
 

The Major William A. 
McTeer Camp No. 39, 
SUVCW and the Polly 
Toole Auxiliary No. 
17, ASUVCW are ex-
cited to be preparing 
for a very special 
event.  The event is 
called Readmission 
Day 2016 and will 
celebrate the readmis-
sion of the State of 
Tennessee to the Un-
ion on 24 July 1866 as 
well as the sesquicen-
tennial year of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic.  It will take 
place in Old Gray 
Cemetery in Knoxville 
starting at 2 p.m. 
 
Tim Massey, a local 
historian from 
Greeneville and mem-
ber of the McTeer 
Camp will portray 
President Andrew 
Johnson in full period 
costume.   
 
Michael Downs, De-

partment Com-
mander for the De-
partment of Tennes-
see, with Alabama 
and Mississippi, will 
give a presentation on 
the Grand Army of 
the Republic in com-
memoration of the 
150th year since its 
founding. 
 
David McReynolds, 
Camp Commander, 
will give a presenta-
tion setting the his-
torical perspective of 
Readmission Day and 
the contributions of 
William “Parson” 
Brownlow of Knox-
ville, who was Gover-
nor of Tennessee at 
the time of its read-
mission. 
 
Boy Scout Troop 800 
of Maryville will par-
ticipate in the open-
ing “Parade of Colors” 
and in the rededica-
tion of the Brownlow 

Memorial at the Old 
Gray Cemetery. 
 
Period music will be 
performed by The 
Black Oak Brass 
Quintet of Knoxville, 
which was formed in 
2013 to give its 
members the oppor-
tunity to perform 
challenging reper-
toire in a variety of 
styles and settings.  
Members of the 
Black Oak Quintet 
include  Stephen 
Collins, Joel Tillman, 
Lisa Burden, Jon 
Walton, and Jacob 
See.  
 
The vocal soloist is 
Amy Fitzsimons of 
Belfast, Northern 
Ireland and a mem-
ber of the Polly Toole 
Auxiliary No. 17.  She 
will perform the 
“Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” and a 
medley of songs as a 
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

Preparations Underway for 

Readmission Day 2016 
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Quarterly Meeting Held at  
East Tennessee History Center 

On Sunday, 19 June 2016, 
our McTeer Camp held its 
second quarterly meeting 
of the year.  Being Fa-
thers’ Day, Camp Com-
mander David 
McReynolds gave a pres-
entation on the origins of 
Fathers’ Day as well as 
several vignettes describ-
ing fathers and sons serv-
ing together or on oppo-
site sides during the Civil 
War. 
 
The modern version of 
the Fathers’ Day celebra-
tion originated in the 
United States and there-
after the tradition spread 
to other countries around 
the world.  While there 
are many who claim 
credit for its creation, it 
likely would not have 
seen the light of day with-
out the hard work and 
struggle of Sonora Louise 
Smart Dodd of Spokane, 
WA. 
 
While listening to a 
Mothers' Day sermon in 
1909, she pondered that 
if there was a day for 
Mother, then why not Fa-
ther too?  She felt 
strongly for fathers, be-
cause of the affection she 
received from her own 

father, William  Jackson 
Smart, a Civil War vet-
eran, who raised her after 
the death of her mother 
in childbirth. 
 
Through Sonora Dodd’s 
continuing efforts, Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson 
approved the idea in 
1916.  President Calvin 
Coolidge also supported 
the idea “to establish 
more intimate relations 
between fathers and their 
children and to impress 
upon fathers the full 
measure of their obliga-
tions.” 
 
Finally after four decades, 
President Lyndon John-
son signed a Presidential 
Proclamation declaring 
the third Sunday of June 
as Fathers’ Day in 1966.  
In 1972, President Rich-
ard Nixon established a 
permanent national ob-
servance of Fathers’ Day.  
Sonora Smart Dodd was 
honored for her contribu-
tion at the Spokane 
World’s Fair in 1974.  
Mrs. Dodd lived to the 
age of 96, dying in 1978. 
 
Camp Commander David 
McReynolds honored 
Junior Vice Commander 

and Graves Registration 
Officer Richard Holmes 
with a Camp Commenda-
tion for his hard work in 
finding unmarked graves 
of Union soldiers, reset-
ting headstones and ob-
taining new headstones 
all over Monroe and 
Blount counties.  We very 
much appreciate the con-
tribution that he is mak-
ing to the memories of 
those who served the Un-
ion 1861-1865. 
 
Our Camp also had the 
honor to initiate two new 
members at our meeting.  
Those new members are 
George Shields and 
Charles Ogle.  We hope 
that they become active 
members of our Camp.  
As a very busy Camp, we 
have plenty for all of us to 
do. 
 
As always, we enjoyed the 
fellowship and fraternity 
of each other’s company 
with extended conversa-
tions going on both prior 
to and after the meeting.  
We also had plenty of 
help to dismantle our 
flags and altar.  And, we 
appreciate the East Ten-
nessee History Center 
providing our meeting 
space at no charge. 
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To the left is Camp 
Commander David 
McReynolds present-
ing a Camp Commen-
dation to Richard 
Holmes, Junior Vice 
Commander and 
Graves Registration 
Officer for his very 
hard work in finding 
and preserving the 
graves of those who 
served the Union. 

Above are new members George Shields and Charles Ogle proudly holding their member-
ship certificates after being initiated at our Quarterly Meeting.  We welcome our new mem-
bers with Charity, Fraternity and Loyalty! 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
July 2016 

Page  4 

 
Dear Brothers, 
 
Another month has passed in 2016.  Time certainly seems 
to move faster and faster as I get older.  We have been busy 
but we still have the second half of the year to go. 
 
We have planned a major event for July, Readmission Day 
2016.  We will need as many members as possible to attend 
to take care of all the functions that have to go on in sup-
port of such an undertaking.  Functions like manning the 
Information Table, helping to set up and take down our 
tables and chairs and to perform various roles in our mili-
tary ceremony to rededicate Governor William “Parson” 
Brownlow’s memorial.  It should be not only educational 
but also fun and entertaining. 
 
Our June meetings, while having relatively small atten-
dance numbers, were still good meetings that continued to 
support and grow our Camp.  At the June 19th Quarterly 
Meeting, we welcomed two new members to our Camp.  
And, we have a number of applications pending. 

 
Brother Doug Fidler will be in the United Kingdom in July to mark the grave site of Medal of Honor 
winner Ensign John Davis, namesake for what should be the chartering of the first SUVCW Camp over-
seas.  It has been an honor for our Camp to have had a hand in helping these United Kingdom brothers, 
first as members of our Camp and now their own Camp in London. 
 
In August is the National Encampment.  I’ve thrown my hat into the ring for the office of National 
Treasurer.  Regardless of the outcome of that election, I look forward to continuing to work to build our 
own Camp and the Department of Tennessee in future years. 
 
And, we still have lots of local events remaining in the year which will end with the  Jaycees Christmas 
Parade and Wreaths Across America. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

David McReynolds 

 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 
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musical benediction to end the event. 
 
We will also have tables of information about the Sons of Union Veterans, what we do and how 
to join.  We will have members there to provide educational activities both before and after the 
event to those attending who wish to participate.  And likely most important, we will have bot-
tles of water available to keep our members and guests hydrated on a hot Summer’s day. 
 

***** 
 

In July is one of our greatest American celebrations, Independence Day.   At many patriotic 

events, such as the 4th of July, we recite together the Pledge of Allegiance.  Section 4 of the 

Flag Code states:  “The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag should be rendered by standing at 

attention facing the flag with the right hand over the heart. When not in uniform men should 

remove any non-religious headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the 

hand being over the heart. Persons in uniform should remain silent, face the flag, and render 

the military salute." 

Continued from Page 1: 



 

I have selected two books for 

this month’s column as they 

both relate to how the newspa-

pers covered the Civil War.  The 

first is titled A Bohemian Bri-

gade – The Civil War Corre-

spondents – Mostly Rough, 

Sometime Ready by James M 

Perry. The author is a well-

seasoned writer, journalist and 

historian and, from my point of 

view, probably should be re-

membered best for his iconic 

1973 book Us & Them: How The 

Press Covered the 1972 Election. 

In this 2000 release, Mr. Perry 

historically examines how the 

press went about covering the 

Civil War, both North and 

South; the problems they con-

fronted in trying to obtain in-

formation; and their successes 

and failures. He begins his 

study by presenting an over-

view of the three largest papers 

and their editors; Horace 

Greeley of the New York Trib-

une, James Gordon Bennett of 

the New York Herald, and 

Henry Raymond from the New 

York Times.  Because commu-

nications was such a problem 

during the war, only the largest 

newspapers could afford the 

staffs to cover the armies in the 

field.  As a result, only the East-

ern Theater battlefields had ex-

tensive press coverage.  In the 

Western Theater, the dailies 

located in Cincinnati were the 

main source for coverage of 

battles west of the Appalachi-

ans. However, the most persis-

tent problem that all the writ-

ers complained about was the 

military censorship and its con-

trol over the telegraphy system.  

To be able to send their news 

reports electronically from the 

fronts back to their papers pub-

lishing centers, they needed ap-

proval from numerous military 

authorities who frequently re-

jected their stories out of hand.  

This situation led to many of 

the reporters bribing the tele-

graph operators to relay their 

messages, often late at night 

and when the officers were 

usually inebriated and fast 

asleep.  A few generals, in-

cluding William T. Sherman 

and Ambrose Burnsides, were 

especially difficult to work 

with viewing reporters as 

nothing more than spies giv-

ing information to the South-

ern leaders while telling sto-

ries the men and women back 

home did not need to know.  

In the Confederacy, many of 

the same problems appeared, 

including the overwhelming 

attitude among both the civil-

ian and military leadership 

that they would inform the 

population of the Confeder-

acy of what they should know. 

Also a major problem for the 

Southern papers was the loss 

of territory to the Northern 

Armies, especially in the 

West.  This led to such papers 

as the Memphis Appeal mov-

ing their news business from 

city to city as the Armies of 

Rosecrans, Grant and 

Sherman captured the popu-

lation centers where they 

were based. In both the North 

and South, the smaller news-

papers would use the process 

of “clipping” to keep their 

readers informed.  In other 

words, they would either out 
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right steal the story straight from a big city paper and copy it into their own editions; or pay one of 

the new wire services, such as the Associated Press, for a news report. 

 What makes this book so interesting is Mr. Perry’s use of the stories written by the reporters 

themselves while pointing out the errors that they made and noting the difficulty to get their reports 

correct.  The hard facts of the book are that it is 285 pages long but with no footnotes.  However, 

there is good bibliography and index included.  A Bohemian Brigade is published by John Wiley & 

Sons, Inc. of New York in 2000 and cost me around $20.00. 

 My second offering is a very thought provoking read by John F. Marszalek called 

Sherman’s Other War – The General and the Civil War Press. 

Professor Marszalek writes from Starkville, the home of Missis-

sippi State University, where he is also the head of the U. S. Grant 

Association and, as such, is the top executive of the Grant papers.  

His 1993, six hundred page tome Sherman – A Soldier’s Passion 

For Order is still regarded by many historians as the best re-

searched book dealing with the General’s life.  However, in the 

book we are examining today, the author writes primarily about 

how Sherman dealt with the press from 1861 through 1865. Pro-

fessor Marszalek begins his study with an overview of the issue of 

how the military has historically dealt with the First Amendment 

right of freedom of the press during wartime from 1861 through 

the First Persian Gulf War.  He makes the reader aware of the Su-

preme Court cases that have dealt with this issue and the numer-

ous instances where the public’s right to know what our military 

was involved in was severely limited and/or censored. 

 In 1861 William T. Sherman was the head of a small col-

lege in Louisiana that would eventually become Louisiana State 

University.  While he developed a fondness for the people of the 

South, in addition to holding no moral qualms over the issue of slavery, Sherman came to the con-

clusion that the states below the Mason-Dixon Line had no right to break up the union that had been 

created by the Constitution.  As a result, when the Confederacy was created, he moved North and 

petitioned the War Department to be reinstated as an officer in the United States Army. His Brigade 

was fairly successful at the Battle of First Bull Run and Sherman was sent to Kentucky to take over 

the command of that area from the ailing hero of Fort Sumter, Major Robert Anderson.  At this point 

in his life, and with what I would call a hype aggressive personality, he ran afoul of the civilian lead-

ership in the War Department and the press when he called for an additional 100,000 men to de-

fend his military district.  The General, the press declared, in numerous articles, was crazy and 

which quickly led to a confrontation between him and several news reporters and their papers.  Feel-

ing he had been greatly wronged by the press he literally vowed to obtain vengeance upon them and 

attempted to ban all newsmen from his area of command.    

From the Book Rack—continued from page 6 

From the Book Rack—
continued on page 8 ===> 
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 He failed in his efforts and decided to take a leave of absence and return home where his wife, 

brother and the Ewing family tried to calm him down.  General Henry Halleck saw Sherman’s potential 

and ordered him to Missouri, where he was placed in a position his actions could be monitored and 

where he became friends with a rising Western Theater General, U. S. Grant.  With Grant at his side, 

they both suffered through the political fallout from the Battle of Shiloh and became close associates 

for the rest of their lives. Additionally, in 1863 Sherman came to believe that his failed attack on 

Chickasaw Bayou was caused by the news articles that appeared in the northern press. 

 After the fall of Vicksburg, Sherman led a corps strength raid to the Meridian, Mississippi area 

in which he banned all reporters from the maneuver.  With the success of this drive, Sherman came to 

the conclusion that to be militarily effective, direct reporting from the battlefield should not only be 

censored but completely prohibited. In the future, he planned a drum head court martial for any re-

porter caught marching with his troops and to threaten them with a military firing squad if convicted, 

which they surely would be! At this point, the General wrote to Washington officials requesting permis-

sion for the authority to put to death any and all reporters found traveling with his army. Sherman fol-

lowed through on his policy toward the press throughout the Atlanta Campaign, the “March to the 

Sea,” and the drive up into the Carolinas in 1865, all of which were highly successful from a military 

point of view. However, what was lacking was ANY news from his front even to the point where the 

Commander-in-Chief did not know the location of his army. 

 Dr. Marszalek analyzed Sherman’s handling of the press and comes to the conclusion that he 

well knew that the press corps was not detrimental to his military success and was using his unconsti-

tutional ban on newsmen merely to deflect criticism away from himself. From page 226: 

 

“A closer look at Sherman’s attitudes, as this study has attempted to do, show that altruism was 

not his primary motivation. The vehemence of his anti-press statements and actions shows 

clearly that Sherman’s position resulted more from his personality and past experiences than 

from a philosophical patriotism. His activities indicate how much non-constitutional factors de-

termined a seemingly obvious constitutional issue.” 

 

In his drive to save the United States, Sherman was more than willing to scrap the Bill of Rights for 
personal reasons.  Fortunately for our country, the war did end in 1865 and civilian control of the mili-
tary did regain supreme authority. 

The hard facts of the book are that it is 228 pages long with footnotes appearing at the end of 

each chapter making for an easier read. From the footnotes I observed that probably eighty to ninety 

percent of the material used by Dr. Marszalek came from Sherman’s own private correspondence with 

his wife, brother and other close friends. The author includes a narrative style bibliography which I 

found useful and the book also contains a helpful index. The study was originally published in 1981 

with a revised and expanded edition issued in 1999 by the Kent State University Press located in Kent, 

Ohio. I believe I paid close to $25.00 for the paperback edition but of course you are always welcome to 

borrow it from me, if you are interested. Both books combined present a unique study of the problems  

the Civil War created in relation to freedom of the press, and are well worth the time spent reading 

them. 

From the Book Rack—continued from page 7 
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Dedication of Grave Marker for  

Ensign John Davis 
By Brother Doug Fidler, Past Camp Commander 

During the five weeks between Memorial Day and the Fourth of 
July, the hearts and minds of East Tennessee folk point them toward 
local cemeteries to honor those men and women who served in the 
Armed Forces. 

Over the graves of veterans, some that passed decades before, minia-
ture Old Glory Flags spring up like daisies in a meadow. An occa-
sional Confederate National Flag shares the breeze that wafts these 
patriotic reminders toward the heavens. 

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War exists to “remember the 
Boys in Blue” of the Civil War, whether buried in a local peaceful 
churchyard or far beyond the Great Smoky Mountains. Members of 
Major William A. McTeer Camp 39, Maryville, have held several 
such dedication ceremonies in recent years in Blount Country.  

In three weeks, Dr. Doug Fidler, Past Camp Commander, of Maryville, will travel 4,100 miles to Nun-
head Cemetery, East London, England, to conduct a dedication of a newly installed federal grave monu-
ment to the memory of Ensign John Davis, United States Navy. The Civil War sailor has rested there in 
an unmarked grave in the pauper’s ground since January 1917.  

From initial discovery of the grave to the final ceremony, Fidler has worked closely for two years in a 
team that includes Peter Collins (the ensign’s great-grandson), Michael Hammerson and Allan Nicholls, 
all British members of McTeer Camp who live in or near London.  

Davis fought in pitched battles from New Orleans to Vicksburg and then was one of a handful of sailors 
who survived the explosion that sank the U.S.S. Tulip gunboat on the Potomac River on Nov. 11, 1864. 
He suffered greatly from the percussive forces of the explosion and PTSD, and had to leave the Navy.  

Ten years later, he was working as a longshoreman in London when, burdened by survivor’s remorse and 
memories of his Primitive Methodist mother’s pious example, he attended a Moody/Sankey revival 
meeting in London to find release from his suffering that impacted his young family so much.  

That night he had a radical religious conversion that propelled him into a nearly 40-year tenure as the 
Bermondsey, London, representative of the London City Mission (LCM). During that period of constant 
toil, he worked to meet the spiritual and earthly needs of an estimated 250,000 of London’s most des-
perate poor who dwelled on his “patch.”  

In 1910, Davis was the founding secretary of the U.S. Civil War Veterans, London Branch, to help many 
aging veterans to receive their Union pensions and to create a local support group similar to the Grand 
Army of the Republic.  

Representatives from the American Embassy and the LCM, now over 170 years old, are expected to take 
part in the ceremony.  
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This month we celebrate the life of George Lane’s great grandfather, Joshua Landon Wal-
lace.  Joshua Wallace was born 15 August 1842 in Blount County, Tennessee, the son of 
John H. Wallace and Hannah Hartsell with seven siblings, four male and three female. 
 
He was a Private in Company H, Second Tennessee Cavalry Regiment, U.S.A. which is also 
sometimes called the 2nd East Tennessee Cavalry Regiment.  Company H was organized 
at Maryville, TN on 10 October 1862; moved to Nicholasville, KY on 3 November 1862; 
and then to Louisville, KY, 6 November 1862.   
 
The captains of Company H were Sam P. Rowan and Theophilus Fletcher Wallace, first 
cousin of Joshua Landon Wallace.  Theophilus Wallace was the son of Jesse Andrew Wal-
lace and Rosanna Mary Gamble.  Joshua’s father John  H. Wallace was the brother of 
Jesse Andrew Wallace. 
 
The Second Tennessee Regiment had some growing up to do early in the war.  Late in 
1862 it was assigned to cover the right wing, Major General A. McDowell McCook’s com-
mand, and Colonel Lewis Zahm, 3rd Ohio Cavalry, reporting on an attack by the Confeder-
ates at Overall’s Creek on December 31, stated:  “The 2nd East Tennessee broke and fled 
like sheep.” 

Fourteenth in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 
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Throughout 1863, the regiment took part in a number of scouting missions, guarded bridges 
and on 20 September covered the withdrawal of the trains to Chattanooga after the Battle of 
Chickamauga. 
 
Late in December 1863, the regiment was ordered to join a force to cross into West Tennes-
see to operate on the flanks and rear of General Nathan Bedford Forrest and drive him from 
West Tennessee.   By the time it had reached west Tennessee, Forrest had withdrawn into 
north Mississippi.  The forces went on to Memphis and Collierville where on 10 January 
1864, Major General William T. Sherman reported he had found the force of about 2,500 
cavalry that had been in pursuit of Forrest.  Sherman ordered a joint effort against Forrest 
with the cavalry column to move toward Meridian, MS and he, Sherman, leading another 
column from Vicksburg, MS.  The cavalry column, led by General Smith, under harassment 
from Forrest, gave up the idea of making Meridian and headed back to Memphis.  On 22 
February, they were badly beaten at Okolona, MS.  Smith, in a letter to Sherman, wrote that 
the 2nd Tennessee Cavalry, acting as rear guard of the column, “stampeded and galloped 
over our rear guard, and drove a little battery of pop guns into the ditch.  They spread con-
fusion everywhere, and the Rebels, taking advantage of it, pitched into us and gave us a 
pretty rough handling.” 
 
But the 2nd Tennessee was also gallant.  Brigadier General R. S. Granger, in reporting on 
the operations of his command during General Joseph Wheeler’s raid in August and Sep-
tember 1864, stated he sent the 2nd Tennessee to Athens, AL, and that they attacked and 
drove from the railroad Brigadier General Philip D. Roddey’s forces at Sulphur Trestle on 2 
September 1864. 
 
About 200 men from the 2nd Tennessee under Major McBath were at Athens, AL when that 
point was attacked by Brigadier General Abraham Buford on 2 October.  Major McBath was 
commended for his part in repelling that attack. 
 
The 2nd Tennessee has been referred as both a cavalry and an infantry regiment.  This di-
chotomy  is seen on 17 November 1864, when the regiment was reported at Decatur, AL 
with 345 men, but only 152 mounted.  It was still at Decatur on 26 November, when that 
point was attacked by General John B. Hood’s army.  General Granger, in his report, com-
mended “the admirable conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Prosser, commanding the 2nd Ten-
nessee, and 10th Indiana, who stubbornly resisted the advance of the enemy, and handled 
his small force very skillfully.” 
 
The regiment was mustered out of service 6 July 1865 at Nashville, TN.   
 
After the war, Joshua Wallace returned to Blount County, where, at the age of 31, he mar-
ried Nancy Melissa Butler on 3 June 1874.  They had 10 children, 8 girls and 2 boys.  After 
Nancy’s death on 23 May 1887, he married Susan Taylor on 2 September 1888 and had 6 
more children, 5 girls and 1 boy. 
 
Joshua Wallace died on 9 May 1908 in Blount County, TN and is buried in Clover Hill 
Cemetery. 
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Below is a recent picture taken at the top of Lookout Mountain by JVC and Graves Registration 

Officer Richard Holmes.  Lookout Mountain rises 1700 feet above the Tennessee Valley, its steep 

sides protruding to the sky. On the northern end, the mountain is surrounded on three sides by a 

near vertical rock wall that has afforded protection to the occupants of the top for hundreds of 

years.  The mountain is known for a weather phenomenon that occurs from 3-5 times a year. A 

layer of fog forms around the bottom of Lookout Mountain then begins to rise, sometimes engulf-

ing the entire mountain. This rising fog has been written about since the first settlers visited the 

area before 1735. It was on a fateful day, 24 November 1863, that this weather anomaly set in, cre-

ating the most poetic name for any battle in the American Civil War, The Battle Above the Clouds. 
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Camp Commander Throws His Hat into the 
Ring for the Office of National Treasurer 

May 12, 2016 
 
David H. McReynolds 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 
 
135th National Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans 
  of the Civil War 
Springfield, Illinois 
 
Brothers, 
 
May this epistle serve as my letter of intent to announce my candidacy for election to the office 
of National Treasurer for the order.  With kindness and respect, I ask for your support. 
 
As my Resume indicates, I have been very active in the SUVCW at the Camp and Department 
levels for several years.  This past year I have had the honor to serve as National Assistant 
Treasurer and member of the Program and Policy Committee. 
 
Many of you know me as the “Commander in the wheelchair.”  I must say that I am proud of 
that moniker.  I think that this persona is one of a survivor.  Despite all the things that have 
been thrown at me over the years, I have had the ability to overcome them.  As such, I can say, 
with as much certainly as any of us can, that I have the abilities both in terms of technical com-
petence, as well as health, to serve the Order proudly for the three year term of this position. 
 
My home camp is the Major William A. Mc Teer Camp No. 39 in the Department of Tennessee.  
We were honored last year to have received both the Abraham Lincoln Commander-in-Chief’s 
Award and the Horace Greeley Award.  As Commander for the last two years, I am so proud of 
the growth in fellowship and work ethic we have been able to achieve.  Hopefully, I can bring 
some of those leadership traits to the position of National Treasurer in the coming years. 
 
I have been a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) in the state of Tennessee since 1983 and I have 
more than 30 years service as a Chief Financial Officer of large healthcare organizations.  I trust 
that this experience will give me the technical knowledge to perform the duties of this job with 
excellence. 
 
If given the opportunity to serve as your  National Treasurer, I want each and every one of you 
to know that I will do the best job possible in a fair and responsible manner. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

David H. McReynolds 
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Calendar of Important Events 

Camp Mess will continue to be the second Tuesday : 
 
We hold a monthly Camp Mess meeting on the second Tuesday of 
each month at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN, 
starting at 12:30 p.m.  Our July meeting will be on 12 July 2016 and 
our August meeting will be on 9 Aug 2016.  Please make every effort 
to attend. 
 
24 July 2016:  150th anniversary of the re-admission of Tennessee 
to the Union.  We will conduct headstone and memorial re-
dedications at Old Gray Cemetery including period music, re-
enactors, speakers, and military ceremony.  Tim Massey will portray 
President Andrew Johnson, DC Mike Downs will give a presentation 
on the GAR and CC David McReynolds will give a presentation giving 
the historical perspective of the day and the contribution of Governor 
William “Parson” Brownlow.  Music will be by the Black Oak Brass 
Quintet and Amy Fitzsimons, vocal soloist. 
 
10—14 August 2016:  135th Encampment of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and its Allied Orders at Springfield, Illinois. 
 
20 August 2016:  East Tennessee History Fair presented by the 
East Tennessee Historical Society.  Krutch Park in downtown Knox-
ville truly comes alive with history! 
 
18 September 2016:  Third quarterly meeting of 2016!  At the East 
Tennessee History Center in Knoxville. 
 
30 September—1 October 2016:  Central Region Association of 
the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic Annual Meeting.  
The first time that the Department of Tennessee has hosted.  Hotel 
arrangements have been made with the Comfort Inn in Franklin, TN.  
Meetings will be held at Fort Negley in Nashville.   
 
1 November 2016:  Veterans’ Day.  Participation in local event at 
Blount County Courthouse. 
 
11-13 November 2016:  Fort Dickerson Living History Days. 
 
20 November 2016:  Annual Encampment. 
 
10 December 2016:  Blount County Jaycees Christmas Parade. 
 
17 December 2016:  Wreaths Across America at Knoxville National 
Cemetery. 

Be sure to visit our Camp 
Web Site at  
 
www.mcteer39.org.   
 
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for new events or 
for changes in time or 
place! 

 
Reminder! 
 
Try to keep your weekends 
free as we will need volun-
teers to help us do headstone 
dedications and cleanings 
throughout the year.   
 

 
National Notes! 
 
The Abraham Lincoln Hilton 
Hotel is now accepting reser-
vations for the 2016  En-
campment in Springfield, IL.  
The direct number to the ho-
tel is 217-544-8800 and the 
National Reservation phone 
number is 866-788-1860.  
The rate is $106.00 not in-
cluding taxes.  

tel:217-544-8800
tel:866-788-1860
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


