
 

 
by, David  
McReynolds 
 
On Veterans’ Day, 
November 11, 2017, 
my wife and I took 
the drive from Knox-
ville down to Sweet-
water for the ceremo-
ny to honor Clinton 
Riddle and his Civil 
War Ancestor, John 
M. D. Riddle.  It was 
a pleasant drive down 
Interstate 75 to Exit 
62 and then onto 
what is Old Kingston 
Pike or Old U. S. 
Highway 11.  Our des-
tination was the Cem-
etery at Fenders 
Methodist Church in 
Sweetwater, TN. 
 
We were greeted by 
good weather, a 
bright, sunny day; 
although there was a 
definite chill in the 
air that probably felt 
even colder by the 
brisk wind. 
 
Helping out the 
Camp were Boy 
Scouts from Troop 
Number 800 in 

Maryville and their 
Scoutmaster and re-
enactors from the 8th 
Tennessee Voluntary 
Infantry U.S. 
 
I had the distinct 
honor to serve as the 
“master of ceremo-
nies” so to speak for 
the event.  In fact, 
there were really two 
separate ceremonies 
or services we were 
conducting.  First was 
a Headstone Dedica-
tion Ceremony for 
Private John Riddle 

of Company C of the 
Third Tennessee 
Cavalry, U.S. Riddle 
died on the steam-
ship Sultana that 
blew up on the Mis-
sissippi River on 
April 27, 1865 and 
his body was never 
recovered.  But his 
spouse was buried in 
the church cemetery 
and Camp and De-
partment Graves 
Registration Officer 
Richard Holmes ob-
tained a memorial 
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memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 
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headstone for Private Riddle as well as a marker for his wife, whose grave was unmarked. 
 
Fred London provided a powerful eulogy for Private Riddle that also contained the history of the 
events surrounding his service in the Union army, the strong Unionist activity in East Tennessee 
and the tragedy of the Sultana including a description of the greed involved by the steamship’s own-
ers who overloaded the riverboat despite a malfunctioning boiler in order not to miss an extremely 
profitable opportunity.  The boat’s capacity was 346, but over 2,200 were crammed on board. 
 
Afterwards, I had the privilege to initiate Clinton Riddle, the 97 year old great-grandson of John 
Riddle, into our Camp’s membership.  Clinton Riddle is a hero of World War II with a Bronze Star 
and two Purple Hearts among other honors.  He served in the European Theater and landed and 
crash landed in gliders both as part of the Invasion of Normandy and the Battle of the Bulge.  A boy 
scout held our Holy Bible during the ceremony. 
 
We even had a member of the Missionary Ridge Camp in Chattanooga, Nick Norwood, join us in 
support of our wonderful event.  Everyone present joined in showing great fellowship as we ended 
the ceremony and began to break down our equipment in order to begin the trip back to our respec-
tive homes.  We had great participation from our Camp, from re-enactors, from Boy Scouts, from 
the Riddle family and from members of the Sweetwater Community. 
 
What a truly wonderful way to celebrate Veterans’ Day! 
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Annual Encampment a  

Great Success 
  

We held our Annual Encampment on Tuesday, November 7, 2017, at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restau-

rant in Maryville, TN.  It was a great night with eleven members attending.  Department Command-

er David McReynolds recognized each of the officers of the 2016-2017 term for their service with a 

Certificate.  Camp Commander Max Renfro honored Richard Holmes (not present) for his superior 

service as Graves Registration Officer, Jason McTeeer for his almost perfect attendance at Camp 

events and A. B. McTeer as “Brother of the Year” for “always being there.”  Officers were elected (see 

pages 8—9).  We had a great meal together, had a bunch of Boy Scouts and their families plus cadets 

and their teacher at our event before our business meeting and then a great business meeting after-

ward.  This year’s meeting will be hard to top but somehow, I know, that we will. 
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We were thrilled to have had the op-

portunity to present no less than six 

Eagle Scout certificates and patches 

at our Annual Meeting.  We had one 

more Scout to honor but he could 

not stay until the award ceremony. 

That would make seven. 

Also, we honored the William 

Blount High School Air Force Junior 

ROTC Program with an award.  

They have provided the Camp with 

Color Guards and Firing Teams on 

numerous occasions.  Specifically, at 

our meeting, we were honoring the 

cadets’ knowledge and adherence to 

proper flag etiquette.   
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From the Book Rack by Mike Downs 
 
It would seem Charleston, South Carolina has 

become a hot topic for Civil War writers.  A few 

months ago I reviewed a book written by 

Christopher Dickey titled Our Man in Charles-

ton – Britain’s Secret Agent in the Civil War 

South which contained Robert Bunch’s obser-

vations of the conditions in Charleston and 

South Carolina before and during the Civil 

War and now we have Madness Rules the 

Hour – Charleston, 1860 and the Mania for 

War by Paul Starobin. Indeed the famous 

statement by James Louis Petigru, a resident 

of Charleston, that South Carolina was “too 

small to be a nation but too large to be an in-

sane asylum” pretty much says it all. A rela-

tively small group of radicals who were deter-

mined to destroy the United States in the 

name of preserving slavery made Charleston 

their home base.  Playing on the white man’s 

fear of a black uprising while at the same time 

claiming that their slaves were “happy and 

content with their condition” they viewed the 

rise of the Republican Party as the ultimate end of slavery. The Charleston Mercury 

delighted in denigrating Lincoln using his homeliness as proof of his awfulness (P. 

#73).  An individual like Lincoln, born in Kentucky, married to a Southern Belle simp-

ly could not be explained.  A Southern Republican was a contradiction in terms, “a 

species not supposed to exist thus there had to be something grotesquely wrong with 

him.” (P. #73) The leaders of Charleston constantly and insistently insulted him in 

their speeches and newspapers while at one point even stating that he had to have 

some black blood in him.  To compare it to a black leader of today the constant attack 

upon President Barack Obama, both personally and politically, especially from the 

“Alt. Right” and the Tea Party would be a very good comparison.  We had Senator 

Mitch McConnell vowing not to work with Barack Obama upon his election while even 

making a public statement that he would do everything within his power to make him 

a one term President. Additionally the Koch Brothers and Donald Trump led an attack 

on the President making the false claim, based on his birth certificate, that he was not 

even a citizen of our country and stressing that anything the Obama White House ac-
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complished in its eight years in office had to be evil because he was a black man.  It 

was this kind of racial hatred that led Charleston and South Carolina to formally se-

cede from the Union TWO MONTHS before Lincoln was inaugurated as the 16th 

President, not even allowing him an opportunity to see what he had in mind in re-

gard to the slavery issue. The Southern White leadership used the fear of equality be-

tween the races to convince the large majority of poor whites to follow them into a 

war that they really had little chance to win, and by 1863, at least to many in the Con-

federate armies, it became a “rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight.” 

What is so ironic in the struggle over slavery is that the radical leadership, 

centered in Charleston and South Carolina, actually led to the destruction of their 

institution. Think about this, if the South had stayed in the Union, slavery would 

have been protected by the Constitution, there would have been no 13th, 14th or 15th 

Amendments at least until much later in time and possibly well into the twentieth 

century, similar to what happened in the Republic of South Africa. The Southern 

states would have avoided military occupation by the Union armies, their cities 

would not have lain in ruins and their way of life would have been intact, but instead 

they chose to follow the extreme path of the militants centered in Charleston and 

South Carolina. 

The hard facts of the book is that it is only 224 pages in length, is academically 

foot noted and contains a very good index.  It was published by Public Affairs of New 

York in 2017.  An interesting side note is that the author includes a value equalizer to 

better understand the costs and prices at the beginning of the 1860’s.  To gain a per-

spective of what items would cost today an individual needs to multiply by a factor of 

28.  Thus a five dollar hotel room in 1860 would today cost you about $140.00, a 

field hand purchased at Nathan Bedford Forrest’s slave auction would have cost 

around $900.00 in 1860 while in today’s world the value would be $25,200.00 dol-

lars.  And finally “a year’s cotton production by a prosperous planter of 150 bales, 

might fetch $36,000.00 on the 1860 market, would be worth just over $1 million 

dollars today.” If you have not read Our Man in Charleston by Christopher Dickey, I 

encourage you to do that first and then get into Paul Starobin’s Madness Rules the 

Hour – Charleston, 1860 and the Mania for War. Both go a long way into better un-

derstanding what led to the first shot being fired in our Civil War.  As usual I have 

both books in my library and I would be most pleased to loan them out to you, all you 

need do is ask – surprise me! 

 

Please note this marks my 34th and probably final review for the McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers News Letter. I have enjoyed this little writing experiment of mine but 
due to persistent health problems I find that I no longer have the energy or inclina-
tion to read or write at the level that I used to.  
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Officers for 2017—2018 
 
 

Commander:   
Max Renfro   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Senior Vice Commander:  
Richard Holmes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Junior Vice Commander:   
Doug Fidler 
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Secretary/Treasurer:   
 Jason McTeer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Council:  
        
             Craig Brown 
  
 A. B. McTeer 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

   
                   
      David McReynolds 
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The biggest sacrifices veterans have made 

for their country do not just happen on  

the battlefield. They happen quietly, with-

out fanfare, without recognition. They hap-

pen in small homes and living rooms, with 

only those left behind as witnesses. Every-

thing a veteran must do is a sacrifice, from 

leaving behind their lives, to stepping onto 

the battlefield. The sacrifice of time is just 

as important as the bravery shown in war, 

and oftentimes much more difficult. These 

sacrifices are what make veterans special.  

  

Veterans became veterans because they 

possessed the honor, bravery, and patriot-

ism that they needed to stand up for their 

country. These men and women represent  

everything that we, as a nation, fight to 

protect, everything we value in life. Our 

honor, our liberty, our livelihood, lies with 

them.  

  

Our nation's veterans pledge their lives to 

our defense, so that, in their absence,  

we can continue to live in freedom, and en-

joy our time in life. Veterans are separate 

from our everyday struggles. They repre-

sent our country, people of every belief  

coming together and standing strong.  

  

They do not pledge themselves to us simply 

because it is their duty. They have a  

deep-seated belief that this country is 

worth fighting for, and they volunteer to be 

the ones to step forward in its protection. 

The patriotism in their hearts is what al-

lows everyday life to continue unimpeded; 

it is how they advance and do what they 

must for the good of the country, not just 

what they would want themselves.  

The veterans in our country show the most 

valued trait in civic virtue; selflessness, the 

Patriotic Instruction:   
Why Veterans are Special 
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ability to put their entire country before 

themselves as individuals.  

Veterans devote their entire lives to the im-

provement of society, in the hope that we do 

not befall the same mistakes as those before 

us. Veterans are those who have volunteered 

themselves for their country, they are the 

people we salute every day, the men and 

women we respect in the highest honor.  

  

America's veterans choose their path know-

ing the difficulties it will hold, knowing the 

sacrifices they will be required to make,  fully 

aware that they may never return, but safe in 

the knowledge that they are         supported 

by their country.  

  

Our veterans are special because they alone 

understand the full cost of freedom, and are 

willing to pay that price so that our  

posterity may enjoy the benefits of that free-

dom, and so our country can continue its leg-

acy far beyond our imaginings. 

 

Winning Essay by High School Junior  Mar-

ilise Stamps, Huntsville, AL 

 

 

****** 
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Dear Brothers,  
 
It has become very troubling to me with everything that has occurred in 
our country over the last month concerning Confederate Civil War  
monuments. Of course this issue is not new, it is an issue that has been 
brewing for some time. In my opinion, it is really a faux issue that has 
reared its ugly head due to our current deep political divide that has  
developed in our country over the past decade.  
 
When it comes to Confederate monuments, how and where they should 
be displayed, I have no answers or wisdom to share. I do believe that the 
American Civil War is an important time in the history of our country 
and should never be forgotten. Although the Civil War was a very dark 
period of deep divide in America, it should be looked at as a shining mo-
ment because of the efforts soldiers of the Grand Army of the Republic 

made in order to preserve the Union. Without the efforts of the GAR, the world would have been 
changed forever. Had our country not been reunited, the United States would not be the great country it 
is now and most likely would have had very dramatic effects on World War I and World War II out-
comes, along with what is happening in our world today. 
 
The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War is a very important organization to help this nation remem-
ber how important our forefathers were in keeping the United States of America as one country, united 
and the greatest nation the world has ever known. Let us never forget what the Major William A. 
McTeer Camp No. 39 is about.  Lest we forget! 
 
 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
 

Max Renfro 
 
 
Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 
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Calendar 
The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 is based in Maryville, Tennessee and serves a 

broad geographic area from Athens, Tennessee in the south to the Tri-Cities in the north, in-

cluding the Knoxville metropolitan area.  The camp holds a monthly Camp Mess meeting the 

second Tuesday of each month at the Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville.  It also 

holds three quarterly educational meetings and an Annual Encampment at various locations in 

Knox and Blount County.  All who are interested in Civil War history and honoring those who 

served to preserve the Union, whether they have a direct ancestor or not, are welcome to join.   

Information and an application to join may be found on the camp’s web site, 

www.mcteer39.org.  The camp was honored to have received the 2014-2015 Abraham Lin-

coln Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the Most Outstanding Camp in the SUVCW. 

 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Calhoun’s on the Creek Res-

taurant in Maryville, TN starting at 12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch 

meetings and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building upon the brother-

hood of the order.   
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Calendar 

Be sure and visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  Updates are posted on the 
web site as more information comes in. 

 
 

12 December  Camp Mess 
 
16 December  Wreaths Across  
       America 
 
6-7 April 2018  Department  
       Encampment,   
       Knoxville 
 
 

***** 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

• It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a broth-
er or sister of the person who served.   

• Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

• Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

• One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

• Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

• Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

• Or, simply contact our Junior  Vice Commander Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This 
method is likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp web sites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


