
 

On May 30, 2015, our 
Camp gathered at the 
gravesite of Major Wil-
liam McTeer to  com-
memorate Memorial 
Day on the 30th day of 
May, as designated by 
General Orders No. 11 
of the Grand Army of 
the Republic issued on 
May 5, 1868 by Com-
mander-in-Chief John 
A. Logan. 

 

The camp used the 
Headstone Rededica-
tion Service that is 
available on the  na-
tional website of the 
SUVCW.  This service 
is adapted from the 
1917 Service for the use 
of the Grand Army of 
the Republic to dedi-
cate a headstone for a 
Civil War veteran. 

 

It was a beautiful day 
with bright blue skies, a 
slight breeze and lots of 
sunshine.  As pre-
scribed, we arranged 
ourselves in such man-
ner as was most appro-
priate to the occasion 

and the nature of the 
ground. 

 

Camp Commander 
David McReynolds be-
gan by reading General 
Orders No. 11 as issued 
in 1868 to remind all 
those present why we 

should remember our 
comrades who died 
during the Civil War 
with testimonials of 
respect that fit the cir-
cumstances of each 
ceremony. 
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He then read a short biography of Major William McTeer as taken from various sources including McTeer’s 
own book , Among Loyal Mountaineers:  Reminscenses of an East Tennessee Unionist.  This biographical 
sketch is shared in a later article of this newsletter to remind us of the contributions made by McTeer not only 
during his Civil War service but to his community over the last 60 years of his life. 

 

The Commander then called the Camp to “attention” followed by “parade rest” to start the ceremony with the 
words transcribed from the original 1917 service.  Brother Lee Johnson invoked the Divine Blessing which 
was followed by the Commander’s words of instruction to begin placing the elements to honor Major McTeer.  
McTeer’s great nephew, Brother A. B. McTeer, and his son, Brother Jason McTeer, stood at the grave to re-
ceive the elements.  

 

Brother Doug Fidler , PDC was the “First Brother”.  He began by reciting John Milton’s poem “On His Blind-
ness” and followed by placing a living evergreen on the grave with the words “. . . I give this tribute, a symbol 
of an undying love for the Comrades of war”. 

 

Brother Sam Wilson was the “Second Brother” and laid a  single white rose on the grave as a “symbol of pu-
rity” so that “future generations emulate the unselfish devotion of even the lowliest of our heroes”. 

 

Brother Joseph McReynolds was the “Third Brother” who laid a wreath of grapevine upon the grave saying:  
“Last token of affection from the Sons of Comrades in arms; we crown these remains with the symbol of vic-
tory!” 

 

Finally, CC David McReynolds unfolded a small American flag and passed it to Brother Jason McTeer who 
laid it upon the grave while the Commander said:  “In behalf of the Grand Republic for whose integrity and 
unity our late Comrade McTeer offered his services during the War of the Rebellion, I deposit this flag.”  The 
Commander then saluted as the McTeer descendents returned the salute in solemn tribute  to their ancestor. 

 

Brother  Lee Johnson then spoke and introduced Brother Craig Brown who read the poem “The Unknown 
Dead”.    The Commander then gave the order to “present arms” which was followed by a salute of three vol-
leys from the musket of Department Commander Mike Downs’ from which smoke filled the air.  This was fol-
lowed by Camp JVC Steve Wallace playing “Taps” - lights are out, the Soldier sleeps.  Brother Lee Johnson 
then offered a blessing followed by the Commander’s dismissal.  We had everyone par-
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From left to right:  Doug Fidler placing an evergreen, Sam Wilson laying a single rose, and Joseph McReynolds laying a wreath of grapevine. 



 

ticipating in some way.  Because of the breeze, Brothers George 
Lane, PCC and Roy Gamble served as “Flag Holders” to ensure that 

no flag touched the ground.   We were also happy to welcome  Brother Jay Hacker, representing the members 
of the  Colonel Robert Byrd Camp No. 8, who recently joined our Camp after surrendering their charter.  In 
addition, prospective Associate Member Norman Shaw (founder of the Sultana Descendents Association) 
videoed the event.  Plus, we had two photographers on hand:  professional photographer Gena Tussey of Sta-
tion House Photography and Rachel McReynolds, daughter of CC David McReynolds.    They provided us 
with some really great images for us to hold onto as remembrances of this event.  And I can’t leave out the 
presence of the local media, The Maryville Daily Times, who gave our event good coverage in their Sunday, 
May 31, 2015 edition. 

 

In the spirit of “Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty”, most brothers gathered after the event for lunch at the Dead 
End Barbecue Restaurant which was recently recognized as one of the “Top 100 BBQ Restaurants in the 
United States”.   We enjoyed our time of fellowship during which we continued to strengthen our bond as 
brothers of the order. 

 

CC David McReynolds also put together a video slideshow accompanied by the music “The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic” and posted it to Facebook.   Copies are available on CD/DVD. 
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Above is the event group photo.  From left to right:  Craig Brown, Sam Wilson, Steve Wallace, 
David McReynolds, Joseph McReynolds, A. B. McTeer, Jason McTeer, Jay Hacker, Roy Gamble, 
Lee Johnson, Mike Downs, Norman Shaw and Doug Fidler.  A few brothers missed this photo but 
hopefully we captured them in other photos in this newsletter. 

Photo:  Gena Tussey, Station House Photography 



 

 

 
The Memorial Day Holiday at Knoxville 

National Cemetery 
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On May 25, 2015, the 
national holiday for Me-
morial Day, DC Mike 
Downs and CC David 
McReynolds had the 
privilege to conduct a 
memorial ceremony at 
the foot of the Union 
Soldiers’ Monument in 
Knoxville National 
Cemetery with sisters 
from the Lucinda Hea-
therly Tent No. 3 of the 
DUVCW.  In the photo 
on the left from left to 
right:  Mike Downs, 
David McReynolds, 
Cindy Owens, Holly 
Matthews and Becky 
Jolly.  We hope to do 
more with them this 
year! 

Natasha Cass lays thistles on the 
gravestones of Union soldiers of the 
79th New York Highlanders killed 
during the Battle of Fort Sanders in 
November 1863 as re-enactors por-
traying the 79th stand at attention in 
the Knoxville National Cemetery. 
The cemetery, established after the 
battle, holds the graves of more than 
a dozen 79th soldiers and more than 
5,000 veterans of various wars.  
 
The 79th New York Highlanders Re-
enactment Group is based in Knox-
ville, TN and participates in a variety 
of Civil War living history events.  
We hope that our camp can work 
with them to make some of our own 
events “pop” even more with the mu-
sic and Scottish flair that the group 
brings. 
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The Union Soldiers’ Monument at 
the Knoxville National Cemetery 

In 1863, after the Battle of Fort Sanders, General Ambrose 
Burnside established the cemetery, reinterring remains from 
around Knoxville, and other places in Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Virginia, and North Carolina.  Captain E. B. Chamberlain de-
signed the circular layout, and his careful, meticulous identifi-
cation of the burial sites ensured that the cemetery could “be 
converted into a national cemetery without material alteration 
or change, or removal of a single body.”   
 
The most significant monument at the cemetery is the Union 
Soldiers’ Monument, built from locally quarried Tennessee 
marble, at the east corner of the grounds.  The Grand Army of 
the Republic, Department of Tennessee, erected the memorial 
to honor the state’s Union soldiers, raising over $11,000 
through the contributions of more than 7,000 individual do-
nors.  The monument, which stands 60 feet tall, is a castle-like 
structure consisting of a crenulated stone tower attached to a 
memorial chamber. The chamber interior is accessed through 
ornate iron gates on two sides of the tower. The chamber fea-
tures a stained glass window. Surmounting the tower is a 
statue of a soldier at parade rest.  The monument was dedi-
cated in 1901, but was destroyed by lightning in 1904.  It was 
rebuilt and rededicated in 1906.  

Left:  Looking up at the sentry 
standing  at the top of the monu-
ment.  It was originally topped by 
a bronze eagle that was destroyed 
by the lightning bolt in 1904 and 
when rebuilt in 1906 the soldier 
was  put in its place.  At 60 feet 
tall, it is the largest Union monu-
ment in the South. 
 
 
Right:  Looking inside the cham-
ber interior at the stained glass 
window with the eagle and coat of 
arms.  Not only an impressive 
and beautiful monument on the 
outside, this unique design offers 
a space  to silently reflect upon 
the sacrifices made by those laid 
to rest in the cemetery. 

The Union Soliders’ Monument is the 
dominant feature in what is one of the 
most beautiful national cemeteries in 
the country.  Near downtown Knoxville, 
TN, it attracts a large number of annual 
visits. 



 

The last two 

books that I 

discussed in 

this column 

were very 

educational 

concerning 

the plight of 

Civil War 

Veterans and 

well worth 

the read.  

However my 

latest book 

The Civil War 

Veteran – A Historical Reader edited by 

Larry M. Logue and Michael Barton is 

much broader in scope and is certainly 

worth examining if your interest lie in the 

post war era.  It is broken down into five 

parts titled “Transition to Peace,” 

“Problems of Readjustment,” 

“Governments Provide Aid,” “Veterans 

Fight Their Own Battles” and “Veterans 

Shape  the Collective Memory.”  Within 

each part there are four to five short arti-

cles that cover everything from demobiliza-

tion, medical problems, securing pensions, 

fighting political battles, race relations to 

reconciliation all well documented with 

footnotes and written by twenty-four dif-

ferent Civil War historians.  Some I found 

to be right up my area of interest while 

others cover topics that I had not previ-

ously given much thought to. 

I will not attempt to write about 

all of the themes that are discussed but I 

have selected a few that I have found to be 

absorbing.  The first is titled “Opiate Addic-

tion as a Consequence of the Civil War” by 

David T. Courtwright who is a professor of 

History at the University of North Florida 

and writes about how and why a significant 

number of soldiers had to deal with post 

war drug related problems. In his research 

he has uncovered the follow facts in regard 

to the Union army; 

“… there can be no doubt about 

the opium pill: it was ubiquitous. 

Nearly 10 million of them were 

issued to the Union Army, along 

with over 2,841,000 ounces of 

other opium preparations, in-

cluding powered opium, pow-

ered opium with ipecac, tincture 

of opium (laudanum), and cam-

phorated tincture of opium 

(paregoric)”    (p# 107) 

With that wide use of such a potent nar-

cotic it becomes rather easy to understand 

why indeed there might have been a drug 

abuse related problem after the war. Ad-

ditionally he feels that the Confederate 

medical corps was probably as well sup-

plied with such addicting drugs for most 

of the war but could find no evidence to 

prove this as he did for the Northern ar-

mies  The author concludes by stating that 

the “Civil War was a factor in the spread 

of opiate addiction in America.”  These 

are surely facts to contemplate. 

 Another article written by Theda 

Skocpol, a sociologist from Harvard Uni-

versity, examines the pension system as it 

developed over the years for Union sol-

diers and their families. Through her re-

search she notes that “by 1893, there were 

966,012 pensioners and the federal gov-

ernment was spending an astounding 41.5 

percent of its income on benefits for 

them.” On this basis she has come to clas-

sify this pension program as “America’s 

first social security system.”  In this 16 

page article she also delves into how this 

came about through the lobbying efforts 

of the Grand Army of the Republic and 

the large number of pension lawyers. The 

original program was expanded several 

times and eventually covered all soldiers 

that had served at least 90 days, their 

widows and their young children. Dr. 

Skocpol feels that the Republican majority 

was willing to pay this to the veterans in 

return for their consideration on election 

day – an obvious quid pro quo paid for 

handily by the tariff system then in place. 

 The final section I will take a 

brief look at is by Gaines M. Foster, pro-

fessor of history at Louisiana State Uni-

versity who writes on the history of the 

various Southern soldiers’ veterans 

groups. After a rather tardy start, very 

similar to what occurred with Northern 

veterans’ organization, the United Con-

federate Veterans and the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy began 

their growth and played a significant 

role in the post reconstruction period.  

Both groups were active in developing 

and spreading the “Lost Cause” ideas 

throughout the South and the nation by 

organizing textbook committees and 

developing educational, political and 

patriotic programs.  Also examined are 

such publications as the “Confederate 

Veteran” magazine and the Southern 

Historical Society Papers.  While the 

Confederate Veteran was mainly filled 

with “old soldiers stories” the S.H.S.P. 

were aimed at showing the “actual” 

history of the Confederacy through re-

searched articles. One funny story the 

author relays to the reader took place in 

1896 and concerned the organization 

that we know today as the Sons of Con-

federate Veterans.  As they were looking 

for a name to call themselves they origi-

nally came up with the title of the 

United Sons of Confederate Veterans.  

This was initially accepted but soon 

were “horrified that people might con-

fuse the abbreviation of their badge, 

USCV, with the United States Colored 

Volunteers, in 1908 the Sons dropped 

United from their name.” (P# 322) 

I believe you can tell from the three 
brief summaries that I have included 
that the reader will find information 
relating to almost any area that deals 
with the lives of Civil War Veterans. The 
Civil War Veteran – A Historical Reader 
is edited by Larry M. Logue and Mi-
chael Barton, is 440 pages in length and 
was published by New York University 
Press in 2007. It has excellent footnot-
ing at the completion of each of the 31 
articles, the reader will also find an in-
teresting annotated bibliography with 
an adequate but useful index.  It is 
available through Amazon in paper for 
around $30.00 plus shipping or, of 
course, you can borrow it from me.  
Finally, I will conclude by saying I 
would love to hear your comments 
about this review or concerning any of 
my previous articles.  Please send them 
to mpdowns51@yahoo.com. 
 
Enjoy the read! 
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First in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 

Peter Collins is one of our brothers living “across the pond” and he has shared with us the story of his 
great-grandfather, John Davis, who served aboard the USS Tulip, which exploded and sank on the Poto-
mac River on November 11, 1864.   Seems as though our camp is developing an affinity for exploding 
steamboats. 
 
The Tulip is significant more for her role in the changing technology of American warships than for her 
engagements, marking the period when steam engines overtook sail power, and specifically the develop-
ment of screw steam vessels.  On her last day, she left the flotilla base at St. Inigoes on her way to the 
Navy shipyards in Washington D.C. for repair.  Not long underway, as she passed the Piney Point Light-
house, the boiler exploded and she immediately sank.  Only eight of the crew of fifty-seven survived. 

The monument to the Tulip marks 
the smallest federal cemetery in the 
nation.  The gray granite monument 
stands seven feet high on a concrete 
pad.  On the front is a design of a 
stylized eagle.  An interpretive 
bronze shield is set into a gravel-
paved area in front of the monu-
ment. 

Above is the back side of the business card used by John Davis when a missionary in Lon-
don after his return from sailing the seas.  It provides a short bio in verse of quite  an inter-
esting man who found quite a different mission for the remainder of his years. 

To the left is Brother 
Peter Collins speaking at 
the 150th anniversary 
ceremonies of the Tulip’s 
sinking held November 
7, 2014 at St. Inigoes, St. 
Mary’s, Maryland. 
 
To the  right is the group 
photograph from the 
same event.  Among 
those pictured in addi-
tion to Peter Collins is 
Brother Doug Fidler of 
the McTeer Camp and 
Brother Wesley Mum-
per, Commander of the 
local Harris Camp. 
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A short biography of our camp namesake: 
William Anderson McTeer (1843—1925) 

Major 
William 
Anderson 
McTeer 
was born 
on Sep-
tember 
16, 1843, 
six miles 
east of 
Mary-

ville, in the Ellejoy area of 
Blount County, to Andrew 
Bogle and Nancy Gamble 
McTeer.  When he was 
nineteen years old, McTeer 
enlisted in Company A of 
the Third Tennessee Volun-
teer Cavalry on August 10, 
1862, to fight for the preser-
vation of the Union.  At the 
time of enlistment, he was 6 
feet tall with fair complex-
ion, dark hair and blue eyes.  
On April 4, 1864, he was 
promoted from private to 
2nd Lieutenant and on July 
19, 1864, he was promoted 
to 1st Lieutenant and Adju-
tant.  During his last year of 
service, he was assigned to 
duties as Acting Assistant 
Adjutant-General of the Bri-
gade and then of the Divi-
sion.  He was discharged as 
Major and Adjutant of the 
3rd Tennessee Cavalry Regi-
ment on August 3, 1865 at 
Pulaski, Tennessee. 
 

After the war, however, 
Will McTeer wore many 
hats.  In addition to his 
role as a Federal soldier 
that is recounted in his 
book, Among Loyal Moun-
taineers:  Reminiscences of 
an East Tennessee Union-
ist, he was elected Circuit 
Court Clerk for Blount 
County in 1868, an office 
which he held until 1878.  
Additionally, McTeer prac-
ticed law in several promi-
nent Maryville law firms 
from the time he was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1878 
until his death in 1925.  Af-
ter serving as Court Clerk, 
McTeer served as United 
Stated Commissioner from 
1878-1896, and then again 
from 1912-1925.  During 
this time period, he was 
also a member of the Ten-
nessee Legislature in 1882 
and was the first recorder 
of the City of Maryville 
from 1907-1917. 
 
In the private sector, 
McTeer and his friend Cal-
vin A. Duncan were elected 
by the Presbyterian Synod 
of Tennessee as Directors 
of Maryville College.  He 
also served as Treasurer of 
the college from 1884-
1901.  McTeer was also one 
of the organizers of the 

Bank of Maryville in 
1885, and served as its 
President.  He also served 
for thirty years as Super-
intendant of the Sabbath 
School of New Provi-
dence Presbyterian 
Church. 
 
McTeer also complied 
through personal con-
tacts, Blount County re-
cords and wide corre-
spondence from 1900-
1925 a manuscript enti-
tled “McTeer Family His-
tory”, which is now on 
deposit in the McClung 
Collection of the Lawson-
McGhee Library in Knox-
ville, Tennessee. 

Above is a picture of 
William McTeer or 
“Judge McTeer” as 
he appeared later in 
life. 
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From the Commander 

Dear Brothers, 
We have been a busy camp in 2015.  Let’s review all that we have been able to accomplish together so far: 
 Well attended Camp Mess Meetings (lunches at Calhoun’s Restaurant) every month. 
 The first quarterly meeting in March with the second on the books for June with education. 
 Participation in the Thompson-Brown House Re-enactment and Living History Day on April 18th. 
 The Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom Jubilee from April 30th through May 3rd.  We had camp broth-

ers at every event including the Friday night banquet and manning our table at the Civil War Expo in 
Krutch Park on Saturday, May 2nd.  And, our camp presented the closing event:  the re-dedication of 
the Sultana Monument at the Mount Olive Cemetery in Knoxville on May 3rd.  With more than 150 in 
attendance and at least 43 Sultana descendants, we had one of, if not the best, event of the entire cele-
bration.  And it was Tennessee’s Signature Sesquicentennial Event for 2015.  Newspaper and TV cov-
erage was great and certainly made notice to the community that the Sons of Union Veterans were a 
group committed to the preservation of our nation’s history and heritage. 

 Mike Downs and I joined with sisters from the Lucinda Heatherly Tent No. 3 of the DUVCW and the 
79th New York Highlanders re-enactment group to commemorate the Memorial day holiday on May 
25th at the Knoxville National Cemetery.  WBIR-TV put together a great piece that it showed on mul-
tiple newscasts that was very educational and informative about why we celebrate Memorial Day.  
Mike Downs was a featured interviewee. 

 And, on May 30th, the day prescribed by the Grand Army of the Republic, we joined together to pre-
sent a memorial service at the grave of our camp namesake, William McTeer, to honor all of the fallen 
of the Civil War (and all wars).  We followed with a fraternal lunch at the Dead End BBQ. 

Our annual report shows that we have grown from 29 members in 2014 to 51 at March 31st.  I would not 
be surprised to see us exceed 60 members before much longer.  We have more events planned including 
East Tennessee History Day in August and the Christmas Parade in December.  Some of us are planning 
to attend the National Encampment in Richmond in August as well.  We also have  one or more grave 
dedications on our plan as well as one or more events in the second half of the year, including Fort 
Dickerson.  And I hope we can schedule a time to do some headstone repair and cleaning of Union veter-
ans buried in our area.  We could not do any of this without the support of YOU, our membership.  I give 
my deepest appreciation to all those who have volunteered their time and energy to help us so far and I 
look forward to even more participation in the future as we build one of most active camps in the nation. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 

To the left: 
David McReynolds, Com-
mander of Major William 
A. McTeer Camp No. 39, 
Department of Tennessee, 
SUVCW at the Knoxville 
National Cemetery on May 
25, 2015. 
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“Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty” 
Remembrances from May 30, 2015 
Magnolia Cemetery, Maryville, TN 

 
All photos on the page and the following page:  Gena Tussey, Station House Photography 
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The Picket-Guard 
BY ETHELINDA BEERS  

 

“All quiet along the Potomac,” they say, 
      “Except, now and then, a stray picket 
Is shot as he walks on his beat to and fro, 
      By a rifleman hid in the thicket. 
’Tis nothing—a private or two, now and then, 
      Will not count in the news of the battle; 
Not an officer lost—only one of the men 
      Moaning out, all alone, his death-rattle.” 
 
All quiet along the Potomac to-night, 
      Where the soldiers lie peacefully dreaming; 
Their tents, in the rays of the clear autumn moon 
      Or the light of the watch-fire, are gleaming. 
A tremulous sigh, as the gentle night-wind 
      Through the forest-leaves softly is creeping; 
While stars up above, with their glittering eyes, 
      Keep guard—for the army is sleeping. 
  
There’s only the sound of the lone sentry’s tread, 
      As he tramps from the rock to the fountain, 
And thinks of the two in the low trundle-bed 
      Far away in the cot on the mountain. 
His musket falls slack—his face, dark and grim, 
      Grows gentle with memories tender, 
As he mutters a prayer for the children asleep— 
      For their mother—may Heaven defend her! 
  
The moon seems to shine just as brightly as then, 
      That night, when the love yet unspoken 
Leaped up to his lips—when low-murmured vows 
      Were pledged to be ever unbroken. 
Then drawing his sleeve roughly over his eyes, 
      He dashes off tears that are welling, 
And gathers his gun closer up to its place, 
      As if to keep down the heart-swelling. 
  
He passes the fountain, the blasted pine-tree, 
      The footstep is lagging and weary; 
Yet onward he goes, through the broad belt of 
light, 
      Toward the shade of the forest so dreary. 
Hark! was it the night-wind that rustled the 
leaves? 
      Was it moonlight so suddenly flashing? 
It looked life a rifle—“Ha! Mary, good-by!” 
      And the life-blood is ebbing and plashing. 
  
All quiet along the Potomac to-night, 
      No sound save the rush of the river; 
While soft falls the dew on the face of the dead— 
      The picket’s off duty forever! 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/ethel-lynn-beers
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Community leaders 
gathered on Tuesday, 
May 5, 2015, at the 
Smithview Pavilion in 
Maryville to celebrate 
Blount County Tour-
ism Day.   
 
The Blount County 
Chamber Partnership 
hosted the event. It 
featured an emphasis 
on the history of the 
Civil War in the 
county.  Aaron Astor, 
associate professor of 
history at Maryville 
College, and local his-
torian George Lane, 
past Camp Com-
mander of our McTeer 
Camp, spoke about the 
importance of the re-
gional narrative of that 
conflict for tourism. 
 
In his remarks, Lane 
said that heritage tour-
ism is not just about 
visiting large battle-
fields.  
 

“Historical tourism is a 
big driver of traffic. 
People come and stay a 
long time. They come 
for family reunions. 
We had a great out-
migration from this 
area in the 1840s to 
Texas and Oklahoma 
and later on to Wash-
ington and Oregon. 
You had 10 kids and 
the older ones tended 
to head out West so 
they could have their 
own farms.” 
 
There is an opportu-
nity in cultivating fam-
ily tourism, Lane said. 
“It’s an opportunity we 
can work on. Some 
chambers of commerce 
and tourism groups 
have put together 
packages that give 
guidelines for holding 
family reunions, in-
cluding lists of people 
who can take them on 
cemetery tours and tell 
them about their fami-

lies.” 
 
Our camp needs to be 
proactive in working 
with community lead-
ership in making the 
historical preservation 
of all aspects of the 
Civil War a top prior-
ity.  As such, the 
McTeer camp will con-
tinue to work with the 
Blount County Cham-
ber Partnership as well 
as other community 
based organizations to 
promote the Union 
legacy of our region 
and of our ancestors. 

 
***** 

 
Source:  May 6, 2015 e
-edition of the Mary-
ville Daily Times. 

“Historical tourism 

is a big driver of 

traffic. People come 

and stay a long 

time. They come for 

family reunions. 

We had a great out-

migration from this 

area in the 1840s to 

Texas and 

Oklahoma and 

later on to 

Washington and 

Oregon. You had 10 

kids and the older 

ones tended to head 

out West so they 

could have their 

own farms.” 

To the left is a 
photo of PCC 
George Lane in 
uniform at the 
Blount County 
Tourism Day event 
discussing ways to 
make Civil War 
history a center-
piece of the 
county’s tourism 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers-
June 2015 

Page 13 

Calendar of Important 
Events 

Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held 
at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN start-
ing at 12 Noon.  We do most of our planning at these lunch 
meetings and they are a great opportunity to spend time to-
gether building upon the brotherhood of the order. 
 
June 22, 2015 - 
Quarterly meeting at the Blount County Public Library in 
Maryville, TN.  Norman Shaw will present an educational 
program about the Sultana disaster including some interest-
ing videos. 
 
August 15, 2015 - 
The East Tennessee Historical Society presents East Tennes-
see History Day in Krutch Park.  Our camp will participate 
for the third straight year with out tent and information ta-
ble.  This year we have some surprises to add to generate 
more interest.  We will need help to man the table all day. 
 
August 20-23, 2015 - 
The Department of the Chesapeake will host the 2015 Na-
tional Encampment in Richmond, VA. The Omni Hotel Rich-
mond will serve as the headquarters. The Omni is at the cen-
ter of Richmond’s financial, judicial, and legislative districts 
and is located in the historic Shockoe Slip district where it is 
close to first class dining and entertainment venues. If you 
plan to go, reserve your room now by calling (800) 843-6664 
or by booking online by following the  links provided at the 
SUVCW website.  Also on the website are the forms needed 
to pre-register ($10 prior to July 31st), order banquet tickets 
and to order the commemorative medal.  Plans have been 
made for a bus tour to Appomattox and/or Richmond area 
Civil War battlefield sites. 
 
September 21,  2015 - 
Quarterly meeting to be held at Dead End BBQ starting at 
6:30 PM with dinner for those who want it.  We will follow 
with our meeting with an educational program presented by 
Dr. Aaron Astor, Associate Professor of History at Maryville 
College based on his new book, The Civil War Along Tennes-
see’s Cumberland Plateau. 

Above is a picture of Camp Comander 
David McReynolds and Stan Brock, 
founder of Remote Area Medical, at a 
recent charitable event in Knoxville, 
TN.  If you’re  old enough, you should 
remember Stan Brock as the  sidekick 
(who did all the dangerous stuff) of 
Marlin Perkins on the old TV show 
“Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom”. 

 
After his television days, Brock was 
motivated to establish in 1985 an or-
ganization known as Remote Area 
Medical (RAM).  It is based on his own 
personal experience while living 
among the Wapishana Indians in Guy-
ana, South America.  He was isolated 
from medical care – a 26 day journey 
away.  He witnessed the devastation of 
whole tribes by what we would con-
sider to be simple easy-to-cure ill-
nesses.  When he left, he vowed to find 
a way to deliver medical care to people 
in isolated areas. 
 
Today, Remote Area Medical provides 
care around the world, including here 
at home in the USA, to underserved, 
isolated and/or impoverished commu-
nities.  Most care is provided through 
mobile clinic events that provide gen-
eral medical, dental, vision, preventive 
care and education.  A particular em-
phasis is in Appalachia where RAM 
intends to use the initiative as a gate-
way to establish RAM affiliates based 
in Appalachian states to provide ongo-
ing medical services and health care 
access on a permanent basis. 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

 

***** 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.  You may also 
access our camp webpage from 
our Facebook page. 
 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


