
 

Major William A. 
McTeer Camp No. 39 
of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil 
War (SUVCW) mem-
ber and Department 
of Tennessee Com-
mander David 
McReynolds recently 
attended Remem-
brance Day activities 
in Gettysburg, PA 
with his spouse and 
Polly Toole Auxiliary 
President Cindy 
McReynolds. 
 
Every year, upon the 
anniversary of the 
day President Abra-
ham Lincoln deliv-
ered his “Gettysburg 
Address” on Novem-
ber 19, 1863 to offi-
cially dedicate Sol-
diers’ National Ceme-
tery, a number of 
events sponsored by 
the Sons of Veterans 
Reserve (SVR), the 
“military” depart-
ment of the SUVCW, 
take place.   
 
Five big events are 
normally a part of the 
celebration including 
a ceremony at the 

Woolson Memorial in 
the Gettysburg Na-
tional Park, a Military 
Parade in downtown 
Gettysburg, an 
“illumination” of the 
graves at the National 
Cemetery, a formal 
Civil War Era Ball, 
and a re-enactment of 
Lincoln’s speech at 
the National Ceme-
tery. 
 
The weekend already 
had dark clouds over-
head when what was 
described as a 
“credible threat” to 

the parade was re-
ceived by the local 
newspaper.  As a re-
sult, there were secu-
rity concerns that 
needed to be ad-
dressed by local, 
state and federal au-
thorities.  Everyone 
kept calm, but a 
careful and experi-
enced approach to 
the weekend’s activi-
ties was taken by the 
expert law enforce-
ment officials in-
volved.  The SVR de-
cided not to cancel 
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

Remembrance Day 2017 Goes Off 
Despite Threat and Security Concerns 
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the parade or any other activity because of the threat made.  However, there were changes made to 
the parade route and, of course, significant extra security added.  There were also briefings for the 
parade participants on what best to do if something happened during the parade. 
 
In addition to the dark clouds of someone making a threat to the parade and its participants, Satur-
day, November 18th, the day of most of the events, turned out to be a cold, windy day with very 
heavy and steady rain.  Even that did nothing to change the events, except for the illumination of 
the graves, which simply could not be done in the wind and rain. 
 
First was the ceremony at the Woolson Memorial.  Albert Woolson was born on February 11, 1847, 
and went to war as a drummer boy at the age of 17. He died on August 2, 1956 at the age of 109. He 
was the last official survivor of the over 2 million men who served the United States in the Civil War 
and who were members of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), the predecessor organization to 
the SUVCW. 

 
The parade, sponsored by the SVR, went 
off without a hitch.  It was a little smaller 
than in recent years, likely because of the 
threat, but it still attracted many partici-
pants, including those in Confederate at-
tire and carrying the Rebel battle flag.  
There were many moments where de-
scendants of both Union and Confederate 
ancestors paid their respects to one anoth-
er while marching in the parade. 
 
That night there was a formal Civil War 
Ball, also sponsored by the SVR, held at 
the Eisenhower Inn in Gettysburg.  This 
hotel complex was built near the Eisen-
hower farm, which is another tourist at-
traction that should not be missed when 
visiting Gettysburg.   
 
Col. and Mrs. McReynolds made their for-
mal entrance to the Ball around 8 p.m.  
Even though they could not actively par-
ticipate in the dances, they enjoyed watch-
ing their friends being led through the 

steps of actual dances that would have been a part of a Civil War era ball.  Music for the ball was 
performed by the Philadelphia Brigade Band and dance instruction was given by the Victorian 
Dance Ensemble Performing Troupe of the Civil War Dance Foundation. 
 
At 10:00 a.m. on November 19th, the events to celebrate the dedication of Soldiers’ National Ceme-
tery began with a wreath-laying ceremony, followed by the Dedication Day Program at 10:30 a.m. at 
the rostrum in the Soldiers' National Cemetery, Gettysburg National Military Park. Lincoln portray-
er George Buss recited the Gettysburg Address and the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service 
held a naturalization ceremony for citizen candidates. It was a very moving and patriotic service. 
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Renowned Abraham Lincoln Scholar 
Harold Holzer presented the Keynote 
Address. Holzer currently serves as the 
Jonathan F. Fanton Director of Hunter 
College's Roosevelt House Public Policy 
Institute and has authored, co-
authored, or edited 52 books. Holzer 
recently received the prestigious 2017 
Empire State Archives and History 
Award from the New York State Ar-
chives Partnership Trust. His latest ma-
jor book, Lincoln and the Power of the 
Press: The War for Public Opinion, 
won the Lincoln Prize in 2015. In addi-
tion, Holzer has written more than 560 
articles and reviews for both popular 
magazines and scholarly journals, in-
cluding Smithsonian, Life Magazine, 
and American Heritage. Holzer served 
for six years (2010–2016) as Chairman 
of The Lincoln Bicentennial Founda-
tion. For the previous 10 years he co-
chaired the U.S. Abraham Lincoln Bi-
centennial Commission, appointed by 

President Clinton. President Bush awarded Holzer the National Humanities Medal in 2008. Holzer 
is founding vice chairman of the Lincoln Forum, which has met annually in Gettysburg for 21 years. 
 
 

During the parade, there were many ges-
tures of friendship between those 
dressed in blue and those in grey.  The 
picture to the right represents  just one 
of many that rainy day in Gettysburg. 
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2017 Wreaths Across America 

Members of the Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War (SUVCW) had the honor of attending the Wreaths Across America ceremonies on December 
16, 2017 at Knoxville National Cemetery near downtown Knoxville. 
 
This marks the third consecutive year that the McTeer Camp has participated in both the fund-
raising and the wreath-laying components of the event.  The national event had quiet beginnings in 
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1992 at the Arlington National Cemetery when a grown-up newspaper boy, Morrill Worchester, had 
surplus Christmas wreaths that had no place to go.  The man’s business was in Maine and through 
the help of Senator Olympia Snowe, the wreaths were placed in older, less visited sections at Arling-
ton.  It continued as a small, quiet event until a picture gained wide circulation on the Internet in 
2005.  Since that time, it has grown exponentially into an operation, mostly through volunteers, that 
distributes well over 700,000 wreaths to over 1,000 locations annually. 
 
While the number of wreaths reaching Knoxville National Cemetery is now well over 1,000, there 
are over 9,200 graves.  The only way we, as a community, can assure that each grave receives a 
wreath is through more community sponsorship, larger donors, and more hustle from the many 
charitable organizations, like the McTeer Camp, that support this endeavor. 
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From the Book Rack by Mike Downs 
 
I have been asked by Brother McReynolds to write yet another column for the 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers newsletter; however, I have decided to put together 

what I call a “short list” of some material that I have enjoyed reading and some that I 

decided was not worth the time of day. But first I must tell you about the piece of post-

al history that I obtained. As most of you know I collect stamps and postal covers.  In 

late 2017, I was browsing through a catalog of philatelic material from a listing issued 

by “Downeast” auctions that is located in Bangor Maine. Almost at the end of the ra-

ther thick publication, I noticed a listing of two postal covers, one addressed to the 

Honorable Joshua L. Chamberlain when he was serving as the Governor of the State 

of Maine, and the second a cover addressed by the Colonel to his wife Sarah dated 

1859. Knowing these items would be great for my collection of Grand Army of the Re-

public materials, I decided to mail in a “low ball” bid to the auction house just to see 

what would happen and I actually won.  Ten days after making the bid, I received the 

items and they are now included in my GAR album. 

 

 On to my short list. Over the 

last couple of years I have had a grow-

ing interest in World War Two history, 

specifically from the Japanese attack 

on Pearl Harbor thru the 1942 Battle 

for Midway Island. What I am interest-

ed in was the experience and opinions 

of our civilians and soldiers during 

that time frame when the United 

States was not doing too well militari-

ly, at least in the Pacific Theater. One 

of the most interesting books that I 

have read was Countdown to Pearl 

Harbor – The Twelve Days to the At-

tack by Steve Twomey.  While the au-

thor’s examination of the attack does 

not reveal any new material leading up 

the Japanese attack, he does a superb 

job of summarizing all of the hearings 

and the countless publications that in-

vestigated the lack of an appropriate 

response by the Army and Naval forces 
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based in Hawaii at that time. The book is published by Simon & Schuster of New 

York and was published in 2016. Mr Twomey is a Pulitzer Prize winning writer and 

his book about Pearl Harbor is a very good read. 

 

My second book entitled Inventing Madness is a work of historical fiction 

written by J. G. Schwartz. The novel starts with a good plot line, Tom Edison has 

made an agreement with an author to tell the complete history of his own personal 

life while also relaying information about his “secret work” with Nikola Tesla. The 

kicker is that the books could not be published until 2015 with the writer’s heirs be-

ing paid for the author’s work at that time.  Tied into the story was a secret patent 

that Edison and Tesla wrote and applied for, but also would not be released until 

2015, for a mysterious machine that would produce almost free electricity. Think 

about what that would do for your electric bill. Anyway, the story does not hold up at 

all when it gets into discussing the incest that had occurred in the early Edison fami-

ly, Tom Edison’s childhood acts of animal cruelty and his mother actually killing two 

of his siblings by smothering them with pillows.  Forget this one. It is not worth your 

time reading while keeping in mind that Edison was indeed a very strange genius 

whose inventions changed the way of life for the people of the world. 

 

 Over the years, I have also developed an interest in the history of Railroads in 

the United States, from early steam engines through the introduction of diesels. Last 

year, my wife gave me a gift of a book called the Great American Railroad Journeys 

which was based on the BBC TV series and then published by Simon & Schuster in 

2017.  To say the least, the book has fascinated me. It examines early steam engines 

and how they developed through the time when the diesel engine was becoming the 

dominate power in railroading. The story includes great pictures, excellent maps 

showing the spread of rail lines in our country and easy to read text.  If you are inter-

ested in our history of rails, this is a must read. 

 

 

All for now! 

 

 

***** 
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Department Encampment to be held April 7, 2018 
Hosted by the William A. McTeer Camp No. 39, SUVCW 
 
Before you know it, the time will be upon us for the Annual Encampment for our Department.  
The McTeer Camp is the host this year and we are hard at work in planning the event and making 
the final arrangements for a successful Encampment.  We want to make this event something 
every member in our Department “wants” to attend and can attend.  Pre-registration indicates 
that we will have a well-attended event.   
 
The host hotel is the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel conveniently located just off Alcoa/Airport 
Highway at 141 Furrow Way, Aloca, TN 37701.  Their phone number is 865-977-8333.  The rate is 
$99 per night which will be offered until March 7, 2018.  The rate will be good both Friday and 
Saturday nights for those coming in from far distances.  As such, members may stay at the hotel 
either Friday or Saturday or both nights as they so choose. 
 
The McTeer Camp will host a “Welcome Party” on Friday evening at the host hotel.  It will be a 
chance to start off the weekend with a good dose of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty – getting to 
know one another and sharing clever ideas about the SUVCW, our Camps and our Department.  
 
We plan to have the business meeting, election of officers and lunch at the hotel.  Our meeting 
will start promptly at 8:30 a.m. and will include ceremonies with the DUVCW and our own Auxil-
iary.  We plan to be finished by 12:30 p.m. when we will share a delicious lunch that will include a 
choice of sandwich, a drink, a side and dessert. 
 
We plan to depart from our host hotel at approximately 1:30 p.m. for a three-hour guided bus 
tour of local Union Civil War sites.  Our guides will be Dr. Aaron Aston, Norman Shaw and 
George Lane.  Included will be the Farragut Memorial,  the Knoxville National Cemetery, the re-
cently redone Fort Dickerson Park, and the Sultana Memorial at Mount Olive Baptist Church.  At 
this point in time, it looks like we have sold out the 32 seats on the bus. 
 
During the business meeting and/or the banquet of the Encampment, we intend to present sever-
al awards.  These include the Dr. Mary Walker Award (up to 2 honorees),  the Corporal William 
H. Bell Membership Award for the Camp with the most new Brothers, the Private Henry Hoover 
Membership Award for the Camp with the greatest percentage growth in membership,  the 
Charles H. Engle Award (up to 3 honorees), the Most Outstanding Camp award, the Most Out-
standing Newsletter Award, the Most Outstanding web site or Facebook page, and the Brother of 
the Year.  
 
After the guided bus tour, we will get together Saturday evening for a Department Banquet start-
ing at 7 p.m.  Musical entertainment will be provided by Conny Ottway, a well-known local violin-
ist and music teacher who will play selections from both the Civil War era as well as traditional 
Celtic tunes.  
 
Dinner will be a “Thanksgiving-style” buffet with a fresh garden green salad with two salad dress-
ings, cranberry sauce, butternut squash soup, carved country ham, roasted turkey with gravy, 
fresh market catch of the day (fish), macaroni and cheese, green beans with bacon and onions, 
seasonal fresh vegetables, garlic mashed potatoes, sweet potato casserole, traditional cornbread 



 

McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers 
Winter 2018 

Page  9 

 

stuffing, fresh baked buttermilk biscuits, rolls, both pumpkin and apple pie, water 
and iced tea service, and coffee and hot herbal tea service upon request.  Sounds like 
a true southern banquet with all the trimmings! 
 
We are very fortunate to have Dr. Aaron Astor of Maryville College as our event 
speaker. Dr. Astor is Associate Professor of History at Maryville College in Maryville, 
Tennessee. He is the author of the book, Rebels on the Border: Civil War, Emancipa-
tion and the Reconstruction of Kentucky and Missouri, 1860-1872, published in 
2012 and The Civil War Along Tennessee’s Cumberland Plateau released in May 
2015.  He has also written eleven articles for the award-winning New York 
Times Disunion series, addressing such topics as guerrilla warfare, battles and cam-
paigns in the Western Theater, popular politics, emancipation and race, and regional 
identity in the Appalachian South.  He is currently working on a book project that ex-
plores the 1860 Presidential election as a grassroots phenomenon from the perspec-
tive of four distinct American communities. At Maryville College, Dr. Astor teaches a 
variety of courses on United States history, from Colonial America to the pre-
sent.   He also participates in numerous historic preservation groups across Tennes-
see, including serving on the Board of the Tennessee Civil War Preservation Associa-
tion and the East Tennessee Civil War Alliance.  His books will be available for sale at 
the Encampment for those who are interested.   
 
Following the banquet, for those interested, several of us plan to gather in the hotel 
bar area for a night cap of our favorite beverage.   
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National Freedom Day commemorates the 

date – February 1, 1865 – when Abraham 

Lincoln, who was the nation's president at 

the time, signed a joint resolution that    

proposed the 13th amendment to the Unit-

ed States Constitution. The amendment 

was made to outlaw slavery and was        

ratified on December 18, 1865. 

Major Richard Robert Wright Senior, a for-

mer slave who founded the National Free-

dom Day Association, played a crucial role 

in creating the observance. Major Wright 

was deemed as a community leader in Phil-

adelphia and was active in education, the 

media, business and politics. He hoped to 

see a day that would be dedicated to        

Patriotic Instruction:   
National Freedom Day 
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celebrating freedom for all Americans. 

The first commemoration of such a day took 

place on February 1, 1942, although it was 

not made into law yet. A tradition of laying a 

wreath at Liberty Bell also began. On June 

30, 1948, President Harry Truman signed a 

bill to proclaim February 1 as the first official 

National Freedom Day in the United States. 

Many people in the United States reflect on 

and remember the importance of freedom on 

National Freedom Day. The United States 

president may annually issue a proclamation 

on the day. Some educational institutions 

may incorporate themes relating to National 

Freedom Day as part of class discussion, 

readings, and other learning activities that 

explore the importance of the day and its 

history. 

Information on local celebrations or events 

that center on National Freedom Day may be 

publicized prior to and on February 1. For 

some people, it is a time to promote good 

will, equality, and to appreciate freedom. 

Wreath-laying at the Liberty Bell has also 

been a tradition to mark National Freedom 

Day for many years. Other events include an-

nual breakfasts, luncheons, musical enter-

tainment, film screenings, and literature 

meetings that explore the theme about free-

dom. 

 

***** 
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Dear Brothers,  
 
As we begin 2018, this is a very important year for Will T. McTeer Camp #39 as we are hosting the De-

partment of Tennessee’s annual encampment. There is no better way to show the strength of our camp 

than to have near 100% participation in the encampment from the brothers of Camp #39. Hopefully we 

can show the support that our forefathers showed when they joined together to preserve the Union of 

the United States of America. A great deal of pre-planning has gone into this event and it should be a 

great time to meet other members of the department from Alabama and Tennessee. Please let Brother 

David McReynolds know as soon as possible, I know you won’t regret it.  

 
 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
 

Max Renfro 
 
 
Camp Commander 
 

From the Commander 
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January’s Camp Mess . . . 
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Calendar 
 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Calhoun’s on the Creek Res-

taurant in Maryville, TN starting at 12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch 

meetings and they are a great opportunity to spend time together building upon the brother-

hood of the order.   Upcoming meetings are on February 13 and March 13, 2018. 

 
 

 
From the Editor: 
 
I need your help to publish the best newsletter possible for our Camp.  That means 

you, the members, submitting articles for publication or even just ideas that inter-

est you and that you would like to see included in the newsletter in some way.  One 

person can not do it alone.  We must work together or the newsletter will simply 

fade away.  I do not want that to happen.  Its in your hands.  Please help! 

 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 

 

David McReynolds 
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Calendar 
Be sure and visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  Updates are posted on the 
web site as more information comes in. 

 
Sunday, 18 March 2018, 2 p.m.  Camp Quarterly Meeting.  Our speaker 

will be Dr. Nancy McEntee who has written a book about Major Webster 

Colburn, stationed in Knoxville in 1865 and throughout Tennessee with 

the Army of the Cumberland.  As a Quartermaster, he supplied Generals 

Wilson, Buell, Thomas, and Rosecrans armies, handled thousands of 

dead and dying mules and horses, dug up the dead at Fort Pillow, and 

took over Confederate canons on Missionary Ridge after the Battle of 

Chattanooga.  Copies of her book will be available for purchase.  You may 

preview the book, Haversacks, Hardtack and Unserviceable Mules, at 

Amazon.com. 

 

6-7 April 2018.  Department Encampment at the Courtyard by Marriott 

Hotel in Alcoa, TN.  A very busy 36 hours planned—see the article earlier 

in this edition of the newsletter. 

 

14 April 2018, 10 a.m., Lincoln Tomb Ceremony, Springfield, IL 

 

28 April 2018, 10 a.m., Old Grey Cemetery, Knoxville, TN.  Headstone 

dedication ceremony for Naval Surgeon, Celso Pierucci, with the William 

Blount High School Junior Air Force ROTC Color Guard and Firing Team, 

boy scouts and re-enactors.  The family is really into this one—we need to 

do a super job for them. 

 

19-20 May 2018, Smoky Mountain Scottish Festival and Games, Maryville 

College, Maryville, TN. 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

• It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a broth-
er or sister of the person who served.   

• Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

• Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

• One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

• Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

• Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

• Or, simply contact our Junior  Vice Commander Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This 
method is likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp web sites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


