
 

Our first Quarterly 
Meeting  of 2017 will 
be held on March 26th 

at the East Tennessee 
History Center and 
Museum in downtown 
Knoxville.  The start 
time is 2 p.m.  As usu-
al, parking will likely 
be best at the State 
Street garage and then 
walk across the bridge 
past the Riviera Thea-

ter to Gay Street.   
 
We are extremely for-
tunate to have as our 
guest speaker Randal 
Pierce, a contemporary 
maker of longrifles 
and a well-known na-
tional expert. 
 
He will have a Power-
Point presentation, 
“The Longrifle in the 

Great Smokey Moun-
tains” and will bring a 
few rifles for display. 
It should be a really 
interesting and edu-
cational talk and dis-
play.   Below is a pic-
ture of his display at 
the 2013 Tennessee 
Kentucky Rifle Show. 
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Civil War Timeline 
 

Events of the war during February 
 
 
February 8-9, 1861 -  
 
The southern states that seceded create a government at Montgomery, Alabama, and the Confeder-
ate States of America are formed. 
 
February 18, 1861-  
 
Jefferson Davis is appointed the first President of the Confederate States of America at Montgomery, 
Alabama, a position he will hold until elections can be arranged. 
 
February 6, 1862-  
 
Surrender of Fort Henry, Tennessee.  The lost of this southern fort on the Tennessee River opened 
the door to Union control of the river. 
 
February 8, 1862-  
 
Battle of Roanoke Island, North Carolina.  A Confederate defeat, the battle resulted in Union occu-
pation of eastern North Carolina and control of Pamlico Sound, to be used as a Northern base for 
further operations against the southern coast. 
 
February 16, 1862-  
 
Surrender of Fort Donelson, Tennessee.  This primary southern fort on the Cumberland River left 
the river in Union hands.  It was here that Union General Ulysses S. Grant gained his nickname 
"Unconditional Surrender". 
 
February 22, 1862-  
 
Jefferson Davis is inaugurated as President of the Confederate States of America. 
 
February 9, 1864-  
 
Escape from Libby Prison, Richmond.  After weeks of digging, 109 Union officers made their escape 
from the notorious Libby Prison, the largest and most sensational escape of the war. Though 48 of 
the escapees were later captured and two drowned, 59 were able to make their way into Union lines. 
 
February 27, 1864-  
 
In Georgia, Camp Sumter Prison Camp opens. Universally referred to as Andersonville Prison Camp, 
it will become notorious for overcrowded conditions and a high death rate among its inmates. 
 
February 14-20, 1864-  
 
Union Capture and Occupation of Meridian, Mississippi. Union forces under William T. Sherman 
enter the city of Meridian, Mississippi after a successful month of campaigning through the central 

https://www.nps.gov/ande


 
McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
February 2017 

Page 3 

part of the state. The capture of this important southern town, well known for its industry 
and storage capabilities, severely hampers the efforts of Confederate commanders to sustain 
their armies in the Deep South, Georgia and west of the Mississippi River. 
 
February 17, 1864-  
 
First Successful Submarine Attack of the Civil War.  The CSS H.L. Hunley, a seven-man 
submergible craft, attacked the USS Housatonic outside of Charleston, South Carolina.  
Struck by the submarine's torpedo, the Housatonic broke apart and sank, taking all but five 
of her crew with her.  Likewise, the Hunley was also lost and never heard from again until 
discovered in 1995 at the spot where it sank after the attack. 
 
February 1, 1865-  
 
Sherman's Army leaves Savannah to march through the Carolinas. 
 
February 17, 1865-  
 
Sherman's Army captures Columbia, South Carolina while Confederate defenders evacuate 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
February 22, 1865-  
 
Wilmington, NC, falls to Union troops, closing the last important southern port on the east 
coast. On this same day, Joseph E. Johnston is restored to command of the nearly shattered 
Army of the Tennessee replacing John B. Hood, who had resigned a month earlier. 
 

 

On 22 January 2017, SVC and 

Graves Registration Officer Rich-

ard Holmes decorated the grave of 

Private Edward Seymore, 

who served with Company A, 3rd 

Tennessee Mounted Infantry.  The 

grave is located in the West View 

Cemetery in Sweetwater, Tennes-

see.  Huzzah on another job well 

done!! 
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Dear Brothers, 
 

Time seems to be moving quickly this year as we are already 

saying good by to January. 

 

We have several planned events coming up. First and foremost 

is our monthly Camp Mess at Calhoun’s on February 14th. 

Hopefully everyone will be able to attend as it is a great time 

for planning future meetings and projects. 

 

A reminder that up coming events the Department of Tennes-

see Encampment is March 4-5 in Murfreesboro and our Quar-

terly meeting on March 26th  at the East Tennessee Historical Society in Knoxville. Both 

will be topics for discussion at our Camp Mess. Like any organization there is a need to 

continue to make efforts to recruit new members. Bring your ideas to our Camp Mess. 

 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
 

Max Renfro 
 
 
Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 
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On Satur-
day, 21 January 2017, David McReynolds, National Treasurer of the SUVCW and 2017 Camp 
Treasurer for our McTeer Camp, who is the son of both Union and Confederate ancestors, at-
tended the 24th Annual Robert E. Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson Birthday Celebration 
at the special invitation of Earl Smith, Commander of the Knoxville, TN Longstreet-Zollicoffer 
Camp #87 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans (on the right in picture above). 
 
As might be imagined, I was the only person in attendance dressed in Union blue and, as such, 
drew a lot of attention—all positive and in the spirit of comradery.   We enjoyed a great dinner, 
interesting remarks from Lt. Col. Mike Landree, U.S.M.C., Ret., Executive Director of the Na-
tional Organization, Sons of Confederate Veterans (pictured left above), and a moving Candle-
light Service honoring the ancestors who fought in the Civil War of those in attendance. 
 
The Sons of Confederate Veterans in Knoxville is a large organization that has many, many ac-
tive members.  While we have done so many wonderful things over the past few years with our 
camp here in Maryville, I hope we can grow the overall presence of the Sons of Union Veterans 
in East Tennessee.  After all, East Tennessee was a Unionist stronghold.  I suspect we have many 
Tennessee natives who do not on which side their ancestors fought.   

Attending the Lee-Jackson Dinner 
with our Confederate Brothers 



 

I only hope you find this 

month’s offering as interesting 

as I have because it is about the 

“Great Locomotive Chase” that 

took place between Atlanta and 

Ringgold, Georgia in early 1862, 

almost what I would consider as 

“local history.”  The book is 

written by Russell S. Bonds and 

is titled Stealing the General – 

The Great Locomotive Chase 

and the First Medal of Honor. 

Mr. Bonds lives in Marietta, GA 

and is a lawyer who holds a 

Bachelor of Science degree from 

Georgia Tech and a law degree 

from the University of Georgia. 

While not a “professional histo-

rian” by trade, his research and 

superb quality of writing, as il-

lustrated in this book, should 

rank him among the best aca-

demics. 

 

 Mr. Bonds examines, in 

detail, the planning of the raid, 

or in this case, the lack of 

thinking through many of the 

goals and strategies of this mil-

itary incursion behind enemy 

lines including the raid itself 

and the events that played out, 

the capture of the raiders and 

their subsequent incarceration 

and the attempted escape and 

execution of James Andrews 

and seven of his men. The story 

continues through the award-

ing of the first Medals’ of Hon-

or by the Secretary of War, Ed-

win Stanton, and the President, 

Abraham Lincoln, and con-

cludes with how the military 

expedition has been treated in 

history, including a quick re-

view of the movies that have 

used the theme of the raid.   

 I do not plan to go into a 

great amount of detail for this 

review, I will leave that to the 

future reader of the book but I 

will summarize a few key 

themes that were developed by 

the author. First the raid was 

not very well planned out. Gen-

eral Ormsby Mitchell, a divi-

sion commander in Don Carlos 

Buell’s Army of the Ohio, was 

From the Book Rack— 

by Mike Downs 

looking about for a way to 

break loose from his slow 

moving commanding general 

and when civilian and double 

agent James Andrews pro-

posed an incursion deep into 

Confederate territory they 

both relished the opportunity.  

With Buell giving his permis-

sion, the scheme included 

capturing a train on the West-

ern Atlantic Railroad at Big 

Shanty, now Kennesaw, Geor-

gia, burning several bridges 

and destroying as much track 

as possible on their way to the 

railroad hub of Chattanooga, 

Tennessee while General 

Mitchell’s division would also 

drive on the same city hoping 

to capture it for the Union. 

Please remember that most of 

the Union forces were 

fighting along the Mississippi 

River in 1862, think about 

Fort Donelson and the likes 

of Shiloh, while the war in the 

east was taking place in a 

small zone between Washing-

ton City and Ricmond, Vir-

ginia. The area where the An-

drews raid took place was un-

der very firm rebel control 

and would be until 1864 and 

Sherman’s Atlanta campaign; 
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in other words, the conclusion of Mr. Bonds is that overall the military planning left a great deal to 

be desired. Of course, they were all captured with many tried in Knoxville and eight eventually being 

executed by a military firing squad. Eight more made successful escapes and the rest were sent to 

Castle Thunder in Richmond and eventual exchange. Most interesting is the section on the develop-

ment of the Medal of Honor, how the raiders were selected to be the very first recipients, and what 

eventually became of the men later in their lives.  Also of interest, is the tale of William Fuller, the 

W.A.R.R. conductor on the General, which was the name of the northern constructed locomotive 

that was commandeered by the raiders and his efforts to retrieve his train. Overall, a “thumbs up” 

read! 

 

 

 

  

 

 The hard facts of the book include the length at 375 pages with academic footnoting at the 

conclusion and a good index.  It was published by Westholme Publishing located in Yardley, Penn-

sylvania in 2007. The book cost $30.00 dollars but of course if it sounds of interest to you, please ask 

to borrow it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

An additional note, Carol saw me reading the book before 

Christmas and while at a local hobby shop I pointed out to her an HO scale train set that featured the 

General.  I truly didn’t think anything more of it until Christmas morning when I found a rather large 

gift which turned out to be the train set. Subsequently I have now purchased the Texas, which was 

for the most part the key chase locomotive and I am in the process of developing a display based on 

the Andrews’ Raid while having a great deal of fun putting it all together. (I cannot figure out why I 

sold my childhood train set when I was in college.  I really must have needed some money?) Finally, 

on our way home from a trip over the first weekend in February, we stopped at the Southern Muse-

um of Locomotive History  in Kennesaw, Georgia and viewed the real General, which is permanently 

housed there.  A trip I would recommend to everyone interested in this bit of Civil War history. 

 

***** 

From the Book Rack—continued from page 6 
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Make your plans to attend 

The Department of Tennessee 

Annual Encampment 

Hosted by the Army of the Tennessee Camp No. 64 

SUVCW 

Murfreesboro, TN 

March 4, 2017 
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Continued on Page 10 ===> 
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The Burial of the Crew of the C.S.S. Hunley 

The crew's journey to this day began on February 17th, 1864, when they achieved a maritime first by 

sinking the USS Housatonic. After the Hunley successfully completed its mission, the sub's crew 

signaled to shore that they were on the way home and then mysteriously vanished. Since then, the 

fate of the Hunley and her crew became a part of American legend and intrigue.  

 

April 17th, 2004 

 

The morning was warm, and the waters off Charleston Harbor were unusually calm. It was perhaps 

the same sort of sea Hunley commander Lieutenant Dixon was waiting for in 1864 when he and his 

crew launched the experimental vessel that began the age of modern day submarines. 

 

But this day would not mark the beginning of the Hunley crew's mission, but rather the completion 

of their century long journey to a final burial. On April 17th, 2004, the submarine pioneers that 

manned the first successful combat submarine were buried. 

 

The ceremony began at 9.15 am with a memorial service at White Points Garden. Immediately after 

the ceremony, horse drawn caissons followed by a 19th century period dressed procession led the 

crew to the their final resting place. The procession marched 4.5-miles through downtown Charles-

ton, and ended at Magnolia Cemetery. The Hunley's eight-man crew was then laid to rest next to 

others who lost their life on Hunley test missions. 

 

A Celebration of our Nation's History 

 

The Hunley crew's burial required nearly a year of planning and volunteers gave thousands of hours 

of their time to ensure the crew's interment was a memorable and dignified event. The burial was 

attended by tens of thousands of people who came to honor the crew and witness this historic mo-

ment. Visitors came from around the world including Australia, Germany, France, and Great Brit-

ain.  

 

Additionally, the Friends of Hunley research team was able to locate descendants of 3 of the crew-

members, and they participated in the burial of their ancestors. Family members of Frank Collins, 

James Wicks, and Joseph Ridgaway were in attendance as well as a descendant of Queenie Bennett, 

the woman historians believe gave Lieutenant Dixon his life saving gold coin. The attendance of 

crewmember descendents and the overwhelming amount visitors made the burial not just solemn 

and inspirational event, but a celebration of our nation's history. 

 

Hundreds of journalists came to Charleston to cover what many have called the last Confederate 

burial. The Hunley crew's faces and biographies were on every news network and in every major pa-

per in the U. S. as well as many overseas. Because of this, when the crew was buried, the world was 

Continued on Page 11 ===> 
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Continued on Page 12 ===> 

not watching strangers being laid to rest, but rather people whose faces we now knew and personal 

histories we can remember. 

 

The Hunley Crew's Final Journey 

 

When the Hunley was finally located in 1995, one of the main goals of the Hunley Commission and 

Friends of the Hunley was to bring these maritime pioneers home and lay them to rest with honor. 

Warren Lasch, Chairman of Friends of the Hunley, explained the importance of that goal in his bur-

ial remarks when he said, "All Americans have a responsibility to preserve our nation's history, and 

we all have an obligation to honor the achievements of the generations that came before us." 

 

The Hunley crew's 140-year journey of maritime achievement, technology and intrigue finally has 

ended with the burial fate had for so long made impossible. Now, at last, they are at rest.  

Source:  

http://hunley.org/main_index.asp?CONTENT=CREWB 

Copyright (c) 2014 Friends of the Hunley  

***** 
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2017 Calendar 
The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 is based in Maryville, Tennessee and serves a 
broad geographic area from Athens, Tennessee in the south to the Tri-Cities in the north, in-
cluding the Knoxville metropolitan area.  The camp holds a monthly Camp Mess meeting the 
second Tuesday of each month at the Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville.  It also 
holds three quarterly educational meetings and an Annual Encampment, which are currently 
held at the East Tennessee History Center and Museum in Knoxville, Tennessee.  All who are 
interested in Civil War history and honoring those who served to preserve the Union, whether 
they have a direct ancestor or not, are welcome to join.   Information and an application to join 
may be found on the camp’s web site, www.mcteer39.org.  The camp was honored to have re-
ceived the 2014-2015 Abraham Lincoln Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the Most Outstanding 
Camp in the SUVCW. 
 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Calhoun’s on the Creek Res-
taurant in Maryville, TN starting at 12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch 
meetings and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building upon the brother-
hood of the order.   
 
 
14 February Camp Mess 
 
4-5 March  Department of Tennessee Encampment, Murfreesboro, TN 
 
14 March  Camp Mess 
 
26 March  Quarterly Meeting, East Tennessee History Center, Knoxville, TN 
 
11 April  Camp Mess 
 
22 April   Thompson Brown House Living History Day 
 
30 April  Ceremony at Sultana Monument/Memorial 
 
9 May   Camp Mess 
 
29 May  Memorial Day Holiday – Knoxville National Cemetery 
 
30 May (Tues.) Memorial Day – (Small) Ceremony at Grave of Will McTeer 
 
13 June  Camp Mess 
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2017 Calendar 
Be sure and visit our Camp Website at www.mcteer39.org.   
 
There is a page with a complete Calendar of Events that is updated regularly.  
Check back often for news of changes in time or place! 

25 June  Quarterly Meeting 
 
4 July   Independence Day 
 
11 July   Camp Mess 
 
23 July (Sun.) (Small) Ceremony at Grave of William Brownlow (Readmission Day)  
 
August  Camp Mess 
 
10-13 August  National Encampment, Lansing, MI 
 
19 August   East Tennessee Historical Society History Fair 
 
12 September Camp Mess 
 
24 September Quarterly Meeting 
 
Fall (Date TBA) Ceremony at new Veterans Memorial at Blount County 
   Courthouse to honor all Blount County Civil Veterans 
 
10 October  Camp Mess 
 
11 November   Fort Dickerson Living History Day 
 
14 November  Camp Mess 
 
28 November (?) Annual Encampment 
 
9 December  Maryville/Alcoa Jaycees Christmas Parade 
 
12 December  Camp Mess 
 
16 December  Wreaths Across America 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a broth-
er or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


