
 

On Sunday, May 3, 2015, 
the William A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39, Depart-
ment of Tennessee, Sons 
of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War had the distinct 
honor to present the re-
dedication of the Sultana 
memorial at the Mount 
Olive Cemetery in Knox-
ville, TN.   
 
The planning for this 
event started in 2014 with 
past Camp Commander 
George Lane making the 
commitment for the 
camp to participate in the 
Blue & Gray Reunion & 
Freedom Jubilee. And it 
has continued with cur-
rent Camp Commander 
David McReynolds devel-
oping the project into a 
heartfelt memorial based 
on the traditions of the 
Grand Army of the Re-
public for the many 
“forgotten” tragic deaths 
that occurred when the 
Sultana steamboat sank 
on April 27, 1865. 
 
The Tennessee Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Com-
mission designated the 
combined events of 
“Reconstruction Tennes-

see” and the "Blue & Gray 
Reunion & Freedom Ju-
bilee”  as the state’s sig-
nature sesquicentennial 
event for 2015.  These 
events were held in Knox-
ville, TN from April 30, 
2015 through May 3, 
2015.  The Knox County 
Sesquicentennial Com-
mission with the East 
Tennessee Historical So-
ciety in cooperation with 
many other community 
service organizations led 
the way in planning what 
was a truly outstanding 
event steeped in history, 
re-enactment, celebration 
and remembrance. 
 
On day one, keynote 
speaker Dr. Caroline E. 
Janney, Professor of His-
tory at Purdue University, 
provided tremendous 
insight into the period of 
reconstruction by bring-
ing to light the stark dif-
ferences between reunion 
and reconciliation.  Her 
presentation shed a per-
spective on a time in his-
tory that truly shaped our 
state and nation into the 
20th century. 
 

On day two, the official 
sesquicentennial com-
memoration took place at 
the Knoxville Convention 
Center with a ceremony 
including a host of speak-
ers that included the 
Honorable Bill Haslam, 
Governor of Tennessee.   
 
Following this event were 
more educational pro-
grams by Civil War ex-
perts discussing 
“Reconstruction Tennes-
see”.  That night, the Blue 
& Gray Reunion & Free-
dom Jubilee officially 
started with the Blue & 
Gray Reunion Dinner, 
also at the Convention 
Center.  Ron Maxwell, 
director of the films Get-
tysburg and Gods and 
Generals, was the special 
guest speaker. 
 
On day three, there was a 
Civil War Exposition in 
Krutch Park in downtown 
Knoxville that featured a 
wide variety of events 
reminiscent of those held 
in previous reunions held 
in 1890 and 1895 in 
Knoxville.  Among these 
events were living his-
tory, special remem-

We did it!! The Sultana Re-
dedication an absolute success!! 
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VA 
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-brances, music, movies, and even bus tours leaving to view various muse-
ums, forts, historic homes, and cemeteries of Civil War significance in the 

Knoxville area.  There was even a vintage baseball game played in World’s Fair Park that was played in accordance with 
1860s rules.  The evening ended with a “Peace Jubilee” and a candle light ceremony in memory of ancestors, concluding 
with a fireworks finale. 
 
On day four, the First Presbyterian Church – the oldest church in Knoxville – presented a “Service of Remembrance, Re-
union, and Reconciliation for a Nation Divided”.  And as the concluding event of the Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom 
Jubilee, the McTeer Camp of the SUVCW presented the re-dedication of the Sultana Memorial at the Mount Olive Ceme-
tery. 
 
To put things into historical perspective, one needs to understand how Knoxville was the center of a divided State that 
had first voted to stay in the union but favored secession in a second vote taken after the start of hostilities.  Knoxville 
and East Tennessee was heavily Unionist and were the sites of many tragic events between neighbors who had chosen 
different sides.  Furthermore, Knoxville and East Tennessee were the epicenter of political influence and confrontation.  
East Tennessean and Vice President Andrew Johnson, a former slaveholder, became President upon the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln.  Johnson found himself in the difficult position of trying to reconcile a nation that had been so divided 
on so many terms.  Knoxvillian Parson William Brownlow, a fiery and unforgiving Unionist, was elected governor and 
was known to show little mercy to any Confederate sympathizer, even those who had become Unionists by the 1864 
presidential election.  Because of the pivotal role that Knoxville and East Tennessee played at the end of the Civil War, it 
was chosen to host the state’s signature sesquicentennial event for 2015. 
 
Knoxville hosted a Blue and Gray Reunion in 1890 and again in 1895.  These two reunions brought together Union and 
Confederate veterans of the 1863 Battle of Fort Sanders to shake hands and celebrate with both former comrades and 
former foes.  The 2015 event tried to re-create the spirit of these two successful reunions that did celebrate the fact that 
soldiers on both sides remained Americans. 
 
Forgotten in these post-Reconstruction reunions was the tremendous contribution of colored troops.  In 1864, the 1st 
United States Colored Heavy Artillery regiment was formed in Knoxville.  In 2015, the Blue & Gray Reunion recognized 
these veterans throughout the celebration by including descendents of the regiment and re-enactors portraying the regi-
ment at various events around town, including the color guard presentations at the Friday night dinner and the Saturday 
exposition in the park. 
 
The sinking of the Sultana has been largely forgotten, especially since it ranks as the worst maritime disaster in United 
States military history with some 1,800 casualties.  Most of the “passengers” on the steamboat were Union soldiers who 
had recently been released from Andersonville and other Confederate prisons.  Many were sick and malnourished and 
had been marched to the Mississippi River boat landing from which the Sultana departed with hopes of returning home 
and reuniting with loved ones.  There were no celebrities among the 2,400 passengers on board the boat that was built 
for only 376.  But at $5 per head, the Captain wanted to “efficiently” load his vessel with as many “paying customers” as 
possible.  The overcrowding led to the explosion of the ship’s four boilers that had been known to be defective and in 
need of repair. 
 
There were 463 Tennesseans aboard the Sultana with most being members of the 3rd Tennessee Volunteer Cavalry that 
had been formed in Knoxville.  Others were from units based in nearby counties.  A Knoxvillian who survived the disaster 
was James M. Johnson.  In his obituary that was published October 30, 1909 in the Knoxville Sentinel it remembers: 
“He was one of the fortunate ones who escaped from the ill-fated Sultana, which was blown up at Cat Island near Mem-
phis, on the Mississippi River on April 27, 1865.  ‘Uncle Jim’ secured one of the floating pieces of timber from the 
wrecked boat and after floating around for nearly three days, was picked up by one of the rescue boats.” 
 
The survivors of the Sultana tragedy met in Knoxville in April of each year until only one veteran showed up in 1930.  On 
July 4, 1916, survivors dedicated an impressive monument made of pink Tennessee marble at the Mount Olive Baptist 
Church Cemetery.  But over time, despite the existence of excellent books and magazine articles written about the Sul-
tana, the tragedy lost its proper place in Civil War history. 
 
In 1987, Knoxville attorney Norman Shaw, not a Sultana descendant, started the Association of Sultana Descendants and 
Friends who have a newsletter entitled “Sultana Remembered” as well as a website and Facebook page.  The group has 
met annually in Knoxville and other relevant cities since its formation. 
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All of this leads to the decision by the McTeer Camp No. 39 of the Sons of 

Union Veterans to present and sponsor a re-dedication of the monument 
with the dignity and ceremony it deserved, along with finding as many descendents of those who were on the Sultana as 
possible to be in attendance.  There were more than 150 in attendance at the event with about 120 signing the Guest 
Register of which 43 indicated that they were a descendant of a Union soldier on the Sultana that fateful day. 
 
The event was fortunate to benefit from good weather – it was sunny and quite warm for early May.  The crowd gath-
ered mostly in the shade of the cemetery.  The Craggy Top Brass, which includes Camp JVC Steve Wallace, started the 
event with a prelude of period music. 
 
Mike Downs, Commander of the Department of Tennessee, greeted the guests and then initiated four new members into 
our camp, including two new junior members:  Cub Scout Garrett Chapman and Paddy Fitzsimons, who joined the event 
via Skype from Belfast, Northern Ireland.  We believe that this may be the first cross-Atlantic initiation to have taken 
place. The other new members initiated were Joseph McReynolds and Patrick Chapman. 
 
Norman Shaw then gave a very informative presentation that set the historical perspective for the event as well as the 
history of the survivors and the descendants of those who were on the Sultana. 
 
After the educational presentation, Camp Commander David McReynolds led a Memorial Re-dedication ceremony 
adapted from that of the Grand Army of the Republic that included the wonderful Color Guard and Firing Team of the 
William Blount High School Air Force Junior ROTC program led by senior instructor Colonel Carmella Lawson, USAF 
(ret.).  The Craggy Top Brass beautifully performed the “Star Spangled Banner” and one trumpet played “Taps” after the 
21-gun salute by the Firing Team.   Past Camp Commander George Lane recited a prayer of re-dedication and William 
“Dewey” Beard presented a benediction in song with a medley of “Tenting Tonight” and “Battle Cry of Freedom”. 
 
Afterwards, as the Craggy Top Brass performed a postlude, we gathered as many attendees as we could for a “group 
photo” reminiscent of the one taken in 1916 when the monument was originally dedicated. 
 
We were inspired by the many stories told by the Sultana descendants of what their ancestors had suffered during the 
disaster.  Many were there only by the grace of God who allowed their ancestor to survive the tragedy and return home.  
Others were descended from those who lost their life but who had children and families still living at home.  All of us in 
the McTeer Camp were deeply grateful to have been part of this event and it will be one that we  will long remember. 
 
The event received excellent coverage by the news media with articles in the local papers and on various websites and 
Facebook pages describing the event, its time and location and inviting attendees.    Afterwards, there was an excellent 
news feature about the event broadcast on the evening newscasts of local channel six, WATE-TV.  The Maryville Daily 
Times also published a great article in both its printed and online editions.  Before the event, the Knoxville Mercury 
published a wonderful lead story about the Sultana tragedy including eye-grabbing front page graphics. 
 

***** 
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To the left is a picture of 
Max Kreis, who we met at 
the Civil War Exposition 
in Krutch Park on Satur-
day, May 2nd.  Max is the 
great–great grandson of 
Harmon Kreis, who owned 
Gray Eagle Marble, the 
company that donated the 
beautiful pink Tennessee 
marble that became the 
Sultana monument in 
Mount Olive Cemetery. 
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25 May 2015 is Memorial Day    
Mark your calendar - 

========> 
The headstone of Major William A. McTeer, the 
namesake of our camp,  at Magnolia Cemetery 
in Maryville, TN 
 

The Sultana Documentary 
 
In 2015 a new documentary, “Remember the 
Sultana” was produced by River Rock Entertain-
ment and narrated by actor Sean Astin. 
 
“The Sultana Documentary” Facebook page, 
when sharing the Sultana Descendants’ Associa-
tion notice of our re-dedication event, made the 
following post:   
 
“Major McTeer was the regimental adjutant of 
the 3rd Tennessee Cavalry.  His beautiful quote 
memorializing those on the Sultana closes our 
documentary.    
 
‘There in the bosom of the Mississippi they 
found their last resting place.  No stone or 
monument marks the spot where their ashes lie.  
There is no tablet marked with their name, or 
even ‘unknown’ for them.  There is not even a 
hillock to which friends and survivors can go 
and drop a tear of remembrance of these noble 
defenders of our Union.  Flowers are strewn 
over the graves in cemeteries of our dead, but 
there are no flowers for the dead of the people 
who went down on the Sultana.  But let us re-
member them.’    
 
Quote from “Disaster on the Mississippi: The 
Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865” by Gene Eric 
Salecker.   Our thoughts are with the group in 
Knoxville this coming Sunday as they re-
dedicate this wonderful Sultana memorial.” 
 

Please visit their new website at 
www.rememberthesultana.com.  On that 
site you can view the entire cast and crew 
that made this documentary possible.  Also 
you can watch excerpts and they are fantas-
tic!  It is now looking for a broadcast outlet.  
It would be perfect for PBS.  Support them 
in their continuing efforts to preserve the 
memory of those who died and who sur-
vived the Sultana tragedy. 
 

***** 
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After complet-

ing Homeward 

Bound – The 

Demobiliza-

tion of the Un-

ion and Con-

federate Ar-

mies, 1865 - 

1866 by Wil-

liam B. Hol-

berton I de-

cided to in-

clude a second 

book Marching Home – Union Veter-

ans and Their Unending Civil War by 

Brian M. Jor-

dan into a sin-

gle review 

since the two 

have such a 

similar theme. 

Both authors 

examine how 

the returning 

Civil War vol-

unteer veter-

ans were re-

leased from 

active duty and how they were re-

ceived back home. William Holberton 

a veteran of World War II and a re-

tired priest, was inspired by his own 

post-war experiences and his personal 

interest in the Civil War soldier 

moved him to examine the process 

that led to their discharge.  What he 

found was a complex plan for demobi-

lizing the various armies and numer-

ous first hand accounts of what hap-

pened to individual soldiers.  The ac-

tual numbers stagger the imagination, 

in April of 1865 there was an esti-

mated 1,030,000 Union Volunteer 

soldiers in the United States Army but 

by November 1, 1866 the number had 

shrunk to a mere 11,034 Volunteers 

and by October of 1867 the number 

was only 203. (Remember these num-

bers reflect only the Volunteer Army 

and not the Regular Army.) Chapters 

that examine the final pay for the sol-

diers, their “mustering out” proce-

dure, the use of “rendezvous points” 

near the soldier’s enlistment site and 

their use of boats, trains, animals and 

walking to finally get home are all 

very interesting. The author’s over-

view of the Confederate discharge is 

also looked at.  For the Southern sol-

dier it was necessary for them to sign 

a parole form and/or take the oath of 

allegiance to the United States, this 

would give them access to the U. S. 

military railroads and naval ships for 

their return journey home.  However 

many found the railroad system in the 

South to be almost totally destroyed 

and thus had to resort to walking in 

small groups, primarily for protection 

from marauding bands of “guerrillas,” 

to their final destinations.  One fact 

however left me puzzled, of the esti-

mated 1,000,000 Southern soldiers 

still in the field the numbers indicate 

there were only 174,000 rebs that ac-

tually surrendered.  This poses a ques-

tion that is not answered, what hap-

pened to the rest???  Had they de-

serted earlier and were already home 

or what?  Also discussed was the in-

stances when Confederate soldiers 

fled to other countries but the author 

did note that a large number returned 

to the country they had fought to de-

stroy and enjoyed their later years of 

life living in the United States. 

Dr. Brian Matthew Jordan’s 

book is one of the most interesting 

studies about the Union soldiers after 

the war that I have ever read.  The 

author looks at the returning soldiers 

overall and decides that many of them 

did not readjust very well and that all 

too often the society and the govern-

ment ignored their needs feeling 

that the expense to do so was too 

great. Also examined in detail is 

how the pension plan for the Civil 

War soldiers developed and how the 

“Soldiers Home” system came into 

being out of a necessity for housing.  

Jordan additionally feels that the 

amount of reconciliation on the part 

of the Union soldiers, is to a great 

extent, over stated with a large 

number of vets viewing their strug-

gle as an incomplete mission espe-

cially as the failure of Reconstruc-

tion in the South became apparent.  

He uses the D. W. Griffith’s movie 

The Birth of a Nation to illustrate 

how the Grand Army of the Repub-

lic strongly opposed the racial 

prejudice expressed in the film 

along with its depiction of United 

States soldiers as a mere gang of 

rapist thugs, to be totally off base. 

Both of these books are well 

worth the read and being a Vietnam 

era veteran I found comparing my 

own personal experiences upon re-

turning home to be quite insightful. 

Homeward Bound by William B. 

Holberton is published by Stackpole 

Books of Mechanicsburg, Pennsyl-

vania in 2001, it is only 154 pages in 

length with an additional 22 page of 

end notes located at the back of the 

Book.  Brian Matthew Jordan’s 

Marching Home is distributed by 

Liveright Publishing Corporation of 

New York in 2014 and is also rela-

tively short with only 210 pages but 

with another 94 pages in end notes 

located at the back of the book.  

Booth studies have very good bibli-

ographies and reasonably accurate 

indexes. 

***** 
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The dedication of the Sultana  
monument on July 4, 1916 

Photograph of the dedication of the USS Sultana monument in Knoxville’s Mount Olive 
Baptist Church burial ground at the 3rd U. S. Cavalry reunion, July 4, 1916 . (Photo cour-
tesy of Norman Shaw.)  
  
“Dozens assembled there, . . .old men in then-unstylish beards and hats, but also with 
children, perhaps grandchildren or even great-grandchildren, with flags flying, to unveil 
their monument, Knoxville’s last new monument to be witnessed by actual Civil War vet-
erans—just as their nation tried to stay out of another war.” (From Jack Neely’s article in 
the April 30, 2015 edition of  the Knoxville Mercury.) 
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The re-dedication of the Sultana 
monument on May 3, 2015 

To the left is George 
Lane, PCC reciting a 
prayer of re-dedication 
during the ceremony on 
Sunday. 
 

===== 
 
To the right is Camp 
Commander David 
McReynolds rendering a 
salute as the trumpeter 
plays Taps. 

More than 150 turned out for the re-dedication of the Sultana monument and memorial with at least 43 descendants 
of those who were on the Sultana among them.  We had grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-great grandchil-
dren, great nephews and nieces and many cousins.  Each one had a unique and interesting story to tell.  We were 
proud to be able to provide a proper remembrance as the concluding event of the Blue & Gray Reunion &Freedom 
Jubilee. 
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The Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom Jubilee was the Tennessee Civil War Sesquicentennial 
Signature Event for 2015.  The McTeer Camp was honored to present the Sultana monument 
re-dedication, the concluding event of the four day celebration. 

We had great press both before and after our event to re-dedicate the Sultana 
monument.  Above is the front cover of the April 30, 2015 edition of the Knoxville 
Mercury highlighting the cover story about the Sultana tragedy and the memorial 
that has been in Knoxville for almost 100 years. 
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The Blue & Gray Reunion Dinner 
May 1, 2015 

From left to right:  McTeer JVC Steve Wallace, Tennessee DC 
Mike Downs, his guest Indiana DC Bill Adams, and McTeer CC 
David McReynolds. 

PCC George 
Lane shows 
up every-
where! 

The table cen-
terpieces fea-
tured both 
Union and 
Confederate 
flags in keep-
ing with the 
theme of the 
event—the 
Blue & Gray 
Reunion Din-
ner. 

It is not often that you have 
the privilege to meet and 
talk to a “real son” of a Un-
ion veteran.  But that’s ex-
actly what 91-year old John 
Oliver is—a real son of Civil 
War Union veteran.  John 
W. Oliver  served as a Pri-
vate in the 4th Tennessee 
Infantry Regiment, USA.  
John Oliver was given a 
special award and recogni-
tion by the East Tennessee 
Historical Society at the 
dinner.  I only wish that I 
had had more time to  lis-
ten to his stories. 
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The Civil War Exposition 
May 2, 2015 

Brothers Mike Downs, Lee Johnson and George 
Lane at our SUVCW table in Krutch Park. 

To the left is CC David 
McReynolds who 
dressed down for the 
day wearing the official 
t-shirt of the Blue & 
Gray Reunion & Free-
dom Jubilee.  Our table 
was next door to an area 
where some really good 
musical presentations 
were given such as the 
choir pictured to the 
right.  All of the per-
formances featured pe-
riod music. 

To the left are pamphlets 
promoting the re-
dedication of the Sultana 
memorial.  We were out 
seeking attendees right 
up to the last minute.  
Met some interesting 
people who talked a lot 
about their Union and 
Confederate ancestors.  
To the right are two la-
dies in period costume 
taking advantage of the 
modern convenience of 
the cell phone. 
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Initiation of Four New Members 
at Sultana Re-dedication 

We were very proud to initi-
ate four new members into 
our camp on Sunday, May 
3rd.  Two new junior mem-
bers:  cub scout Garrett Chap-
man and Paddy Fitzsimons, 
who joined the ceremony 
from Belfast, Northern Ire-
land.  Regular members initi-
ated were Joseph 
McReynolds (in the blue 
shirt) and Patrick Chapman. 

Via Skype all the way 
across the Atlantic from 
his living room in Bel-
fast, Northern Ireland! 
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The esthetic beauty of the  
Sultana monument stone 

“They hauled a large, oblong block of pink marble, donated by Dale Avenue marble producer Gray Eagle. It was hand-carved with 

almost 400 names of the Tennesseans aboard the Sultana, whether they survived that April or not. Among the names are those of 

familiar Knoxville-area families: Huffaker, DeArmond, Cowan, Atchley, Maples.  That list is an impressive feat of carving in itself. 

But what you notice is an idealistic view of the Sultana in bas-relief, under full steam, its smokestacks smoking, but unexploded. 

No crowds jam its decks, as they do in the only known photograph of that voyage. But a giant U.S. flag, out of scale with any real 

flag behind an ordinary steamboat, floats off the stern.  Rarely mentioned is the sculptor who carved the bas-relief, but it was ob-

viously a pro. One likely suspect is a young Italian named Albert Milani (1892-1977), who had arrived in town around 1911, in time 

to help decorate the facade of the 1912 Holston Building on Gay Street. Knoxville’s busiest stone carver for most of the 20th cen-

tury, Milani often worked with pink marble, later carving the eagles on the post-office building on Main Street, and the famous 

Kreis Indy race-car monument in Asbury Cemetery.” (From Jack Neely’s article in the April 30, 2015 edition of the Knoxville 

Mercury.) 
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Many Sultana Descendants 
Were In Attendance 

There was a steady flow of guests signing our Guest Register, 
telling stories of their ancestors, and learning more about the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  Our brothers who 
helped man the tent loved their experience. 

Norman Shaw, who founded the “new” Sultana Descen-
dants’ Association in 1987, gave a very information edu-
cational program that helped set the historical perspec-
tive and how the story of the Sultana tragedy seems to 
have been lost. 

We had at least 43 Sultana descendants in attendance 
at the re-dedication who signed our Guest Register.  
Most took time to go to the monument either before or 
after the re-dedication to search out the name of their 
ancestor carved into the stone.  About 400 names are 
on the stone with more being added as other Tennesse-
ans on the Sultana are identified. 
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The closing of the Sultana re-
dedication ceremony 

The above photo was taken as William “Dewey” 
Beard delivered the closing benediction in song.  It 
shows the beauty of the Mount Olive Cemetery as 
well as the perspective of the attendees who wisely 
chose to gather in the shade of the many trees.  
Since 1916, the cemetery has grown.  The monu-
ment is atop a hill with beautifully maintained 
shrubs surrounding it.  It is also the center point of 
the cemetery with all roads leading to and from the 
cemetery grounds passing by the memorial. 
 
To the left is a picture of Ray Hodges, grandson of 
a Sultana survivor, intently watching the memorial 
program.  We had more than 150 in attendance 
with at least 43 actual Sultana descendants among 
them. 
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Other memories from the  
Sultana re-dedication 

Our event even drew the President and First Lady, 
Abraham and Mary Lincoln.  (Tom and Sue 
Wright.) 
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From left to right:  Col. Carmella Lawson, USAF (ret.), Firing Team Commander Rebecca Bailey, the Color Guard:  
Shannon Martin, Thomas McKay, Casey Lawson, Devon Willis, and the Firing Team:  Austin LeQuire, Garrett Smith, 
Cody Tapner, Annie Brown, Kourtney Drake, Jesus Sanchez, Bradley Martin. 

William “Dewey” Beard.  His benediction in 
song that included a medley of “Tenting To-
night” and the “Battle Cry of Freedom” left a 
lasting impression on everyone. 

The “Craggy Top Brass” gave an excellent performance as usual.  
We are so grateful that they donate their time and play at many 
of our events.  The period music really set the tone for the entire 
day. 

The William Blount High School Air Force Junior 
ROTC Color Guard and Firing Team—We thank you!! 
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Junior ROTC Award Presented to  Cadet Garrett Smith 

Camp Commander David 
McReynolds proudly pre-
sents to Cadet Garret 
Smith the SUVCW Junior 
ROTC Award at the Wil-
liam Blount High School 
Air Force Junior ROTC 
Dining-In Banquet held 
Thursday, April 30, 2015.  
The criteria of the award is 
a deserving cadet who 
“shows a high degree of 
patriotism to his/her Na-
tion and has demon-
strated a high degree of 
academic performance 
and leadership.”  Cadet 
Smith  is a true patriot 
who makes top grades and 
is showing his leadership 
potential. 

The Missing Man Table is a place of honor in memory of 
fallen, missing, or imprisoned military service-members.  
The table is set for one, symbolizing the frailty of one iso-
lated prisoner. The table is round to represent everlasting 
concern on the part of the survivors for their missing 
loved ones.  The tablecloth is white, symbolic of the purity 
of their intentions to respond to their country’s call to 
arms. The single red rose in the vase signifies the blood 
that many have shed in sacrifice to ensure the freedom of 
our beloved United States of America. The ribbon on the 
vase represents the ribbons worn on the lapels of those 
who demand a proper accounting of our comrades who 
are not among us. The slice of lemon on the bread plate 
represents the bitter fate of the missing.  The salt sprin-
kled on the bread plate is symbolic of the countless fallen 
tears of families as they wait. The inverted glass repre-
sents the fact that the missing and fallen cannot partake.  
The lit candle is reminiscent of the light of hope which 
lives in our hearts to illuminate their way home. The 
empty chair is symbolic of the missing and fallen who are 
not present. 

To the right is 
Camp Secretary 
Doug Fidler and 
Cindy McReynolds, 
wife of CC David 
McReynolds, who 
also attended the 
banquet. 

To the left is Col. 
Carmella Law-
son, USAF (ret.) 
who leads the Air 
Force Junior 
ROTC at William 
Blount High 
School. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missing_in_action
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war
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MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Once you have submitted your application with an interest in our camp, you will be contacted 
by our Camp Secretary, Doug Fidler. 

 

***** 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.  You may also 
access our camp website from 
our Facebook page. 
 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


