
 

       

The  Major William A. 

McTeer Camp No. 39, 

SUVCW held its first quar-

terly meeting of 2015 in the 

Sharon Lawson Room of 

the Blount County Library 

in Maryville, TN.  We had 11 

brothers in attendance 

along with  5 guests, who by 

the way, would all be eligi-

ble to become members of a 

camp auxiliary if we can get 

one going this year. 

We initiated two new mem-

bers—Sam Wilson and Roy 

Gamble.  Both Sam and Roy 

are descended from Union 

soldiers who were on the Sul-

tana.  It was also good to see 

Max Renfro, Nicholas Knight, 

Lee Johnson and Scott Alley 

at the meeting.  We had sev-

eral other brothers who had 

wanted to attend but were 

prevented by either illness or 

work commitments.  We look 

forward to seeing them at the 

next Camp Mess at Calhoun’s 

and/or the next quarterly 

camp meeting. 

SVC Mike Downs pre-

sented a wonderful educa-

tional program as he skill-

fully went into character 

describing the many his-

torical events that his an-

cestor experienced during 

his service during the Civil 

War. 

We are in growth mode 

and need everyone’s help to 

get the word out about our 

camp and the fun that we 

are having. 

**** 

Camp Holds First Quarterly 
Meeting of 2015 

Calendar of    
Important Dates 

 April 14, 2015:  Monthly 
Camp Mess at Calhoun’s 
on the Creek, Maryville, 
TN at 12 Noon 

 April 18, 2015:  Thompson-
Brown House Reenact-
ment, 1-6 pm  

 April 30—May3, 2015:  Blue 
& Gray Reunion & Free-
dom Jubilee, Knoxville, TN 

 May 25, 2015:  Memorial 
Day. 

 June 22, 2015:  Camp Quar-
terly Meeting. 

 August 15, 2015:  ETHS His-
tory Fair, Krutch Park 

 August 20-23, 2015:  
SUVCW National Encamp-
ment, Richmond, VA 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Moutaineers 
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Inside this issue: 

Preserving the 

memory of the 

Grand Army of the 

Republic and our 

Ancestors who 

Fought to Preserve 

the Union 1861-

1865! 

Pictured from left to right:  Max Renfro, Nicholas Knight, Sam Wilson, Lee Johnson, Doug Fidler, 

Mike Downs,  Roy Gamble, David McReynolds, Steve Wallace, Scott Alley, and George Lane 
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14 April 2015—Next Camp Mess at Calhoun’s on the Creek in Maryville, TN starting at 12 

Noon.  Need to have as many members present as possible in order to continue our plan-

ning for upcoming events. 

18 April 2015—We will have our tent up on Saturday, April 18, for the Civil War Encamp-

ment at the Thompson Brown House which is across US 321 from Blount Memorial Hospi-

tal.  We will need brothers to man the tent from 1 pm to 6 pm and provide information 

about the SUVCW as well as relevant Blount County history.  Uniforms would be great but 

are never required.  JVC Steve Wallace’s brass group will play and at 4 pm there will be a 

reenactment of Lee’s surrender to Grant at Appomattox.  

Also on 1 May 2015 will be  the  Blue and Gray Dinner at the Convention Center in down-

town Knoxville, TN.  This event will begin at 6:30 PM.  This is a great opportunity to break 

out the uniform and display your medals proudly as the 2015 sesquicentennial event, the 

Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom Jubilee, kicks off into high gear. 

2 May 2015—On Saturday, our camp will man its tent for an all day Civil War Exposition 

in Krutch Park in downtown Knoxville, TN.  Events like this in this location have been fun 

for us in the past and it represents another opportunity for us to provide information and 

history about the Civil War and the SUVCW to interested attendees.  We will need as many 

brothers as possible to help man the tent in shifts. 

3 May 2015—On Sunday, our camp will present the re-dedication of the Sultana 

Monument at Mount Olive Cemetery on Old Knoxville Highway as we commemorate 

the 150th anniversary of the tragic sinking of the Sultana riverboat and the tremendous loss 

of life.  We need everyone to be a part of this event.  We will be performing the offi-

cial SUVCW ritual with a color guard, rifles and bugler from a local high school ROTC 

group.  Norman  Shaw will present an educational program. JVC Steve Wallace’s brass 

group will be playing.  We hope to have descendants from those who were on the Sultana 

on that fateful day attend the program.  The event starts at 2 p.m. and we will need help to 

set up earlier that day. 

25 May 2015—Memorial Day.   It is obligatory upon every Camp to participate in Me-

morial Day ceremonies, either with other patriotic organizations, or as Camps, in memory 

of the honored dead of our country.  Each member has a special obligation on and to Me-

morial Day. He shall use his influence in every possible manner for the proper and general 

observance of this day, that Memorial Day, instituted by the Grand Army of the Republic, 

shall ever be held sacred by the people of our country. 
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History 

professor 

Caroline E. 

Janney is 

scheduled 

to be a 

keynote 

speaker 

for the 

“Blue - 

Gray Reunion” Sesquicentennial Pro-

gram in Knoxville and I thought it 

would be appropriate to review her lat-

est book, Remembering the Civil War – 

Reunion and the Limits of Reconcilia-

tion while also commenting on one of 

her other works. 

In Dr. Janney’s writings, a strong dis-

tinction is drawn between reunion and 

reconciliation.  Reunion would be a fact 

because the southern states had failed to 

break up the Union by military force.   

After  four long years of military maneu-

vering and the loss of countless thou-

sands of lives, the country may have 

been once again united  BUT reconcilia-

tion was another matter.  For the North 

and South to respect each other and to 

be once again reconciled would be most 

difficult, time consuming and would 

involve a great deal of migration of indi-

viduals, north to south and south to 

north in order to create a homogeniza-

tion of the cultures.  Dr. Janney sees the 

Veterans taking center stage.  She 

strongly develops the point that the Civil 

War soldiers, on both sides, were far 

angrier and more bitter albeit ready to 

respect each other due to the bravery 

and steadfastness shown on the battle-

field as long as they didn’t get into the 

politics of the war. She stresses that for 

many soldiers there was lingering re-

sentments over war time atrocities, the 

issue of emancipation and Reconstruc-

tion that simply could not be forgotten.  

However the author does stress the role 

of the Spanish American War which 

created a veritable “love fest” between 

veterans whose common experiences in 

combat gave them a workable platform 

for reconciliation. 

The author also examines the role that 
two key women groups, the Women’s 
Relief Corps (WRC) and the Ladies Me-
morial Association (LMA), played in the 
overall failure of “reconciliation” during 
the post war years.  The strong attach-
ment that the LMA developed for the so 
called “Lost Cause” theory of the war 
was frequently responsible for the open 
hostility toward “Yankees” while the 
WRC acted as a counterpoint to the 
Southern point of view. 
 
 If you decide to read this very good 

book about the years after the Civil War, 

Message from the Camp Commander  

From the Book Rack—by Mike Downs 

 

As we continue to grow our 

camp, we will make mistakes 

and learn together to make it a 

fun and informative adventure.  

Please come to the next Camp 

Mess on April 14th to help us 

plan the next events. 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loy-

alty, 

David McReynolds, Camp 

Commander 

Brothers: 

We have now held three 

Camp Messes (lunches) and 

one quarterly meeting in 

2015.  Attendance is improv-

ing but we need to encourage 

all brothers who live in the 

US to be active and attend.  

The next month will defi-

nitely show what we are 

made of with so many im-

portant events on  the calen-

dar. 
David McReynolds, 

Camp Commander 

I would also like to suggest two oth-

ers.  David W. Blight’s work, Race and 

Reunion – The Civil War in American 

Memory (Harvard University Press, 

2001) which paved the way for Janney 

to build on for her study and finally 

Gateway to the Confederacy – New 

Perspectives of the Chickamauga and 

Chattanooga Campaigns, 1862 -1863, 

edited by Evan C Jones and Wiley 

Sword (Louisiana State University 

Press, 2014) that includes a chapter 

written by Dr. Janney on the develop-

ment of the Chickamauga and Chatta-

nooga National Military Parks. 

 Professor Janney is a graduate of the 

University of Virginia and currently a 

history professor at the other Indiana 

University (for those of you who 

aren’t Hoosiers I am referring to Pur-

due).   Remembering the Civil War – 

Reunion and the Limits of Reconcilia-

tion is published by the University of 

North Carolina Press, is 311 pages 

long, contains 75 pages of footnotes 

and an excellent bibliography includ-

ing web pages and a good index. The 

book is available from Amazon for 

$35.00.  For fellow SUVCW brothers,  

any of the above mentioned three 

books may be borrowed, on a short 

term basis, from me.  

 

The events are listed on page 

2 of this newsletter.  All of the 

events are important but 

probably most important is 

the re-dedication of the Sul-

tana Monument on May 3rd.  

Our camp is presenting this 

event as a part of the State 

Signature Sesquicentennial 

Event—the Blue & Gray Re-

union & Jubilee.  We need 

everyone to  help out and 

participate.  
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Pictures from our March Quarterly Meeting 

One thing’s for 

sure: you can’t say 

we don’t try to have 

some fun at our 

meetings.  Above is 

PCC George Lane 

dressed as Major 

Wm. A McTeer 

with sword drawn.  

To the left is PCC 

George Lane with 

current CC David 

McReynolds. 

Above is Department Commander Mike 

Downs as his ancestor, Corporal William 

Downs of the 73rd Indiana, sharing a lot  of 

history with us in his educational program. 

Above is Chaplain Scot Alley during the Initiation Ceremony for 

our new members:  Sam Wilson and Roy Gamble.  To the right 

proudly stand our new members by our beloved flag. 
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The Sultana Tragedy 
On April 27, 1865, the steamboat Sultana, some seven miles north of Memphis, Tennessee, carrying 2,300 just-

released Union prisoners of war, plus crew and civilian passengers, exploded and sank. Some 1,700 people 

died.  It was the worst maritime disaster in U.S. history, more costly than even the April 14, 1912 sinking of the 

Titanic, when 1,517 people were lost. But because the Sultana went down when it did, the disaster was not well 

covered in the newspapers or magazines, and was soon forgotten. It is scarcely remembered today.   

April 1865 was a busy month; On April 9, at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia, General Robert E. Lee surren-

dered. Five days later President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. On April 26 his assassin, John Wilkes 

Booth, was caught and killed. That same day General Joseph Johnson surrendered the last large Confederate 

army. Shortly thereafter Union troops captured Confederate President Jefferson Davis. The Civil War was over. 

Northern newspapers rejoiced. 

News of a terrible steamboat tragedy was relegated to the newspaper's back pages. In a nation desensitized to 

death, 1,700 more did not seem such an enormous tragedy that it does today.  The accident happened at 2 a.m., 

when three of the steamship's four boilers exploded. The reason the death toll was almost exactly equal to the 

number of Union troops killed at the battle of Shiloh (1,758) was gross government incompetence. The Sultana 

was legally registered to carry 376 people. She had six times more than that on board, due to the bribery of 

army officers and the extreme desire of the former POWs to get home.   



 

Editor: 
David McReynolds 
4323 Near Shore Dr. 
Louisville, TN 37777 

SUVCW—MAJ. 
WM. A. MCTEER 
CAMP NO. 39 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary 

membership is available to a male descen-

dant of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or 

member of the Revenue Cutter Service be-

tween 12 April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You 

may either be a direct descendent or de-

scended from a brother or sister of the per-

son who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men 

who do not have the ancestry to qualify for 

hereditary membership. 

 One option is go to the national website 

(www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” 

tab and follow the directions to access and 

submit an application.  Be sure to include 

your interest in our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 

Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can go directly to our webpage at the 

following address:  http://suvcw-dept-tn.org/

camps/maj-wm-a-mcteer-camp-no-39/.     Here 

you will find a form to fill out with basic contact 

information.  Someone with our camp will get 

back to you promptly. 

 Or, you can message us on Facebook or just  ex-

press your interest to any current SUVCW 

member.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Once you have submitted your application with 

an interest in our camp, you will be contacted 

by our Camp Secretary, Doug Fidler. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.  You may also 
access our camp website from 
our Facebook page. 
 

We are on the 

Web!!! 

To: 


