
 

On the evening of 2 
May 2017, the Major 
William A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39 of the 
Sons of Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War 
was extremely hon-
ored to receive an 
“Award of Distinc-

tion” from the East 
Tennessee Historical 
Society at its annual 
meeting.  Members 
attending were David 
McReynolds, Richard 
Holmes, George Lane 
and Charles Ogle (not 
pictured above). 

The award was pre-
sented to the Camp 
for the event 
“Readmission Day 
2016”, which cele-
brated the sesqui-
centennial of the re-
admission of Ten-
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 
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nessee into the Union following the Civil War, on 24 July 1866.  The event featured re-enactors, 
both military and civilian in period dress, music by a brass quintet who played period music, 
speeches in the style of two primary political leaders of the times—President Andrew Johnson 
(portrayed by Camp member Tim Massey) and Tennessee Governor William G. “Parson” Brown-
low.  The event also included a celebration of the sesquicentennial year of the founding of the Grand 
Army of the Republic.  The event took place in the sweltering heat of a very hot Tennessee July af-
ternoon but still attracted a significant crowd of onlookers interested in history.  Almost 200 partic-
ipants and spectators took part. 
 
Also, for the second year in a row, a Member of our Camp was honored with an award by the Socie-
ty.  This year, Richard W. Holmes, Senior Vice Commander and Graves Registration Officer, re-
ceived a “Community History Award” for his hard work to not only find Union graves but also 
clean, reset and/or replace headstones.  He has heavily involved his family, his co-workers, the 
community and local schools in completing the work.  And, he makes sure each grave is properly 
registered in the SUVCW Graves Registration Database.  Over the past year, he has found and regis-
tered some 83 graves. 
 

 
 

 

Above is Richard Homes, Camp SVC and GRO, holding his “Community 
History Award” at the Annual Meeting and Banquet of the East Tennessee 
Historical Society. 
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Above is the Camp’s display table where we 
showed items describing what we do which 
was available during Social Hour at the event.  
To the left is the Camp’s “Award of Distinc-
tion.”  And below is the heading on the note-
book of Camp memories from the event upon 
which the Camp was honored. 
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To the left is the ar-
ticle published in 
The Civil War 
News,  © 2016 Civil 
War News. 
 
We had a great 
event with lots of 
publicity including 
TV, newspapers and 
journals.   
 
To the right is a col-
lage of pictures to 
try to capture the 
spirit of the event 
and the tremendous 
community support 
that we received. 
 
It was recognized by 
our community not 
only as a Civil War 
sesquicentennial 
event but also as 
part of the 225th 
anniversary celebra-
tion of the city of 
Knoxville. 
 
There will be many 
fond memories from 
this event that will 
last for many, many 
years to come. 

The Camp received a 2017 “Award of Distinction” from the East Tennessee Historical Society 
for the event “Readmission Day 2016.”  It marked the second year in a row that the Camp re-
ceived an award for a special event.  Last year, the award was made to honor the Camp’s lead-
ership in presenting the concluding event to Tennessee’s Sesquicentennial Signature Event, the 
Blue and Gray Reunion and Freedom Jubilee, the rededication of the Sultana Memorial. 
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Camp Presents Memorial Service to Commemorate 
the Anniversary of the Sultana Disaster 

 
On a warm afternoon, the Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 presented a memorial ser-
vice at the first monument to have been erected in honor of those who died on 27 April 1865 
when the Sultana, an extremely overcrowded steamboat, blew up on the Mississippi River, car-
rying primarily Union soldiers who have been released from southern prisons at the end of the 
war.  This disaster remains the greatest maritime disaster in the history of the United States 
and is one of the worst maritime histories anywhere.  It also is one of those tragedies that does 
not receive the attention it deserves. 
 
This is the third year in a row our Camp has honored the dead from this tragedy including 
nearly 400 Tennesseans, many from our part of the State.  We also honor the survivors and the 
descendants of both those who died and survived.  Two members of our Camp, Brothers Sam 
Wilson and Roy Gamble, are direct descendants of Union soldiers who were on the Sultana.  
William “Dewey” Beard, who played “Taps” for us during the service, has five ancestor names 
on the monument. 
 
Camp Signals Officer and Historian David McReynolds led the service with Camp Chaplain and 
Brother A. B. McTeer (collateral descendent of Camp namesake Will McTeer) participating. 
The service was conducted in the tradition of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
 
The William Blount High School Air Force Junior ROTC program provided a wonderful Color 
Guard and Firing Team to support our service and to show respect at the appropriate moment 
during the program. 
 
While our event was much smaller this year, it was just as meaningful as the last two that drew 
crowds approaching 200 spectators. 
 
Recent research is suggesting that the death toll on the Sultana might be closer to 1200 than 
the 1800 previously used.  Either number of deaths ranks it the worst in US history.  And both 
are greater than the number of lives lost on the Titanic. 
 
It gets lost in history because of what was happening at the same time in history.  The Civil War 
was ending.  The assassination of Abraham Lincoln  and the tracking down and capture of his 
assassins.  And other events associated with war’s end. 
 
Because of the number of lives lost of East Tennesseans including members of the 3rd Tennes-
see Cavalry, the unit of our Camp namesake Will McTeer, we intend to not let the memory of 
this event continue to be lost to the back pages. 
 
And, we have made the commitment to have a service at this memorial in the cemetery at 
Mount Olive Baptist Church every year. 
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Next Up—Memorial Day 
 
 
 

The Holiday—29 May 2017 
 

Knoxville National Cemetery 
 

11 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will perform a program with the Daughters of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War.  Our program 
will include ritual from both the SUVCW and the 
DUVCW as well as some history about the Knox-

ville National Cemetery and the Union Monument 
(pictured above).  This monument is the tallest 

Union monument in any State that seceded from 
the Union and reflects the divided loyalties of the 

Knoxville community. 
 

See you there! 
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The Traditional Day—30 May 2017 

 

Magnolia Cemetery, Maryville, TN 

 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The picture above is from our ceremony in 2015.  

We will do a similar service this year in accord-

ance with GAR and SUVCW ritual and tradition to 

honor Major William A. McTeer and all veterans 

who sacrificed their lives in the name of preserv-

ing the Union in all wars. 

 

See you there! 
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Dear Brothers, 
 

I would like to welcome Liam Rankin as a Junior Member to 
our camp. I would also like to thank David McReynolds, 
George Lane, A. B. McTeer and Doug Fidler helping with our 
memorial service at the Sultana Monument.  And we also need 
to thank William “Dewey” Beard for coming in full cavalry uni-
form to play “Taps.”  And, the William Blount High School 
Junior Air Force ROTC Color Guard and Firing Team did a 
magnificent job! 
 
We have several events scheduled this month.  
 
Knoxville National Cemetery on Monday, 29 May, 2017, the 

national holiday prescribed for Memorial Day.  We are working out the details of a joint 
program with the local DUVCW tent. 
 
A graveside service at Maj. Will McTeer's grave in Maryville will take place on Tuesday, 
30 May 2017.  
 
I think it will be very helpful if we RSVP Brother David McReynolds on all of our sched-
uled events and update any changes that may occur. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at our camp mess on Tuesday May 9. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
 

Max Renfro 
 
 
Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 
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To the left is the Sultana 
Memorial at the Mount 
Olive Baptist Church Cem-
etery.  It was the first me-
morial to those who lost 
their live in this tragic 
event—the greatest mari-
time disaster in United 
States history.  More than 
1,800 lost their lives with 
nearly 400 from Tennes-
see and many from the 3rd 
Tennessee Cavalry, the 
unit of Major William A. 
McTeer.   

To the left is Camp JVC 
Doug Fidler presenting 
the SUVCW Air Force 
Junior ROTC medal to 
Cadet Jon Quinones at 
William Blount High 
School in Maryville, TN 
on  27 April 2017.  Our 
Camp is proud to partici-
pate in this program and 
sometimes, when our 
medal is presented to a 
younger cadet, we see 
him or her grow and 
change dynamically 
through their participa-
tion in their school’s pro-
gram.  Another meaning-
ful extracurricular activi-
ty that we must help pro-
tect. 
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2017 Calendar 
The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 is based in Maryville, Tennessee and serves a 
broad geographic area from Athens, Tennessee in the south to the Tri-Cities in the north, in-
cluding the Knoxville metropolitan area.  The camp holds a monthly Camp Mess meeting the 
second Tuesday of each month at the Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville.  It also 
holds three quarterly educational meetings and an Annual Encampment, which are currently 
held at the East Tennessee History Center and Museum in Knoxville, Tennessee.  All who are 
interested in Civil War history and honoring those who served to preserve the Union, whether 
they have a direct ancestor or not, are welcome to join.   Information and an application to join 
may be found on the camp’s web site, www.mcteer39.org.  The camp was honored to have re-
ceived the 2014-2015 Abraham Lincoln Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the Most Outstanding 
Camp in the SUVCW. 
 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Calhoun’s on the Creek Res-
taurant in Maryville, TN starting at 12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch 
meetings and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building upon the brother-
hood of the order.   
 
 
 

29 May  Memorial Day Holiday – Knoxville National          
   Cemetery 
 
30 May    Memorial Day –  Ceremony at Grave of Will 
   McTeer 
 
13 June  Camp Mess (Flag Day 14 June) 
 
25 June  Quarterly Meeting (TBA) 
 
4 July   Independence Day 
 
11 July   Camp Mess 
  
23 July      Ceremony at Grave of William Brownlow  
   (Readmission Day)  
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2017 Calendar 
Be sure and visit our Camp Website at www.mcteer39.org.  Updates 
are posted on the web site as more information comes in. 

8 August  Camp Mess 
 
10-13 August  National Encampment, Lansing, MI 
 
19 August   East Tennessee Historical Society History  
    Fair 
 
12 September Camp Mess 
 
24 September Quarterly Meeting 
 
Fall (Date TBA) Ceremony at new Veterans Memorial at  
    Blount County Courthouse to honor all   
    Blount County Veterans 
 
10 October  Camp Mess 
 
11 November  Veterans Day 
 
 TBA                           Fort Dickerson Living History Day 
 
14 November Camp Mess 
 
TBA    Annual Encampment 
 
9 December  Maryville/Alcoa Jaycees Christmas Parade 
 
12 December  Camp Mess 
 
16 December  Wreaths Across America 



 

 
Page 14 

David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

• It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a broth-
er or sister of the person who served.   

• Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

• Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

• One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

• Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

• Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

• Or, simply contact our Junior  Vice Commander Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This 
method is likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


