
 

2016 was another 

busy year for our 

Camp.  Past Camp 

Commander David 

McReynolds’ annual 

report is included in 

this issue.  Take a few 

minutes and read 

about all the events.  

Similar to last year, 

32 of our members 

attended at least one 

event.  The greatest 

attendance was 18 at 

the Readmission Day 

celebration in the 

sweltering heat of a 

very  hot July day.   At 

that event, we also 

had over 150 mem-

bers of our commu-

nity attend, including 

guests, re-enactors, 

musicians and scouts. 

We ended the year 

with our monthly 

Camp Mess meeting  

on 13 December 2016 

and two events:  the 

Maryville-Alcoa Jay-

cees Christmas Pa-

rade on 10 December 

2016 and placing 

wreaths at Knoxville 

National Cemetery 

on 17 December 

2016. 

Several members 

participated in the 

parade.  Roy Gamble 

had to pull the trailer 

with his truck this 

year as his beautiful 

antique tractor was 

not up to it.  The pa-

rade’s theme this 

year was “Toyland” 

and our trailer had a 

cut-out of a Toy Sol-

dier along with ob-

jects representing the 

Camp and the Civil 

War period.  The 

members participat-

ing had a great time 

interacting with the 

crowd and especially 

the many children 

who turn out each 

year. 

We once again par-

ticipated in Wreaths 

Across America both 

in fundraising and in 

placing wreaths on 

the appointed day at 

Knoxville National 

Cemetery.  Our Camp 

chose to support 

Knoxville National 

Cemetery because it 

was not getting equal 

support as compared 

with the larger veter-

ans’ cemetery located 

in a more affluent 

part of Knoxville.   

Union Maj. Gen. 

Ambrose E. Burnside 

established the Knox-
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ville National Cemetery during the Civil War after the siege of Knoxville and subsequent Battle 

of Fort Sanders. 

 

Capt. E.B. Chamberlain, the assistant quartermaster, was assigned the task of designing the 

national cemetery at Knoxville. The first interments were remains exhumed from Cumberland 

Gap, Concord and many other regional sites. Chamberlain’s design and system for recording 

interments was so effective that, in 1866, Gen. E.G. Whitman, observed that the cemetery had 

been "the only burial ground of Union soldiers…originally laid out and conducted to the pre-

sent time in a manner and on a system that rendered it suitable to be converted into a national 

cemetery without material alteration or change, or removal of a single body." 
 

The most significant monu-
ment at the cemetery is the 
Union Soldiers’ Monument, 
also referred to as the Wilder 
Monument, at the east cor-
ner of the grounds.  The 
Grand Army of the Republic, 
Department of Tennessee, 
erected the memorial to 
honor the state’s Union sol-
diers, raising over $11,000 
through the contributions of 
more than 7,000 individual 
donors.   

While several hundred wreaths 
were placed on soldiers’ graves 
on 17 December 2016, we have 
much more work to do.  There 
are more than 9,000 graves at 
the cemetery.  More wreaths are 
placed each year, but we only 
place a wreath on a fraction of 
the graves there.  We continue 
to seek out more partners to 
help fund raise in support of the 
program and specifically at this 
cemetery. 
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On 15 January 2017, Richard W. Holmes, SVC and Graves Registration Officer, 
once again had the honor and privilege to install a new marker for a Union veteran.  This time 
it was Private James Hicks of Company D, 3rd Tennessee Mounted Infantry who is buried at 
West View Cemetery in Sweetwater, TN.  Not only had the marker worn and broke, but his 
name was spelled wrong (Hix vs. Hicks). Thanks to Polly Toole Auxiliary Member Kelly Wat-
son Holmes, Michael Holmes and Junior Member Carter Holmes for their hard work and as-

sistance in making this happen. 

https://www.facebook.com/kelly.w.holmes.9
https://www.facebook.com/kelly.w.holmes.9
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008713241569
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Once again, it has been a pleasure to have served as Camp Commander this past year.  All broth-
ers in the Camp have worked hard to accomplish a great deal and my purpose here is to attempt 
to summarize our activities.  This year we were building on all the things we did last year that 
led to our winning the Abraham Lincoln Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the most outstanding 
Camp in the SUVCW. 
 
Our goals this year: 
 

1.   Continue the growth of the camp.  We need to attract a younger mix of members—
as such, we will seek to add 5 new members under the age of 50.  We also serve a 
wide geography– as such, we need to recruit members outside Blount County, es-
pecially closer to the Knoxville metro area, and set as a goal to add 5 new members 
who live in Knoxville. 

2.   Sponsor one major event as a camp.  As such, I have proposed a celebration of the 
re-admission of Tennessee to the Union on July 24, 1866 marking Tennessee as 
the first State re-admitted after being the last state to secede.  This event will allow 
us to teach the community about the first year in Knoxville post the Civil War.  I 
envision a series of lectures at the East Tennessee History Center culminating in a 
ceremony primarily taking place on Sunday, July 24, 2016 at the Knoxville Na-
tional Cemetery. 

3.  Concentrate our Camp education on the traditions and rituals of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War.   While we need to continue to have fun, we need to con-
centrate on the fundamental principles of our glorious organization  and the heri-
tage it is our duty to preserve. 

4.  Continue our monthly Camp Mess meetings.  They have been instrumental in 
keeping the momentum of our camp going. 

5.  Have our quarterly meetings in Knoxville, preferably at the East Tennessee History 
Center and Museum.  Parking is free after 6 pm in either the State Street  Garage 
or the Locust Street Garage, either of which is only about a two block walk from 
the site.   It is a great location with audio-visual available and centrally located to 
the total geographic region we seek to serve. 

6.  Continue to participate in community living history days and re-enactments. 
7.  Secure a historical marker for Gertrude Janeway of Blaine, TN, the last known 

widow of a Union Civil War veteran. 
 

We added 6 new members in 2016, including a REAL SON – John Oliver, Jr. of Morristown – 
and a Junior Member – Steven Jolley of Harriman.  We added 3 new members from Knoxville, 
and I know that at least two of them are under age 40.  Plus we added another member from 
Seymour (close to Knoxville).  Having the honor of a REAL SON in our Camp is huge!  I had met 
him at the big sesquicentennial event last year and kept in contact hoping that he would become 

2016:  The Commander’s Report 
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a member.  There are two new members in process right now, so we may actually exceed 
our 2016 goal in a big way for new membership. 
 
We really were involved in at least two major events in 2016.  First, in conjunction with the 
Sultana Descendants Association, we performed a second rededication ceremony for the 
Sultana Monument at Mount Olive Cemetery in the traditions of the Grand Army of the Re-
public.  It celebrated the 100th anniversary of the monument.  With about 120 people in at-
tendance and the participation of so many from our community in support of the program, 
it made for both a celebratory and a somber remembrance of all those who died in the 
greatest maritime tragedy in American history, the sinking of the Sultana riverboat, return-
ing so many Union Veterans with the loss of over 1,800 lives.  And not only great local press 
coverage but another full 1-page article in The Banner. 
 
Second, we sponsored a major event on July 24, 2016 at the Old Gray Cemetery in Knox-
ville, TN remembering the 150th anniversary of the readmission of Tennessee into the Un-
ion following the Civil War.  With the help and financial support of Fort Sanders Regional 
Medical Center in Knoxville, we were able to present a grand celebration for Readmission 
Day 2016.  More than 150 guests attended on what was a very hot summer day.  Brother 
Tim Massey’s portrayal of President Andrew Johnson was spot on and the entertainment 
provided by the Black Oak Brass Quintet, by Auxiliary Member Amy Fitzsimons and Junior 
Member Paddy Fitzsimons, and the speeches and GAR ceremony created something really 
special.  And we were able to provide an educational and historical perspective of the role 
played by William Gannaway “Parson” Brownlow in achieving Tennessee’s early readmis-
sion.  We had great coverage of the event from local Knoxville TV, our local newspaper The 
Daily Times, and from Civil War monthly newspapers.  Tennessee, last state to secede, first 
state to be readmitted. 
 
We have done a lot to concentrate the Camp on the traditions and rituals of the SUVCW.  
We have done this in many ways but I want to recognize the ongoing efforts of our JVC and 
Graves Registration Officer Richard Holmes.  He has worked hard to repair or replace 
headstones in Monroe and Blount Counties.  He has done a lot of the work himself but has 
lit a fire under other members to help out.  In Monroe County, he even involved businesses 
and a school club to assist in his efforts.  And he has made certain that every grave he has 
found and preserved in registered in the SUVCW national database. 
We have continued our Camp Mess meetings for a second year without ever having to can-
cel a single one.  When we started, I think that there was some skepticism about whether 
this would continue.  But we have found this time together to not only help us work to-
gether as a Camp but also to build upon the fraternity within our Camp and to build new 
friendships among the members. 
 
Our quarterly meetings in 2016 have all been held at the East Tennessee Historical Society 
in Knoxville.  A great facility that we use free of charge.  We have had excellent meetings 
with solid attendance.  We look to continue to build upon these meetings with even more 
education and SUVCW ritual in the coming year. 
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In April 2016, we honored two deserving Jr. Air Force ROTC cadets at the two county high 
schools with the SUVCW medal and certificate. 
 
On April 16, 2016, we participated in the Living History Event at the Thompson-Brown 
House.  This year it had to compete with the Air Show and the crowd was down significantly.  
Still, the event was well attended by the civil war historical community including our own ta-
ble with information about our Camp and the SUVCW. 
 
On May 3, 2016, several of us attended the East Tennessee Historical Society’s annual meet-
ing in Knoxville.  We were honored to have received two Awards of Distinction at this ban-
quet.  First, the Camp was recognized for its record of supporting Civil War history in the 
community and specifically the simply huge Sultana program that we presented in 2015 cele-
brating the 99th anniversary of the monument.  Our program was the concluding event of 
Tennessee’s Signature Sesquicentennial Event, the Blue and Gray Reunion and Freedom Ju-
bilee.  I was honored to also be recognized for my contributions to the preservation of history 
in the community, especially my work here with the McTeer Camp. 
 
On May 14, 2016, I had the honor of attending the meeting of the Lucinda Heatherly Tent 
No. 3 of the Daughter of Union Veterans in Knoxville.  Our own Michael Downs was also in 
attendance.  Attending with me was Auxiliary President Cindy McReynolds.  The special 
guest was the National President of the DUVCW, Sally Redinger.  A great opportunity for 
team building.  Later in the year, we have learned that the Knoxville DUVCW tent may be 
disbanding and turning in their charter.  Hopefully, they will find a way to continue their ex-
istence.  There are big challenges facing all hereditary organizations today – a decline in 
membership, an aging membership, and an unwillingness of members to take leadership po-
sitions. 
 
On May 21, 2016, our Camp presented a headstone dedication service at the grave site of Pri-
vate James Eugene Cupp of Company H, 2nd Tennessee Cavalry Volunteers, USA in the 
cemetery at Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church.  The ceremony was the culmination of 
work started last year by Camp JVC and Graves Registration Officer Richard Holmes along 
with several fellow Delta Airlines employees, including Rebeka  Thompson, the 3rd great 
granddaughter of James Cupp.  JVC Homes and the Delta employees were able to obtain a 
new headstone and they set it themselves in November of 2015.  With the Boy Scout and oth-
ers in the community participating, I think that this too counted as a major event. 
 
On May 30, 2016, our Camp joined with the Daughters once again at Knoxville National 
Cemetery to recognize Memorial Day.  This year, the holiday and the actual day set aside by 
the GAR coincided on the same day.  This annual event which includes reenactors represent-
ing the 79th New York Highlanders is a moving event.  I had to sit this one out this year as I 
was just out of the hospital recovering from sepsis. 
 
On June 14, 2016, we celebrated Flag Day at our Camp Mess meeting.  Shared a great picture 
of us with a 35 star flag that represented our flag during the Civil War. 
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On July 23, 2016, our very own Brother Doug Fidler was in London to participate in ceremo-
nies, along with Commander-in-Chief Gene Mortorff, to both dedicate a headstone for En-
sign John Davis, Civil War Medal of Honor winner, and to deliver the charter to the Ensign 
John Davis Camp No. 10, the first International Camp of the SUVCW.  International Camps 
would have never been possible without the hard work and tireless efforts of Brother Fidler.  
We here at the McTeer Camp look at the Davis Camp as our “child” since its members first 
found the SUVCW by joining our Camp at Brother Fidler’s invitation. 
 
On August 10-14, 2016, several of us attended the National Encampment of the SUVCW held 
in Springfield, IL.  Brother Doug Fidler was named most outstanding member, our brothers 
in the Sultana Camp No. 1 in Memphis won the award for most outstanding newsletter, the 
department once again was awarded the Grant Cup for the greatest percentage increase in 
membership, and the new Ensign John Davis Camp was named the most outstanding new 
camp.  And I had the distinct honor to be elected National Treasurer with almost 70% of the 
votes cast.  I am the first member from the Department of Tennessee elected to a national 
office. 
 
On August 20, 2016, we participated once again in the East Tennessee History Day spon-
sored by the East Tennessee Historical Society in Krutch Park in downtown Knoxville.  Our 
tent was next door to the compatriots in the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  Since their Camp 
is so much larger than ours, I think our placement, which we requested, helped us generate 
more numbers and more interest in our tent.  We were able to share the history of East Ten-
nessee and its Union allegiance to many in attendance that day. 
 
At our quarterly meeting on September 18, 2016, we had the once in a lifetime honor to initi-
ate a REAL SON of a Union Civil War veteran into our membership.  John Wilson Oliver, Jr., 
age 92, of Morristown, the son of John Wilson Oliver, Sr., who was not only a Union Veteran 
but also a very active member of the GAR.  We will likely never have such an opportunity 
again.  His stories were fascinating and we should do something to preserve his memories for 
future generations. 
 
On October 1, 2016, the Department of Tennessee hosted the Central Region Association of 
the Allied Orders in Franklin, TN.  Kudos to Department Commander Mike Downs for a 
great event.  I had the honor to offer a case study in revitalizing a Camp which was well re-
ceived. 
 
On October 29, 2016, three of us along with two members of the Auxiliary took part in the 
Fort Dickerson Park Living History Days.  We had a great time talking with many wonderful 
people.  And Brother George Lane cooked his red beans and rice one more time for the many 
reenactors who came out in support of the event. 
 
And on October 30, 2016, we conducted a Last Union Veteran Ceremony for Private Benja-
min Franklin, of the 1st United States Colored Troops Heavy Artillery, who died in 1940.  Ear-
lier in the day, JVC Richard Holmes marked the grave of the last Union veteran to die in 
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Monroe County, Private Joseph Brewer. 
 
On December 10, 2016, we participated for the second year in the Blount County Jaycees 
Christmas Parade and on December 17, 2016, we participated in the placing of wreaths at 
Knoxville National Cemetery as a part of the Wreaths Across America program.  We are also 
currently raising money in support of wreaths at Knoxville National Cemetery. 
 
With a great slate of officers elected to lead the Camp to success in 2017, I look forward to 
working with all of them to keep our Camp among the best in the SUVCW. 
 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 

   David McReynolds  

Past Camp Commander and National Treasurer, SUVCW 
 
 

One of our proudest and most inspirational moments in 2016 was the initia-
tion of Real Son John Oliver, Jr. into the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War as a member of our Camp. 
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From the Book Rack by Mike Downs 

 
 If you are interested in the life and times of George 

Thomas I have found a book that should be placed high 

on your reading list. Dr. Brian Steel Wills study of the 

General entitled George Henry Thomas – As True as Steel 

is simply one of the best written biographies that I have 

ever read with a fair and balanced evaluation of the gen-

eral’s military leadership and life. The author is a history 

professor at Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, 

Georgia where he is also the Director of the Center for the 

Study of the Civil War Era.  He has written numerous 

books about the Civil War including A Battle From the 

Start: The Life of Nathan Bedford Forrest and Confeder-

ate General William Dorsey Pender: The Hope For Glory 

both of which are very interesting reads. 

 

George Thomas was born in 1816 and raised in Southampton County, Virginia where 

early in his life his moderately wealthy planter family found themselves in the middle of Nat 

Turner’s uprising which forced them to flee their plantation home. He entered West Point in 

1836 where his very first roommate was William T. Sherman an individual who was to plague 

his career with his continuing negative and disparaging comments. With the secession of 

South Carolina, the shelling of Fort Sumter and the start of the Civil War George Thomas, a 

career soldier, choose to remain loyal to his country, while his fellow Virginian, Robert E. Lee, 

instead decided to go with the slave owners of the Confederacy. His sisters turned his picture 

into the wall of his home while fellow Virginians called him a traitor and a renegade. Even in 

the North many viewed him suspiciously in regard to his loyalty to the Union, including Presi-

dent Lincoln, and since he was from Virginia he had no supporters in Congress to promote his 

cause. However he was the first Northern General to win a significant Union victory in the 

Continues on Page 10 
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Western Theater on January 19, 1862 at Mill Springs (also called Logan’s Cross 

Roads) where his men decimated the small rebel army under the command of General 

Felix Zollicoffer. One of George Thomas big problems was that he could be too loyal, a 

good example of this was when he was called upon to replace his immediate com-

mander, Don Carlos Buell, during the middle of the southern invasion of Kentucky in 

1862. He refused and William S. Rosecrans received the command of the renamed 

Army of the Cumberland. At the Battle of Stones River he again showed his steadiness 

when he anchored the right wing and then leading the Army of the Cumberland onto 

victory.  In late 1863 he earned his nickname as the “Rock of Chickamauga” when he 

held Rosecrans’s army together while under attack by the expanded Army of Tennes-

see. His Army of the Cumberland went on to be the overall victor at the “Battle Above 

the Clouds” and the hammer of Sherman’s forces during the drive on Atlanta. And fi-

nally at the Battle of Nashville he destroyed the Army of Tennessee, led by John Bell 

Hood, even though he was simultaneously being outright threatened with removal by 

his commanding officers, U. S. Grant and Henry (Old Brains) Halleck. It was during 

this campaign when one of his subordinate officers, John Schofield, was secretly send-

ing disparaging telegrams back to headquarters in Washington City. Overall his excel-

lent leadership certainly qualifies him as one of the two greatest generals to emerge 

from the Civil War.  After the war Grant, Sherman and Schofield continued to deni-

grate the General with few willing to offer a true picture of his greatness.  George Tho-

mas died of a stroke at the age of 56 in 1870, the same year that Robert E. Lee passed 

leading one to speculate which one did make it through the pearly gates? Finally, with 

the Eastern Theater Generals doing a majority of the writing about the war George 

Thomas disappeared from the pages of history, this excellent biography attempts to 

correct that terrible error. 

  

George Henry Thomas – As True as Steel by Dr. Brian Steel Wills is 471 pages 

of excellent writing with a standard academic bibliography and footnotes. The book 

was published by the University Press of Kansas, Lawrence Kansas, in 2012. It is well 

worth the read, even at the cost of $40.00, but of course you are welcome to borrow 

my copy if you are so inclined to better understand this forgotten man from our Civil 

War. 

 
 

***** 
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Our very own Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 to 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

 
Our own Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 actively participated in all Camp activities this past 

year.   Many times, if it were not for the help of Auxiliary members, the event would have 

been more difficult for the Camp to present.  Past Camp Commander David McReynolds 

depends on Auxiliary President Cindy McReynolds for his transportation and for helping 

to remember to bring needed items. 

 

It’s time to pay dues.  As a reminder dues are currently only $20 per year.  Checks 

should be made out the Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 and sent to Cindy McReynolds, 4323 

Near Shore Drive or delivered in person at our next Camp Mess.  Auxiliary members 

Cindy and Rachel McReynolds along with member Sam Wilson’s wife Pam, attend Camp 

Mess with their own table and discussions. 

 

If you would like to join the Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Un-

ion Veterans of the Civil War, contact Cindy McReynolds at (865) 789-7921. 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
January 2017 

Page  12 

From the Commander 

Max Renfro 

Brothers: 
 
I would like to encourage everyone to make an effort to 
attend February’s Camp Mess and be prepared to give 
their input and suggestions on our participation in up-
coming events, i.e. Thompson Brown House Living His-
tory Day, Sultana Memorial Ceremony, etc. 
 
Brother McReynolds, in November of last year, discussed 
the possibility of the Camp raising the funds and seeking 
grants to place either a monument or sign in the new gate-
way area of Fort Dickerson in memory of all the East Ten-
nesseans who died in Union uniform during the Civil War. 
I would like for us to appoint a committee to research 
what type plaque or monument that would be allowed and 
the cost.  The Tennessee Historical Commission who place 
the roadside historical markers that everyone is familiar 
with is one source. Cost is $1500 which could be raised 
from sponsors.  Another source is the Tennessee Wars 
Commission which has the authority to expend funds 
from state appropriations, and other sources, to make 
grants to municipalities, counties, and nonprofit organiza-
tions for the purposes of maintaining and restoring exist-
ing memorials and cemeteries related to the wars. 
 
Our Quarterly Meeting on March 26th at ETHS will have 
as guest speaker Randal Pierce. He will have a PowerPoint 
presentation, “The Longrifle in the Great Smokey Moun-
tains” and will bring a few rifles for display.  It  should be 
a really interesting and educational talk and display. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

Max Renfro 
Commander 
Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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Camp Mess:  An Important Reason for 
our Success 
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2017 Calendar 
The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 is based in Maryville, Tennessee and serves a 
broad geographic area from Athens, Tennessee in the south to the Tri-Cities in the north, in-
cluding the Knoxville metropolitan area.  The camp holds a monthly Camp Mess meeting the 
second Tuesday of each month at the Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville.  It also 
holds three quarterly educational meetings and an Annual Encampment, which are currently 
held at the East Tennessee History Center and Museum in Knoxville, Tennessee.  All who are 
interested in Civil War history and honoring those who served to preserve the Union, whether 
they have a direct ancestor or not, are welcome to join.   Information and an application to join 
may be found on the camp’s web site, www.mcteer39.org.  The camp was honored to have re-
ceived the 2014-2015 Abraham Lincoln Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the Most Outstanding 
Camp in the SUVCW. 
 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Calhoun’s on the Creek Res-
taurant in Maryville, TN starting at 12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch 
meetings and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building upon the brother-
hood of the order.   
 
10 January  Camp Mess 
 
14 February  Camp Mess 
 
4-5 March  Department of Tennessee Encampment, Murfreesboro, TN 
 
14 March  Camp Mess 
 
26 March  Quarterly Meeting, East Tennessee History Center, Knoxville, TN 
 
11 April  Camp Mess 
 
22 April   Thompson Brown House Living History Day 
 
30 April  Ceremony at Sultana Monument/Memorial 
 
9 May   Camp Mess 
 
29 May  Memorial Day Holiday – Knoxville National Cemetery 
 
30 May (Tues.) Memorial Day – (Small) Ceremony at Grave of Will McTeer 
 
13 June  Camp Mess 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
January 2017 

Page 15 

2017 Calendar 
Be sure and visit our Camp Website at www.mcteer39.org.   
 
There is a page with a complete Calendar of Events that is updated regularly.  
Check back often for news of changes in time or place! 

 
25 June  Quarterly Meeting 
 
4 July   Independence Day 
 
11 July   Camp Mess 
 
23 July (Sun.) (Small) Ceremony at Grave of William Brownlow (Readmission Day)  
 
August  Camp Mess 
 
10-13 August  National Encampment, Lansing, MI 
 
19 August   East Tennessee Historical Society History Fair 
 
12 September Camp Mess 
 
24 September Quarterly Meeting 
 
Fall (Date TBA) Ceremony at new Veterans Memorial at Blount County 
   Courthouse to honor all Blount County Civil Veterans 
 
10 October  Camp Mess 
 
11 November   Fort Dickerson Living History Day 
 
14 November  Camp Mess 
 
28 November (?) Annual Encampment 
 
9 December  Maryville/Alcoa Jaycees Christmas Parade 
 
12 December  Camp Mess 
 
16 December  Wreaths Across America 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
Treasurer, Signals Officer and Historian 
Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it to us for consideration. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be 
accessed by clicking “Depts. & Camps” 
on the national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp 
No. 39.   
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


