
 

Real son Brother 
John Wilson Oliver, 
Jr., of Morristown, 
TN, joined the Major 

William McTeer 
Camp No. 39 of the 
Sons of Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War 

(SUVCW) on a bright 
Sunday afternoon, 
September 18, 2016.     
So, what’s a “real 
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son?”  A “real son” means that John Oliver, Jr. is the son of a Union veteran who fought during 
the American Civil War.  Only one generation removed from that great conflict.  Including 
John Oliver, Jr., there are only four “real sons” of Union veterans that remain with us. 
 
He was born November 17, 1924 to John Wilson Oliver, Sr. and his second wife, Emily Taylor 
Oliver, at La Grande, Oregon.  He has many vivid memories of his father donning his Grand 
Army of the Republic (GAR) medals and attending meetings of the local GAR post, the Oliver 
P. Morton Post No. 36, and leading parades.  He was very proud of his father and he told the 
members of the SUVCW, many, many times on his day of initiation, that his father would be 
proud that he had joined the successor organization to the GAR.  He wore his father’s post 
commander badge and GAR membership  ribbon to the initiation ceremony. 
 
Soon after his father’s death, his mother became very ill and could not continue to care for him 
and his sister, Ruth.  As a result, they were placed in an orphanage in Portland, Oregon. About 
a year later, they were sent to live with an Aunt and Uncle in Grainger County, Tennessee who 
would become their legal guardians. 
 
When he reached the age of 18, he dropped out of school, moved to Knoxville and secured a job 
with C. M. McClung Hardware.  He later moved to Cleveland, Ohio where he worked in a steel 
mill, but returned to Tennessee in 1956 to work at the new Magnavox television plant near 
Morristown.  During the 1970s, he learned to play organ, became a church organist and was a 
much sought after organist for various shows around the region.  He also became a motorcycle 
enthusiast and continued this passion until he had to stop only very recently. 
 
His father, Union veteran John Wilson Oliver, Sr., was born May 27, 1845 in Grainger County, 
Tennessee.  At age 18, he was mustered into service into Company F, 4th Tennessee Infantry 
with the rank of private.  The unit had been earlier organized at Camp Garber, near Flat Lick, 
Kentucky.  The 4th Tennessee Infantry was then re-organized into the 1st Tennessee Cavalry at 
Camp Dennison, Ohio under the command of Colonel Robert Johnson.   The unit was engaged 
in numerous actions in Eastern and Middle Tennessee, Northern Alabama and Northern and 
Central Georgia including the Battles of Franklin and Nashville and the pursuit of General 
John Bell Hood.  He was honorably discharged August 2, 1865. 
 
After the war, he returned to Grainger County, married his first wife Nancy, and moved in with 
his parents and helped work the family farm.  He was also a deeply religious man and during 
this time became a fiery Baptist preacher.  By 1880, he, his wife and four children were living 
on their own in Grainger County.  In 1893, it is known that he was the pastor of four Baptist 
churches in the Grainger County area of East Tennessee, riding a circuit on alternating Sun-
days.  In the 1900 census, we find him living in La Grande, Oregon with his four children but 
without his first wife, who had likely passed away.  He remained unmarried until about 1920, 
when the census shows 74 year-old John Oliver, Sr. and his second wife, 30 year-old Emily, liv-
ing in La Grande.  By the time of the 1930 census, we find the children of his second marriage, 
John, Jr., age 5, and his sister Ruth, age 8. 
 
John Oliver, Sr. was very active in the GAR.  We know that he was elected Adjutant of his local 
post on more than one occasion and that he served at least one term at Post Commander in 
1919.  He also served as a National Aide-de-Camp to GAR Commander-in-Chief Elbridge La-
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fayette Hawk during Hawk’s term in office from 1927 to 1928. 
 
The SUVCW’s ritual for initiation follows that of the GAR.  Brother Oliver, Jr.’s initiation 
was made even more special because it included the initiation of a new Junior Member, 
Steven Jolley of Harriman, Tennessee.  Born 81 years apart, they both shared a love for 
history and a desire to honor their Union ancestor.   
 
McTeer Camp Commander and recently elected National Treasurer David McReynolds, 
representing SUVCW Commander-in-Chief Donald Martin, led the ceremony with Mi-
chael Downs, Commander of the Department of Tennessee (with Mississippi and Ala-
bama), and McTeer Camp Chaplain George Lane participating.  Downs presented him 
with an engraved membership badge in honor of the occasion.  Brother Oliver, Jr. received 
both a framed Camp Membership Certificate from the McTeer Camp as well as a framed 
National Life Membership Certificate that formally recognized him as a “real son” of a Un-
ion veteran. 

To the left is a picture of 
new members, Real Son 
John Oliver, Jr. (right) 
and Junior Member Ste-
ven Jolley (left).  Born  
81 years apart, both 
were there to honor 
their ancestor who 
served to preserve our 
precious Union, 1861—
1865. 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
What a year it has been!  I would have never predicted 
all of the great events that we have participated in to-
gether, the fraternity that we have shared as a Camp, 
and the hard work put in by so many to keep our Camp 
a success.  We’ve met every month for Camp Mess and 
have held three quarterly meetings at the East Tennes-
see History Center and Museum. 
 
The year started with a bang at the Department En-
campment in Memphis.  Department Commander pre-
sented to the Camp a Certificate of Recognition for all 
the work  and success of the Camp in 2015.  Little did 
we know we were just getting started. 

 
At that meeting, my wife surprised me with the honor of becoming a Tennessee Colonel.  Gover-
nor Bill Haslam appointed me Colonel, Aide-de-Camp, Governor’s Staff in recognition of my 
work to preserve history and promote the state of Tennessee. 
 
We joined with the Sultana Descendants Association, who met in Knoxville this year, to re-
dedicate the Sultana Memorial at Mount Olive Cemetery to commemorate its 100th anniversary 
year.  Just as successful as last year, when we did a similar ceremony to conclude Tennessee’s 
Signature Sesquicentennial Event, the Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom Jubilee. 
 
Junior Vice Commander and Graves Registration Officer has done a marvelous job of identify-
ing grave sites, repairing and replacing headstones, and adding GAR markers to many graves in 
both Blount and Monroe counties. 
 
We joined together with the community to present a grand event at the Old Gray Cemetery in 
Knoxville, entitled Readmission Day 2016.  This event was a celebration of the sesquicentennial 
of Tennessee’s readmission to the Union on 24 July 1866.  It was a very, very hot day but we had 
great participation from our Camp and our community.  The event was an official event of the 
225th anniversary year of the city of Knoxville. 
 
Then, we went to Springfield, Illinois for the 135th National Encampment and the Camp and the 
Department came away with many honors.  The Department of Tennessee was presented the 
Grant Cup for the second year in a row as it led all departments in percentage growth.  Our very 
own Secretary-Treasurer, Doug Fidler, was named most outstanding member winning the Cor-
nelius Whitehouse Award.  The Sultana Camp No. 1 and Newsletter Editor Darwin Concon won 

From the Commander 
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the Marshall Hope Award for the most outstanding camp newsletter.  And finally, the new 
camp in London, England, that is a spin-off from our own camp, was presented the Joseph 
S. Ripley Award as the most outstanding new camp. 
 
After that, we had a really great day at the East Tennessee History Fair the week after the 
National Encampment.  And then we had the once in a lifetime opportunity to welcome and 
initiate a REAL SON as a brother of our Camp.  We will never have such an opportunity 
again. 
 
There’s still some time left this year.  I wonder what else is in store for our Camp.  We do 
stay busy, that’s for sure. 
 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 

   David McReynolds  

Camp Commander and National Treasurer, SUVCW 
 

Mike Downs explains the meaning of the membership bade L-R Chaplain George 
Lane  John Oliver Jr.  Steven Jolley    Jason McTeer   Mike Downs  Jim Claborn and 
seated  David McReynolds. 
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GAR Medal and Ribbon Worn 
by Real Son John Oliver, Jr. 

John Oliver, Jr. proudly wore his father’s GAR Post Commander’s 
Medal and Membership ribbon to his recent initiation ceremony.  
John Oliver, Sr. was a member of the O.P. Morton Post 36 of  La 
Grande, Oregon.  As you can see, they were in pristine condition. 
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   From the Book Rack by Mike Downs                                

I have two books for you to think about this month, both by Glenn W. LaFantasie.  The 

author is a 2005 graduate of Brown University, where he received his Ph. D. in History. He is 

currently the Richard Frockt Family Professor of Civil War History at Western Kentucky Uni-

versity, which is located in Bowling Green, Kentucky. While he has written numerous books 

dealing with the War, these two books specifically look at the battle of Gettysburg, but from a 

rather interesting point of view. 

 The first, Twilight At Little Round Top – July 2, 

1863 – The Tide Turns at Gettysburg, strictly focuses on 

the second day of the battle at the “Round Top’s” flank. 

Initially there is a discussion concerning General Dan 

Sickles moving his Third Corp from the Cemetery Ridge 

line to the Emmitsburg Road. Dr. LaFantasie presents a 

rather favorable view of this move, since the new line was 

on higher ground than Cemetery Ridge at this point, and 

then quotes General Hunt of the Union Artillery as saying 

it “constituted a favorable position for the enemy to 

hold.” (P# 56) He is also critical of General Meade for not 

overseeing General Sickles more closely, especially in light 

of the recent confused communications between the two.  

The only major problem with the Third Corp move was 

that it still left the extreme flank of the Union line open to 

attack.  Here is where the struggle for Little Round Top is 

developed in detail describing how Colonel Strong Vin-

cent’s Brigade was hurriedly separated from its division 

and sent to defend this key location, and then the life and 

death struggle that ensued with the rebel soldiers from General Longstreet’s First Corp of the 

Army of Northern Virginia. Many heroes are mentioned but especially Colonel Strong Vincent 

and Colonel William Oates and the men of the 15th and 47th Alabama Infantry.  Also brought 

out is the conflict that developed between Joshua Chamberlain and another member of the 

20th Maine, Ellis Spear, over the role they played in defending the extreme left flank of the 

Continues on Page 8 
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Union army.  While I caught a few minor errors; overall, if you are interested in what 

really happened on July 2, 1863, beyond Michael Shaara’s The Killer Angels, which 

after all is a novel, then this book is a must read. 

 The second book by Dr. LaFantasie is Gettysburg Heroes – Perfect Soldiers, 

Hallowed Ground, which is written more about the men that fought at Gettysburg and 

what it denoted to be a soldier in that great battle. In 

the preface is an interesting essay on what it meant to 

be a member of the Army of the Potomac and the 

Army of Northern Virginia during the early days of 

July 1863, and is almost philosophical in nature, es-

pecially in its too brief examination, in my opinion, of 

the nature of bravery and patriotic duty.  Initially, the 

author takes a very interesting look at General James 

Longstreet and his famous First Corp of the Army of 

Northern Virginia. While he readily admits the nu-

merous failings of the General, he simply asks who 

could have taken his place. After the death of Stone-

wall Jackson, Longstreet really was Lee’s right hand 

man and when you evaluate the possible replace-

ments for him, there simply was no one else.  Other 

individuals that are critically discussed include 

Joshua Chamberlain of the 20th Maine, for two chap-

ters, and his opponent on July 2, 1863 Colonel William Oates of the 15th Alabama, 

CSA.  As a matter of fact, he devotes four chapters to Oates which, I feel, was much too 

extensive of a write-up for this book. The author also includes an essay about Lincoln 

at Gettysburg and what he meant to the survival of our country then and his continu-

ing legacy today.  Finally, almost as a filler, the author included a description of the 

1954 tour of the Gettysburg battlefield that Dwight Eisenhower gave to General Ber-

nard Law Montgomery.  I am not sure why this chapter was added but it really doesn’t 

fit with the scope of the book. 

 The hard facts are that Twilight At Little Round Top is 255 pages long with aca-

demic footnoting and an excellent bibliography.  The paperback edition was published 

by the Vintage Civil War Library, New York in 2005. Gettysburg Heroes is 223 pages, 

utilizes academic footnoting but there is no bibliography, and was published by Indi-

ana University Press, Bloomington in 2008.  I found Twilight At Little Round Top 

much more interesting and enjoyable to read while Gettysburg Heroes was rather re-

dundant and not of particular interest. 

***** 
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Our very own Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 to 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

 
Our own Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 continues its participation in Camp activities.  In Sep-
tember, it was well  represented at the initiation of real son John Wilson Oliver, Jr. at the 
East Tennessee History Center and Museum in Knoxville. 
 
Cindy McReynolds, Auxiliary President, and Rachel McReynolds represented our auxil-
iary at the GAR Allied Orders Central Region Association meeting in Franklin, TN on 1 
October 2016.  A great opportunity to meet new people and develop new relationships 
among the members of all the Allied Orders. 
 
Auxiliary President McReynolds encourages the spouses of all Camp members to con-
sider membership in the Auxiliary regardless of whether or not you have a direct Union 
ancestor.  And, just like the Camp, we can help with your search for Civil War ancestors. 
 
If you would like to join the Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Un-
ion Veterans of the Civil War, contact Cindy McReynolds at (865) 789-7921. 
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To the left is a picture of the 
Friday night dinner at the Chop 
House in Franklin, TN.  It was 
a great opportunity to break 
bread together, enjoy fellow-
ship and discuss many topics of 
common interest. 

GAR Allied Orders Central Region Association Meeting 

To the right is a picture showing  
and intensely interested audi-
ence at Sam Gant’s presentation 
on the Battle of Franklin and 
recent battlefield preservation 
efforts. 

To the right is Camp Commander and Na-
tional Treasurer David McReynolds giving a 
presentation on “How to Revive a Stale 
Camp” as part of the educational sessions at 
the afternoon meeting.  Below is a picture of 
the Fort Negley Visitors Center where the af-
ternoon business meeting and educational 
sessions were held. 
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In Memoriam 
 

 

 
For the second month in a row, our Camp is in 
mourning for the loss of one of our family.  
 
Mary M. Gamble, age 68, and spouse of 
McTeer member Roy Gamble, of Maryville, 
passed away Saturday, September 24, 2016 at 
her home. She was a member of Oak View 
Baptist Church and started the preschool pro-
gram at Oak View and taught children for 30 
years. Mary was a graduate of Lanier High 

School in 1966, and a graduate of the University of Tennessee in 1970 with a 
degree in home economics. She also taught school for two years at Maryville 
Junior High School and was a retired Auditor with the Tennessee State De-
partment of Labor. She was the current chairman of the Blount County 
Farm Bureau Women.  
 
She was preceded in death by her parents, Malcolm and Mildred Wright 
McCall; twin sister, Martha McCall; brother, John McCall; brothers-in-law, 
Farid Abdulla, and Michael Fultz. Survivors include her husband, Roy Gam-
ble; sister, Faye Abdulla; mother-in-law, Irene Gamble; nieces and nephews, 
Reem Provinsal, Dena Abdulla, Sara Hodge, Farris Abdulla, Angela Taylor, 
Greg McCall, Jess Gamble, Amanda Roberson, and Norah Beth Hord; 
brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Bob and Debbie Gamble; sister-in-law, 
Sarah Scarbrough. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Oak View Baptist Church Chil-
dren's Program or to the American Heart Association,  4708 Papermill Dr. 
NW, Knoxville, TN 37909.  The Camp is gathering donations to the Ameri-
can Heart Association and they may be sent to Camp Secretary-Treasurer 
Doug Fidler or given to him at the next Camp Mess. 
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Nominating Committee Seeks  
Volunteers for 2017 

The Nominating Committee of the Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 is seeking 
nominations for all elected and appointed officer positions.   Elected officers include 
the Camp Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander, Secretary-
Treasurer,  and three Camp Council positions.  Very important appointed officer posi-
tions include the Patriotic Instructor and Graves Registration Officer. 
 
Current Camp Commander David McReynolds has announced that he is not a candi-
date for a third term.  Senior Vice Commander Max Renfro has expressed his willing-
ness to stand for election for the Commander’s position. 
 
Because of our not-for-profit status, the Patriotic Instructor position has become a po-
sition of extreme importance at all levels of the Order—Camp, Department and Na-
tional.   
 
The committee encourages every member to be more active in the Camp.  Please look 
at the elected and appointed officer positions that are posted on our website under the 
Officer’s tab. 
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Calendar of Important Events 

 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at 
Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN starting at 
12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch meetings 
and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building 
upon the brotherhood of the order.  The October meeting is on 11 
October 2016 and the November meeting is on  8 November 2016. 
 
11 October 2016:  Camp Mess! 
 
1 November 2016:  Veterans’ Day.  Participation in local event 
at Blount County Courthouse. 
 
12 November 2016:  Fort Dickerson Living History Days. 
 
20 November 2016:  Annual Encampment. 
 
10 December 2016:  Blount County Jaycees Christmas Pa-
rade. 
 
17 December 2016:  Wreaths Across America at Knoxville Na-
tional Cemetery. 
 
The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 is based in Mary-
ville, Tennessee and serves a broad geographic area from Ath-
ens, Tennessee in the south to the Tri-Cities in the north, in-
cluding the Knoxville metropolitan area.  The camp holds a 
monthly Camp Mess meeting the second Tuesday of each month 
at the Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville.  It also 
holds three quarterly educational meetings and an Annual En-
campment, which are currently held at the East Tennessee His-
tory Center and Museum in Knoxville, Tennessee.  All who are 
interested in Civil War history and honoring those who served 
to preserve the Union, whether they have a direct ancestor or 
not, are welcome to join.   Information and an application to 
join may be found on the camp’s web site, www.mcteer39.org.  
The camp was honored to have received the 2014-2015 Abra-
ham Lincoln Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the Most Out-
standing Camp in the SUVCW. 
 

Be sure and visit our 
Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for news of 
changes in time or 
place! 

Don’t forget Fort 
Dickerson Living 
History Weekend!  
We plan to be there on 
Saturday, 12 Novem-
ber 2016.  We need 
you to volunteer to help 
us man our tent.  The 
park and its access have 
been significantly up-
graded  and it’s worth a 
new visit if you haven’t 
been lately. 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it to us for consideration. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be 
accessed by clicking “Depts. & Camps” 
on the national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp 
No. 39.   
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


