
 

       

On Saturday, 13 De-

cember 2014,  at 10 

AM, we held our 5th 

annual encampment  

at the historic Sam 

Houston School-

house in Maryville, 

TN. 

We discussed activi-

ties in which our 

camp participated in 

2014 and plans for 

2015.   

 

Officers for 2015 were 

elected as follows: 

David McReynolds, 

Commander 

Michael Downs, Sr. 

Vice Commander 

Steve Wallace, Jr. Vice 

Commander 

Doug Fidler, Secretary 

Robert Wallace, Treas-

urer 

Craig Brown, PDC, 

PCC, Counselor 

Appointed officers 

are to remain as they 

were in 2014. 

Pictured above  

(standing) are Steve 

Wallace dressed in 

his authentic artillery 

uniform holding our 

camp guidon, Craig 

Brown, George Lane, 

PCC, Robert Wallace 

and (seated) David 

McReynolds. 

 

5th Annual Encampment at the 
Historic Sam Houston Schoolhouse 

Calendar of    
Important Dates 

 January 31, 2015:  Department 
of Tennessee Encampment, 
Fort Negley Visitors Center, 
Nashville, TN (National 
Commander-in-chief is at-
tending!) 

 February 10, 2015:  Monthly 
Camp Mess at Calhoun’s on 
the Creek, Maryville, TN at 
12 Noon 

 March 23, 2015:  Quarterly 
Meeting of  Camp at Blount 
County Public Library at 
6:30 PM 

 April 30—May3, 2015:  Blue & 
Gray Reunion & Freedom 
Jubilee, Knoxville, TN 

 August 20-23, 2015:  SUVCW 
National Encampment, Rich-
mond, VA 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Moutaineers 
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Inside this issue: 

Preserving the 

memory of the 

Grand Army of the 

Republic and our 

Ancestors who 

Fought to Preserve 

the Union 1861-

1865! 



 

From The Book Rack 

Book reviews by Mike Downs 
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The first book that I would like to write about is For Cause & for Country – A Study of 

the Affair at Spring Hill & the Battle of Franklin by Eric A. Jacobson and co-authored 

with Richard A Rupp.  There is absolutely nothing that I can say but that this new 

tome about John Bell Hood’s 1864 Tennessee Campaign sets the standard for the 

study of this key Western Theater Campaign. If you are looking for the answer to the 

question about how John Schofield’s Union Corp managed to get around Hood’s army 

at Spring Hill you will not find it.  But the author does present the most comprehen-

sive overview of what actually occurred at this most critical choke point. A gain, if you 

are trying to figure the reasoning behind why Union General George Wagner placed his men in front of the 

main Union Line at Franklin, it’s not here but how it actually came about is looked at in great detail. The 

analysis is superb with a profound examination of the total casualties on both sides.  As an example, the 

author feels that there were 8,500 known “hors de combat” but suggests that with the “fog of battle”, this 

number probably should be around 10,000. And please remember that this basically occurred within a two 

hour time frame.  Overall, what this book does is make you ask why isn’t this battle enshrined in our mem-

ory like Gettysburg?  After reading this book and then walking the streets and the preserved areas of Frank-

lin, a whole new sense of history came over me about this tragic battle and I only wish that all of the citi-

zens of that area of Tennessee could come to feel the same way. 

The text portion of the book is 580 pages with academic style footnotes at the bottom of the page not 
tacked on at the end.  This makes for much smoother reading and comprehension if you tire of flipping to 
the back of the book as I do to look at references.  There is a complete “Order of Battle” for both armies, a 
very good bibliography, numerous pictures that I have never seen before, some good maps and a complete 

index.  So if you are interested in Hood’s Tennessee Campaign, forget about 
McDonough and Connelly’s Five Tragic Hours – The Battle of Franklin, which I used 
to consider one of the best books about that specific area of combat, or any of Wiley 
Sword’s writing about the battle and spend a few hours of your time reading what 
surely will be at the top tier of historical research for many years to come. 
 
Another newly published book by the well-known Civil War Historian James McPher-

son is Embattled Rebel – Jefferson Davis as Commander in Chief which I found not to 

be up to his usual high quality of writing.  The author spends very little time examin-

ing the key issue of slavery and how the President of the so called Confederacy dealt 

with it as a political question. Next there is missing what the New York Times reviewer 

of the book, Steven Hahn, calls the lack of “a wider and deeper perspective on what 

Davis brought into the Confederacy and how it might have framed his strategic vi-

sion.”  After all, Jefferson Davis was certainly what we might call a professional politi-

cian having spent time as both the Secretary of War and a United States Senator.  And finally, McPherson’s 

treatment of Davis as commander-in-chief gives the Confederacy a legitimacy it never achieved during the 

Civil War epoch, never from the Lincoln administration nor any foreign government. This book is one I 

suggest you take a pass on.  

Have you read any good books lately?  Let me know about them or any comments on my reviews 

 at :   mpdowns@michiana.org. 
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Members of the Major Wil-

liam A. McTeer Camp No. 

39 of the SUVCW held a  

luncheon meeting or “Camp 

Mess” at Calhoun’s on the 

Creek in Maryville, TN on 

Wednesday, January 14, 

2015 at 12 Noon. 

It was a time for socializing 

and getting to know one an-

other just a little better and 

an opportunity to begin 

planning for what should be 

a very busy year for our 

camp. 

After discussion, we decided 

to continue these luncheon 

meetings monthly on the 

second Tuesday of each 

month.  The next Camp 

Mess will be Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 10, 2015 at 12 Noon at 

Calhoun’s. 

We also set the time for the 

next formal meeting of 

our camp—Monday eve-

ning, March 23rd, 6:30 to 

8:30 PM at the Blount 

County Public Library in 

Maryville, TN. 

***** 

We wanted to find new ways 

to communicate to our 

membership and to hope-

fully create some excitement 

to build even greater atten-

dance at the events  in 

which our camp partici-

pates.  We also want it to be 

a vehicle whereby our mem-

bers can share  information 

This is our third issue of our 

camp newsletter—McTeer’s 

Loyal Mountaineers!  We 

plan to publish it monthly in 

2015!  Its birth came as a 

result of discussion between 

Mike Downs, our Senior 

Vice Commander , and my-

self at the  National En-

campment in Marietta, GA. 

that would be of interest to 

other members and news-

letter readers.  So, if you 

have something that you 

want published, just let me 

(David McReynolds,  

Newsletter Editor) know by 

Facebook  post, e-mail or 

even snail mail.  Even a 

telephone call would do. 

Message from the Camp Commander  

1st Camp Mess Judged A Success!! 

ated at two events in which 

our camp participated last 

year and re-contacted those 

people to see if there re-

mains any interest in joining 

our camp.  I have already 

received one response. 

We have an ambitious sched-

ule for 2015 with the Blue-

Gray Reunion and Jubilee 

starting things off  from 30  

April 2015 to 3 May 2015.  It is 

important that our camp 

shows “what it is made of” as 

we sponsor the re-dedication 

of the Sultana monument at 

Mt. Olive cemetery complete 

with an expert speaker and 

ceremonial splendor.  

In Fraternity, Charity and Loy-

alty,  

David McReynolds 

Brothers: 

I am excited at the prospects  

for our camp for 2015.  On 14 

January 2015, we held our 

first monthly Camp Mess 

with 8  brothers in atten-

dance.  Included were one 

new member and one pro-

spective member. 

I have also taken the  “new 

member prospect lists gener-
David McReynolds, 

Camp Commander 

This book is a collector’s guide 

and introductory history to the 

Grand Army of the Republic, 

Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War, and the Military Or-

der of the Loyal Legion. A 

“must have” volume for both 

historians and collectors.   On 

sale now at www.suvcw.org for 

$39.95 plus $5.00 shipping. 

Contribute to our Camp Newsletter!! 
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2014—The Year In Review In Pictures! 
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Contributed by David McReynolds 

When I was at Shockoe Hill Cemetery 

in Richmond, VA in April 2014 to 

honor my confederate ancestor, I 

learned the story of the many Union 

soldiers also buried there.  While there, 

I included a short memorial service to 

these brave sons of freedom in the 

name of the SUVCW.   

The following is taken from the website 

www.soldiersofshockoehill.com: 

“Richmond was flooded with federal 

prisoners after the Battle of First Ma-

nassas (21 July 1861), many of them 

badly wounded. The Confederate au-

thorities were not prepared for their 

own casualties, much less the Yankee 

army's, and scrambled to find space. 

While most prisoners were housed in 

various tobacco warehouses just east of 

downtown Richmond, many of the se-

riously wounded or ill POWs were 

taken to the brand-new City Alms 

House, on Shockoe Hill just north of 

downtown.  

 

Loaned by the City of Richmond to the 

Confederate medical service, and later 

officially designated General Hospital 

Number 1, this 

large, well-

ventilated brick 

building housed 

wounded and sick 

Union soldiers on 

and off for the 

next two years, 

along with hun-

dreds of wounded 

Confederates. 

The City Alms 

House still stands 

today, virtually 

unchanged from 

its wartime appearance.  

The City of Richmond, which also 

owned and maintained Shockoe Hill 

Cemetery directly across Hospital 

Street from the Alms House building, 

took responsibility for burying the 

Hospital dead (as well as some prison-

ers who died elsewhere in the city). 

Thereafter, the assumption by all in 

Richmond - for the next 140 years - 

was that the men were interred, and 

remained to this day, in a large grave 

within the cemetery walls.  However, 

my research into the "Roll of Honor" 

and other sources establishes that the 

men actually were taken one block 

east of the cemetery, just outside the 

cemetery wall, and buried in two lots 

adjacent to a building known in that 

time as the "City Poor House". Unlike 

the Alms House, the City Poor House 

is long gone. That site and the burial 

lots next to it are now part of the He-

brew Cemetery of Richmond.  

Also lost to history until recently, was 

that some of the men were not sol-

diers at all, but Unionist civilians who 

were identified as soldiers when bur-

ied. We also now know that all, sol-

diers and civilians alike, were disin-

terred in 1866-67, with the soldiers 

reinterred in the Richmond National 

Cemetery in east Richmond. They rest 

there today as unknowns.  

Although the United Daughters of the 

Confederacy erected a monument in 

Shockoe Hill Cemetery in 1938 that 

referred to Confederate and Union 

dead, the United States government 

never memorialized the service and 

sacrifice of the men originally buried 

there.  

Finally, in 2002, the Virginia Com-

mandery of the Military Order of the 

Loyal Legion of the United States, an 

organization of Union Army officer 

descendants and others, ensured that 

the federal soldiers' original resting 

place on Shockoe Hill - and their 

memory - were identified for future 

generations. The Commandery ar-

ranged for the Department of Veter-

ans Affairs to create a suitable marker, 

which the Commandery dedicated in 

October 2002.  

The eighty-eight names recorded at 

the time of burial appear on the 

marker.  Many are misspelled, and no 

unit information was recorded at bur-

ial. Extensive ongoing research since 

the placing of the marker in 2002 has 

uncovered the correct names and 

units of many of these men.  Also un-

covered have been the names and 

units of others possibly buried on 

Shockoe Hill but not listed by name 

when buried (and therefore not listed 

on the marker). “ 

 

********** 

 

The Story of the Soldiers and their Marker  



 

Editor: 
David McReynolds 
4323 Near Shore Dr. 
Louisville, TN 37777 

SUVCW—MAJ. 
WM. A. MCTEER 
CAMP NO. 39 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary 

membership is available to a male descen-

dant of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or 

member of the Revenue Cutter Service be-

tween 12 April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You 

may either be a direct descendent or de-

scended from a brother or sister of the per-

son who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men 

who do not have the ancestry to qualify for 

hereditary membership. 

 One option is go to the national website 

(www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” 

tab and follow the directions to access and 

submit an application.  Be sure to include 

your interest in our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 

Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can go directly to our webpage at the 

following address:  http://suvcw-dept-tn.org/

camps/maj-wm-a-mcteer-camp-no-39/.     Here 

you will find a form to fill out with basic contact 

information.  Someone with our camp will get 

back to you promptly. 

 Or, you can message us on Facebook or just  ex-

press your interest to any current SUVCW 

member.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Once you have submitted your application with 

an interest in our camp, you will be contacted 

by our Camp Secretary, Doug Fidler. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.  You may also 
access our camp website from 
our Facebook page. 
 

We are on the 

Web!!! 

To: 


