
 

On Saturday, 21 May, 
the Major William A. 
McTeer Camp No. 39 
of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil 
War with David 
McReynolds, Camp 
Commander, pre-
sented a Headstone 
Dedication Service at 
the grave site of Pri-
vate James Eugene 
Cupp of Company H, 
2nd Tennessee Cavalry 
Volunteers, USA.   
 
James Eugene Cupp 
was born 28 February 
1823, in Blount 
County, the son of 
David Cupp and Cath-
erine “Kitty” Niemon.  
He had blue eyes and 
dark hair and, as an 
adult, he stood 5 feet 
11 inches tall.  On 5 
September, he mar-
ried Margaret “Peggy” 
Everett and together 
they had eight chil-
dren. 
 

Cupp fought in the 
Civil War in the Un-
ion Army’s 2nd Ten-
nessee Cavalry.  He 
mustered in on 10 Oc-
tober 1862, at the age 
of 39 for a term of 
three years.  The 2nd 
Cavalry was heavily 
involved in the Battle 
of Stones River, the 
Battle of Chicka-
mauga, the Battle of 
Okolona, and the Bat-
tle of Nashville.  The 
unit mustered out 6 
July 1865.  As was the 
case with most units 
during the war, many 
more men died of dis-
ease than of wounds 
suffered in battle.  Af-
ter the war, he re-
turned to Blount 
County and his occu-
pation of farmer.  He 
died 9 October 1900 
at the age of 77. 
 
The headstone dedi-
cation ceremony was 
the culmination of 

work started last 
year by Camp Junior 
Vice Commander 
and Graves Registra-
tion Officer Richard 
Holmes, along with 
several fellow Delta 
Airlines employees, 
including Rebekah 
Thompson (3rd great 
granddaughter of 
James Cupp), Wil-
liam Busser,  and 
Bronwyn Henley, to 
obtain a new head-
stone to replace the 
old one that had 
worn away.  On 6 
November 2015, 
William Busser and 
Richard Holmes set 
the new headstone 
for Private Cupp in 
the cemetery at 
Pleasant Hill United 
Methodist Church in 
Maryville. 
 
Prior to the start of 
the ceremony, Jun-
ior Vice Commander 
Holmes presented to 
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Some of the many highlights from the  
Headstone Dedication Service 

The family of Private Cupp was represented 
by Grace Ballard (4th great granddaughter), 
Beth Ballard (3rd great granddaughter), Re-
bekah Cates Thompson (3rd great grand-
daughter), and Nancy Thompson (2nd great 
granddaughter).   
 
Company E, 8th Voluntary Infantry Re-
enactors, were gracious in providing a firing 
team consisting of Jim Devine, Randall 
Cooper and John Cooper.  

JVC Richard Holmes presents to William 
Busser a Certificate of Appreciation on be-
half of the Camp for his help in acquiring 
and placing the new headstone. 
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Boy Scout Troop 800 made a major contribution to the success and meaning of the 
event.  Members of Troop 800 who participated were:  Kyle Kusiowski, Ryan Byrd, 
Stephen Henley, Luke Henley, Nicholas Van Son, Nicholas Rogers, Elija Wilder, Blake 
Hurst and Colin Henley.  Elijah Wilder and Nicholas Van Son played “Taps” in an 
“echo” style – a extraordinarily moving tribute. 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
I am so proud of the many activities our camp has partici-
pated in over the past two months!  And the contributions 
made by so many members. 
 
I have to give JVC Richard Holmes a big “Huzzah” for his 
wonderful work as Graves Registration Officer in addition 
to his duties as Junior Vice Commander.  He has involved 
so many community groups in Monroe County, his home 
county, that it appears that the future holds many ceme-
tery cleanups, headstone repairs and replacements, and 
dedication ceremonies.  I also must commend him for the 
wonderful event in our Camp’s “home” county, Blount 
County, for Private James Eugene Cupp, which involved 
family, Boy Scouts, and local re-enactors in addition to 
Camp members. 
 
At the end of this year, after two years as Commander, it 
will be time to pass the baton to the next person to serve.  I 
am so confidant that we will continue the successes of our 

Camp of the past three or four years.  I look forward to following the new leadership in 2017 as our 
Camp continues to grow and we find new frontiers for success.  Lots of great ideas out there. 
 
As most of you probably know, I have announced by candidacy for the position of National Treasurer.  I 
submitted my candidacy purely on the basis that I hope that my experiences and qualifications might be 
of benefit to this job.  Either way, win or lose the election, I will continue to serve the Sons of Union Vet-
erans to the fullest of my abilities and strengths. 
 
On 24 July  2016, we have a big event—Readmission Day, celebrating the 150th anniversary of Tennes-
see’s readmission to the Union after the Civil War.  We need everyone’s help to make this event a big 
success.  I know it will be and I’m looking forward to it.  Let’s keep the Camp moving forward!! 
 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

David McReynolds 

 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 
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William Busser a “Certificate of Appreciation” on behalf of the McTeer Camp for his help in se-
curing and placing the headstone which made this dedication ceremony possible. 
 
The dedication ceremony was led by McTeer Secretary-Treasurer Doug Fidler with Pleasant Hill 
United Methodist Church pastor Danny Treadway and McTeer member A. B. McTeer, descen-
dant of the father of the Camp’s namesake, assisting.  Boy Scouts Kyle Kusiowski, Ryan Byrd, 
Stephen Henley, Luke Henley, Nicholas Van Son, Nicholas Rogers, Elija Wilder, Blake Hurst 
and Colin Henley of Troop 800 participated in activities associated with honoring the American 
flag, posting the colors and folding the flag to present to the family.  The ceremony consists of 
military ceremony and prayer consistent with the traditions of the “Grand Army of the Repub-
lic.” 
 
The "Grand Army of the Republic" (GAR) was a fraternal organization composed of veterans of 
the Union Army (United States Army), Union Navy (United States Navy), Marines and the 
United States Revenue Cutter Service who served in the American Civil War.  Founded in 1866 
in Decatur, Illinois, and growing to include hundreds of posts (local community units) across 
the nation, (predominately in the North, but also in the South and West), it was dissolved in 
1956 when its last member, Albert Woolson (1850–1956) of Duluth, Minnesota, died.  Linking 
men through their experience of the war, the GAR became among the first organized advocacy 
groups in American politics, supporting voting rights for black veterans, promoting patriotic 
education, helping to make Memorial Day a national holiday, and lobbying the United States 
Congress to establish regular veterans' pensions.   It was succeeded by the Sons of Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War (SUVCW). 
 
The family of Private Cupp was represented by Grace Ballard (4th great granddaughter), Beth 
Ballard (3rd great granddaughter), Rebekah Cates Thompson (3rd great granddaughter), and 
Nancy Thompson (2nd great granddaughter).  Other members of the McTeer Camp and commu-
nity were in attendance. 
 
Department Commander Michael Downs served as the guard of honor, setting up the symbol of 
the army, and guarding such symbol in full uniform during the entire ceremony.  During the 
ceremony, Brother A. B. McTeer presented to the family of Private Cupp three symbols repre-
senting the love and devotion of the deceased’s comrades in arms.  First is the laying of a wreath 
of evergreen which is “a symbol of undying love for the comrades of the war.”  Second is a single 
rose which is a “symbol of purity – may future generations emulate the unselfish devotion of 
even the lowliest of our heroes.”  And third is a wreath of grapevine which is the “symbol of vic-
tory.” 
 
Then, the family was presented an American flag “in behalf of the Grand Republic for whose in-
tegrity and unity our late Comrade offered his services during the war” by members of Boy Scout 
Troop 800. 
 
Brother Fidler read a prayer and then a poem by John Milton, “On His Blindness.”  It was fol-
lowed by three volleys by a firing team from Company E, 8th Voluntary Infantry Reenactors, 
consisting of Jim Devine, Randall Cooper and John Cooper and the playing of Taps in an “echo 
style” by Boy Scouts Elijah Wilder and Nicholas Van Son – a extraordinarily moving tribute.  
Pastor Treadway gave the benediction and Brother Fidler ended the ceremony with the words 
“Taps are sounded – Lights are out – the Soldier sleeps.”  

Continued from  page one—McTeer Camp Dedicates New Headstone  



 

  
 For this month’s selec-

tion, I have chosen a book that 

deals with the numerous legal 

cases that were created by the 

Civil War.  It is titled Lincoln 

and Chief Justice Taney – Slav-

ery, Secession and the Presi-

dent’s War Powers, by James F. 

Simon. The author is a Professor 

of Law and Dean Emeritus at 

New York Law School and does 

a very good job of explaining the 

legal ramifications of the nu-

merous lawsuits brought before 

the Supreme Court before, dur-

ing and after the Civil War. He 

initially begins writing about the 

personal history of Lincoln and 

Chief Justice Taney 

(pronounced “Taw-ney”) which 

could not have been farther 

apart in experiences; one born 

to the tough life of farming with 

few opportunities of obtaining a 

formal education and the other 

to a comfortable middle class 

status and able to gain a college 

education which led to being ad-

mitted to the Bar.  Additionally, 

Lincoln identified with the anti-

slavery wing of the Whig Party 

and followed the principles of 

Henry Clay, while Taney was an 

ardent supporter of Andrew 

Jackson and was actually ap-

pointed to the Supreme Court 

during his second term in office 

(1836). 

 

 The most important case 

that is examined in detail is the 

infamous Dred Scott Case, ac-

tually known as Scott v. San-

ford which was finalized in 

1857.  The author develops the 

background of Dred Scott, who 

was a slave taken by his owner 

to live in Illinois, a free state as 

declared by the Northwest Or-

dinance of 1785.  When his 

owner returned to Missouri, a 

slave state, Scott sued for his 

freedom in Federal Court 

claiming he was a free man, 

having lived in a non-slave 

state.  In a seven to two deci-

sion, with Taney writing for the 

majority, the court declared 

that not only was Scott still a 

slave but as a black man he had 

no right to sue in any Federal 

Court.  In essence, Taney 

wrote, that any black man, 

slave or free, did not possess 

any Constitutional rights and 

was not a citizen of the United 

States.   Finally, the decision 

ruled that the slaves were mere 

property, much like a horse or 

a mule, and as such, literally 

could be taken anywhere within 

the United States even if hu-

man bondage was illegal in that 

area of the country.  The author 

makes the statement that Lin-

coln found this decision so re-

pulsive that he reconsidered 

his plans to drop out of poli-

tics and resume a more active 

role in his law practice.  In-

stead, he became involved in 

the new Republican Party and 

developed a plan to seek the 

nomination of President.  

Other famous cases are also 

examined including Ex parte 

Merryman, 1861 and Ex parte 

Milligan, 1866, in which the 

Supreme Court ruled against 

Lincoln’s use of “executive 

powers.” 

 

 The question that is 

not answered in the study is 

why Roger Taney chose to re-

main in his position of au-

thority during the Civil War 

while maintaining beliefs that 

were best represented by the 

Confederacy.  His personal 

background was from a slave 

holding family living in an 

area of Maryland that 

strongly supported the Jeffer-

son Davis government.  Early 

on, he felt that the Federal 

Government did not have the 

authority to use force against 

the breakaway states and, as 

Chief Justice, he was strongly 

committed to trying to thwart 

Lincoln’s aim of keeping the 

country together as created in 
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1776.  At one point, the Chief Justice was prepared to declare the printing of “green backs” or paper 

money, issued by the Federal Government, to be unconstitutional because the “founding fathers” de-

clared that only “specie” or coins could be created by the Washington authorities. Fortunately, the 

case never reached the Supreme Court and the Lincoln Administration was able to pay for the war as 

it progressed.  Taney’s concept of the Constitution was a very strict, as written, interpretation with 

only his personal views of the Constitution being correct.   

 

 The hard facts of the book are that it is 288 pages long with a very short bibliography and 

mostly legal footnotes referenced. It was published in 2006 by Simon and Schuster in New York City 

and I paid $27.00 dollars at our local Barnes and Noble. Of course you are free to borrow it from me 

if the topic is of some interest.  Overall, the book does make clear how the issue of slavery dominated 

our country’s thoughts before the war began and clarifies what the Southern powers wanted in re-

gard to the future of slavery. 

***** 
 

 

From the Book Rack—continued from page 6 
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Thirteenth in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 

 
 Something a little different this month.  Instead of the biography of one ancestor, we are writing 

a brief history of one of the regiments formed in East Tennessee during the war.  Since this is our thir-

teenth article, it seemed fitting that we would write about the 13th Tennessee Volunteer Cavalry!  

 Organized on authority of Major General A. E. Burnside in East Tennessee; nine companies 

mustered in at Strawberry Plains, 28 October and 8 November 1863; and mustered out at Knoxville, 5 

September 1865.  The regiment moved from Strawberry Plains to Camp Nelson, Kentucky, where it 

was equipped, and where, on 31 December, Governor Andrew Johnson ordered the number to be 

changed from the 12th to the 13th Tennessee Cavalry Regiment. 

 At Camp Nelson, on 31 December 1863, it was reported as the 12th Tennessee Cavalry Regiment, 

in the District of Northern Central Kentucky. However, it had no connection with Colonel George Spal-

ding’s Regiment which was officially designated the 12th Regiment. On 1 January 1864, the 12th Ten-

nessee Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, under Colonel Miller, was listed as part of the troops of which 

Brigadier General S. S. Fry was directed to take command, place in marching condition, and march to 

Knoxville, with orders to report to Major General J. G. Foster, Commanding Army of the Ohio. The re-

port of Adjutant General J. P. Brownlow, State of Tennessee, stated that the regiment marched from 

Camp Nelson to Nashville (via Knoxville), and remained in Nashville during the spring of 1864. 

 The next report in the Official Records was dated 30 April 1864, at which time, as the 13th Ten-

nessee Cavalry Regiment, under Major George W. Doughty, it was reported in Colonel Miller’s 3rd Bri-

gade of Brigadier General Alvan C. Gillem’s 4th Division, Cavalry Corps, Department of the Cumber-

land. The regiment remained in this brigade until 20 July 1865. On 31 May, the regiment, under Lieu-

tenant Colonel William H. Ingerton, was reported at Gallatin, where it remained until early August 

1864. 

 In August, the brigade, with the 10th Regiment now included, was designated the Governor’s 

Guard, and with General Gillem commanding the expedition, and Colonel Miller the troops in the field, 

the 9th and 13th Regiments left Gallatin 4 August on a march to Strawberry Plains. The regiment spent 

the rest of its service in the East Tennessee area. On 21 August, and again on 23 August, the regiment 

was engaged at Rogersville, reporting the killing of 36, and the capture of 59 Confederates in the two 

engagements. General Gillem reported: “The 9th and 13th are improving rapidly, and will require but 

little more experience to make excellent soldiers.” On 30 August, a detachment under Captain Wilcox 

drove off a Confederate force near Cumberland Gap, and occupied the gap until the arrival of the rest of 

the brigade. 

 On 3 September, the regiment took part in an engagement with the forces of General John Hunt 

Morgan, at Park’s Gap, near Greeneville, Tennessee; and early the next morning, a squadron under 

Captain Wilcox surprised General Morgan where he was spending the night in Greeneville. As General 

Morgan tried to escape, he was shot and killed by Private Andrew Campbell, of Co. “G”, 13th Regiment. 

In his report of these actions, General Gillem commended Colonel Miller for his “reckless gallantry” 

and Lieutenant Colonel Ingerton for his “promptness and efficiency” in carrying out orders.   The kill-

ing of General John Hunt Morgan was regarded as one of the unit’s highest achievements on the Union 

side and an episode of infamy on the “other” side of the war. 

 On 27 September, the regiment left Bulls Gap with forces under Brigadier General Jacob Am-

men, and took part in a series of skirmishes with Confederate forces under Generals J. C. Vaughn, and 
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  John S. Williams at Rheatown, Jonesboro, and Carter’s Station, the last one on 30 September 1864. 

 On 27 and 28 October, the regiment was engaged at Panther Springs, and at Morristown, in 

fights with Confederate forces under General John C. Vaughn, in which General Vaughn was 

wounded. General Gillem especially commended Lieutenant Colonel Ingerton, who, with the 13th 

Regiment, led the first charge that broke the enemy lines. 

 On 12 November, at Bull’s Gap, the regiment successfully fought off an enemy attack, and Gen-

eral Gillem especially commended Colonel Miller, Lieutenant Colonel Ingerton, Major Wagner, and 

Captain Wilcox for “distinguished gallantry.”  General Gillem, with most of his forces, left Bull’s Gap 

on 13 November, but left the 13th Regiment, with Colonel Miller, at Bull’s Gap to conceal his move-

ment, and act as rear guard, with instructions to remain at the Gap until 10:30 A.M.  Gillem’s main 

force was attacked, and disastrously defeated near Russellville, and fell back to Strawberry Plains, 

where Colonel Miller and the 13th rejoined his force. From Strawberry Plains, the force retreated to 

Knoxville, where it remained for some time. 

 On 10 December, Gillem’s forces left Knoxville to join with Major General George Stoneman 

on an expedition into western Virginia. The regiment was engaged at Big Creek, near Kingsport, on 12 

December; at Wytheville, Virginia, 16 December; and at Saltville, Virginia, 20 December. In his re-

port of the capture and burning of the salt works at Saltville,  Lieutenant Colonel Stacy led the charge 

which captured the Confederate breastworks, and forced the evacuation of the position. The regiment 

got back to Knoxville on 29 December 1864, where it remained until 18 March 1865. 

 The division was concentrated at Mossy Creek, Tennessee, on 22 March 1865, and from there 

went with General Stoneman on his expedition through western Virginia into North Carolina, culmi-

nating with the battle of Salisbury on 12 April 1865. General Gillem’s forces separated from General 

Stoneman on 17 April and on 23 April were at Hendersonville, North Carolina, marching on Ashe-

ville, when General Gillem received news that a truce had been concluded with Confederate General 

Joseph E. Johnston. On receipt of this news, he returned to Greeneville. 

 During this time, some detachments of the regiment were with Brigadier General Davis Till-

son, Commanding 4th Infantry Division, for on 22 April, General Tillson, at Greeneville, ordered Ma-

jor Dyer, 13th Tennessee Cavalry, to gather together the detachments of his regiment, and with other 

detachments of cavalry serving with his command, to proceed to Asheville and open communications 

with General Gillem, and having done so, to return to Tillson’s command. 

 On 27 April, the 8th and 13th Tennessee Cavalry were part of the forces which General Stone-

man said he wanted sent to Asheville, and under the command of Brigadier General W. J. Palmer; to 

pursue and capture President Jefferson Davis, and the store of specie he was reputed to have with 

him. 

 On 4 May, General Palmer reported he had reached Athens, Georgia, ahead of President 

Davis’s Escort, and had sent the 13th Tennessee Cavalry to Lexington, with instructions to send one 

detachment to Elberton, Georgia, and another to Washington, Georgia. Following the capture of 

President Davis on May 10, 1865, the regiment returned to East Tennessee. 

 On 20 July 1865, General Gillem, Commanding District of East Tennessee, assigned the 8th, 

9th, and 13th Tennessee Regiments, along with others, to the Cavalry Brigade, commanded by Major 

General Emory Upton, which went into camp at Sweetwater, Tennessee. The regiment was mustered 

out of service on 5 September 1865.  
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Memorial Day 2016 at  
Knoxville National Cemetery 

For the second year, the Brothers of the 
McTeer Camp joined Daughters from the 
Lucinda Heatherly Tent for Memorial 
Day services at Knoxville National Ceme-
tery. 
 
To the upper right is a picture looking 
upward at the Union Monument, the tall-
est monument to Union dead in the 
South.  To the right are words of dedica-
tion, “In Memoriam to Union Soldiers of 
Tennessee, October 15, 1896.”  The me-
morial was constructed with donations 
raised by the local chapters of the GAR. 
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To the left is Knoxville National 
Cemetery.  Volunteers had 
placed American flags at each 
gravesite. 
 
The 79th New York Highlander 
Re-enactors honored their 
fallen by the ladies laying pur-
ple thistle on each grave.  Then 
the firing team provided a sa-
lute followed by the playing of 
“Taps.”  A very moving cere-
mony. 
 
In the right hand corner is 
Mabry Fifes and Drums leader 
Calvin Chappelle and his son.  
Calvin gave a very good inter-
view to WBIR-TV about the 
day’s events. 
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What is Readmission Day? 

Tennessee was a very divided state during the Civil War.  It took two statewide referendums 
to eventually approve an Ordinance of Secession.  East Tennessee was very much loyal to the 
Union, which required the Confederacy to essentially devote an army “to keep them in line.”   
Tennessee became known as the “last state to secede and, then after the war, the first state to 
be readmitted.”  Almost as many Tennesseans volunteered service in the Union army as for 
the Confederacy.   
 
William “Parson” Brownlow of Knoxville played a key role in the early readmission of Ten-
nessee.  Readmission Day was 24 July 1866 when the United States Congress voted to for-
mally seat the delegation from Tennessee, thus concluding the steps necessary for its read-
mission to the Union.  2016 marks the sesquicentennial of this event and the reason for our 
Camp’s planned celebration in July. 
 
Brownlow was nominated for governor by a convention of Tennessee Unionists in January 
1865. He was the only nominee. This convention also submitted state constitutional amend-
ments outlawing slavery and repealing the Ordinance of Secession, thus making Tennessee 
the first of the Southern states to leave the Confederacy.  
 
Brownlow arrived in Nashville, a city which he despised, in early April 1865.  He was sworn 
in 5 April 1865, and submitted the 13th Amendment for ratification the following day.  He 
disenfranchised for at least five years anyone who had supported the Confederacy, and, in 
cases of Confederate leaders, fifteen years. He later strengthened this law to require prospec-
tive voters to prove they had supported the Union.  
 
After a few months in office, Brownlow decided President Andrew Johnson was too lenient 
toward former Confederate leaders, and aligned himself with the Radical Republicans.  By 
1866, Brownlow had come to believe that some Southerners were plotting another rebellion, 
and that Andrew Johnson would be its leader.  
 
Brownlow began calling for civil rights to be extended to freed slaves, stating that "a loyal 
Negro was more deserving than a disloyal white man." In May 1866, he submitted the 14th 
Amendment for ratification, which the Radicals in Congress supported, but Johnson and his 
allies opposed. The amendment passed by a 43-11 vote. In transmitting the news to Con-
gress, Brownlow taunted Johnson, stating, "My compliments to the dead dog in the White 
House."  
 
As a direct result of these actions, Tennessee became the first Confederate 
state to be readmitted to the Union on 24 July 1866.  
 

***** 
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Calendar of Important Events 
Camp Mess will continue to be the second Tuesday : 
 
We hold a monthly Camp Mess meeting on the second Tuesday of 
each month at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN, 
starting at 12:30 p.m.  Our June meeting will be on 14 June 2016 and 
our July meeting will be on 12 July 2016.  Please make every effort to 
attend. 
 
19 June 2016:  Second quarterly meeting of 2016!  We have 
planned a Father’s Day program on fathers and sons who served to-
gether during the Civil War!  Bring your sons!  Don’t miss out on 
what should be a great meeting! 
 
24 July 2016:  150th anniversary of the re-admission of Tennessee 
to the Union.  We will conduct headstone and memorial re-
dedications at Old Gray Cemetery including period music, re-
enactors, speakers, and military ceremony.  We will then proceed to 
the Union Monument  at Knoxville National Cemetery for a benedic-
tion in prayer and song. 
 
10—14 August 2016:  135th Encampment of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and its Allied Orders at Springfield, Illinois. 
 
20 August 2016:  East Tennessee History Fair presented by the 
East Tennessee Historical Society.  Krutch Park in downtown Knox-
ville truly comes alive with history! 
 
18 September 2016:  Third quarterly meeting of 2016! 
 
30 September—1 October 2016:  Central Region Association of 
the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic Annual Meeting.  
The first time that the Department of Tennessee has hosted.  Hotel 
arrangements have been made with the Comfort Inn in Franklin, TN.  
Meetings will be held at Fort Negley in Nashville.   
 
1 November 2016:  Veterans’ Day.  Participation in local event at 
Blount County Courthouse. 
 
11-13 November 2016:  Fort Dickerson Living History Days. 
 
20 November 2016:  Annual Encampment. 
 
10 December 2016:  Blount County Jaycees Christmas Parade. 
 
17 December 2016:  Wreaths Across America at Knoxville National 
Cemetery. 

Be sure to visit our Camp 
Web Site at  
 
www.mcteer39.org.   
 
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for new events or 
for changes in time or 
place! 

 
Reminder! 
 
Try to keep your weekends 
free as we will need volun-
teers to help us do headstone 
dedications and cleanings 
throughout the year.   
 

 
National Notes! 
 
The Abraham Lincoln Hilton 
Hotel is now accepting reser-
vations for the 2016  En-
campment in Springfield, IL.  
The direct number to the ho-
tel is 217-544-8800 and the 
National Reservation phone 
number is 866-788-1860.  
The rate is $106.00 not in-
cluding taxes.  

tel:217-544-8800
tel:866-788-1860
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


