
 

The Major William 
A. McTeer Camp 
No. 39 of the Sons 
of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War 
was extremely hon-
ored to received the 
Abraham Lincoln 
Commander-in-
Chief’s Award as 
the Most Out-
standing Camp at 
he 134th National 
Encampment of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic held Au-
gust 20-23, 2015 in 
Richmond, VA. 

 

The Commander-in-
Chief presents this 
award to the Camp 
that he judges to be 
the most outstanding 
camp during his term 
of office. Recommen-
dations are made to 
the Commander-in-
Chief but the Com-
mander-in-Chief 
makes the final deter-
mination. And, the 
award is made solely 
at the discretion of 

the Commander-in-
Chief and he is under 
no obligation to 
make the award. 

 

Accepting the award 
on behalf of the camp  
from National Com-
mander-in-Chief Tad 
Campbell was Camp 
Commander David 
McReynolds accom-
panied by fellow 
camp members Steve 

Wallace, Michael 
Downs and Doug 
Fidler. 

 

As all McTeer camp 
members know, we 
have undertaken an 
aggressive schedule 
of events and 
adopted a determina-
tion to grow our 
camp all in support 
of our fundamental  
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

All of our hard work is 
rewarded! 

Above are pictures of the Abraham Lincoln Award front 
and back for 2015. 

Continued on page 2 
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purpose to preserve the memory of the Grand Army of the Republic and our ancestors who fought to preserve the 
Union from 1861 to 1865.   
 
With a Summer 2014 edition, this very newsletter, “McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers”, was introduced and distrib-
uted electronically to the membership which allowed it to include more news about the camp and its plans plus 
publish color photographs that would otherwise be cost prohibitive.  The newsletter was very well received by the 
membership and became monthly in January 2015.  This communication vehicle was a definite help in keeping a 
growing membership involved and the camp energized. 
 
With a point to reach out to its upper East Tennessee membership, the camp participated in the Battle of Blount-
ville re-enactment held 11 October 2014.  Despite rain and a muddy field, the camp provided education about East 
Tennessee’s Union heritage to a largely Confederate gathering.  We had a prime spot and many people stopped by 
our table to receive our educational materials and information about the SUVCW.   
 
During 2014, the camp became involved with the Knox County Sesquicentennial Commission in planning a major 
event for Knoxville, TN honoring its role in the Civil War.  Knoxville had been picked as the site for the state of 
Tennessee’s signature sesquicentennial event for 2015.  The camp committed to sponsoring and presenting the re-
dedication of the Sultana Memorial at Mount Olive Cemetery as part of the Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom Jubi-
lee.   
 
Camp meetings, other than the Annual Encampment, had been held basically on an “as needed” basis prior to the 
current year.  This year, the Camp Commander initiated a monthly Camp Mess or lunch meeting held at a local 
restaurant.  This meeting has enabled the camp to more efficiently plan its activities and growth as well to encour-
age more social interaction among the members promoting the fraternal nature of the SUVCW. 
 
The camp participated in the Department Encampment on 31 January 2015 with a good showing of its member-
ship.  On 18 April 2015, the camp actively participated in the Heritage Festival and Civil War Encampment held at 
the Thompson-Brown House in Maryville, TN.  It was another opportunity for camp members to share the history 
of East Tennessee Union loyalists and to promote membership in the SUVCW. 
 
The hard work of the past year paid off in dividends.  The camp’s main event, the re-dedication of the Sultana 
monument, was the concluding event of the entire Blue & Gray Reunion & Freedom Jubilee.  It drew a crowd of 
more than 150 with at least 43 Sultana descendants among them.  The camp event was featured on local television 
newscasts and was featured in the local newspaper.  It has also been recognized by the Sultana Descendants Asso-
ciation and the East Tennessee Historical Society, who both sent notices of congratulations and appreciation. 
 
The Sultana monument in Knoxville, TN was the first monument erected in the country to memorialize the tragedy 
and was funded through private donations (no government support).  It was dedicated by veterans of the 3rd Ten-
nessee Volunteer Cavalry USA on July 4, 1916.  Our camp namesake, Major William A. McTeer, served as Adjutant 
for this unit.  Most of the Tennesseans who lost their lives on the Sultana were also part of this unit.  It should be 
remembered that the Sultana disaster is the greatest United States maritime tragedy in history with the loss of at 
least 1,800 lives. 
 
Immediately on the heels of this event, camp members including PCC George Lane and JVC Steve Wallace partici-
pated in a Blount County Chamber Partnership event.  PCC Lane presented a program on local Civil War history 
and JVC Wallace and his Craggy Top Brass played period music. 
 
The camp did not stop and  celebrated Memorial Day with a re-dedication of the headstone of Major William A. 
McTeer on the traditional day set aside, May 30th.  In addition, brothers joined with sisters from the local tent of 
the Daughters of Union Veterans at a memorial service at the Knoxville National Cemetery on May 25th. 
 
The camp has also recognized deserving cadets at the two local high school junior AFROTC programs.   The Air 
Force recognizes our award and allows the cadets to wear our medal proudly.  In addition, we have honored a 
number of local Eagle Scouts as part of the SUVCW program. 
 
Plus we raised enough money to purchase a Camp Flag and were able to form an Auxiliary which was recognized at 
the National Encampment. 
 
We should be very proud of what we have been able to accomplish—and there is still more to come! 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
I think that the best way to communicate my appreciation to everyone is to 
convey a hearty WELL DONE to the entire camp!  Wow, what a feeling to 
stand in front of the National Encampment of the SUVCW and be pre-
sented with the award for the Most Outstanding Camp of the year!  As the 
headline on page one of this newsletter proclaims:  All of our hard work is 
rewarded! 
 
It has been a busy year for us as a camp.  We have welcomed new mem-
bers.  We have worked to participate in many events.  We pulled off a tre-
mendous success as we re-dedicated the Sultana monument to cap off the 

State of Tennessee’s Signature Sesquicentennial Event for 2015, the Blue & Gray Reunion & 
Freedom Jubilee.  People in the community know who we are and also know that we can be 
counted on when our help is needed. 
 
There’s a lot to think about as we finish 2015 and plan for 2016.  We need to celebrate the ses-
quicentennial of our state ratifying the 14th amendment and its readmission to the Union.  We 
need to continue to participate in local community events and work to preserve the memory of 
the Grand Army of the Republic in every way.  And we need to support the effort to build a 
monument to the great Southern loyalists to likely be located somewhere in East Tennessee!  
There are other projects on the horizon as well.  We have only just begun. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander 

From the Commander 

Website Wins National Award! 
 
Also at the National Encampment in Richmond,  
the McTeer Camp was honored to receive the 
Horace Greeley  Outstanding Website Award for 
the  most outstanding camp  website in the 
SUVCW for 2014-2015.  If you haven’t had the 
opportunity to visit it, please take a few minutes 
to do so.  You may find our camp web site at 
www.mcteer39.org.  It is full of valuable infor-
mation for prospective members, new members 
and old members alike.  And, we do our best to 
keep it current.  We always welcome comment 
on how we might improve it.  So take advantage 
of that feature as well.  We do everything we can 
within our budget to make it as good as possible. 



 

After enjoying David McCul-
lough’s study of the Wright broth-
ers, I have returned to the 1861 – 
65 period of our history with Dr. 
Aaron Astor’s latest book, The 
Civil War along Tennessee’s Cum-
berland Plateau, which is proba-
bly the best regional history I ever 
had the pleasure to read. The first 
chapter is devoted to an explana-
tion of the geology and geography 
of the Cumberland Plateau while 
in the second section Dr. Astor 
writes about the “cultural geogra-
phy” of the area.  As a relative 
newcomer to eastern Tennessee, I 
found both parts to be extremely 
helpful in understanding the 
background of the region that my 
wife and I now call home.  What I 
have had to learn about East Ten-
nessee is that the people of the 
area seemingly identify with the 
counties that they grew up in 
much more than in my previous 
home area of Indiana and this 

also seemed to play a major de-
terminant in which side the 
populace supported during the 
war. And while these two chap-
ters presented a great deal of 
new material to me, I am sure 
that even a native of the area will 
come to better understand the 
history of the Plateau. 
Chapters three, four and five ex-
plain the very complex situation 
as it developed throughout the 
war including why one county 
was Unionist and the next a re-
bel area.  Not left out of the dis-
cussion are such names as 
Champ and Jim Ferguson, Scott 
Bledsoe, Tinker Dave Beaty, An-
drew Johnson and many other 
names that will sound familiar to 
the reader. One key point that 
the author stresses is on page 85 
where he states; “What started 
as an abrupt turn toward sup-
pression of Toryism after 
(Tennessee Governor Isham) 
Harris’s reelection in August 
(1861) now became a full-on 
crackdown against all Union 
sympathizers in East Tennessee. 
From November 8 on, the Con-
federate national government 
treated the people of East Ten-
nessee as disloyal Tories to be 
disarmed and placed under mar-
tial law” or in other words a po-
litical “cleansing” of the area was 
initiated.  These actions by Con-
federate leaders led to “tens of 
thousands” leaving the plateau 
for safer havens in Unionist Ken-
tucky and the beginning of Guer-
rilla warfare that continued on 
into the post war period. 
The final chapter deals with the 
Reconstruction period and the 

struggle to rebuild Tennessee 
without the institution of slav-
ery.  The hard facts of the book 
are that it is a relatively quick 
read at only 159 pages, the pic-
tures are excellent although 
some of the geological maps 
are difficult to read, the aca-
demic footnotes are at the end 
of the book and a good index is 
included.  About the only error 
I found was on page 116 where 
Dr. Astor refers to regiments 
when I believe he meant com-
panies.  I must add that our 
own past McTeer Camp Com-
mander, George Lane, is recog-
nized in the preface as one of 
the individuals who helped the 
author develop his love for our 
state.  The book is published by 
The History Press in Charles-
ton, South Carolina in 2015 
and is available at Amazon for 
$22.00 or you can always bor-
row it from me.  If you have 
any comments about the re-
view please e-mail them to 
mpdowns51@yahoo.com, I am 
always interested in your opin-
ions. One final thought, if you 
have further interest in some 
of the actual conflicts that oc-
curred on the plateau during 
the war a good companion 
read is Cumberland Blood – 
Champ Ferguson’s Civil War 
by Thomas D. Mays, published 
by Southern Illinois Press, Car-
bondale, IL in 2008. 
 

***** 
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To the left is a very interesting table that lists total 

deaths by State for those who served in Union units dur-

ing the Civil War as well as the % of the total who served 

who died.  This table is from  the book Civil War High 

Commands by John Eicher and David Eicher and re-

cently shared by Dr. Aaron Astor on Facebook. 

 

Quoting Dr. Astor:  “Of all the states that sent soldiers 

into the Union army in the Civil War, Tennessee's Union 

soldiers were killed in action at the highest rate. 28.2%, 

or 8,777 Union soldiers from Tennessee were killed in 

the Civil War.  Note that this does not include USCT, 

who are counted separately in this table.  And Native 

Americans who fought for the Union are counted sepa-

rately too (and experienced a higher death rate than TN 

soldiers).  Still, this is pretty remarkable.  These were the 

ultimate Tennessee Volunteers.” 

“The aggregate number of Tennessee Unionist soldiers 

was: 31,092 white soldiers and 20,133 black soldiers 

making a total of 51,225 Tennesseans who fought for the 

Union.” 

Total Union “white soldier” casualties (8,777) from Ten-

nessee were the 13th highest of any state, Union or Con-

federate, for those who fought to preserve our precious 

Union.  Adding the “black soldiers” , who deserve equal 

representation, that died to the total would likely move 

Tennessee even higher in its contribution of total lives to 

both battle and disease during the war. 

Sam Gant  made a wonderful presentation for a monu-

ment to be built to recognize the great contributions of 

Southern Unionists at the recent National Encampment 

of the SUVCW in Richmond.  Our new Commander-in-

Chief Eugenge Mortorff is of the opinion that such a 

monument should be erected in an appropriate place in 

East Tennessee with the stipulation that any southern 

state who contributed to the Unions cause should be 

equally represented. 

The Ultimate Sacrifice Made by Tennesseans and other Southern Loyalists During 
the Civil War 
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Above is the 35-star United States flag that was the official flag of our great nation during some of the 
hardest fought battles of the Civil War from 1863-1865.  It was the official flag of our country when Lee 
surrendered at Appomattox.  No stars were ever deleted from our flag when the southern states de-
clared secession.  We remained one great nation though bitterly divided over a range of issues and be-
liefs.  After the war, we came back together as one nation and healed our wounds.  Union and Confed-
erate veterans led the way in this effort because of the great respect that each held for the other from 
their experiences on the battlefield.  To the right of the U.S.A. flag is the current flag of the State of Ten-
nessee, the last state to secede and the first state to be re-admitted following the war.  And the state 
with the  most volunteers to support the Union cause!  As the Pledge of Allegience ends, we are and for-
ever will be: “One nation under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all.” 

A Soldier and his Dog 
 
To the left is a picture of Camp Commander 
David McReynolds in a photo that appears 
to be straight from the pages of the Civil 
War.  Or maybe it’s really his ancestor, Cor-
porate Landon Lyon of the 13th Volunteer 
Cavalry, U.S.A.  It’s one of several pictures 
made  to include in a 19th century era com-
bination picture album/music box that he 
recently acquired that has a picture of James 
Garfield dressed in his Civil War splendor 
adorning its top.  The pictures were sized at 
approximately 4x6 inches on paper similar 
to that used during the period and then put 
on cardboard to ease in sliding into the al-
bum pages just like they would have been 
about 150 years ago.  The entire process was 
masterful! 
 
The photographer / artist was Gena 
Tussey of Station House Photography 
in Maryville.  You might remember that 
she did some great photos of our Memorial 
Day service at the gravesite of our camp 
namesake, Major Will McTeer.   
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Fourth in a Series—Biographies of our Ancestors 

The Union Ancestor of Richard Holmes 

Jeremiah Carter (Cotter) was born about 1840 in Skull, County 

Cork, Ireland. He emigrated to the United States in the late 

1850s first through New York and then on to Cincinnati, Ohio. 

In 1860, he moved to Memphis, Tennessee, most likely following 

opportunities for work. After  the war broke out, he went back to 

Cincinnati and enlisted in the United States Cavalry.  Through 

this enlistment, his name was probably changed from “Cotter” to 

“Carter”.  Jeremiah was illiterate, so when he enlisted in his Irish 

accent, it would sound like “Carter” to the ears of the  American 

who signed him up. He was then sent to Carlisle, Pennsylvania for 

cavalry training. In Carlisle, he was transferred to the artillery.  Jeremiah was assigned to Bat-

tery D,  2nd U.S. Artillery.   

 

At the First Battle of Bull Run, Jeremiah was thrown from his horse when it stumbled and 

busted his hip.  He only missed one campaign throughout the war due to this injury and he suf-

fered with its lasting effects the rest of his life. When President Lincoln gave the army an ex-

tended leave if they re-enlisted for the duration of the war, Jeremiah went back to Cincinnati 

and got married on Saint Patrick's Day 1864 to Catherine Kenney.  Jeremiah's enlistment 

ended in 1866.  

 

Jeremiah started his family in Cincinnati and worked as a cellar digger. His wife Catherine died 

in 1897 of a cerebral hemorrhage.  Jeremiah took his two remaining children (his other chil-

dren had died of disease) to the Ohio Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphanage Home in Xenia, Ohio.  

Because Jeremiah had to show his enlistment papers to the orphanage, and they had him as 

“Carter”, our family name has been “Carter” ever since.  

 

One child was my Great Grandfather, Ralph Peter Carter.  Jeremiah spent his older years in 

veterans’ homes. He died in the one in Washington where he is buried.  I am hoping one day to 

travel to Skull, Ireland to find his baptism record so I can get his actual birthday.  I would also 

like to get him a new military marker with his correct name.  Hoorah for the Grand Army of the 

Republic.! 

Above:  Richard Holmes at a 
recent Camp Mess meeting. 
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Also at the National Encampment in Richmond, it was voted to interpret the SUVCW charter 
to allow camps to be formed on foreign soil.  Our camp has some 10 members who live out-
side the United States, most of whom live in the United Kingdom.  Camp Secretary Doug 
Fidler has been a long time and steady advocate of this position and we congratulate him for 
never giving up on his quest.  Above left is a picture of members of the London Branch of 
U.S. Civil War Veterans meeting in the early part of the 20th century.  Above right is a mem-
ber of that organization, William Blazey,  who is the great grandfather of McTeer member 
and current U.K. resident Bill Simons. 

We always have a 
good time!  At the 
Camp Mess meeting 
on 11 August 2015, 
CJVC Steve Wallace 
ordered two desserts 
for his lunch!  Yes, 
that’s right—two des-
serts and nothing 
else.  And he got 
served first to boot!  
Our meetings are al-
ways filled with fra-
ternity toward each 
other and for the or-
der. 
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15 August 2015—Even in the rain, we man-
aged to have some fun and make some contacts 
at the East Tennessee History Fair held in 
Krutch Park in downtown Knoxville.  We 
handed out a number of United States flags to 
children and had several people express interest 
in our camp and our new auxiliary. 
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Our very own Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 to 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Cindy and Rachel McReynolds represented 
our  new auxiliary unit at the National En-
campment in Richmond, VA.  In the pictures 
starting in the upper left we see Cindy holding 
the new charter for Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 
of the Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War.  Next is Rachel holding up her 
membership certificate while posing with Na-
tional Secretary Tricia Bures.  In the upper 
right, National ASUVCW President Rachelle 
Campbell pins on Cindy’s membership badge 
as Rachel looks on.  And in the lower left is 
Rachel posing with John Grant Griffiths, the 
2nd great grandson of General Ulysses Simp-
son Grant.  It was a fun and great learning ex-
perience for both Rachel and Cindy and they 
look forward to working with the other char-
ter members in completing all of the organ-
izational details. 
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Calendar of Important Events 

Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at 
Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN starting at 
12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch meetings 
and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building 
upon the brotherhood of the order. 
 
21 September 2015 - 
Quarterly meeting to be held at Dead End BBQ starting at 6:30 
PM with dinner for those who want it.  We will follow with an 
educational program presented by Dr. Aaron Astor, Associate 
Professor of History at Maryville College based on his new book, 
The Civil War Along Tennessee’s Cumberland Plateau.  After 
that, we will have a short business meeting. 
 
7 November 2015 - 
We will hold our annual meeting on this football game away Sat-
urday at the East Tennessee History Center and Museum in 
downtown Knoxville in conjunction with the Lucinda Heatherly 
Tent #3 of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War and 
our own Polly Toole Auxiliary#17 of the Auxiliary to SUVCW.  
Tim Massey, member of the McTeer Camp, and noted historian 
will be the speaker. 
 
5 December 2015- 
Maryville Christmas Parade.  Our first parade needs to be 
really special.  Can’t wait!!  
 
20 February 2016- 
Department of Tennessee (with Mississippi and Alabama) An-
nual Encampment to be held in Memphis, Tennessee. 
 
21 March 2016- 
First camp quarterly meeting of 2016! 
 
11-13 August 2016- 
The 135th Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic to 
be held in Springfield, Illinois. 

Be sure and visit our 
Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for news of 
changes in time or 
place! 

And don’t forget Fort 
Dickerson Living 
History Weekend!  
We plan to be there on 
Saturday, 21 Novem-
ber 2015.  We need 
you to volunteer to help 
us man our tent.  
George Lane will be 
cooking his red beans 
and rice for the re-
enactors that night.  
The park and its access 
have been significantly 
upgraded since last year 
and it’s worth a new 
visit if you haven’t been. 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it to us for consideration. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites 
may be accessed by clicking 
“Depts. & Camps” on the 
national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer 
Camp No. 39.   
 
Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


