
 

On Monday evening, 22 
June 2015, the Major 
William A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39, SUVCW 
held its second quar-
terly meeting of 2015.  
This marked the eighth 
meeting in 2015, in-
cluding our monthly 
Camp Messes that were 
initiated this year.   

At this meeting, we 
welcomed a total of 23 
in attendance including 
15 brothers, six of 
whom were initiated 
that night.  Since De-
cember 2014, we have 
had 32  different broth-
ers participate in at 
least one meeting or 
event!  We are a grow-

ing camp and our activ-
ity has attracted com-
munity attention as 
reflected in a number 
of recent articles 
prominently published 
in the Maryville Daily 
Times newspaper and 
television coverage of 
camp events.  
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
Ancestors who 
Fought to Pre-
serve the Union 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

Second Quarterly Meeting Well 
Attended!! 

From left to right:  Jason McTeer, A.B. McTeer, Mark Fortner, Sam Wilson, 
Norman Shaw, Doug Fidler, Richard Holmes, Carter Holmes, Craig Brown, 
Steve Wallace,  Edward Evans, Mike Downs, George Lane and seated David 
McReynolds. 
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At the meeting, we initiated six 
new brothers:  Richard Holmes 
and his son Carter, descendents 
of camp namesake William 
McTeer:  A. B. McTeer and Ja-
son McTeer, Mark Fortner and 
Norman Shaw. 
 
New member Norman Shaw, a 
local attorney and founder of 
the Sultana Descendents Asso-
ciation, started off the meeting 
with an educational program 
dedicated to the Sultana trag-
edy.  Some technical difficulties 
interfered with our getting the 
full benefit of the wonderful 
videos he brought along.  But 
they did provide a great back-
drop to the rest of our meeting.  
Perhaps we will have a chance 
to see the new documentary 
next year when the Sultana De-
scendant’s Association meets in 
Knoxville.  It will also com-
memorate the 100th anniver-
sary of the original dedication 
of the Sultana monument at 
Mount Olive Cemetery that our 
camp re-dedicated this year as 
part of the State of Tennessee’s 
Signature Sesquicentennial 
event, the Blue & Gray Reunion 
& Freedom Jubilee! 
 
After the educational program, 
the Camp held a short business 
meeting.  One of the main 
things that we decided was to 
purchase both a Camp Flag and 
a United Stated Flag so that we 
own our own flags for meetings 
and events.  We also decided to 
encourage voluntary contribu-

tions to a Flag Fund in order to 
offset some of the costs. 
Our next quarterly meeting is 
Monday, 21 September 2015, 
starting at 6:30 pm at the Dead 
End BBQ Restaurant in Mary-
ville, TN.  Dead End BBQ was 
recently named as one of the 
Top 100 BBQ restaurants in 
America!  Dr. Aaron Astor, As-
sociate Professor of History at 
Maryville College will provide 
the educational program. 

 
 
 

New McTeer brothers Carter Holmes, Richard Holmes, A. 
B. McTeer, Jason McTeer, Mark Fortner and Norman 
Shaw. 

To the right is Norman 
Shaw, providing his pro-
gram on the Sultana trag-
edy.  =============> 
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We have fun at our meetings!   To the 
left is Camp Secretary Doug Fidler 
and Camp Commander David 
McReynolds discussing the meeting 
agenda prior to the start of our meet-
ing.  Come join us!  You’ll have fun 
too! 

To the right is a little more fellowship 
before our meetings.  Here PCC George 
Lane is discussing some future events 
with CC David McReynolds.  There is 
always time before and after our meet-
ings where we try to spend a little so-
cial time catching up with each other.    
Fraternity, charity and loyalty! 

To the left is Junior Vice Commander Steve 
Wallace, who composed our new camp song 
“We Are the Sons”, spending some meeting 
time teaching it to us.  We made progress 
but still need more practice.  The new song 
can be found on page 10 of this newsletter.  
We encourage everyone to keep practicing.  
We hope that the five of us going to the Na-
tional Encampment might be able to do a 
passable job by then.  And surely we will 
know it by the time of our next quarterly 
meeting in September.  It’s a great song and 
we really appreciate Steve Wallace compos-
ing it just for us! 
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On a hot Saturday afternoon (13 June 2015), 
members of the family of Joseph Lusk II, along 
with community dignitaries and representatives 
from several historical societies and fraternal or-
ganizations, gathered together to dedicate a spe-
cial historical roadside marker that marked an 
event clearly demonstrating the divide that ex-
isted between Unionists and Secessionists in East 
Tennessee. 
 
Tim McCoy, 3rd great grandson of Lusk, spon-
sored the state highway marker.  McCoy is a 
member of the James A. Garfield Camp No. 1, 
SUVCW in Baltimore, MD and recently joined 
our McTeer Camp as a dual member.  The 
marker is located on the old Lusk family home-
stead on the east side of Dalton Pike, only a cou-
ple of miles north of the Georgia state line. 
 
The host camp for the SUVCW was the Mission-
ary Ridge Camp No. 63 who had several mem-
bers in uniform with flags and muskets in tow.  
Also attending were Mike Downs, Department 
Commander for Tennessee (with Mississippi and 
Alabama) , Sam Gant, PDC, and David 
McReynolds, the McTeer Camp No. 39 Com-
mander. 
 
The marker is entitled “No Man’s Land” , the area 
between the Union forces encamped near Cleve-
land, TN and the Confederate forces who were 
encamped near Dalton, GA.  In addition, the area 
was also frequented by “bushwhackers” who ter-
rorized the civilian population. 
 
It reads: 
 
“After the battles at Chattanooga in November 
1863, and before the Atlanta Campaign the fol-
lowing May, southern Bradley County lay be-
tween Union and Confederate lines at Cleveland, 
Tennessee, and Dalton, Georgia.  Both armies 

scouted the area.  Soldiers and guerrillas looted 
farms and businesses.  Here in February 1864, 
elderly Unionist Joseph Lusk II fought off rebels 
trying to steal his mules.  One rebel was killed.  
Lusk’s home was burned in retaliation.” 
 
The keynote speaker was Jim Ogden, Chief His-
torian for the Chickamauga-Chattanooga Na-
tional Military Park.  His remarks truly set the 
historical perspective for the large crowd in at-
tendance. 
 
Tim McCoy also served as host for the event, in-
troducing the speakers and many family mem-
bers in attendance.  He recollected that the jour-
ney to get the marker had its beginnings three 
years ago when his mother urged him to look 
through keepsakes of his late grandmother.  
Those treasures opened up stories of his ancestry 
families who lived in East Tennessee. 
 
Cleveland Cub Scout Pack 3477 opened the pro-
gram by presenting the colors and leading the 
attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
One special attendee was 97-year old Robert 
Steele, who is the 2nd great grandson of Joseph 
Lusk II.  In addition, there were many other Lusk 
family members in attendance in what very much 
had the feel of a  “family homecoming”.  
 
The program ended with a Musical Benediction 
by Bill Richards singing a stirring rendition of the 
Battle Hymn of the Republic with those in atten-
dance joining in. 
 
After the speeches were done, everyone gathered 
for the unveiling of the marker and the taking of 
many pictures preserving the moment for future 
generations.   
 

***** 

Sons of Union Veterans Help to Dedicate 
Historical Marker 
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Front from L to R:  Tim McCoy and David McReynolds.  Back from the left are members of the 
Daughters of Confederate Veterans, followed by SUVCW members Harvey Scarborough, Mark 
Steele, Robert Dobbs, Mark Kemp, Mike Downs, Sam Gant and Jeff Webb. 

To the left is a picture of McTeer Camp 
Commander David McReynolds present-
ing to Tim McCoy, the host and sponsor 
of the marker dedication, a copy of Dr. 
Aaron Astor’s book,  The Civil War Along 
Tennessee’s Cumberland Plateau.  On 
the right is Michael Downs, Department 
Commander for Tennessee (with Missis-
sippi and Alabama). 
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From the Commander 

Dear Brothers, 
 
I am extremely proud and grateful for how the camp has kept its energy going after the series of major 
events in April and May that took a lot of planning and hours from our membership.  We continue to re-
ceive praise for our re-dedication of the Sultana Monument on 3 May 2015 at the Mount Olive Cemetery 
in Knoxville, TN.  As the concluding event for Tennessee’s signature sesquicentennial event for 2015, we 
were gratified to host well over 150 total attendance, but more importantly, at least 43 descendants of 
those Union soldiers who were onboard the Sultana steamboat when it went down—the greatest mari-
time disaster in U. S. history! 
 
And we didn’t stop there.  We went on to host a very meaningful graveside service on May 30th in the 
Magnolia Cemetery in Maryville, TN to honor our camp namesake, Major William Anderson McTeer.  
Also members of the camp participated in ceremonies at the Knoxville National Cemetery on the Memo-
rial Day Holiday, May 25th.  And coming from that participation was a great interview with DC Mike 
Downs that played on several local newscasts that was educational and represented the SUVCW very well 
indeed. 
 
And we continue to attend local historical events and spread the news about our growing camp.  I hope 
you’ve had a chance to visit our new website, www.mcteer39.org.  Lots of information!  A communication 
vehicle that we need to put to good use. 
 
I so look forward to the rest of the year.  I’m sure that we will be doing things that we haven’t even 
thought of yet to finish out what has already been a great year.  Returning to the Battle of Blountville re-
enactment and the Fort Dickerson Living History Days might be two of them.  But I hope we can sched-
ule some grave markings, clean-ups and restorations as well.  Let’s keep growing!  HUZZAH!!!! 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 

Above are pictures taken at the July 4th Independence Day celebration sponsored by the Stephen Hol-
ston Chapter of the Tennessee Society of the Sons of the American Revolution at James White’s Fort in 
downtown Knoxville, TN.  Our camp was represented at the event by DC Michael Downs, and SAR and 
SUVCW McTeer Camp No. 39 members David McReynolds, George Lane and Lee Johnson.  This event 
is extremely well done  every year! 



 

 

(Editor’s Note:  An abbrevi-

ated biography of Sam Wilson’s 

direct Union ancestor Adam “Ad” 

Wilson follows in this edition of 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineer’s.  

Second in a series on member an-

cestors. ) 

 

The first book that I would 

like to discuss is by on our own 

McTeer Camp Brother, Sam Wil-

son.  Sam has put together an ex-

cellent history of his family called 

The Story of Adam Wilson and 

Family and I feel it represents what 

the Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War is about.  The author has 

included some great family stories 

that have been handed down 

through the years, a thorough ge-

nealogical study supported by criti-

cal documents supplemented with 

some great pictures. But the bot-

tom line is that it preserves the 

story of the struggle that this Union 

veteran and his family had on their 

hands simply to get along in the 

post-Civil War society of East Ten-

nessee.  It includes a short sug-

gested reading list and is con-

structed in an attractive format.  If 

you have not had a chance to read 

this biography of Sam’s family 

please ask him to borrow it – it’s a 

great read!  

 

***** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second book that I 

would like to write about is NOT a 

Civil War study, and yes I do on 

occasion read about other periods 

in our history, and is titled simply 

The Wright Brothers, by David 

McCullough.  Dr. McCullough is 

not only an excellent historian at 

least on par with someone like 

James McPherson but he is also a 

great writer, he makes our history 

come alive.  While I enjoy reading 

academic studies on historical 

events from the 1917 Russian 

Revolution to the rise of Meiji Ja-

pan I also enjoy just reading a 

great story every once in a while 

and that certainly is what this 

book is.  The history of man’s 

early attempts to fly and how it all 

got started.  In the style of Bruce 

Catton and Barbara Tuchman he 

tells the tale of two bicycle me-

chanics, and their family, from 

Dayton, Ohio and how we as a so-

ciety started to fly and what a 

story it was.  From their early 

observations of birds, the first 

construction in their bike shop 

to their gliders at Kitty Hawk, 

through their first flights and 

their spreading of the world’s 

ability to fly it is a most absorb-

ing read.  In our current jumbo-

jet hassled flying age we have 

forgotten what a struggle it was 

for the first person to be able to 

sustain a flight for two or three 

minutes while travelling only a 

few hundred yards.  In this story 

we see the personalities of Or-

ville, Wilbur and Katharine 

Wright along with their aging 

Father literally drag the United 

States, and the world,  into the 

era of flying. If you pick up no 

other book this year, please 

spend some time with this one. 

 
The hard facts are that it 

is 267 pages long, is academi-

cally footnoted at the end of the 

book with a very good bibliogra-

phy and index.  The Wright 

Brothers was published by 

Simon & Schuster of New York 

in 2015.  It has some of the best 

photographs I have ever seen 

included in a historical work and 

just looking at them is well 

worth its price of $30.00 and 

can be found at your local Bar-

nes and Noble bookstore. 

 

***** 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
July 2015 

Page 7 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers-
July 2015 

Page  8 

Second in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 

Adam “Ad” Wilson 
Ancestor of Sam Wilson 
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Our new Camp Song! 

Another musical accomplishment in 
June 2015 was Junior Member Paddy 
Fitzsimons receiving  his first Certifi-
cate in Singing from the  Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music.  
Paddy lives with his parents in Bel-
fast, Northern Ireland and is the 
grandson of CC David McReynolds. 
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Calendar of Important Events 

Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that 
are held at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Mary-
ville, TN starting at 12 Noon.  We do most of our plan-
ning at these lunch meetings and they are a great op-
portunity to spend time together building upon the 
brotherhood of the order. 
 
August 15, 2015 - 
The East Tennessee Historical Society presents East 
Tennessee History Day in Krutch Park.  Our camp will 
participate for the third straight year with out tent and 
information table.  This year we have some surprises to 
add to generate more interest.  We will need help to 
man the table all day. 
 
August 20-23, 2015 - 
The Department of the Chesapeake will host the 2015 
National Encampment in Richmond, VA. The Omni 

Hotel Richmond will serve as the headquarters. The Omni is at 
the center of Richmond’s financial, judicial, and legislative dis-
tricts and is located in the historic Shockoe Slip district where it 
is close to first class dining and entertainment venues. If you plan 
to go, reserve your room now by calling (800) 843-6664 or by 
booking online by following the  links provided at the SUVCW 
website.  Also on the website are the forms needed to pre-register 
($10 prior to July 31st), order banquet tickets and to order the 
commemorative medal.  Plans have been made for a bus tour to 
Appomattox and/or Richmond area Civil War battlefield sites. 
 
September 21,  2015 - 
Quarterly meeting to be held at Dead End BBQ starting at 6:30 
PM with dinner for those who want it.  We will follow with an 
educational program presented by Dr. Aaron Astor, Associate 
Professor of History at Maryville College based on his new book, 
The Civil War Along Tennessee’s Cumberland Plateau.  After 
that, we will have a short business meeting. 
 
November 7, 2015 - 
We will hold our annual meeting on this football game away Sat-
urday at the East Tennessee History Center and Museum in 
downtown Knoxville in conjunction with the Lucinda Heatherly 
Tent #3 of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  
Tim Massey, member of the McTeer Camp, and noted historian 
will be the speaker. 

Nicholas Knight, member of 
McTeer Camp No. 39 and a re-
enactor in the 8th Tennessee Vol-
unteer Infantry, participated in 
the weekend event  (19-21 June 
2015) hosted by the Major James 
H. Bridgewater Camp No. 7, 
SUVCW to honor and recognize 
the anniversary of the forming of 
the 8th Tennessee Volunteer In-
fantry Regiment USA at Camp 
Nelson during the Civil War.  And, 
it also honors and recognizes the 
Union Service of many from East 
Tennessee who fled from their 
homes because of what they be-
lieved in and enlisted in the Union 
Army at this crucial site in Central 
Kentucky. 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it to us for consideration. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.   
 
Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


