
 

by, Michael P. Downs, 
Department Com-
mander 
 
Wow, what a three 
days!  Our Depart-
ment of Tennessee, 
Alabama and Missis-
sippi did very well for 
themselves.  
 
The McTeer Camp 

Commander, Brother 
David McReynolds, 
was elected to the po-
sition of National 
(that’s right NA-
TIONAL) Treasurer.  
This is a great honor 
to and for David as 
he insisted that we 
campaign only on his 
excellent qualifica-
tions.  In the voting 

results, he garnered 
almost 70 (that’s cor-
rect 70) percent of 
the votes cast.  Two 
departments that 
need to be especially 
recognized for their 
strong support of 
David are the De-
partments of Indiana 
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

Notes from the Springfield (IL) 
National Encampment 

Department Commander Mike Downs accepts the U.S. 
Grant Cup from Commandeer-in-Chief Eugene Mortorff at 
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and Missouri. I must also thank the Department of California & the Pacific for defer-
ring to us in the nomination process which allowed us to nominate David first.  Again, 
congratulations David! 
 
The Department was recognized, once again, for its continued growth.  In the year 
2015-2016, the department grew 20 percent .  We have now carried off the Grant Cup 
for greatest percentage growth for the second year in a row.   
 
The Sultana Camp #1 newsletter was recognized as the best overall in the Sons thus 
receiving the Marshall Hope Award.  Way to go Brother Concon!!!   

 
Brothers Gary Burke and Darrell Ball 
from the Fort Donelson Camp #62 
each received a Certificate of Recog-
nition from our National Com-
mander-in-Chief for all of their work 
in developing the history of the 
United States Colored Troops. 
 
And Brother Doug Fidler received 
the Cornelius Whitehouse Award as 
the outstanding Son, can you imag-
ine that, the Outstanding Son, 
what a great honor.   
 
Finally,the camp that Doug played 
such an important role in bringing 
into existence, the Ensign John Davis 
Camp #10 was awarded the Joseph 
S. Ripley Award for outstanding new 
camp.  Now if only I can figure out a 
way of getting to London to help 
them celebrate all of their persistent 
and hard work. 
 
David and I attended the traditional 

Camp Fire event on Friday night and 
presented gifts from the Department to 
the outgoing SUVCW Commander-in-
Chief and the President of the Auxil-
iary.   

 
And finally it rained, and rained and rained; but we all had a good time, got our busi-
ness completed at the National level, stayed in a very comfortable venue, the Abraham 

Above is Darwin Concon, editor of the Camp 
Sultana No. 1 Newsletter, receiving the Mar-
shall Hope Award from Commander-in-Chief 
Eugene Mororff. 
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Lincoln Hotel while Carol and I celebrated our 47th wedding anniversary over the 
weekend.  
 
Thank you brothers for the support you have given me as Department Commander 
over the last year and a half.   Please don’t forget about the Central Region Association 
meeting coming up on September 30th and October 1st that will be held in the cities of 
Franklin and Nashville. If you have never been to a regional association meeting, now 
is a great time to see what the CRA is all about.  There are only two region associations 
left in the SUVCW.  It’s a great way for closely located departments to get together and 
discuss common issues faced in their local areas. 
 

***** 

Above is Doug Fidler receiving the Cornelius Whitehouse Award as the Most Out-
stand Son in the entire SUVCW for the year 2015—2016! 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
At the National Encampment, I had the great honor of being elected National Treasurer of the 
SUVCW.  Above is a photo taken of most of the  National Officers either elected or appointed for 
the year 2016—2017, or at least as most of them that could be rounded up at the time.  This is 
the group of gentlemen who will lead our organization over the next year.  They represent the 
best of our organization.  Again, I am humbled and honored to be among them. 
 
On the following page is a biography of our new Commander-in-Chief, Donald L. Martin.  Hope-
fully, this will make it easier to relate to our leader from long distance. 
 
Finally, I also just want to say that I am also honored to continue to serve out my term as Camp 
Commander.  I don’t know how I could get by without the support that I routinely receive from 
all of you. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
David McReynolds, Camp Commander and National Treasurer, SUVCW 
 

From the Commander 
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Commander-in-Chief (2016 – 2017) 

 

The 135th National Encampment in Springfield, Illinois, the Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War elected Donald L. Martin of Chillicothe, Ohio as their 135th Commander-in-Chief 

on 13 August 2016. He is the 4th Commander in Chief from Sergeant Richard Enderlin Camp 

#73. 

Don, the son of Jack and Della Martin, grew up north of Dayton in Pleasant Hill, Ohio, in a 

family of carpenters and began learning the trade during the summers of High School and 

College. He graduated from Miami University where he played on the Miami Lacrosse Club. 

In 1983 he began 9 years of service in the United States Air Force. He flew as a Loadmaster 

on the C-130 Hercules cargo aircraft and later worked in administration. Missions took him 

to various locations worldwide and to many of the early warning radar sites in Alaska. Sta-

tioned in Arkansas and Alaska he was Honorably Discharged in 1992. 

Following his Air Force service, Commander Martin worked in the construction industry in 

Ohio and as a carpenter for the Department of Defense in North Carolina. There he com-

pleted coursework to receive a teaching certification in Science and Social Studies. 

Employed by Waverly City Schools since 1998, he has taught 9th grade World Studies, Gen-

eral Science, Environmental Science and has returned to US History this school year. Upon 

completing his Master’s Degree from the University of Rio Grande, Commander Martin was 

hired as a University mentor and part time instructor in their graduate program. He trav-

eled in 2005 with a team of teachers to China’s University of Bao Ji to conduct an education 

Continues on following page 

http://www.suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/CinC.jpg
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work shop. 

The Transatlantic Outreach Program of Germany and The Korean Foundation both chose 

Commander Martin in 2008 to participate in their educator programs. Each lasting about 

two-weeks, the first sponsored a study tour of Germany and the second, a study tour of South 

Korea and brief entrance into North Korea while touring the DMZ. Chosen a Fulbright 

Scholar in 2010, he participated in the 26 day Seminar Abroad Program in Brazil. Selected as 

a National Endowment of the Humanities Scholar in 2015 and 2014, Commander Martin at-

tended 8 day workshops in Montana and Colorado. 

Commander in Chief Martin joined the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War in 1998. He 

served as Camp Commander for 4 years and is still the Camp Patriotic Instructor. For the 

Department of Ohio he served as Junior and Senior Vice Commander and was elected De-

partment Commander in 2011. 

At the National level Commander Martin has served as Guide (2009); National Patriotic In-

structor (2009-11); Counsel of Administration (2011-14); Life Membership Committee (2011-

12); Civil War Memorial Grant Committee (2012-14) (Chair 2013-14); Regulation Committee 

Aide (2013-14); Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief (2014-15); Senior Vice Commander-in-

Chief (2015-16); Programs and Policies Committee Chair (2015-16); National Military Affairs 

Committee (2011-present);and on the Constitution and Regulation Committee (2013-2016). 

His membership in the SUVCW is based on his Great, Great, Great, Grandfathers Private 

Daniel Mote of Company B, 110th OVVI and Englishman Captain James Sowry. Captain 

Sowry, a Veteran of the British Army’s Seventh Regiment, English Grenadiers and the Mexi-

can War, served in Company E, of the 48th OVVI and his brother, Corporal William Sowry 

served in Company E, 118th OVVI.   

Wife Sherry, a native of Los Angeles, and Commander Martin were married while both 

served on active duty at Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, in 1984. Daughter Jennifer 

lives in Chillicothe with her children, Allison, William, and Alyssa. Son Brother Dustin re-

sides in Boston, Massachusetts. 

Source:    http://www.suvcw.org/?page_id=2228  (National Web Site) 

***** 
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Continues on following two pages 
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More Memories from the National Encampment 
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Our very own Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 to 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Being only six members strong, the Auxiliary is still in its formative stage.  All members’ 
spouses are eligible to join with or without lineage to a Civil War Union Veteran.   So, the 
Auxiliary hopes to generate more interest and support, both within and without our 
Camp membership. 
 
Cindy McReynolds, Auxiliary President, and Rachel McReynolds represented the Polly 
Toole Auxiliary No. 17 at the National Encampment.  And we’ve had a lot of participation 
by the Auxiliary members in Camp activities.   
 
At the event on 24 July 2016 celebrating the 150th anniversary of the re-admission of 
Tennessee into the Union following the Civil War, we had 5 of the 6 members in atten-
dance.  And Amy Fitzsimons, who now lives in Belfast, Northern Ireland, provided some 
very special music for the event.  As did her son, McTeer Junior Member Paddy Fitzsi-
mons. 
 
Again, despite their small numbers, the Auxiliary has provided a lot of support to our 
Camp.  The Camp helped the Auxiliary on 8 September 2016 with $50 to pay the IRS its 
fee for a required new filing by 501(c)(4) organizations. 
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The East Tennessee History Fair at Krutch Park in downtown 
Knoxville, TN on  Saturday, 20 August 2016.  As usual, we 
had a good time and met many potential new recruits! 

Camp Commander David 
McReynolds was very active at 
the history fair.  He caught up 
with good friend William  
“Dewey” Beard who delivered the 
beautiful benediction in song at 
the Sultana monument re-
dedication.  He also tried to 
make some new friends with the 
Confederates next door to our 
tent.   And, he spent his share of 
time manning the table and talk-
ing to guests about the Sons of 
Union Veterans and about what 
our Camp is all about. 
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To the right are A. B. 
and Jason McTeer, 
collateral descen-
dants of Camp name-
sake Major William 
McTeer.  They have 
become mainstays at 
all of our events, 
helping get us set up 
and spending their 
time. 

The History Fair had so much 
going this year.  Our local 1860s 
rules baseball team was repre-
sented.  The musical entertain-
ment was fantastic and covered 
a wide range of time periods and 
styles of music.  Above is a Dix-
ieland group that was out of this 
world good.   
 
To the right is Calvin Chappelle 
and the Mabry Fifes and Drums.  
This time it was three fifes and 
one drum.  Hopefully, we can 
get this group at one of our 
events soon! 
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In Memoriam 
 

 

 

Brother David Lee Reich, a member of the Major William A. 

McTeer Camp No. 39, SUVCW, passed away last Monday (Labor 

Day) at Good Shepherd Hospice in Auburndale, Florida following 

a series of debilitating stokes.  He went peacefully.  Bro. Reich 

was born in Orlando, Florida on November 25, 1930. He held a 

Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degree. He served during the Ko-

rean War for the Officers Command Staff. He was honored with 

recognition and support of local and national veteran's associa-

tions.  Bro. Reich was 85 years old. 

 

Bro. Reich was Lakeland, Florida’s City Librarian from 1983 to 

1999. His other library administrative positions included Com-

missioner of Libraries for the City of Chicago, Executive Director 

of the New England Library Board, Director of the Board of Li-

brary Commissioners for the State of Massachusetts and several 

colleges. He taught at the junior high school, college and gradu-

ate school levels.  

 

Bro. Reich is survived by his son, McTeer Camp Member Robert 

Reich of Knoxville, Tennessee; one grandson and sister, Betty 

Harper of Lakeland, Florida.  

 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
September 2016 

Page  16 

Real Son to be Initiated at  

September Quarterly Meeting 

At our September 18th Quarterly Meeting, we will have the exceptional opportunity to 
conduct the initiation rights for a Real Son of a Union veteran of the Civil War.  His 
name is John Wilson Oliver, Jr.  I first met him at the Blue and Gray Reunion and 
Freedom Jubilee Banquet on 1 May 2015.  At the time, I asked him if he wanted to join 
our Camp, but he told me it wasn’t really important to him at that time—he just liked 
meeting people and talking about his father and enjoying new experiences.  I kept in 
touch with him and his friends and family.  At the East Tennessee History Fair, a fam-
ily member approached me and asked if he could still join.  I jumped at the chance and 
pointed him to the web site.  Very soon, I received Mr. Oliver’s application and proof of 
ancestry and his father’s proof of service.  We hope to make this a special ceremony.  
Mr. Oliver really doesn’t realize how special this is for us.  He just wants to come meet 
us and share more of his life experiences with new people..  Don’t miss this special 
meeting! 
 

-David McReynolds 
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Calendar of Important Events 

 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at 
Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville, TN starting at 
12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch meetings 
and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building 
upon the brotherhood of the order.  The September meeting is on 
13 September 2016 and the October meeting is on 11 October 
2016. 
 
18 September 2016:  Third quarterly meeting of 2016!  At 
the East Tennessee History Center in Knoxville. 
 
30 September—1 October 2016:  Central Region Associa-
tion of the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic 
Annual Meeting.  The first time that the Department of Ten-
nessee has hosted.  Hotel arrangements have been made with 
the Comfort Inn in Franklin, TN.  Meetings will be held at Fort 
Negley in Nashville.   
 
1 November 2016:  Veterans’ Day.  Participation in local 
event at Blount County Courthouse. 
 
11-13 November 2016:  Fort Dickerson Living History Days. 
 
20 November 2016:  Annual Encampment. 
 
10 December 2016:  Blount County Jaycees Christmas Pa-
rade. 
 
17 December 2016:  Wreaths Across America at Knoxville 
National Cemetery. 
 
 
 

Be sure and visit our 
Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  
There is a page with a 
complete Calendar of 
Events that is updated 
regularly.  Check back 
often for news of 
changes in time or 
place! 

And don’t forget Fort 
Dickerson Living 
History Weekend!  
We plan to be there on 
Saturday, 12 Novem-
ber 2016.  We need 
you to volunteer to help 
us man our tent.  The 
park and its access have 
been significantly up-
graded  and it’s worth a 
new visit if you haven’t 
been lately. 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

 It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a 
brother or sister of the person who served.   

 Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

 Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

 One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

 Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it to us for consideration. 

 Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

 Or, simply contact our Camp Secretary Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This method is 
likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

How to Join the SUVCW 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp websites may be 
accessed by clicking “Depts. & Camps” 
on the national website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
SUVCW—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp 
No. 39.   
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 


