
 

The William A. 

McTeer Camp No. 39 

of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil 

War (SUVCW) hosted 

the 23rd Annual En-

campment of the De-

partment of Tennes-

see (with Mississippi 

and Alabama) at the 

Courtyard by Mar-

riott Hotel in Alcoa, 

TN.  Representatives 

from all three states 

were in attendance. 

 

Vice Mayor Clint Ab-

bott of Alcoa attended 

the opening ceremo-

nies and presented 

Department Com-

mander David 

McReynolds with a 

proclamation declar-

ing April 7, 2018 as 

Sons of Union  
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Preserving the 
memory of the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic and our 
ancestors who 
fought to preserve 
the Union 1861-
1865! 

McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers 

Department Encampment A Huge 
Success!! 
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Veterans Day in Alcoa, TN.   

 

The department was honored to 

have in attendance at the opening 

ceremonies representatives of the 

Allied Orders of the Grand Army 

of the Republic including Past 

Presidents of the National Organ-

ization of the Daughters of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War 

(DUVCW) Barbara Stone and Jan 

Rynerson, current President of 

the local Lucinda Heatherly De-

tached Tent No. 3 of the DUVCW 

Alice Brosey, past President of 

the Lucinda Heatherly Tent Holly 

Matthews, and current President 

of the local Polly Toole Auxiliary 

No. 17 Cindy McReynolds. The 

ladies were escorted into the meeting on the arms of SUVCW members in uniform including 

McTeer Junior Member Paddy Fitzsimons.  Paddy’s mother and Polly Toole Auxiliary member Amy 

Fitzsimons sang two verses of the “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” as the procession moved to 

the front of the meeting room.  At that point, Mrs. Fitzsimons sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” as 

everyone rose and properly saluted the flag of the United States.  The ladies then addressed the 

meeting and wished the SUVCW members a good and fruitful encampment. 

 

During the meeting, several awards were presented as each camp within the department made their 

report of the year’s events.  Our own McTeer Camp was recognized as the Most Outstanding Large 

Camp (>20 members) and the camp who made the best use of social media and the internet with its 

web site, Facebook page and presence on a multitude of other media.  The Sultana Camp No. 1 in 

Memphis was recognized for its growth earning both the Corporal William H. Bell Award for the 

most new members and the Private Henry Hoover award for the greatest percentage growth in 
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membership. The camp also was recognized for having the Most Outstanding Newsletter.  The Fort 

Donelson camp in Nashville was given the Brother of the Year Award to all camp members for their 

work in stopping the development of Fort Negley Park and preserving the memories of the former 

slaves who died there working to build the fort and later in defending it during the Battle of Nash-

ville.  The Army of the Tennessee camp in Murfreesboro was recognized as the Most Outstanding 

Small Camp (<20 members) for its participation in more than 40 events including hundreds of 

hours delivering education in and out of the classroom in the geographic area it serves. 

 

Flag streamers were presented to the Department and to the McTeer Camp for their participation in 

the 2017 Remembrance Day Parade in Gettysburg.  During the year, the SUVCW Commander-in-

Chief Mark Day, challenged departments and camps to contribute to the memorial plaza for Dr. 

Continued on page 4 
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Benjamin Franklin Stephenson, the man credited with founding the Grand Army of the Re-

public, the predecessor organization to the SUVCW.  In recognition of contributions made, 

flag streamers were presented to the Department, the McTeer Camp, the Fort Donelson 

Camp, the Missonary Ridge Camp in Chattanooga, the Army of the Tennessee Camp, and the 

Major General James Wilson Camp in Fairhope, AL. 

 

New officers were elected for 2018-2019.  They are Ben Jones II of the Sultana Camp,  

Department Commander; Roger Tenney of the Fort Donelson Camp, Senior Vice  

Commander; David DuBrucq of the Army of the Tennessee Camp, Junior Vice Commander; 

Craig Brown of the McTeer Camp, Secretary/Treasurer; and Carl Addison of the Wilson 

Camp, David McReynolds of the McTeer Camp and Gary Burke of the Fort Donelson Camp to 

the Department Council. 
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Encampment brings special moments for  
Department Commander 

by, David McReynolds, PDC 
 
At the Encampment, I was 

blessed to have my grandson, 

Junior Member Padraig 

“Paddy” Fitzsimons and his 

mother, Polly Toole Auxiliary 

member Amy Fitzsimons in 

attendance.  Amy and Paddy 

live in Belfast, Northern  

Ireland with Amy’s husband 

Kevin.  Kevin’s family live in 

close proximity which does 

provide a strong sense of  

family for them.  However, as 

most would likely perceive, it 

makes it very difficult for my 

wife and myself to have them 

so far away.  Despite all the  

technological advances, there 

is nothing that takes the place 

of a personal visit.  Skype is 

nice but simply can not  

replace putting your arms 

around those you love with all 

your heart. 

 

The Fitzsimons family usually 

comes to visit once,  

sometimes twice a year.  This 

time, only Amy and Paddy 

came but usually Kevin is with 

them too.  And with my  

emotional investment in the 

SUVCW, it is especially nice to 

have them come to one of our 

major events.  In 2016, they 

came in July and participated 

with the camp in the event, 

Readmission Day 2016 at the 

Old Gray Cemetery in  

Knoxville.  Both Paddy and 

Amy lent their voices  in song 

that added so much to the 

event. 

 

This year, at our Department 

Encampment, I had so many 

opportunities to do little 

things that will leave me so 

many precious memories.  

One of those moments was 

when Paddy asked his  

Granddaddy “Elmo” (yes, 

Elmo, but that’s another story 

too long to repeat here) to pin 

his Department Encampment 

medal on his uniform.  I had 

given him that uniform for 

Halloween 2015 but, at that 

time, it was huge on  

him—much too large of a size.  

However, he has grown into it  

nicely.  He attended the  

Opening Ceremonies of the  

Encampment and escorted 

one of the ladies of the Allied 

Orders into the room on his 

bended arm.  Later, he came 

to the banquet, again dressed 

in his uniform.  And  

apparently, he was very  

positively impressed.  He went 

back to the buffet line three 

times.  And later, he tugged on 

my right sleeve, pulled me 

close and said, “Grandaddy 

Elmo, you sure do put on great 

Civil War events.”  With that 

judgment, who cares what  

anyone else might think.  If  

Paddy liked it, it must have 

been great. 
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Capping off the 23rd Annual Encampment of the Department of Tennessee of the Sons of Un-

ion Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) was a banquet held the evening of April 7th at the 

Courtyard by Marriott Hotel in Alcoa.  SUVCW members as well as spouses, guests and mem-

bers of the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic were in attendance. 

 

The banquet began with welcoming remarks given by Ben 

Jones II, incoming Department Commander, prayer by Chap-

lain Clyde Getman and directions on an orderly manner to get 

to the food from outgoing Department Commander David 

McReynolds.  Local musician and teacher Conny Ottway pro-

vided Civil War period dinner music on the violin. 

 

The food was a beautifully presented “Thanksgiving” buffet 

with all the trimmings prepared by the hotel Bistro Manager 

and his staff.  Kudos to all those involved as all the guests commented universally that the food 

was the best banquet food in their memories of attending many banquets at local and national 

levels. 

 

After dinner, Dr. Aaron Astor, professor of history at Maryville College, made an extremely in-

teresting presentation entitled “Why the Southern Unionists 

Matter Today.”  His talk was centered around U.S. Highway 11, 

called the “Lee Highway,” the people and places encountered 

as it connects two “French” cities, New Orleans in the South 

and Montreal in the North by way of its extension, Quebec 

Route 223. 

 

Then, outgoing Department Commander McReynolds present-

ed two Dr. Mary Walker Awards to members of the Allied Or-

Encampment Banquet Enjoyed by All! 
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ders.  Dr. Mary Walker was a physician who 

served during the Civil War, not always re-

ceiving recognition for her status in the 

medical field, thus being relegated to Nurse 

and Acting Assistant Surgeon during the 

early years of the war.  Her skill came 

through and by war’s end, she was serving 

as a full Surgeon (physician) in the Union 

Army.  Her service in the war was recog-

nized by her receipt of the Medal of Honor, 

which was later rescinded, most likely for 

her feminist activities, but then much later 

restored by an Act of Congress.  She worked 

hard for women’s rights, the right to 

vote and the right to dress in comfort 

and in clothing appropriate to the ac-

tivities in which women were begin-

ning to participate in the late 19th cen-

tury.  She eventually chose to dress 

every day in men’s clothing, despite 

being arrested on multiple occasions 

for “impersonating a man.”  So, to 

summarize, she was a very strong-

willed feminist who acted bravely dur-

ing the Civil War and continued to act 

with courage following the war all the 

way to her death. 

 

The Dr. Mary Walker Award is presented to a member of the Allied Orders who not only 

Continued on page 8 
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serves with excellence in her own branch but also is known for her assistance to the SUVCW that 

goes beyond ordinary service.  At the banquet, past Commander McReynolds was honored to pre-

sent two awards, first to Barbara Stone, past President of the National Organization of the 

Daughter of Union Veterans and second to Cynthia McReynolds, organizer and President of the 

local Polly Toole Auxiliary of the SUVCW.  Citations were read for each award and both recipients 

were pleasantly surprised to receive the award from the Department of Tennessee. 

 

Next, past Commander McReynolds presented three Charles Engle Appreciation Awards to mem-

bers of the Department for outstanding service.  The first recipient was William Radcliffe, a mem-

ber of the Fort Donelson Camp in Nashville.  Radcliffe was in the motion picture “Glory” and 

served as the model for the statue of a United States Colored Troops soldier in Nashville National 

Cemetery.  Over the past year he was a leader in the opposition to the development of Fort Negley 

into “concrete and condos” and to restore the park’s boundaries to that of before the construction 

of the old Nashville Sounds baseball stadium.  Recently, it has been announced that the stadium 
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will be demolished, and that property returned to the park.  All of us must stay resili-

ent and work in the footsteps of Brother Radcliffe to keep the “heat turned on” so 

that the park may be properly made into a place of honor for those former slaves who 

gave their life in building the fort and in later defending the fort during the Battle of 

Nashville.  

 

The second recipient 

of the Engle award 

was Carl Addison of 

the Major General 

James Wilson Camp 

in Fairhope, AL.  Ad-

dison has been a very 

active member of his 

camp but has also 

been active in the De-

partment and at the 

national level in his 

attendance as a Dele-

gate to the annual na-

tional conventions.  

His work as Depart-

ment Patriotic In-

structor has been 

commendable and 

McReynolds  

encouraged him to continue this important work for the Department, more im-

portant now than it has even been. 

 

The third recipient was not in attendance.  He is long time secretary/treasurer of the 

department Geoffrey Hintze of the Private Richard Taylor Camp in Huntsville, AL.  

Due to health reasons, he is stepping down this year but has offered to continue as an 

Continued on page 10 
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questions the new occupant of his office 

may have. 

 

The banquet ended with a very special  

Memorial Service to those members and 

others associated with the Department of 

Tennessee who were lost in the past year.  

Most recently was Past Department Com-

mander and Founding Member Charles 

Page 10 
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Yates, for whom 

McReynolds had 

declared a 30-day 

period of  

mourning within 

the  department.  

All camp charters 

and the  

department  

charter were 

draped in black in 

recognition of this 

period of  

mourning. 

 

The lights of the 

banquet room 

were turned down 

and members held 

a battery powered candle during the service.  

The service itself was in accordance with the 

ritual of the  SUVCW.  The incoming  

Commander, Ben Jones II, past commander 

David McReynolds and chaplain Clyde  

Getman led the service.  Special music was 

included in two places.  First, Amy Fitzsi-

mons sang two verses of “Nearer My God to 

Thee” accompanied on guitar by Conny 

Ottway.  Second were “Battle Cry of Free-

dom” and “Tenting Tonight” also sung by 

Amy Fitzsimons and accompanied by Conny 

Ottway. 

 

With each banquet guest standing and hold-

ing their candle, they one by one stated the 

name and unit of their Civil War ancestor 

and then were given the opportunity to in-

clude anyone else they wished to honor dur-

ing the service.  It was very moving and a fit-

ting end to a full day of activities. 

 

***** 
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Camp has honor to dedicate headstone 
for the Pierucci family 

On April 28, 2017, our camp  had 

the distinct honor to dedicate the 

headstone of a distinguished Civil 

War veteran, Celso Pierucci. The 

ceremony was conducted in  

accordance with the ritual of the 

Grand Army of the Republic as 

handed down to the SUVCW. 

 

The service began with welcoming 

remarks from the Past  

Commander of the Department of 

Tennessee  David McReynolds.  

He followed with a history of Old 

Gray Cemetery and a preamble to 

the Memorial  Service that  

provided more detail on the  

service of Surgeon Pierucci during 

the Civil War. 

 

Old Gray Cemetery, located in downtown Knoxville, occupies 13 

acres of beauty and history. The cemetery was founded in 1850 

and dedicated in 1852 when the first 40 lots were sold at public 

auction. Today, Old Gray clearly depicts Knoxville’s history and 

provides an important example of cemetery planning and  

design during the rural cemetery or garden movement. 
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Pierucci’s service in the Union navy began in mid-

October 1861 in the Brooklyn Naval Yard aboard the 

USS Curlew, a commercial steamboat converted into 

a gunboat.  But by mid-November 1862, the Curlew 

was in terrible shape with its engines blown and it 

was towed back to the Brooklyn Naval Yard. 

 

Pierucci was then assigned to the USS Relief, a wood-

en hulled, three mast freighter powered by sail. On 

Christmas Day 1862, his new ship had reached Port 

Royal.  The Relief was then assigned to supply the 

South Atlantic Blocking Squadron. 

 

His service took him to Louisiana, where he was assigned to the gunboat Jackson which led him 

to Ship Island where Colonel Nathan Daniels and the all-black 2nd Regiment of the Louisiana  

Native Guard were stationed.   

 

On June 5, 1863, Pierucci resigned his  

commission but on August 1st of that year was commissioned by General Banks as Surgeon and 

assigned to the 11th Corps D’Afrique at Port  

Hudson, under the command of Brigadier General 

Daniel Ullman, an unscrupulous officer widely 

known as a pompous alcoholic who ordered his 

recruiters to kidnap free blacks from city streets 

and farms to serve in his unit. 

 

Because of the death of his uncle in Italy, Pierucci 

was forced to again resign his commission in  

February 1864. He returned to Italy, took care of 

his Uncle’s business but lost his second wife to 

yellow fever on the trip.  By April 1865, Pierucci 

was back in the United Stated and on May 12th 

Continued on page 14 
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joined the 28th Colored Troops stationed in Indianola, Texas as Assistant Surgeon.  He contracted 

malaria there and was sent by his doctors to a military hospital in Covington, KY, near Cincinnati.  

It was there that he met his third wife, Mary Hill.  He served many small towns as physician after 

the war finally settling in Knoxville, Tennessee, where his son lived and who served as manager of 

the Bijou Theater and an actor in the Pierucci Players. 

 

After McReynolds was finished, next came a moving Eulogy delivered by Bill Walker, a Civil War 

re-enactor who provides demonstrations about the state of medicine during the 1860s and how 

medical care was delivered to the thousands of sick and wounded, both Confederate and Union. 

 

Following the Eulogy, the McTeer Camp then performed the Headstone Dedication Service.  The 

elements of tribute were lain on the grave.  First, a branch of evergreen, a symbol of undying love, 

by Polly Toole Auxiliary President Cindy McReynolds.  Second, a single red rose, a sign of purity, 

by Larry Pierucci, great-grandson of Celso 

Pierucci.  Third, a wreath of grapevine, a symbol 

of victory, by McTeer Camp Commander Max 

Renfro.  And last, an American flag, for his  

services to preserve the Union, by Past  

Department Commander McReynolds. 

 

Afterwards, a color guard from the William 

Blount High School Air Force Junior ROTC pro-

gram took its position near the grave site and 

came to attention.  Then, a salute of three volleys 

fired from a musket by a member of the 8th Ten-

nessee Volunteer Re-enactors, and Taps played 

through the sound system, paid final tribute to 

Surgeon Pierucci. Boy Scouts from Troop 800 in Maryville, TN then folded an American flag and 

presented it to the Pierucci family. 
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Calendar 
Be sure and visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  On the web site, you will 
find a continuously updated calendar of camp  
activities. 

 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Calhoun’s on the Creek Restaurant 

in Maryville, TN starting at 12:30 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch meetings and they 

are a great opportunity to spend time together building upon the brotherhood of the order.   Up-

coming meetings are on May 8 and June 12, 2018 

 
 

From the Editor: 
 
I need your help to publish the best newsletter possible for our Camp.  That means 

you, the members, submitting articles for publication or even just ideas that inter-

est you and that you would like to see included in the newsletter in some way.  One 

person can not do it alone.  We must work together or the newsletter will simply 

fade away.  I do not want that to happen.  Its in your hands.  Please help! 

 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 

 

David McReynolds, PDC 
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

• It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a broth-
er or sister of the person who served.   

• Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

• Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

• One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

• Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

• Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

• Or, simply contact our Junior  Vice Commander Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This 
method is likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp web sites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


