the outstanding biography of Stonewall Jackson.  If 

you have ever heard him speak you will know that he is a horse lover, and he selected to write on the 

almost over-poweringly sad picture of a slain horse left on a battlefield.  Overall, there are 27 illustra-

tions in the book and a few of the other authors include Harold Holzer, Emory M. Thomas, Caroline 

E. Janney and Steven Woodworth.  If you have ever really pondered any Civil War photograph and 

asked yourself who was that individual, why was he fighting or any of the million other questions 

that your mind may conger up, this book is simply a must read. 

  

The hard facts are that it is 244 pages long, includes a brief biographical sketch of the 27 contribu-

tors, a further reading list and has an adequate index.  The book is published by the University of 

Georgia Press, Athens, GA and is available at our local Barnes and Noble or on line. Of course, you 

are always welcome to borrow it from me if you so choose. 

 

 

***** 

From the Book Rack—continued from page 6 

Remember! 

 

Annual Encampment of the Department of Tennessee 

With Mississippi and Alabama 

 

Hosted by Sultana Camp No. 1, SUVCW 

Memphis, TN 

 

Saturday, 20 February 2016 

 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm 

 

Tennessee Genealogical Society, 7729 Poplar Pike, Germantown, TN 38138 

 

Lunch will be catered courtesy of Germantown Commissary!  $10 per person 
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Ninth in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 

Lorenzo Dow Everett – 2nd Great-Grandfather of 
Max Loren Renfro, Jr 

 
Lorenzo Dow Everett’s grandfather, Robert 
Everett, was an English-born American Revo-
lutionary War veteran who served in Captain 
Adam Wallace's company of infantry of Lieu-
tenant Colonel Samuel Hawes's 2nd Virginia 
Regiment. He was a survivor of the Waxhaws 
Massacre initiated by the command of Colonel 
Banastre Tarleton. 

After the American Revolution, Robert 
Everett settled in Blount County, Tennessee, 
with a land grant for his war service. There, 
his grandson, Lorenzo Dow, was born to Tho-

mas and Lydia Everett in 1826. Lorenzo remained a resident of Blount County, where he mar-
ried Lucinda Houser on 15 June 1848. They had six children, three sons and three daughters. 

During the mid-summer of 1864, Brigadier General Andrew Johnson, Military Governor of 
Tennessee, issued authorization to raise a regiment of Union volunteers in East Tennessee to 
serve for 100 days. Lorenzo served in Company E, 3rd Tennessee Mounted Infantry, under the 
command of Captain Joseph M. Green. 

He was mustered in on 11 August 1864 and mustered out on 23 December 1864. He died in 
1904 and is buried at Piney Level Cemetery in Blount County. His last name is spelled "Averett" 
on the Federal marker and "Avirett" on the regimental muster roll. 

William Lowery Everett, Lorenzo’s brother, was a Union soldier who served in Company F, 3rd 
Tennessee Calvary. He mustered in on 31 August 1863 and died 23 April 1865 of disease while 
still in service. He was the great-great uncle of McTeer Brother James C. Renfro, Jr., 

Max L. Renfro, our Camp Senior Vice Commander, states that, "I am proud that my middle 
name Loren is in honor of Lorenzo." 
 

***** 
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William Gannaway "Parson" Brownlow (29 Aug 1805 – 29 Apr 1877) was an American newspaper 
editor, minister, and politician. He served as Governor of Tennessee from 1865 to 1869 and as 
a United States Senator from Tennessee from 1869 to 1875.  He rose to prominence in the 1840s as 
editor of the Whig, a political newspaper that promoted Whig Party ideals and opposed secession in 
the years leading up to the Civil War.  Brownlow's uncompromising and radical viewpoints made 

him one of the most divisive figures in Tennessee po-
litical history (often called “the most hated man in 
Tennessee history”) and one of the most controversial 
politicians of the Reconstruction-era South.    

Brownlow began his career as a Methodist circuit 
rider in the 1820s.  Brownlow was both censured and 
praised by his superiors for his vicious verbal debates 
with rival missionaries of other Christian denomina-
tions.  As a newspaper editor, he was notorious for his 
relentless personal attacks against his religious and 
political opponents, sometimes to the point of being 
physically assaulted.  At the same time, he was build-
ing a large base of fiercely loyal subscribers.   As a re-
sult of his persistent opposition to secession after the 
outbreak of the Civil War, he was jailed in December 
1861, and was subsequently forced into exile in the 
North until Knoxville was occupied by Union forces in 
1863. 

As governor, he adopted the platform of the Radical 
Republicans and spent much of his term opposing the policies of his longtime political oppo-
nent Andrew Johnson.  His gubernatorial policies, which have been described as both 
autocratic and progressive, helped Tennessee become the first former Confeder-
ate state to be readmitted to the Union after the war.  Brownlow's policy of disenfranchis-
ing ex-Confederates and enfranchising former slaves fueled the rise of the Ku Klux Klan in the late 
1860s. 

In 1845, Brownlow ran against Andrew Johnson for the state's 1st District seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Using the Whig Party to support his campaign, he accused Johnson of being ille-
gitimate, suggested Johnson's relatives were murderers and thieves, and stated that Johnson was 
an atheist.  Johnson won the election by 1,300 votes, out of just over 10,000 votes cast. 

While Brownlow steadfastly supported Whig candidates, his true political idol was Kentucky sena-
tor Henry Clay.  Clay was consistently Brownlow's first choice for the party's presidential candidate 
throughout the 1840s. Brownlow's son, John, recalled that one of the few times he ever saw his fa-
ther cry was after he had received the news of Clay's defeat in the 1844 presidential election. 

A Biographical Sketch of William Gannaway “Parson” Brownlow—the 
man who guided Tennessee back into the Union following the Civil War 

Continued on Page 10 ===> 
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Brownlow's views on slavery changed over time. While his pre-Civil War writings reveal a strong 
pro-slavery slant, his name appears on an 1834 abolitionist petition. In the early 1840s, Brownlow 
supported the American Colonization Society, which sought to send freed slaves in Liberia (a cause 
also supported by Abraham Lincoln).  In subsequent years, he shifted to a staunchly pro-slavery 
stance.  Brownlow's friend and colleague, Oliver Perry Temple, stated that social pressure in the 
1830s pushed most abolitionist Southerners to adopt pro-slavery views.  However, historian Robert 
McKenzie suggests that Brownlow's pro-slavery shift might have been rooted in the rivalry between 
Northern and Southern Methodists over the slavery issue in the 1840s. 

During the course of the Civil War, Brownlow would return to an anti-slavery stance, calling for 
emancipation.  Brownlow was staunchly opposed to Southern secession. He argued that secession-
ists wanted to form a country governed by "purse-proud aristocrats" of the Southern planter class.   
When South Carolina seceded following Lincoln's election in November 1860, Brownlow derided 
the state and its "miserable cabbage-leaf of a Palmetto flag" as being descended from British loyal-
ists, thus giving it an affinity for the aristocratic types that would govern the proposed Southern 
Confederacy. 
 
By 1861, the Knoxville Whig had 14,000 subscribers, and was considered by secessionists the root 
of the stubborn pro-Union sentiment in East Tennessee (the region had overwhelmingly rejected a 
referendum on secession in February of that year). On October 24, 1861, Brownlow suspended pub-
lication of the Whig after announcing Confederate authorities were preparing to arrest him.  On No-
vember 4, he left Knoxville and went into hiding in the Great Smoky Mountains to the south.  On 
November 8, pro-Union guerillas burned several railroad bridges in East Tennessee, and attacked 
several others.  Confederate leaders immediately suspected Brownlow of complicity, but he denied 
any involvement in the attacks.  Brownlow asked for permission to leave the state, which was 
granted by Confederate Secretary of War Judah P. Benjamin. However, on December 6, as he was 
in Knoxville preparing to leave, Knox County Commissioner Robert B. Reynolds and District Attor-
ney J.C. Ramsey arrested and jailed Brownlow on charges of treason. While jailed, Brownlow wit-
nessed the trials and last moments of many of the condemned bridge-burners, which he recorded in 
a diary.  After Benjamin threatened to pardon Brownlow, he was released in late December 1861. 

Brownlow was escorted to Nashville and crossed over into Union-controlled territory on March 3, 
1862. His struggle against secession had made him a celebrity in northern states, and he embarked 
upon what would be a profitable speaking tour crisscrossing the North. In June 1862, workers at 
the Colt Armory in Hartford presented a revolver to Brownlow's daughter, Susan, who had threat-
ened to shoot two Confederate soldiers attempting to remove the American flag from the 
Brownlows' home in Knoxville. Later that year, author Erastus Beadle published a dime 
novel, Parson Brownlow and the Unionists of East Tennessee. In 1863, Philadelphia-based music 
publisher Lee and Walker issued a musical score, “Parson Brownlow's Quick Step”. 

Brownlow returned to Nashville in early 1863, and followed Ambrose Burnsides's forces back to 
Knoxville in September. In November 1863, using proceeds from his speaking tour, he re-launched 
the Whig under the title, Knoxville Whig and Rebel Ventilator, and began vengefully pursuing ex-
Confederates.  
 

Continued on Page 11 ===> 
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Brownlow was nominated for governor by a convention of Tennessee Unionists in January 1865. He 
was the only nominee. This convention also submitted state constitutional amendments 
outlawing slavery and repealing the Ordinance of Secession, thus making his state 
the first of the Southern states to leave the Confederacy. The military governor, Andrew 
Johnson, had enacted a series of measures that essentially prevented ex-Confederates from voting, 
and on March 4, Brownlow was elected by a 23,352 to 35 vote, and the amendments passed by a 
similarly lopsided margin.  The vote met President Lincoln's "1/10th test," which recognized elec-
tions in Southern states if the total vote was at least 1/10th the total vote in the 1860 presidential 
election. 
 
Brownlow arrived in Nashville, a city which he despised, in early April.  He was sworn in April 5, 
and submitted the 13th Amendment for ratification the following day. After this amendment was 
ratified, Brownlow submitted a series of bills to punish former Confederates. He disenfran-
chised for at least five years anyone who had supported the Confederacy, and, in cases of Confeder-
ate leaders, fifteen years. He later strengthened this law to require prospective voters to prove they 
had supported the Union.  

After a few months in office, Brownlow decided Johnson was too lenient toward former Confeder-
ate leaders, and aligned himself with the Radical Republicans.  In the elections for the state's con-
gressional seats held in August 1865, Brownlow tossed nearly one-third of the total vote to allow 
Radical candidate Samuel Arnell to win in the 6th District.  A small group of state legislators, led by 
state Speaker of the House William Heiskell, turned against Brownlow, fearing his actions were too 
despotic, and aligned themselves with Johnson.  By 1866, Brownlow had come to believe that some 
Southerners were plotting another rebellion, and that Andrew Johnson would be its leader.  

Brownlow began calling for civil rights to be extended to freed slaves, stating that "a loyal Negro 
was more deserving than a disloyal white man." In May 1866, he submitted the 14th Amend-
ment for ratification, which the Radicals in Congress supported, but Johnson and his allies op-
posed.  The amendment passed by a 43-11 vote.  In transmitting the news to Congress, Brownlow 
taunted Johnson, stating, "My compliments to the dead dog in the White House." As a direct re-
sult of these actions, Tennessee became the first Confederate state to be readmitted 
to the Union on July 24, 1866. 
 
The Radicals nominated Brownlow for a second term for governor in February 1867. His opponent 
was Emerson Etheridge, a frequent critic of the Brownlow administration. That same month, the 
legislature passed a bill giving the state's black residents the right to vote, and Union Leagues were 
organized to help freed slaves in this process.   With the state's ex-Confederates disfranchised, 
Brownlow easily defeated Etheridge, 74,848 to 22,548. 

By 1868, General Nathan B. Forrest had joined the Ku Klux Klan, becoming its first Grand Wizard, 
partially in response to the disfranchisement policies of Brownlow. In an interview with 
the Cincinnati Commercial, Forrest stated, “I have never recognized the present government in 
Tennessee as having any legal existence.”  He said the Klan supported the Democratic Party.  
Forrest and twelve other Klan members submitted a petition to Brownlow, stating they would cease 
their activities if Confederates were given the right to vote.  Brownlow rejected this, however, and 

Continued on Page 12 ===> 
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set about reorganizing the state guard and pressing the legislature for still greater enforcement 
powers.  Brownlow endorsed Ulysses S. Grant for president in 1868, and asked for federal troops to 
be stationed in 21 Tennessee counties to counter rising Klan activity.  In February 1869, as 
Brownlow's final term was near its end, he placed nine counties under martial law, arguing it was 
necessary to quell rising Klan violence. He also dispatched five state guard companies to oc-
cupy Pulaski, where the Klan had been founded.  After Brownlow left office in March, Forrest or-
dered the Klan to destroy its costumes and cease all activities.  

Following his reelection as governor in 1867, Brownlow decided he would not seek a third term, and 
instead sought the Senate seat that would be vacated by David T. Patterson, Andrew Johnson's son-
in-law, in 1869.  In October 1867, the state legislature elected Brownlow over William B. Stokes by a 
63 to 39 vote.  By the time he was sworn in, a persistent nervous disease had weakened him consid-
erably, and the Senate clerk had to read his speeches.  One of his speeches was a defense 
of Ambrose Burnside, the Union general who had liberated Knoxville from Confederate forces in 
1863.  

After his Senate term ended in 1875, Brownlow returned to Knoxville.  Having sold the Whig in 
1869, Brownlow purchased an interest in the Knoxville Chronicle, a Republican newspaper pub-
lished by his old protégé, William Rule. The paper's name was changed to the Knoxville Whig and 
Chronicle.  In 1876, Brownlow endorsed Rutherford B. Hayes for president.  In December of the 
same year, he spoke at the opening of Knoxville College, which had been established for the city's 
African-American residents. 

On the night of April 28, 1877, Brownlow collapsed at his home, and died the following afternoon. 
The cause of death was given as "paralysis of the bowels." He was interred in Knoxville's Old Gray 
Cemetery following a funeral procession described by his colleague, Oliver Perry Temple, as the 
largest in the city's history up to that time.  
 
Brownlow remained a divisive figure for decades after his death. In 1999, historian Stephen Ash 

wrote, "more than 120 years after his death, merely mentioning his name in the Volunteer State can 

evoke raucous laughter or bitter curses." Brownlow has been described as "Tennessee's worst gover-

nor," and the "most hated man in Tennessee History."  A 1981 poll of fifty-two Tennessee historians 

that ranked the state's governors on ability, accomplishments, and statesmanship, placed Brownlow 

dead last.  In 1987, the Tennessee state legislature (which was dominated by Democrats) banned his 

portrait from the state Capitol.   To this day, his portrait remains displayed inside the Tennessee 

State Museum rather than the Capitol. 

 

 

 

 

***** 
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Sources:   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Gannaway_Brownlow 
 
  http://www.tennesseehistory.com/class/Hatedman.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulaski,_Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambrose_Burnside
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Rule_(American_editor)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knoxville_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Gray_Cemetery
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Calendar of Important Events 

Camp Mess will continue to be the second Tuesday : 
 
We hold a monthly Camp Mess meeting on the second Tuesday of each 
month at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN, starting at 
12:30 p.m.  Our February meeting will be on 9 February 2016 and our 
March meeting with be on 8 March 2016. 
 
20 February 2016:  Department of Tennessee (with Mississippi and Ala-
bama) Annual Encampment to be held in Memphis, TN hosted by Sultana 
Camp No. 1.  If you want to go, a Registration Form is available on the main 
page of the Department of Tennessee website under the Encampment No-
tice with a blue link entitled, “Click Here For Registration Form.”   It is also 
available on our Camp website under the “Calendar” tab.  Simply scroll 
down to the event and at the very bottom of the description of the Depart-
ment Encampment is a blue link entitled “Registration Form.”  Also, re-
member to make hotel reservations if you need them. 
 
20 March 2016:  First camp quarterly meeting of 2016!  We will meet at 
the East Tennessee History Center and Museum in Knoxville.  The educa-
tional and business meeting will start at 3 pm with an Officers’ Meeting pre-
ceding that meeting starting at 2 pm.  Noted historian and author David 
Madden will provide the educational program.  Please see the cover story in 
this issue for more information. 
 
22-23 April 2016:  Thompson-Brown House Heritage Fest / Civil War 
Reenactment / Living History weekend! 
 
22-23 April 2016:  Sultana Descendant’s Association annual reunion at 
Mount Olive Baptist Church in Maryville.  100th anniversary of Sultana me-
morial dedication.  We will once again re-dedicate this monument in honor 
of those who lost their life on the way home from war in 1865 in what re-
mains the greatest maritime disaster in United States military history. 
 
30 May 2016:  Memorial Day at Knoxville National Cemetery. 
 
24 July 2016:  150th anniversary of the re-admission of Tennessee to the 
Union.  We will conduct headstone and memorial re-dedications at Knox-
ville National Cemetery including re-enactors and invited speakers. 
 
10—14 August 2016:  135th Encampment of the Grand Army of the Re-
public and its Allied Orders at Springfield, Illinois. 
 
30 September—1 October 2016:  Central Region Association of the Al-
lied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic Annual Meeting.  The first 
time that the Department of Tennessee has hosted.  Hotel arrangements 
have been made with the Comfort Inn in Franklin, TN.  Meetings will be 
held at Fort Negley in Nashville. 

Be sure to visit our Camp 
Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for news of 
changes in time or place! 

Reminder! 
 
Try to keep your weekends free as 
we will need volunteers to help us 
do headstone dedications and 
cleanings throughout the year.   
 
26 March 2016—Cleaning of 
Sultana Monument at Mount Olive 
Cemetery.  We will meet at the 
cemetery at 10 am. 

National Notes! 
 
The Abraham Lincoln Hilton Hotel 
is now accepting reservations for 
the 2016  Encampment in Spring-
field, IL.  The direct number to the 
hotel is 217-544-8800 and the Na-
tional Reservation phone number 
is 866-788-1860.  The rate is 
$106.00 not including taxes.  
 
All are invited to participate in the 
60th Annual Lincoln Tomb Cere-
mony, sponsored by the SUVCW 
and MOLLUS, commemorating 
the 151st Anniversary of President 
Abraham Lincoln’s death. It will be 
held at the Lincoln Tomb in Oak 
Ridge Cemetery in Springfield, 
Illinois at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
April 16, 2016.  Check the national 
web site for the form to RSVP at-
tendance. 

tel:217-544-8800
tel:866-788-1860
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


