
 

 
by, David  
McReynolds 
 
This year, our Na-
tional Encampment 
was held in Lansing, 
Michigan, based very 
conveniently at the 
Radisson Hotel 
downtown.  Not only 
did we have very nice 
hotel accommoda-
tions at an economi-
cal rate,  but also 
many restaurants and 
historical sites of in-
terest well within 
walking distance of 
the hotel. 
 
Our camp was repre-
sented by current De-
partment Command-
er and National 
Treasurer David 
McReynolds, current 
camp Junior Vice 
Commander Doug 
Fidler and dual mem-
ber and James Gar-
field Camp Com-
mander Tim McCoy.  
Other representatives 
from the department 
included Carl Addi-
son, Roger Tenney, 
John Sims and Dar-

win Concon. 
 
Representing the Pol-
ly Toole Auxiliary 
were Cindy and Ra-
chel McReynolds as 
at-large delegates. 
 
The trip up was une-
ventful as we took our 
time stopping in both 
Kentucky and Ohio 

before arriving in 
Lansing.  And, kudos 
to the hotel for a very 
smooth check-in as 
compared to my per-
sonal experience the 
last two years. 
 
We arrived on 
Wednesday evening 
and spent a very nice 
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M a j o r  W i l l i a m  A n d e r s o n  M c T e e r  C a m p  N o .  3 9  

  S o n s  o f  U n i o n  V e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W a r   

M a r y v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e  

W i n n e r  o f  t h e  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n  

C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f ’ s  A w a r d  

Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

The 136th National Encampment of the 
SUVCW and the Allied Orders 

Pictured above is the Tennessee Delegation to 
the National Encampment.  Seated in front are 
Darwin Concon and David McReynolds.  In 
back left to right are Carl Addison, Roger Ten-
ney, John Sims and Doug Fidler. 
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couple of hours in the hotel bar/restaurant.  The next day, I had intended to join the tour but decid-
ed against it due to the fact that we would have to follow by car and Cindy just didn’t feel up to the 
drive and by the afternoon, I was looking for a nap.  So, we looked around a little at sites close to the 
hotel and found an interesting spot for lunch—an authentic Mexican restaurant with some very dif-
ferent twists.  Being a big fan of Los Amigos Mexican Restaurant in Maryville, I was very skeptical 
but found the food very good and enjoyed it very much. 
 
Friday started the business of the Encampment and there were many things on the agenda.  Being 
my fifth National Encampment, I thought that this year’s discussion really showed off the order’s 
ideal of Fraternity.  While there were significantly varying positions on issues, the discussion was 
never heated and when decisions were made, the will of the majority was accepted in friendly fash-
ion. 
 
There were many changes made to the Constitution and Regulations, much of which was directed at 
making some of the tax issues a little easier for the camps and departments and to establish respon-
sibility for certain important duties.  I was very happy talking to everyone about the success we had 
in obtaining 501(c)3  status for the National Organization. 
 
We also debated changes to our policy statement on monuments and flags which is included in this 
newsletter.  The incidents at Charlottesville, VA came on Saturday and many of us were learning 
about them at the banquet on Saturday evening.  With the diverse opinions in our organization, we 
were able to come together in a consensus statement.  It is so sad that the extremists on both sides 
of these issues can not refrain from violence.  We all love the right of free speech guaranteed by our 
constitution, but violence is not free speech but only hate. 
 
While there was much business conducted on Friday and Saturday,  there were also many awards 
presented.  And our camp and department were honored to receive recognition once again at the 
national level. 
 
First to be recognized was Mike Downs, who was not in attendance for the first time in several years 
due to the health issues he has been fighting.  Mike was honored with a Meritorious Service Award 
for his service the past two years as Commander for the Department of Tennessee, setting stand-
ards for others to follow and in so doing bringing special distinction to the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War keeping green the memory of the Boys who wore the Blue. 
 
For what we think is the ninth year in a row, Doug Fidler received a National Aide Award which rec-
ognizes those Brothers who recruit at least five new members to the organization over the past year.  
There were two questions that kept being asked—how does the Department of Ohio recruit so many 
new members and how does Doug Fidler do it year after year at the Department of Tennessee. 
 
Finally, I was humbled to receive a Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star.  This award is made 
by the Commander-in-Chief with the consent of the Council of Administration.  Somehow, they vot-
ed to approve the award without my finding out despite the fact that I’m on all the e-mail strings 
and I have access to the Electronic Boardroom.  The citation reads “he has shown what it means to 
live the ideals of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, working unselfishly to instill a new spirit within 
his home camp, Department and the National Order.  The actions, ability, initiative, and dedication 
of Brother McReynolds reflect great credit upon himself, the Department of Tennessee and the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War.”  I love being a part of the SUVCW and hope that I will be able 
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to give many more years of service to this great organi-
zation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the way home, we stopped at Troy, OH.  While there, the fire alarms all went off at once likely 
due to someone smoking in one of the rooms—it was an entirely “non-smoking” hotel.  While in an 
accessible room, it was not on the ground floor, so I was “rescued” by the firemen who responded.  
After a few minutes outside, the all clear was given and we were allowed back in our rooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-17 Commander-in-Chief presents Nation-
al Treasurer and current Department of Ten-
nessee Commander David McReynolds with the 
Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star.  A 
surprising end to a very eventful Encampment. 
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East Tennessee History Fair A 
Great Success 

Members of our own Major William 

A. McTeer Camp No. 39 of the Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War 

(SUVCW) based in Maryville, TN participat-

ed in the East Tennessee History Fair spon-

sored by the East Tennessee Historical Soci-

ety at Krutch Park in Knoxville, TN on Sat-

urday, August 19, 2017.  It was a beautiful 

day and the turnout was tremendous.  The 

Fair, over the years, has steadily grown, and 

now attracts several thousand people to 

downtown Knoxville each year.  This year’s 

crowd was estimated to exceed 10,000. 

 

The Camp manned a table that that included 

information about the history of East Ten-

nessee during the Civil War as well as infor-

mation about the Camp and the many activi-

ties it does to support the memory of those 

who served to protect and preserve the Un-

ion during those troubled times in American 

history.  Many stopped by to talk about their 

own family history and how, in many occa-

sions, they had ancestors on both sides of 

the conflict.  It was a fun and interesting day 

for the members of the Camp interacting 

with so many people that were seriously in-

terested in history. 

 

Attending from the Camp were Camp Com-

mander Max Renfro, National Treasurer 

and Department of Tennessee Commander 

David McReynolds, Camp Junior Vice Com-

mander Doug Fidler, and collateral descend-

ants of the Camp’s namesake A. B. and Jason 

McTeer.   

 

Camp member George Lane was also in at-

tendance dressed in Revolutionary War mili-

tia attire and actively participating in another 

part of the Fair.   

 

Also, Polly Toole Auxiliary No. 17 President 

Cindy McReynolds was in attendance and ac-

tively participated at our table representing 

her organization interacting with the many 

attendees. 
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From the Book Rack by Mike Downs 
 
In our times of seemingly endless un-

truths, prevarications and outright lies by 

the politicians running our country, it is 

pleasant to read about an individual that 

held his personal honor as a guide during 

his military career and life overall.  That 

man was Union General Montgomery C. 

Meigs, the Quartermaster General of the 

Union armies during the Civil War.   

 

In a rather short book titled The Quarter-

master – Montgomery C. Meigs – Lin-

coln’s General – Master Builder of the Un-

ion Army by Robert O’Harrow Jr., the au-

thor writes about the man’s exceptional 

life which was guided by his own strong 

moral compass. He was graduated from 

West Point as an engineer and began his 

military career building forts for the Army 

and working on improving navigation on 

the Mississippi River while serving under 

the command of Robert E. Lee.  

 

When the water supply of Washington D. 

C. became so contaminated that people were actually dying from drinking it, he was 

placed in charge of designing an aqueduct system to bring fresh water to the Capital. 

Of note is that a curious explorer can still find some of these sources of fresh water in 

use and bearing a plaque with Meigs’ name and the year they were dedicated.   

 

As a soldier during the war with Mexico he missed out in the fighting while 

serving at other posts from 1846 through 1848. Additionally Meigs found himself un-

comfortable with the aggressive way President Polk led the country into the conflict. A 

few years later, Meigs was placed in charge of the renovation of the Capitol building 

which led to the iconic structure that we know today. 

 

During our Civil War, General Meigs was asked to take command of the Quar-

termaster General’s position which soon led him into conflict with the Secretary of 
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War, Simon Cameron. The President had placed Cameron in that powerful position 

as a payback for his early support of Lincoln in his drive for the presidential nomina-

tion by the Republican Party and his delivering the state of Pennsylvania in the fall 

general election.  However, in short order, Cameron soon found himself in legal trou-

ble for receiving kickbacks from numerous suppliers of goods to the army which 

forced Lincoln to find a new position for him as ambassador to Russia. With Edwin 

Stanton now running the War Department, Meigs became recognized for his honesty 

and hard work and soon had a steady supply of goods and arms going to the Union 

forces as they slowly but steadily beat back the Confederate armies.  

 

A good example of his dedication to duty is illustrated during his trip to Chat-

tanooga, Tennessee when the Army of the Cumberland was besieged within that city 

by the Army of Tennessee led by Confederate General Braxton Bragg.  The trip was 

very dangerous and exposed him to hostile fire but he wanted to see how General 

Rosecrans and his troops were handling the situation.  What he found was rather 

surprising in that he came to believe that the Assistant Secretary of War, Richard Da-

na, was overstating the dire straits of the army while Secretary of War Stanton was 

using these misleading reports to push for Rosecrans’ removal, while replacing him 

with U. S. Grant. 

 

The General and his wife, Louisa Meigs, additionally paid the ultimate price 

when their son, John Rogers Meigs, was killed-in-action while fighting with the Un-

ion forces commanded by Phillip Sheridan, in 1864. By that year, the extremely large 

number of causalities from General Grant’s “overland campaign” required the need 

of some type of new burial ground.  With General Meigs placed in charge of finding 

one, he designed what became known as Arlington National Military Cemetery on 

the plantation of Robert E. Lee’s wife, Mary Custis, where her beautiful ancestral 

home looks down on the Potomac River. 

 

The hard facts of the book include that it is only 245 pages long with 38 pages 

of notes, a very good index but no bibliography. It was published by Simon & Schus-

ter, which is located in New York City, in 2016. The author was a reporter for the 

Washington Post and I found his writing led to an easy read while keeping you fo-

cused on the General’s life. If you are interested in one of the key reasons why the 

Union forces were successful in the field, this is a must read while also an excellent 

study into a life well lived. As usual, if the book seems interesting to you, it is availa-

ble for a short term loan. 
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DEPARTMENT ENCAMPMENT COMING UP IN APRIL 2018 
 
Before you know it, the time will be upon us for the Annual Encampment for our Department.  
We want to make this event something every member in our Department “wants” to attend 
and can attend.  Pre-registration has started and includes many options for the attendee.  On 
the next page is a pre-registration form.  Those who pre-register by October 31st will receive a 
very special gift in addition to a gift that will be given to all who pre-register.  Because we are 
planning a special encampment, we will ask for everyone to send in their pre-registration as 
soon as possible so planning may proceed in a timely fashion. 
 
The host hotel is the Courtyard by Marriott conveniently located just off Alcoa/Airport High-
way at 141 Furrow Way, Alcoa, TN 37701.  The rate is $99 per night but we encourage you to 
check www.marrriott.com as specials come up routinely.  The rate will be good both Friday 
and Saturday nights for those coming in from far distances.  As such, members may stay at the 
hotel either Friday or Saturday or both nights as they so choose. 
 
The McTeer Camp will host a “Welcome Party” on Friday evening at the host hotel.  It will be a 
chance to start off the weekend with a good dose of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty – getting to 
know one another and sharing clever ideas about the SUVCW, our Camps and our Depart-
ment.  
 
We plan to have the business meeting, election of officers and lunch at the nearby air force 
base with the hope that we can be finished early in the afternoon so that we may depart from 
our host hotel for an approximately three-hour guided bus tour of local Union Civil War sites.  
Included will be the recently redone Fort Dickerson park, the Knoxville National Cemetery, a 
drive-through of the Fort Sanders area and many other meaningful sites.  We want as many as 
possible to participate and we will be gathering a small fee ($15 for those who pre-register by 
November 30th). 
 
Our speaker and tour guide is Aaron Astor, Ph.D.,  who is Associate Professor of History at 
Maryville College in Maryville, Tennessee. He is the author of the book, Rebels on the Border: 
Civil War, Emancipation and the Reconstruction of Kentucky and Missouri, 1860-1872, pub-
lished in 2012 and The Civil War Along Tennessee’s Cumberland Plateau released in May 
2015.  He has also written eleven articles for the award-winning New York 
Times Disunion series, addressing such topics as guerrilla warfare, battles and campaigns in 
the Western Theater, popular politics, emancipation and race, and regional identity in the Ap-
palachian South.  He is currently working on a book project that explores the 1860 Presiden-
tial election as a grassroots phenomenon from the perspective of four distinct American com-
munities. At Maryville College, Dr. Astor teaches a variety of courses on United States history, 
from Colonial America to the present.   He also participates in numerous historic preservation 
groups across Tennessee, including serving on the Board of the Tennessee Civil War Preserva-
tion Association and the East Tennessee Civil War Alliance. 
 
We also have some really great Early Bird Special pricing on pre-registrations including the 
Meeting/Tour/Banquet at only $49 per person and the Meeting/Tour at only $21 person.  
This pricing is only good for pre-registrations received by 31 October 2017! 
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Gary Burke is a member 
of the Fort Donelson 
Camp No. 62 in Nash-
ville, TN.  You might re-
member him reciting a 
couple of his poems, in-
cluding this one, at our 
Department Encamp-
ment a couple of years 
ago. 



 

Fort Negley, a true 
Nashville historical 
landmark, is being 
threatened by the 
lure of private de-
velopment to the 
City of Nashville.  
When it is lost, it 
will be lost forever.  
Anything you might 
choose to do as a 
private citizen to 
support the efforts 
to preserve this park 
would be appreciat-
ed!! - The Editor 
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Dear Brothers,  
 
It has become very troubling to me with everything that has occurred in 
our country over the last month concerning Confederate Civil War  
monuments. Of course this issue is not new, it is an issue that has been 
brewing for some time. In my opinion, it is really a faux issue that has 
reared its ugly head due to our current deep political divide that has  
developed in our country over the past decade.  
 
When it comes to Confederate monuments, how and where they should 
be displayed, I have no answers or wisdom to share. I do believe that the 
American Civil War is an important time in the history of our country 
and should never be forgotten. Although the Civil War was a very dark 
period of deep divide in America, it should be looked at as a shining mo-
ment because of the efforts soldiers of the Grand Army of the Republic 

made in order to preserve the Union. Without the efforts of the GAR, the world would have been 
changed forever. Had our country not been reunited, the United States would not be the great country it 
is now and most likely would have had very dramatic effects on World War I and World War II out-
comes, along with what is happening in our world today. 
 
The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War is a very important organization to help this nation remem-
ber how important our forefathers were in keeping the United States of America as one country, united 
and the greatest nation the world has ever known. Let us never forget what the Major William A. 
McTeer Camp No. 39 is about.  Lest we forget! 
 
 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
 

Max Renfro 
 
 
Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 

Members of the McTeer Camp holding a 35 star flag 
representing one flown during the Civil War in memory 
of the many boys in blue who gave their lives to pre-
serve the Union. 
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PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
“The power of noble deeds is to be preserved and passed on to the future", as stated by 
Joshua Chamberlain sums up what we, as the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(SUVCW), partially put forth as our mission as stated in our Constitution and Regula-
tions.  We need to preserve our history based on documented “truthfulness.”  As an or-
ganization, we need to educate the public about the War of Rebellion based on facts and 
not revisionist versions or political correctness.  
 
Brother Tim McCoy (a dual member of our McTeer Camp) demonstrated this well at the 
Headstone Dedication of a black soldier, Corporal Butler, in Baltimore, Maryland.  Here 
is an excerpt from the Baltimore Sun: "He was well aware that the war was prompted by 
the issue of slavery," McCoy said, according to a prepared text of his remarks. And, as an 
African-American, he surely knew that the war's outcome would determine whether an 
immoral institution that enslaved people like him would continue to exist in the United 
States."  
 
This truthful statement was offensive to some of the Sons of Confederate Veterans who 
were present that day as the Color Guard turned their backs on Brother McCoy.  The 
McTeer Camp gives Brother McCoy one loud Huzzah in carrying out our mission to pre-
serve our history based on facts and truthfulness.  I personally wrote a note to Brother 
McCoy supporting him in his actions that day.  I also know that the actions of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans that day do not reflect the values of most of its members. 
 
Everyone in our organization needs to follow this example and continue to educate the 
public on Civil War history.  Brother Ben Hawley stated in the same article: "The Civil 
War is over, we celebrate our Ancestors."  Our ancestors, on both sides of a bloody and 
awful conflict, were brave men and most of the men who fought for the South were poor 
and had no slaves.  But they followed their leaders into a war that truly had no just cause.  
Those brave men who wore the blue fought to preserve the Union in a divided nation 
among very troubled times. 
 
We not only celebrate our ancestors, but perpetuate their memories by giving a true and 
accurate account of our history based on facts.  What Brothers Tim McCoy and Ben Haw-
ley demonstrated that day in Baltimore is showing the courage to speak up and present 
history factually and to promote patriotism in the Country they love so much.  Let us all 
continue to promote the American Flag, the preservation of History, and Patriotism in 
our Country as the Boys in Blue and the Grand Army of the Republic did before us.  Lest 
we forget. 
 

Adapted from National Patriotic Instructor Jeffrey French’s August 2017 Patriotic In-
struction by the Editor. 
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2017 Calendar 
The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 is based in Maryville, Tennessee and serves a 

broad geographic area from Athens, Tennessee in the south to the Tri-Cities in the north, in-

cluding the Knoxville metropolitan area.  The camp holds a monthly Camp Mess meeting the 

second Tuesday of each month at the Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant in Maryville.  It also 

holds three quarterly educational meetings and an Annual Encampment at various locations in 

Knox and Blount County.  All who are interested in Civil War history and honoring those who 

served to preserve the Union, whether they have a direct ancestor or not, are welcome to join.   

Information and an application to join may be found on the camp’s web site, 

www.mcteer39.org.  The camp was honored to have received the 2014-2015 Abraham Lin-

coln Commander-in-Chief’s Award as the Most Outstanding Camp in the SUVCW. 

 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Calhoun’s on the Creek Res-

taurant in Maryville, TN starting at 12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch 

meetings and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building upon the brother-

hood of the order.   
 
 

24 September Quarterly Meeting, 2 p.m. 
    East Tennessee History Center 
    Gay Street 
    Knoxville, Tennessee 
    We need a really great attendance! 
 
7 October  Induction ceremony for 96 year old WWII 
    hero Clint Riddle with presentation of  
    medals.  Also headstone dedication  
    ceremony for his Civil War ancestor  
    complete with Boy Scout color guard and 
    bugler.  We need everyone to attend. 
 
Fall (Date TBA) Ceremony at new Veterans Memorial at 
     Blount County Courthouse to honor all 
     Blount County Veterans 
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2017 Calendar 

Be sure and visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  Updates are posted on the 
web site as more information comes in. 

 
10 October  Camp Mess 
 
11 November  Veterans Day 
 
28 October             Fort Dickerson Living History Day 
 
14 November Camp Mess 
 
TBA    Annual Encampment 
 
9 December  Maryville/Alcoa Jaycees Christmas Parade 
 
12 December  Camp Mess 
 
16 December  Wreaths Across America 
 
6-7 April, 2018 Department Encampment, Knoxville 
 
 

***** 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

• It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a broth-
er or sister of the person who served.   

• Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

• Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

• One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

• Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

• Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

• Or, simply contact our Junior  Vice Commander Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This 
method is likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp web sites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


