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October 10-12, 2014 

marked the dates for 

the re-enactment of 

the Battle of Blount-

ville.   

On Saturday, Octo-

ber 11th, Commander 

George Lane and 

Treasurer David 

McReynolds manned 

the tent representing 

our camp at the 

event.  It took place 

on  a very muddy 

field during what was 

a tough day for  spec-

tators and participants 

alike with pouring rain 

most of the day. 

The Battle of Blount-

ville took place Sep-

tember 22, 1863.  

Blountville was of stra-

tegic importance for 

three reasons:  (1)  the 

East Tennessee & Vir-

ginia Railroad ran 

through the town on its 

way to Knoxville and 

Chattanooga, (2) Mat-

thew Haynes, brother 

of the Speaker of the 

Confederate Senate 

Landon C. Haynes, 

lived in Blountville 

and was holding 

property seized from 

Union sympathizers, 

and (3)  the tannery 

on the banks of 

Muddy Creek on the 

west side of Blount-

ville furnished sad-

dles for Mosby’s raid-

ers who were looting 

Union sympathizers 

in Northeast Tennes-

see. 

151st Anniversary of the Battle 
of Blountville 

Calendar of    
Important Dates 

 December 13, 2014 at 10:00 
am:  Annual Encamp-
ment of McTeer Camp 
No. 39, at the Sam Hous-
ton Schoolhouse, Mary-
ville, TN 

 January 31, 2015:  Depart-
ment of Tennessee En-
campment, Fort Negley 
Visitors Center, Nashville, 
TN (National Com-
mander-in-chief is at-
tending!) 

 April 30—May3, 2015:  
Blue & Gray Reunion & 
Freedom Jubilee, Knox-
ville, TN 

 August 20-23, 2015:  
SUVCW National En-
campment, Richmond, 
VA 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Moutaineers 
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Inside this issue: 

Preserving the 

memory of the 

Grand Army of the 

Republic and our 

Ancestors who 

Fought to Preserve 

the Union 1861-

1865! 



 

On September 22, 1863, Union 

forces arrived on the outskirts of 

Blountville and quickly occupied 

the heights overlooking the town in 

what was a cemetery—”The City of 

the Dead”.  Southern forces formed 

artillery on a knoll near the present

-day middle school and another 

line was established on another 

knoll near what was the Masonic 

Hall.  The battle involved both ar-

tillery and cavalry and in only a few 

minutes the Court House was on 

fire.  Though casualties were light 

on both sides, the town was devas-

tated. 

The Confederates retreated toward 

Bluff City hoping to trap the Union 

forces with a surprise counter-

attack.  But to their dismay, the Un-

ion forces discovered the ruse and 

stayed in Blountville.   

All of the Union forces returned to 

Knoxville within two days.  Most 

of Blountville was left destroyed 

with on a few historic structures 

and homes remaining.   

 

 

Carson’s father was German im-

migrant Peter Yeager (1847-1928), 

who served with the 146th Illinois 

Infantry, primarily transporting 

Confederate prisoners and guard-

ing Union soldiers who had been 

drafted. Pvt. Yeager served on the 

honor guard for President Lin-

coln’s funeral in Springfield, Illi-

nois.  

Carson W. Yeager, the real son of 

aCivil War Veteran, passed away 

on July 15, 2014 at the age of 97. 

He was a member of Chicago’s 

SUVCW Phil Sheridan Camp No. 

2. He was born on September 23, 

1916, grew up in Stockton, Illinois, 

and went on to serve in World War 

II in the United States Navy. 

Battle of Blountville (continued from page 1) 

Death of a Real Son of a 
Union Veteran 

“The battle involved 

both artillery and 

cavalry and in only 

a few minutes the 

Court House was on 

fire.  Though 

casualties were light 

on both sides, the 

town was 

devastated” 
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Carson W. Yeager 
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George Lane represented 

our camp at the Fort 

Dickerson Civil War Week-

end on November 8-9, 2014, 

soliciting new members and 

cooking his famous red 

beans and rice for the re-

enactors.  

This free event is sponsored 

by the City of Knoxville 

Parks and Recreation De-

partment and hosted by the 

Civil War Roundtable.  The 

event commemorates the 

151st anniversary of the 

Siege of Knoxville. 

Fort Dickerson was one of 

sixteen earthen forts and 

battery positions surround-

ing Knoxville that were 

build by Union forces dur-

ing the Civil War.  It was 

one of three constructed on 

the heights across the 

Holston (now Tennessee) 

River from Knoxville. 

***** 

We wanted to find new ways 

to communicate to our 

membership and to hope-

fully create some excitement 

to build even greater atten-

dance at the events  in 

which our camp partici-

pates.  We also want it to be 

a vehicle whereby our mem-

bers can share  other infor-

This is our second edition of 

our camp newsletter—

McTeer’s Loyal Mountain-

eers!  Its birth came as a 

result of discussion between 

Mike Downs, our Senior 

Vice Commander , and my-

self at the recent National 

Encampment in Marietta, 

GA. 

mation that would be of 

interest to members and 

other readers.  So, if you 

have something that you 

want published, just let me 

(David McReynolds, Camp 

Treasurer and Newsletter 

Editor) know by Facebook  

post, e-mail or even snail 

mail.   Thanks. 

Message from the Camp Commander George Lane 

Fort Dickerson Civil War Weekend 

Contribute to our Camp Newsletter 
By David McReynolds, Camp Treasurer and Volunteer Newsletter Editor 

Blountville, Rededication of 

Sgt. Lillard Gravesite (over 

220 in attendance), the State 

encampment, the National 

encampment and many 

other local events.  We have 

added several new members 

and congratulate Brother 

Doug Fidler for his good 

work. 

Next year we will benefit from 

a new Camp Commander—

subject to election—in David 

McReynolds, who is the pub-

lisher and editor of this camp 

newsletter. 

Have a great Thanksgiving, 

George Lane 

Camp Commander 

Greetings to all Members: 

I look forward to seeing all at 

the Annual Encampment of 

Camp 39. 

Members have been busy 

even if we did not do a lot of 

meetings this past year.  We 

participated in the East 

Henry Morristown Cemetery   

Decdication, Battle of  

Union re-enactors at the East 
Tennessee History Fair in down-
town Knoxville, TN. 

George Lane, Camp 

Commander 

This book is a collector’s guide 

and introductory history to the 

Grand Army of the Republic, 

Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War, and the Military Or-

der of the Loyal Legion. A 

“must have” volume for both 

historians and collectors.   On 

sale now at www.suvcw.org for 

$39.95 plus $5.00 shipping. 



 

Editor: 
David McReynolds 
4323 Near Shore Dr. 
Louisville, TN 37777 

SUVCW—MAJ. 
WM. A. MCTEER 
CAMP NO. 39 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is 

available to a male descendant of a Union soldier, sailor, 

marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 

12 April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct 

descendent or descended from a brother or sister of the 

person who served.  You must have a clean criminal record 

and you or your ancestor 

must not have borne arms against the USA 

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the 

ancestry to qualify for hereditary membership. 

 Simply go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the 

“Membership” tab and follow the directions to access and sub-

mit an application.  Be sure to include 

your interest in our camp—Maj. Wm. A. 

McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of 

Tennessee. 

 Or, you can message us on Face-

book or just  express your interest to 

any current SUVCW member.  They will 

be glad to help you. 

 Once you have submitted 

your application with an interest 

in our camp, you will be contacted 

by our Camp Secretary, Doug 

Fidler. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.  You may also 
access our camp website from 
our Facebook page. 
 

We are on the 

Web!!! 

To: 

Camp Officers for 

2013—2014  

 

Left-to-right, Chaplain Scott Alley PCC, Sr. Vice Commander 

Mike Downs PCC, Secretary Doug Fidler PDC,  Craig Taylor 

Brown PDC, Treasurer David McReynolds, Camp Com-

mander George Lane, Jr. Vice Commander Steve Wallace. 


