
 

On a rainy, cold, 
home football game 
Saturday afternoon, 
the Major William A. 
McTeer Camp No. 39, 
SUVCW held its An-

nual Encampment at 
the East Tennessee 
History Center and 
Museum in down-
town Knoxville, TN. 
 

Preceding our busi-
ness meeting, 
Brother Tim Massey 
provided an excel-
lent educational 
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

Annual Encampment Held at 
East Tennessee History Center 

Continued on page 2 

Above left to right:  Robert Wallace, Jason McTeer, A. B. McTeer, Michael Downs, 
DC, David McReynolds, CC, Richard Holmes, Scott Alley, PCC, George Lane, PCC, 
Doug Fidler, PDC and Tim Massey 
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presentation on the “Bridge Burners” to a combined audience of our camp members, members 
of the Lucinda Heatherly Tent No. 10 of the DUVCW and our own Polly Toole Auxiliary No. 17.  
This marked the first time that we had all met together.  After the educational presentation, 
each group retired to their respective business meetings. 
 
The presentation focused on the divided loyalties in Tennessee, particularly the strong Union 
sentiment  along the Cumberland Plateau and the heart of Eastern Tennessee.  The darker the 
color of the counties on the map, the stronger the Union sentiment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brother Tim kept the interest of the group through the entire presentation.  He is a terrific sto-
ryteller.  He kept the presentation historically accurate and included enough humor to keep his 
audience fully tuned in.  Great job! 
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To the left is a picture of the Badge of our Order, the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  When initiated, we 
learn what it means.  But sometimes those words can be 
forgotten if not repeated often enough.  Following are 
those words regarding our Badge as taken from the 
SUVCW Ritual for the initiation of new members: 
 
“I now show you the Badge of our Order.  
 
The inscription, ‘Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War,’ reminds us of our high estate and our duty to our 
Country. We are the Sons of Union Veterans. May we 
prove ourselves worthy of this title.  
 
The ribbon is a union of red, white, and blue, the colors 
of our Country’s Flag.  
 
The red signifies the unstinted streams of blood, shed 
that the blessings of a free government might be our 
heritage, and that our own blood is pledged to preserve 
the freedoms and responsibilities we so gladly received.  
 
The blue tells us of that true faith and allegiance which 
our forefathers held to their Country and to each other, 
and charges us to be mindful of their example.  
 
The white represents peace, which with honor, may our 
Country always enjoy.  
 
The motto, ‘Preserved by the grace of God,’ reminds us 
that without the over-ruling hand of an all wise Provi-
dence, the sacrifices of our forefathers could have af-
forded nothing, and that God’s favoralone can secure the 
preservation of our liberties. Like the eagle, may we be 
quick to discover our Country’s needs, strong in its de-
fense and swift to carry out the objectives of our Order.  
 
May you wear your badge long and proudly, and may it 
always be a guiding star to you, in the discharge of your 
duties in private life and as a Son of a Union Veteran of 
the Civil War.” 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
I have been honored to serve as your Commander during 
2015 and to have been re-elected to serve a second year in 
2016.  Last year, I set several simple, straightforward goals 
upon which we entered the year.  Through hard work and de-
termination, we greatly exceeded those goals with the growth 
of our camp and the successful sponsorship of a number of 
events that built upon the heritage of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  
Here are my goals for 2016: 
 
(1) Continue the growth of the camp.  We need to attract a 
younger mix of members—as such, we will seek to add 5 new 
members under the age of 50.  We also serve a wide geogra-

phy– as such, we need to recruit members outside Blount County, especially closer to the 
Knoxville metro area, and set as a goal to add 5 new members who live in Knoxville. 

(2) Sponsor one major event as a camp.  As such, I have proposed a celebration of the re-
admission of Tennessee to the Union on July 24, 1866 marking Tennessee as the first State 
re-admitted after being the last state to secede.  This event will allow us to teach the commu-
nity about the first year in Knoxville post the Civil War.  I envision a series of lectures at the 
East Tennessee History Center culminating in a ceremony primarily taking place on Sunday, 
July 24, 2016 at the Knoxville National Cemetery. 

(3) Concentrate our Camp education on the traditions and rituals of the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War.   While we need to continue to have fun, we need to concentrate on the fun-
damental principles of our glorious organization and the heritage it is our duty to preserve. 

(4) Continue our monthly Camp Mess meetings.  They have been instrumental in keeping the 
momentum of our camp going. 

(5) Have our quarterly meetings in Knoxville, preferably at the East Tennessee History Center 
and Museum.  Parking is free after 6 pm in either the State Street Garage or the Locust Street 
Garage, either of which is only about a two block walk from the site.   It is a great location 
with audio-visual available and centrally located to the total geographic region we seek to 
serve. 

(6) Continue to participate in community living history days and re-enactments. 
(7) Secure a historical marker for Gertrude Janeway of Blaine, TN, the last known widow of a 

Union Civil War veteran. 
 
An ambitious agenda?  Perhaps.  But something we can do and are worthy of accomplishing.   
After all, we are the Most Outstanding Camp in the SUVCW.   
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 



 

I don’t believe I read the whole 

thing!  Jeff Shaara’s final installment 

of his western theater saga is out and is 

quite massive and I am not sure it is 

worth the read.  The Fateful Lightning 

is 615 pages long and covers Sherman’s 

march to the sea. From Shaara’s view 

point this portion of the war was 

planned by an almost psychotic 

Sherman with his two henchmen 

Henry Slocum and O. O. Howard ea-

gerly carrying out his every command 

while the Confederates, trying to op-

pose the famous union general, are 

either incompetent or merely waiting 

for the final curtain to fall in a terrible 

tragedy.  My advice is to avoid this 

book unless you have numerous hours 

to fill with nothing better to do.  

The hard facts are that it is 

published by Ballantine Books for 

$28.00 and is available at our local 

Barnes and Noble, on line and at the 

Knox County Library.  Please note 

there is also at least one copy for sale 

at our local McKay’s used book store, I 

decided it wasn’t worth shelf space in 

my library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a more positive note, I 

have always been interested in the 

military career of Confederate Gen-

eral “Prince” John Bankhead Ma-

gruder.  His actions during the 1862 

Peninsula Campaign bottled George 

McClellan’s Army of the Potomac up 

tight around Williamsburg and York-

town giving Joe Johnson time to 

unite his spread out divisions.  Ma-

gruder did this with fewer than 

20,000 men while the Union forces 

numbered close to 100,000, a truly 

significant victory.  However the good 

general soon fell out of favor with 

Robert E. Lee when he failed to sup-

port Thomas Jackson quickly enough 

during the famous “Seven Days” 

struggle in front of Richmond.  As a 

result, Magruder was sent to the 

“Trans-Mississippi” for the rest of the 

war where he had moderate success 

in regaining control of the coastal cit-

ies along the Gulf.  I often wondered 

why this successful General landed in 

the dog house so quickly while others 

like Braxton Bragg continue in au-

thority after suffering defeat after de-

feat.   My latest read, Prince John Ma-

gruder – His Life and Campaigns 

attempts to answer that question.  

Dr. Paul D. Casdorph, Chairman 

Emeritus of the Department of His-

tory at West Virginia State College, 

found that General Magruder had a 

history of heavy drinking linked 

with an element of self-promotion 

which went against the mores of the  

leaders of the Southern Govern-

ment and in particular of Robert E. 

Lee. While he was promoted to ma-

jor general after 1862, he never 

commanded more than 15,000 sol-

diers in the resource starved area of 

Texas.  After the war, Magruder fled 

to Mexico and took a position in the 

French supported government, but 

soon returned to the United States 

and requested a pardon from the 

Andrew Johnson administration.  

He settled in the Houston area 

where he lived the rest of his life.  

Overall, this is an interesting read 

that does get bogged down in de-

tails at times, but I would still rate 

it at three and a half stars.  

The hard facts of the book 

are that it was published by John 

Wiley & Sons, Inc. in 1996, is 316 

pages long and has academic foot-

notes at the back of the book with a 

good bibliography. I found this 

study of the General’s life in a used 

book store in Brevard, North Caro-

lina and it can probably be pur-

chased from Amazon or other 

online booksellers. 

 

 

           ***** 
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At our Annual Encampment, the Election of Officers was held 

for 2016.  Following are the officers pictured at the left from 

top to bottom: 

 David McReynolds was re-elected to the position of Com-

mander for a second year. 

 Max Renfro was elected to the position of Senior Vice Com-

mander. 

 Richard Holmes was elected to the position of Junior Vice 

Commander and also was appointed Graves Registration 

Officer. 

 Doug Fidler, PDC was elected Secretary-Treasurer. 

 

Elected to the Camp Council were Department Commander 

Michael Downs, Past Camp Commander Scott Alley and Past 

Department and Camp Commander Craig Brown. 

In addition, the following appointments were made: 

Chief of Staff:  Robert Wallace 

Patriotic Instructor:  Eddy Evans 

Chaplain:  George Lane 

Counselor:  Joseph McReynolds, Esq. 

Provost Marshall/Guide:  A. B. McTeer 

Color Guard:  Jason McTeer 

Also, David McReynolds volunteered to continue to edit the 

Camp Newsletter and serve as webmaster for the Camp Web 

Site.  David McReynolds and Doug Fidler will serve jointly as 

Historians to begin a process to protect and preserve the his-

tory of our camp.  December 10, 2015 marks the 5-year anni-

versary of the McTeer Camp. 

Officers Elected for 2016  
at Annual Encampment 
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Cannon Restoration Project of Brothers Henry Shaw 
and Rick Helwig of the 5th Ohio Light Artillery, SVR 

One of the hobbies of Brig. Gen. Henry Shaw, Deputy Commander, SVR is restoring cannon.  The project 
pictured is that of a reproduction 6pdr Wiard rifled cannon.  The picture on the left is the gun on the day 
that the cannon was purchased.  This gun was produced in 1990 in Baton Rouge and was owned by a fel-
low in Mount Vernon, OH.  He let the gun sit outside uncovered for 10 years and you can readily see the 
dreadful state it was in when purchased - - but, as Brother Henry Shaw put it – “hey, the price was right”.  
On the right is the almost finished gun.  Remaining is to install the wheel guard plates as well as the front 
and rear sights.  Contrast the “before” and “after” photos.   

To the right is a photo of 
Brother Shaw and his “co-
Defendant” in this restoration 
project.  The guy with the 
whiskers is Rick Helwig, he 
works for the local Board of 
Elections and  both are mem-
bers of the 5th Ohio Light Artil-
lery.  Henry is the guy without 
the whiskers! 
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New Graves Registration Officer and Junior Vice 
Commander Richard Holmes at Work 

On Sunday, 8 November 2015, McTeer Brother Richard Holmes and his 
Delta co-worker William Busser placed a new marker for Union Civil War 
veteran James Eugene Cupp at the Pleasant Hill Methodist Church Ceme-
tery in Maryville,, TN. 
 
On 10 October 1862, Cupp enlisted in Maryville at the age of 39 in Com-
pany H, 2nd Tennessee Cavalry USA for three years.  He was described as 
5’ 11” tall, dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair.  His occupation was 
farmer. 
 
He survived the war, was granted a pension and lived the remainder of 
his years in Blount County, dying at the age of 77 on 9 October 1900. 
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Above is the 35-star United States flag that was the official flag of our great nation during some of the 
hardest fought battles of the Civil War from 1863-1865.  It was the official flag of our country when Lee 
surrendered at Appomattox.  No stars were ever deleted from our flag when the southern states de-
clared secession.  We remained one great nation though bitterly divided over a range of issues and be-
liefs.  After the war, we came back together as one nation and healed our wounds.  Union and Confed-
erate veterans led the way in this effort because of the great respect that each held for the other from 
their experiences on the battlefield.  To the right of the U.S.A. flag is the current flag of the State of Ten-
nessee, the last state to secede and the first state to be re-admitted following the war.  And the state 
with the  most volunteers to support the Union cause!  As the Pledge of Allegience ends, we are and for-
ever will be: “One nation under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all.” 

ALFORD M. HACKER 
 
To the left is a photograph of Alford M. Hacker 
and his second wife Nancy, ancestors of McTeer 
member Jay Hacker of Athens, TN. 
 
Alford Hacker served in the Union Army during 
the Civil War elisting in May 1862 and serving to 
the end of the war.  He was a Private in Company 
H of the 5th Tennessee Infantry.  He saw consid-
erable action during the war, was wounded and 
even likely survived smallpox. 
 
He is recognized as the Founder of the GAR post 
of McMinn County, TN.  When he died on 11 June 
1937, he was the last surviving member of his 
GAR post. 
 
He and his wife are buried at Cedar Grove Ceme-
tery in Athens, TN. 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
November 2015 

Page  10 

  

There is still plenty of time to donate to support the Camp Project to purchase wreaths to be 

placed at gravesites at Knoxville National Cemetery.  Wreaths Across America is a nonprofit 

organization that places live wreaths on veterans' graves during the holidays. 

Those who want to sponsor a wreath should visit our Camp web site at www.mcteer39.org and 

click on the Wreaths Across America page.  For every two wreaths that are sponsored, the or-

ganization will donate a third for free.  The deadline for online donations is Nov. 30th. 

A paper tri-fold, which can be printed, is also available on our web site with instructions to 

mail in your donation.  There are many graves that remain without a wreath at Knoxville Na-

tional Cemetery.  Wreaths will be placed at the cemetery on Saturday, December 12th. 
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Sixth in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 

Blount County Union Ancestors of David 
McReynolds 

While Brother McReynolds is a member of the McTeer Camp based on his direct lineage from 
Corporal Landon C. Lyon of Company H, 13th Tennessee Volunteer Cavalry formed in Carter 
County, Tennessee, he has collateral lineage to many others who fought to preserve the Union 
during the Civil War.  Two of these “collateral” ancestors or cousins are inscribed on the memo-
rial to Civil War veterans at the Blount County Courthouse in Maryville, TN:  Aaron and Wil-
liam McReynolds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Aaron Gamble McReynolds 
Captain, 2nd East Tennessee Cavalry Regiment, USA 

 
From the book Our Over-Mountain Ancestors by Lynn McReynolds Hawkins, pages 116 – 
117. 
 
“He never married.  During the Civil War, Aaron McReynolds enlisted in Company H, 2nd 
Regiment, Tennessee Cavalry, of the Union Army, Tennessee for a period of three years.  He 
was appointed First Sergeant on the day of enlistment. 
 
His description was listed as follows:  age 20 years, height 5 feet 8 inches, complexion fair, 
eyes dark, hair dark, occupation farmer. 
 
Aaron G. McReynolds was promoted to Second Lieutenant on 9 March 1863.  2nd Lieutenant 
Aaron G. McReynolds was mustered out on 4 June 1863 at Nashville, Tennessee to accept 
appointment as Captain of Company D, 2nd Regiment, Tennessee Cavalry. 
 
On 26 October 1864, during the Battle of Decatur, Alabama, Captain Aaron G. McReynolds 
was leading his company into battle when he was shot and wounded by a Confederate 
sharpshooter.  A Lieutenant in Captain McReynolds’ command tried to get him to go get 
medical aid in the rear area, but Captain McReynolds broke loose and started riding toward 
the sharpshooter with his saber drawn.  By this time the Confederate soldier had reloaded 
his musket and he took aim and shot Captain McReynolds a second time - this time killing 
the young captain.  Aaron Gamble McReynolds was buried on the battlefield near where he 
died.” 
 
Aaron Gamble McReynolds (10 March 1841 – 26 October 1864) was the son of Guilford and 
Parmelia Green Gamble McReynolds of Blount County, Tennessee. 
 

William Alford McReynolds 
Private, Captain Cox's Company, 98th Regiment, Illinois Infantry, USA 

 
William Alford McReynolds (30 August 1843 – September 1863), was the brother of Cap-
tain Aaron Gamble McReynolds and was also a native of Blount County, Tennessee.  He also 
never married.  His parents, Guilford and Parmelia Gamble McReynolds, sent him away to 
stay with other McReynolds family in Illinois in order to keep him out of the military, since 
several family members had already been killed in action.  However, shortly after he arrived 
in Illinois, he slipped away and enlisted in Captain Cox’s Company of the 98th Illinois Infan-
try.  He was killed in action in September 1863 during the Battle of Chickamauga.  The site 
of his burial is unknown.  



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
November 2015 

Page 13 

Calendar of Important Events 

Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Calhoun’s 
on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN starting at 12:30 PM.  We do 
most of our planning at these lunch meetings and they are a great oppor-
tunity to spend time together building upon the brotherhood of the order. 
 
12 December 2015- 
 
Maryville Christmas Parade.  Our first parade needs to be really 
special.  Can’t wait!!  Probably a small group to ride on the trailer 
pulled by Roy Gamble’s antigue tractor with signs and a lot of flag 
waving!  Note the date change. 
 
12 December 2015- 
 
“Wreaths Across America” at the Knoxville National Cemetery in Knox-
ville, TN.  An opportunity to see the fruits of our fundraising efforts in our 
first year of support.   
 
20 February 2016- 
 
Department of Tennessee (with Mississippi and Alabama) Annual En-
campment to be held in Memphis, Tennessee hosted by Sultana Camp 
No. 1. 
 
21 March 2016- 
 
First camp quarterly meeting of 2016! 
 
22-23 April 2016- 
 
Sultana Descendant’s Association annual reunion at Mount Olive Baptist 
Church.  100th anniversary of Sultana memorial. 
 
24 July 2016- 
 
150th anniversary of the re-admission of Tennessee to the Union. 
 
11-14 August 2016- 
 
The 135th Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic to be held in 
Springfield, Illinois.  More information forthcoming after the first of the 
year. 

Be sure and visit our 
Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for news of 
changes in time or 
place! 

Dec. 

12th 

Reminder! 
 
We have two events 
on 12 December 
2015:  the Maryville 
Christmas Parade 
and Wreaths Across 
America at Knoxville 
National Cemetery.  
We need participa-
tion in both.  CC 
David McReynolds is 
the parade contact 
and DC Mike Downs 
will be at the ceme-
tery. 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be 
accessed by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39.   
 

Visit our Camp Website 
at www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


