
 

On Sunday,  30 Octo-
ber 2016, members of 
the Major William A. 
McTeer Camp No. 39 
of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil 
War dedicated the 
graves of Private Ben-
jamin Franklin of 
Blount County and of  
Private Joseph 
Brewer of Monroe 
County. 
 
The day started in 
Monroe County when 
Junior Vice Com-
mander and Graves 
Registration Officer 
Richard Holmes had 
the honor to decorate 
the grave of the last 
surviving Union vet-
eran of Monroe 
County, TN, Joseph 
Brewer, who passed 
away in 1937.  He 
served with the 5th 
Tennessee Volunteer 
Infantry.  His grave is 
located in the Old 
Sweetwater Baptist 
Church Cemetery.  

The members of the 
church have done an 
extraordinarily out-
standing job of keep-
ing up the old ceme-
tery. 
 
Later at 3 p.m. on the 
same day, the 
McTeer Camp pre-
sented a “Last Union 
Veteran” ceremony at 
the Maple Grove 
Cemetery in Mary-
ville honoring Private 
Benjamin Franklin of 
Company H of the 1st 
United Stated Col-
ored Troops Heavy 
Artillery.  Private 
Franklin, who died in 
1940, was the last 
Union veteran to 
have died in Blount 
County. 
 
Guests included 
Shirley Carr Clowney 
and her husband 
Cato Clowney, grand-
son Leshaun Kincaid, 
Dorothy Mitchell-
Kincaid, and guest 

Gaye Evans. 
 
The ceremony was 
led by McTeer Secre-
tary-Treasurer Doug 
Fidler and CC David 
McReynolds in the 
tradition of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic, the prede-
cessor organization 
to the SUVCW. 
 
As part of the cere-
mony, Dorothy 
Mitchell-Kincaid laid 
a wreath upon the 
grave, a symbol of an 
undying love for the 
comrades of the war.  
Next, Shirley 
Clowney laid a single 
rose upon the grave, 
a symbol of purity.  
Finally, McTeer JVC 
Richard Holmes laid 
a garland upon the 
grave, a symbol of 
victory. 
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The William Blount High School Junior Air Force ROTC Color Guard presented the colors 

while DC Mike Downs fired three shots from his musket to honor Private Franklin and the 

memory of all those whose lives were lost to preserve the Union during the Civil War. 

***** 

 
Above is a collage of photographs taken by JVC Richard Holmes as he decorated the 
grave of Joseph Brewer at Old Sweetwater Baptist Church Cemetery in Monroe 
County. 
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Above is a collage of photographs taken by Polly Toole Aux-
iliary member Rachel McReynolds of the ceremony con-
ducted for Private Franklin at the Maple Grove Cemetery in 
Maryville, TN.  We very much appreciated the community’s 
involvement. 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
After the initiation of REAL SON John Oliver, Jr. at our 
September quarterly meeting, things seemed to slow 
down just a little bit only to really kick up at the very 
end of October. 
 
With the help of JVC Richard Holmes, we were able to 
decorate the grave of the last living Union veteran in 
Monroe County on the same day we held a dedication 
ceremony at the grave of Private Benjamin Franklin, 
the last living Union veteran of Blount County.  And, he 
made sure that both graves are listed in the SUVCW da-
tabase! 
 

Only the day before, we were participating in the Fort Dickerson Living History Day at Fort 
Dickerson Park in Knoxville.  The park has really been upgraded over the past couple of years 
and is a real treasure to our community.     
 
City officials and a local nonprofit will soon finish turning the beloved but once hard-to-find 
park into a standout destination in South Knoxville.  A new, roughly $500,000 gateway to Fort 
Dickerson Park will include a circular lawn, stone pillars and signs. The 30-foot retaining wall at 
the Chapman Highway entrance will get a decorative stone face, and a new bus stop will be in-
stalled near the intersection with Fort Dickerson Road.  We saw these improvements being 
made and they will be ready well before next year’s event.  All of this should really make Fort 
Dickerson a tourist destination, especially with its breathtaking views of downtown Knoxville, 
Neyland Stadium and the Smoky Mountains, in addition to all of the history it represents. 
 
I strongly encourage the Camp to consider raising the funds and seeking grants to place either a 
monument or sign in the new gateway area in memory of all the East Tennesseans who died in 
Union uniform during the Civil War. 
 
Our Camp Annual Encampment is almost upon us.  I hope to see a great turnout at the event 
this year.  We are holding it at Calhouns on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, the site of our 
monthly Camp Messes.  It will be Tuesday evening, 6:30 p.m., 15 November 2016.  Be there. 
 
And finally, the holidays are also upon us.  We plan to once again participate in the local Jaycees 
Christmas parade.  And we will also once again participate in “Wreaths Across America.”  The 
money our Camp raises goes to place wreaths at Knoxville National Cemetery.  Due to its down-
town location and the proximity of homeless people, I think it is often forgotten.  We have our 

From the Commander 
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own page at the web site, www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.  To reach our page and make a 
donation go to:   
 
https://wreaths.fastport.com/donateLocation.html?page=18728# 
 
We have set a modest goal of 100 wreaths.  I have personally made the initial donation.  
Please go online and make your own donation in accordance with your means.  Any amount 
helps us reach our goal.  If you don’t make online donations, see me at our Annual Encamp-
ment and I will take your check. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 

   David McReynolds  

Camp Commander and National Treasurer, SUVCW 
 

A rendering of the proposed Fort Dickerson Gateway in South Knoxville. (CITY OF 
KNOXVILLE)  



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
November 2016 

Page  6 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
November 2016 

Page  7 

From the Book Rack by Mike Downs 

 

I have a very thoughtful book for this review; Retreat to Victory? – 

Confederate Strategy Reconsidered by Robert G. Tanner. The au-

thor is a graduate of Virginia Military Institute and has studied the 

Civil War for over twenty-five years with his best known book pub-

lished in 1976 entitled Stonewall in the Valley.  For many years, 

several historians have posited that if the Confederate strategy was 

a guerrilla based approach, and that with the physical size of the 

eleven Southern states, the Union army would not have been able 

to militarily defeat the breakaway confederacy. 

 

 The author discusses cases where this approach has worked 

in history, specifically Napoleon’s invasion of Russia in 1812, the 

German attack on the U.S.S.R. in 1941, and finally the Vietminh 

victory over the French in Indo-China in the 1950’s. He includes a 

discussion of Carl von Clausewitz’s book, On War, to analyze the 

Southern military position from 1861 through 1865, and concludes 

that using the so called “Fabian” tactics would not have led to a meaningful victory.  I have 

always thought that moving the Confederate capital from Montgomery, Alabama to Rich-

mond, Virginia was a major error on the part of the South.  With the two capital cities a mere 

100 miles apart only insured that it would tie down a major southern army in the defense of 

their capital while the remaining 99 percent of the new country was left to basically defend for 

itself with limited man power and resources. On the other hand, if the headquarters of the 

Confederacy had been left in Montgomery, the distance between the two capitals would have 

been almost 800 miles, which would have allowed for a huge area to maneuver and fight. 

However, Mr. Tanner shows how neither the “Fabian” tactics put forth by some writers, nor 

would my approach, have helped the Confederacy achieve their goal of independence. 

 

 What the author highlights is why the Southern states felt the need to break away from 

the Northern Union and that cause was the SLAVE system of labor, which was comprised of 

Continues on Page 8 
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over four million Negro men, women and children. The Southern leaders feared the 

growing anti-slavery attitude in the North; and, in their minds, came to believe that it 

was only a matter of time before slavery would be banned and the Blacks given equal-

ity with the Whites. They had to protect as much of their property as possible which 

meant both land and slaves, thus leading to a military tactic of confronting every Un-

ion army no matter where it was.   

 

 The Confederate leadership knew very well that once the northern armies 

moved south, a large majority of their slaves would seek freedom and protection from 

these forces.  Secondly, it would only be a matter of time when their former slaves 

would become a manpower pool for the Union armies that would be used against 

them. Yes they could have moved their capital to some remote location in southwest 

Texas and fight from there, BUT their “raison d’etre” would have been destroyed and 

probably their land given to their former slaves to use.  

 

 All of their major cities would have been occupied with all manufacturing un-

der direct Union control making support and supply of any army they might try to 

place in the field almost impossible to maintain in the long run. And while a majority 

of the white population of the South would continue to be hostile to the Washington 

D. C. government, the newly freed Blacks, which were more numerous than the 

Whites in several areas of the South, would be strong supporters of the Union. Follow-

ing through on Mr. Tanner’s thesis, the only possible way the Confederacy could have 

won their independence was by freeing their slaves early in 1860 thus making their 

new country acceptable to the European powers.  This would have allowed the mili-

tary arm to use “Fabian” tactics much like George Washington did in defeating the 

British armies. However the Southern leaders decided that the protection of their 

slaves was more important than independence and in the end were doomed to defeat. 

 

 The hard facts of the book are that it is a relatively short read of only 148 pages 

with footnotes appearing at the conclusion of each chapter.  The author included a 

narrative form of bibliography which also makes for interesting reading and the book 

has a good index.  Retreat to Victory? was published by Scholarly Resources, Inc. lo-

cated in Wilmington, Delaware in 2001.  Of course you are welcome to borrow it from 

me if it sounds like something you would like to read. 

 

 

***** 
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Our very own Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 to 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

 
Our own Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 continues its participation in Camp activities.  In Oc-

tober, Cindy and Rachel McReynolds participated in the Fort Dickerson Living History 

Day on Saturday, 29 October.  And several members of the Auxiliary were present at the 

dedication of Private Benjamin Franklin’s grave on Sunday, 30 October. 

 

Auxiliary President Cindy McReynolds will accompany her husband Camp Commander 

David McReynolds to the Remembrance Day activities in Gettysburg, PA on Friday, 18 

November and Saturday, 19 November including the Civil War dress balls that are part 

of the festivities and ceremonies. 

 

If you would like to join the Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Un-

ion Veterans of the Civil War, contact Cindy McReynolds at (865) 789-7921. 
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Fort Dickerson Living History Day 

Fort Dickerson, built atop a 300-foot-high ridge across the Tennessee River, was one of 

sixteen earthen forts and battery emplacements built by the Federal army to protect 

Knoxville during the Civil War.  Gen. Joseph Wheeler commanded his Confederate cal-

vary to attack Fort Dickerson on November 15, 1863, but the assault was canceled due 

to the formidable terrain, artillery, and unexpected strong force guarding the ap-

proaches to Knoxville.    

 

The East Tennessee area was overwhelmingly pro-Union during the Civil War, but the 

re-enactment, similar to other current events, was turned around on Saturday, 29 Octo-

ber 2016 with the Union forces appearing to attack  the Rebels who were holding the 

high ground. 

 

Department Commander (DC) Mike Downs, Camp Commander (CC) David 

McReynolds and Polly Toole Auxiliary members Cindy McReynolds and Rachel 

McReynolds handed out materials about the SUVCW and answered questions from 

those in attendance.  And, as a longstanding tradition, McTeer Chaplain George Lane 

cooked red beans and rice for all the reenactors.   

 

The 8th Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Co. E Captain Steven Lundberg led a program 

honoring veterans in attendance.  CC David McReynolds was honored to participate.  

Lundberg handed each veteran a piece of an American flag that had flown over a home 

but had been retired because it had become worn and tattered.  It was both a proud and 

emotional moment for all who participated. 
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Friend William “Dewey” Beard showing the view at the crest of the ridge upon 
which Fort Dickerson was built.  Certainly the “high ground.” 

To the left is another friend, Tom 
Wright, who offers a stunningly accu-
rate portrayal of President Abraham 
Lincoln.  His wife Sue accompanies him 
as President Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd 
Lincoln. 
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Private Benjamin Franklin 

Franklin was a member of the 1st U.S. Colored Heavy Artillery (USCHA). And possibly even 
more noteworthy is the fact that, as Lincoln Memorial University Professor Earl Hess ex-
plained, this particular group has the distinction of being the only black regiment during the 
war that was raised out of Appalachia. 
 
The body of Pvt. Benjamin Franklin lies in Maple Grove Cemetery, built in 1924, off Dunlap St. 
in Maryville, as a grave site delegated to the remains of African-Americans. 
 
What makes the 1st USCHA unique is the fact that there weren't a lot of blacks raised in the 
mountains," Hess said. Part of the unsung part of the regiment, you can say. 
 
While black men in several surrounding states were free to join the war as a result of the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, it was quite a different story for those in the Volunteer State. 
 
"The case of the 1st USCHA is a particularly hairy situation in that the Emancipation Proclama-
tion excluded Tennessee," Hess said. You had to be rather cagey about the loyalty or lack of loy-
alty to the owner of the black men who were trying to volunteer. So that creates more of a dicey 
situation. 
 
Franklin, according to a 1 February 1934, article printed in the Maryville Enterprise, ran away 
from his owner's home in Lee County, Va., in 1864 and found his way to the Cumberland Gap 
area. Traveling with Colonel Isham Young of the 11th Tennessee Infantry, the former slave 
found his way near Louisville, TN.  He eventually rode a horse to Maryville, the article said, and 
was taken in by a man living on Big Springs Road. 
 
The article goes on to note that Franklin enlisted in the 1st USCHA on 14 June 1864. 
 
Hess explained that while those in these regiments were trained to man heavy artillery, the 
somewhat ironic historical fact is that Knoxville was absent of any heavy-duty weaponry. Still, 
these men were trained to "hold the fort, so to speak, and in Knoxville they were often grouped 
into garrison or patrol units, Hess said, which allowed those soldiers more experienced in com-
bat to fall into infantry roles. 
 
Franklin died on 23 October 1940, and, as an article printed five days later in the Maryville 
Times notes, he was thought to be the oldest person in the county at the time. Because his date 
of birth was uncertain, Franklin had adopted May 1, 1846, as a birthday.  
 

Source:  http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&amp;GRid=82858630&amp;ref=acom 
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Calendar of Important Events 

 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at 
Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN starting at 
12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch meetings 
and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building 
upon the brotherhood of the order.  The November meeting is 
on 8 November 2016 and the December meeting is on  13 
December 2016. 
 
15 November 2016:  Annual Encampment at Calhoun’s on the 
Creek Restaurant, 6:30 p.m.  Dinner and awards followed by 
business meeting.  Note the date and time change.  We need 
everyone to come. 
 
10 December 2016:  Blount County Jaycees Christmas Pa-
rade. 
 
17 December 2016:  Wreaths Across America at Knoxville Na-
tional Cemetery. 
 
 
The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 is based in Mary-
ville, Tennessee and serves a broad geographic area from Ath-
ens, Tennessee in the south to the Tri-Cities in the north, in-
cluding the Knoxville metropolitan area.  The camp holds a 
monthly Camp Mess meeting the second Tuesday of each month 
at the Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville.  It also 
holds three quarterly educational meetings and an Annual En-
campment, which are currently held at the East Tennessee His-
tory Center and Museum in Knoxville, Tennessee.  All who are 
interested in Civil War history and honoring those who served 
to preserve the Union, whether they have a direct ancestor or 
not, are welcome to join.   Information and an application to 
join may be found on the camp’s web site, www.mcteer39.org.  
The camp was honored to have received the 2014-2015 Abra-
ham Lincoln Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the Most Out-
standing Camp in the SUVCW. 
 
 

Be sure and visit our 
Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for news of 
changes in time or 
place! 

Annual Encamp-
ment is Tuesday, 15 
November 2016, 
6:30 p.m. at Cal-
houn’s on the Creek 
Restaurant in Mary-
ville, TN.  Everyone 
come and enjoy fellow-
ship, break bread and 
conduct a little Camp 
business.  We will have 
dinner followed by 
awards.  We will then 
break and have our 
business meeting and 
election of officers.  
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it to us for consideration. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be 
accessed by clicking “Depts. & Camps” 
on the national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp 
No. 39.   
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


