
 

The Major William A. 
McTeer Camp No. 39 
of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil 
War (SUVCW) held 
its annual meeting on 
December 11, 2018 at 
Puleo’s Restaurant in 
Alcoa.   
 
During the business 
meeting, officers for 
the coming year were 
elected.  After two 
years as Camp  

Commander, Max 
Renfro stepped down 
to become a member 
of Camp Council.   
 
David McReynolds 
was elected  
Commander, A. B. 
McTeer was elected 
Senior Vice  
Commander, Doug 
Fidler was elected 
Junior Vice  
Commander and  
Jason McTeer was 

elected Secretary/
Treasurer.  Richard 
Holmes was  
appointed Graves 
Registration Officer 
and John Wesley 
White was appointed 
Chaplain.  Camp 
Council will consist 
of Max Renfro, 
George Lane and 
Richard Holmes. 
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2018 was another busy year for the McTeer Camp.  The camp continued its monthly luncheon 
meetings, called “Camp Mess”, at two local restaurant locations in Maryville.  Attendance ranged 
from 8 to 12 members at each meeting. 
 
We welcomed 3 new members to the camp in 2018 and ended the year with total membership of 45.  
We continue to be fortunate to have Real Son John Wilson Oliver, Jr. of Morristown as a  
member of our camp.  We believe that he is one of only two real sons who remain alive. 

 
The McTeer Camp hosted the 23rd Annual En-
campment of the Department of Tennessee (with  
Mississippi and Alabama) at the Courtyard by 
Marriott Hotel in Alcoa, TN.  Representatives 
from all three states were in attendance. About 30 
attended. 
 
Vice Mayor Clint Abbott of Alcoa attended the 
opening ceremonies and presented Department 
Commander David McReynolds with a  
proclamation declaring April 7, 2018 as Sons of 
Union Veterans Day in Alcoa, TN.  The  

The Year In Review 
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department was honored to have in attendance at 
the opening ceremonies representatives of the Allied 
Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic including 
Past Presidents of the National Organization of the 
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(DUVCW) Barbara Stone and Jan Rynerson, current 
President of the local Lucinda Heatherly Detached 
Tent No. 3 of the DUVCW Alice Brosey, past Presi-
dent of the Lucinda Heatherly Tent Holly Matthews, 
and current President of the local Polly Toole  
Auxiliary No. 17 Cindy McReynolds. The ladies were 
escorted into the meeting on the arms of SUVCW 
members in uniform including McTeer Junior  
Member Paddy Fitzsimons.  Paddy’s mother and 
Polly Toole Auxiliary member Amy Fitzsimons sang 
two verses of the “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” 
as the procession moved to the front of the meeting 
room.  At that point, Mrs. Fitzsimons sang “The Star
-Spangled Banner” as everyone rose and properly 
saluted the flag of the United States.  The ladies then 

addressed the meeting and wished the SUVCW members a good and fruitful encampment. 
 
During the meeting, several awards were presented.  The McTeer Camp was recognized as the Most 
Outstanding Large Camp (>20 members) and the camp who made the best use of social media and 
the internet with its web site, Facebook page and presence on a multitude of other media.  The 
camp was honored for its participation in more than 40 events including hundreds of hours  
delivering education in and out of the classroom in the geographic area it serves. 
 
Flag streamers were presented to the Department and to the McTeer Camp for their participation in 
the 2017 Remembrance Day Parade in Gettysburg.  During the year, the SUVCW  
Commander-in-Chief Mark Day, challenged departments and camps to contribute to the memorial 
plaza for Dr. Benjamin Franklin Stephenson, the man credited with founding the Grand Army of 
the Republic, the predecessor organization to the SUVCW.  In recognition of contributions made, 
flag streamers were presented to the Department, the McTeer Camp, the Fort Donelson Camp, the 
Missonary Ridge Camp in Chattanooga, the Army of the Tennessee Camp, and the Major General 
James Wilson Camp in Fairhope, AL. 
 
After the meeting, members, spouses and other guests went on a bus tour of Union Civil War sites 
around the Knoxville area.  Included were the Farragut Museum, the Knoxville National Cemetery, 
Fort Dickerson and the Sultana Memorial at the Mount Olive Baptist Church Cemetery.  Providing 
commentary were Dr. Aaron Astor of Maryville College; Norman Shaw, McTeer Camp associate 
member and President of the Sultana Descendants Association; and George Lane, McTeer camp 
member and local folk historian. The day ended with a banquet back at the hotel. 
 
On April 28, 2017, the Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War (SUVCW) had the distinct honor to dedicate the headstone of a distinguished Civil War 
veteran, Celso Pierucci. The ceremony was conducted in accordance with the ritual of the Grand  
Army of the Republic as handed down to the SUVCW.  The service began with welcoming remarks 
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from the Past Commander of the Department of  
Tennessee David McReynolds.  He followed with a  
history of Old Gray Cemetery and a preamble to the  
Memorial Service that provided more detail on the  
service of Surgeon Pierucci during the Civil War. 
 
Old Gray Cemetery, located in downtown Knoxville,  
occupies 13 acres of beauty and history. The cemetery 
was founded in 1850 and dedicated in 1852 when the 
first 40 lots were sold at public auction. Today, Old Gray 
clearly depicts Knoxville’s history and provides an  
important example of cemetery planning and design 
during the rural cemetery or garden movement. 
 
Pierucci’s service in the Union navy began in mid-
October 1861 in the Brooklyn Naval Yard aboard the 
USS Curlew, a commercial steamboat converted into a 
gunboat.  But by mid-November 1862, the Curlew was in 
terrible shape with its engines blown and it was towed 
back to the Brooklyn Naval Yard. 
 
Dr. Pierucci was then assigned to the USS Relief, a 
wooden hulled, three mast freighter powered by sail. On 

Christmas Day 1862, his 
new ship had reached Port 
Royal.  The Relief was then    
assigned to supply the South 
Atlantic Blocking Squadron. 
 
His service took him to  
Louisiana, where he was  
assigned to the gunboat 
Jackson which led him to 
Ship Island where Colonel 
Nathan Daniels and the all-
black 2nd Regiment of the 
Louisiana Native Guard 
were stationed.   
 
On June 5, 1863, Dr.  
Pierucci resigned his  
commission but on August 
1st of that year was commis-
sioned by General Banks as 
Surgeon and assigned to the 
11th Corps D’Afrique at Port 
Hudson, under the com-
mand of Brigadier General 
Daniel Ullman, an  
unscrupulous officer widely 
known as a pompous  
alcoholic who ordered his 
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recruiters to kidnap free blacks from city streets and farms to serve in his unit. 
 
Because of the death of his uncle in Italy, Pierucci was forced to again resign his commission in  
February 1864. He returned to Italy, took care of his Uncle’s business but lost his second wife to  
yellow fever on the trip.  By April 1865, Pierucci was back in the United Stated and on May 12th 
joined the 28th Colored Troops stationed in Indianola, Texas as Assistant Surgeon.  He contracted 
malaria there and was sent by his doctors to a military hospital in Covington, KY, near  
Cincinnati.  It was there that he met his third wife, Mary Hill.  He served many small towns as   
physician after the war finally settling in Knoxville, where his son lived and who served as manager 

of the Bijou Theater and an actor in the 
Pierucci Players. 
 
After McReynolds was finished, next 
came a moving Eulogy delivered by Bill 
Walker, a Civil War re-enactor who  
provides demonstrations about the state 
of medicine during the 1860s and how 
medical care was delivered to the  
thousands of sick and wounded, both 
Confederate and Union. 
 
Following the Eulogy, the McTeer Camp 
then performed the Headstone  
Dedication Service.  The elements of 
tribute were lain on the grave.  First, a 
branch of evergreen, a symbol of undy-
ing love, by Polly Toole Auxiliary   
President Cindy McReynolds.  Second, a 
single red rose, a sign of purity, by Larry 
Pierucci, great-grandson of Celso 
Pierucci.  Third, a wreath of grapevine, a 
symbol of victory, by McTeer Camp 
Commander Max Renfro.  And last, an 
American flag, for his services to  

preserve the Union, by Past Depart-
ment Commander McReynolds. 
 
Afterwards, a color guard from the  
William Blount High School Air Force 
Junior ROTC program took its posi-
tion near the grave site and came to 
attention.  Then, a salute of three  
volleys fired from a musket by a 
member of the 8th Tennessee  
Volunteer Re-enactors, and Taps 
played through the sound  
system, paid final tribute to Surgeon 
Pierucci. 
 
Boy Scouts from Troop 800 in 
Maryville, TN then folded an  
American flag and presented it to the 
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Pierucci family. 
 
In May 2018, the East Tennessee Historical Society, at its annual meeting of its membership,  
presented the McTeer Camp with a Community History Award in recognition of excellence in  
community leadership, specifically in promoting the preservation of local/regional history and  
heritage.  This is the third year in a row that the camp has been recognized with an award from the 
historical society. 
 
The McTeer Camp celebrated Memorial Day with services in a steady rain at Knoxville National 
Cemetery in Knoxville, TN on Monday, May 28th.  The program was jointly sponsored by the 
McTeer Camp with the 79th New York Infantry Cameron Highlanders  Re-enactment Group, the  
Lucinda Heatherly Detached Tent #3 of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

(DUVCW) and the Polly Toole Auxiliary #17 
of the SUVCW. 
 
Before the formal services, the 79th New 
York Highlanders performed services for 
members of their unit who died during the 
Civil War and who are buried at Knoxville 
National Cemetery.  Women and children 
members of the group put thistle on each 
grave, a Scottish tradition. 
 
David McReynolds started the program by 
welcoming all those in attendance.  The  
estimate of the crowd was between 70 and 
80 despite the pouring rain.  In his welcome 
he quoted the featured speaker at the first 

Memorial Day celebrated at Arlington National Cemetery, future President Garfield who said, “I 
love to believe that no heroic sacrifice is ever lost; that the characters of men are molded and  
inspired by what their fathers have done . . . Hither our children’s children shall come to pay their 
tribute of grateful homage. . .  assemblies like this are gathering at this hour in every State in the 
Union. . . They come with garlands to crown their victor fathers.” 
 
Following was an Invocation read by Past Camp Commander (PCC) George Lane.  Then came a 
“Tribute to America,” which began with William Beard leading everyone in singing the National  
Anthem, followed by McReynolds leading everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and The American’s 
Creed, which were printed in the event program. 
 
Then came “Greetings” from each of the sponsoring organizations with Doug Fidler, PDC  
representing the McTeer Camp, Alice Brosey, President of the local DUVCW tent representing that 
organization, and Cindy McReynolds, representing the local Polly Toole Auxiliary. 
 
Afterwards, Jack Neely, Executive Director of the Knoxville History Project, gave a most interesting 
history of the Knoxville National Cemetery.  Neeley’s most recent book is Knoxville’s National  
Cemetery, A Short History, which was published through the Knoxville History Project.  He gave 
out 40 copies of his book to veterans in attendance at no charge. 
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Following Neeley, Mike Downs, PDC, gave 
a short talk about the 150th anniversary of 
Memorial Day and the history behind  
General John Logan’s General Order No. 11 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, the predecessor  
organization to the SUVCW, which  
established May 30th each year as the day to 
decorate the graves of those who died in 
battle to preserve our precious Union. 
 
Then, President Abraham Lincoln, as  
portrayed by Tom Wright, recited “The Get-
tysburg Address.”  A very proper part of the 
Memorial Day service. 
 
Following the President, both the DUVCW 

and the SUVCW read their respective Memorial Day rituals followed by “Taps” played on the steps of 
the Union Monument by William Beard, a fitting end to the day’s events. 
 
George Lane, PCC then gave the Benediction.  Despite the rain, many stayed to ask questions of 
those who were on the program and to visit graves of their ancestors or a near relative that fell in  
combat and was buried in our National Cemetery 
 
On May 5, 1868, as the Commander-in-Chief of Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), Civil War Major 
General John Logan issued General Order No. 11, an act that initiated the first national observance 
for honoring Civil War dead. Originally called Decoration Day, Logan’s order stipulated May 30 to be 
a day “designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of 
comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in 
almost every city, village, and hamlet church-yard in the land.”  This was the origin of Memorial Day, 
which was celebrated on May 30 each year until June 28, 1968, when Congress passed the Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act, which moved four holidays, including Memorial Day, from their traditional 
dates to a specified Monday to create a convenient three-day weekend. The change moved Memorial 
Day from its traditional May 30 date to the 
last Monday in May. 
 
The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(SUVCW), the successor organization to the 
GAR, continue to honor Civil War dead on 
the traditional date as prescribed in General 
Order No. 11.  So, on May 30, 2018, five 
members of the McTeer Camp gathered at 
the grave of the camp’s namesake for a  
headstone re-dedication service in  
observance of Memorial Day on its original 
and traditional date. 
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The five members of the camp in  
attendance on what was a muggy, hot 
and cloudy day were Past Camp 
Commanders David McReynolds, 
Doug Fidler, and George Lane along 
with collateral descendants of Major 
McTeer, A. B. and Jason McTeer. 
 
The McTeer Camp performed a  
headstone dedication ceremony on 
Saturday morning, July 21st, at Mt. 
Moriah Cemetery in Louisville, TN 
for the family of Union Civil War  
veterans William Riley and James  
William Kidd.  Both brothers served 
in the 3rd Tennessee Cavalry USA, the 
same regiment as camp namesake 
Major McTeer.  The ceremony was 
hosted by past camp and department 
commander Doug Fidler who is cur-
rently the Junior Vice Commander of 
the McTeer Camp and past camp 
commander and department com-
mander David McReynolds, who is 

currently the National Treasurer of the SUVCW, who 
served in the role of Chaplain for this event. 
 
County Historian Ken Cornett introduced key individuals 
who were present for this important event.  County Mayor 
Ed Mitchell provided opening remarks and the grand 
nephew of the brothers being memorialized, David Kidd, 
who is a Los Angeles member of the SUVCW, provided 
background information on how, working together, the  
local Blount County community made this event happen.  

There were many  
members of the Kidd 
family present among 
the approximate total 
count of 50 partici-
pants. 
 
Cornett also serves as 
the cemetery’s  
caretaker working with 
other volunteers,  
including octogenarian 
Omer Dyer, who  
continues to help with 
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maintenance.  The cemetery looked  
beautiful for the event despite a night of 
severe thunderstorms and a threatening 
sky that cast its shadow over the event.  
The event even got caught in the false 
emergency alert that flashed through  
everyone’s phone about halfway through. 
 
Assisting the McTeer Camp with the  
ceremonies was Company E of the 8th 
Tennessee Volunteer Infantry USA, an  
outstanding  re-enactment group.  They 
provided a firing team for the military  
salute that is part of the ceremony as well 
as color bearers.  The event field con-
tained many US flags including those of 
the McTeer Camp and others brought and 
placed on the site by the community.  Al-
so helping was William “Dewey” Beard, 
who played “Taps” on the bugle and John 
Rose, who played “Amazing Grace” on the 
bagpipes. 
 

Also present was girl scout Molly  
Culliton, who is working at Mt.   
Moriah Cemetery as part of the  
requirements to earn the Gold 
Award, the highest achievement in 
the Girl Scouts.  Only about 5% of  
eligible scouts successfully earn the 
award. 
 
Representing the Polly Toole Auxilia-
ry No. 17 of the SUVCW were Cindy 
and Rachel McReynolds, who placed 
the evergreen wreaths at the  
headstones  during the ceremony.   
 
From August 8th to August 11th, 2018, 
the Allied Orders of the Grand Army 
of the Republic held its 137th Annual  
Encampment in Boston, MA.   
Representing the Maryville, TN based 
McTeer Camp were Past Department 
of Tennessee Commanders David 
McReynolds and Doug Fidler.  
McReynolds currently serves as  
National Treasurer.  Also attending 
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from Tennessee was Darwin Concon of the Sultana Camp No. 1 in Memphis, TN.  Representing 
Polly Toole Auxiliary No. 17 was its President, Cindy McReynolds. 
 
At the Encampment, McReynolds was awarded the Cornelius E. Whitehouse Award as the Most  
Outstanding Member of the Order 2017-2018 for the energy he has brought to the Order’s 
leadership and his many contributions to the successes of the Order over the past year.  This 
marks the second year out of three that a member of the McTeer Camp has won this prestigious 
award.  In 2015-2016, Doug Fidler received the honor for championing the cause of International 
Camps.  McReynolds is active in local historical events and is a previous recipient of an Award of 
Excellence from the East Tennessee Historical Society. 
 
On Saturday, August 19th, the McTeer Camp participated in the East Tennessee History Fair at 
Krutch Park in downtown Knoxville.  The camp had a tent and tables set up with information 
about membership in the SUVCW as well as Civil War relics and reproductions to entice children 
to join in on our fun.  We had kepis and coats as well as a belt holding a holster with revolver and 
a cavalry sword.  The kids dressed up and the camp and parents took pictures.  Both children and 
parents were surprised at the weight of the materials in our demonstration.  We discussed the 
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other things a military soldier would 
have to carry.  This event has grown 
enormously since its inception about 10 
years ago and now attracts thousands 
downtown to take in the exhibits, his-
torical demonstrations and the tremen-
dous musical talent of East Tennessee. 
 
David McReynolds of the McTeer Camp 
and his wife Cindy, President of the 
Polly Toole Auxiliary No. 17  
attended the Remembrance Day  
activities at Gettysburg, PA.   
Remembrance Day celebrates the  
anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s  
Gettysburg Address given November 
19, 1863.  This year marked its 155th  
anniversary. 
 
Despite threats made for the second 
year in a row, the Remembrance Day 
Parade went off with no incidents.  
While taking a different route through 

the streets of Gettysburg, it still  
attracted about two thousand  
spectators. 
 
Earlier, the 62nd Annual Remembrance 
Day Memorial Service took place at the 
Grand Army of the Republic Memorial 
in the Gettysburg Military Park. This 
memorial is also referred to as the 
Woolson Memorial in honor of the last 
surviving member of the GAR.   
McReynolds was prominently seated in 
the first row next to Commander-in-
Chief Donald W. Shaw. It was a very 
cold day and thankfully members 
shared hand warmers to help keep 
body parts as warm as possible.  
 
The Philadelphia Brigade Band  
performed the National Anthem as well 
as other period music as wreaths were 
laid at the memorial by leaders of the 
various organizations of the Allied  
Orders of the Grand Army of the  
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Republic.  SUVCW Commander-in-Chief Donald W. Shaw gave the principal address prior to the 
many floral tributes being laid. 
 
During the ceremony, Robert F. Costello portrayed Abraham Lincoln and recited the Gettysburg 

Address.   Also, Michael E. Crutcher, Sr. portrayed Frederic Douglass and recited the address 
Douglass gave at the dedication of the Graves of the Unknown Dead at Arlington, VA on May 30, 
1871. 
 
After dark, there was the Illuminations Ceremony at Soldiers’ National Cemetery in Gettysburg.  
This ceremony involves lights placed at each grave in the cemetery.  It is both beautiful and  
inspiring.  This year was the first in three years that weather allowed the ceremony to take place. 
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Finally, the Sons of Veterans Reserve sponsored a Civil War Ball with period dress at the Eisenhow-
er Inn and Conference Center.  It was an event enjoyed by all who attended. 
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The Department of Tennessee of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) held its 
24th Annual Encampment on Saturday, February 16th, at the headquarters of the Tennessee  
Genealogical Society in Germantown, TN.  The purpose of this meeting is to conduct the business 
of the Department and to elect officers for the coming year.  National Commander-in-Chief 
(CinC) Donald W. Shaw was in  
attendance.  Department  
Commander Ben Jones III of the 
Sultana Camp in Memphis chaired 
the meeting. 
 
During the meeting, several awards 
were presented, including three that 
went to local camps and to one local 
individual.  Selected the most  
outstanding camp in the Department 
was the President Andrew Johnson 
Camp No. 70 in Greeneville, TN.  
The Johnson Camp is a new camp 
chartered in March 2018 that gained 
regional attention with its meeting to 
receive its charter in November 2018 
that included guest Dr. Curt Fields 
who portrayed both General and 
President Ulysses S. Grant.  The  
Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 
39, based in Maryville, was  
presented the award for most outstanding newsletter, McTeer’s Loyal Mountaineers.  And final-
ly, local McTeer Camp Commander and East Tennessee historian David McReynolds was  
presented the Charles Engle Award as the member of the Department who most represents the 
ideals of the SUVCW – Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. 
 
Officers for 2019-2020 include Roger A. Tenney of the Fort Donelson Camp in Nashville as  
Commander, David Du Brucq of the Army of the Tennessee Camp in Murfreesboro as Senior Vice 
Commander, Skip Rexrode of the Sultana Camp in Memphis as Junior Vice Commander, David 
McReynolds of the McTeer Camp in Maryville as Treasurer, George Andrew Huttick of the Fort 
Donelson Camp as Secretary and Gary M. Burke of the Donelson Camp as Chaplain. 
 
CinC Shaw installed the officers using the ritual of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War as 

Sultana Camp Hosts 24th Annual  
Department Encampment in   

Germantown 
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handed down by its founding organization, the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), whose members 
had a great influence on the nation and its politics in the years after the Civil War.  Five members of 
the GAR became President of the United States, including Ulysses Grant, Rutherford Hayes, James 
Garfield, Benjamin Harrison and William McKinley. 
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National Freedom Day commemorates the 

date – February 1, 1865 – when Abraham 

Lincoln, who was the nation's president at 

the time, signed a joint resolution that    

proposed the 13th amendment to the Unit-

ed States Constitution. The amendment 

was made to outlaw slavery and was        

ratified on December 18, 1865. 

Major Richard Robert Wright Senior, a for-

mer slave who founded the National Free-

dom Day Association, played a crucial role 

in creating the observance. Major Wright 

was deemed as a community leader in Phil-

adelphia and was active in education, the 

media, business and politics. He hoped to 

see a day that would be dedicated to        

Patriotic Instruction:   
National Freedom Day 
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celebrating freedom for all Americans. 

The first commemoration of such a day took 

place on February 1, 1942, although it was 

not made into law yet. A tradition of laying a 

wreath at Liberty Bell also began. On June 

30, 1948, President Harry Truman signed a 

bill to proclaim February 1 as the first official 

National Freedom Day in the United States. 

Many people in the United States reflect on 

and remember the importance of freedom on 

National Freedom Day. The United States 

president may annually issue a proclamation 

on the day. Some educational institutions 

may incorporate themes relating to National 

Freedom Day as part of class discussion, 

readings, and other learning activities that 

explore the importance of the day and its 

history. 

Information on local celebrations or events 

that center on National Freedom Day may be 

publicized prior to and on February 1. For 

some people, it is a time to promote good 

will, equality, and to appreciate freedom. 

Wreath-laying at the Liberty Bell has also 

been a tradition to mark National Freedom 

Day for many years. Other events include an-

nual breakfasts, luncheons, musical enter-

tainment, film screenings, and literature 

meetings that explore the theme about free-

dom. 

 

***** 
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Dear Brothers,  
 
As we begin 2019, we need to make a commitment to ourselves to work harder to support the ideals of 

our order—Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, and to work harder to support the events our camp chooses 

to participate.  It is in our hands whether we are able to teach even a few the history of our nation and 

the tragedies of the Civil War on both sides.  East Tennessee was a Union stronghold during the years 

leading up to the war, at the start of the war and throughout the war.  I believe the current citizens of 

our area have lost sight of that fact.  We can teach history.  We can preserve the graves of the heroic vet-

erans who fought.  We can demonstrate living history.  Let’s pledge to do our best this year to do all 

these things.  If we do, then we can look back in 2020 at a very successful year for our camp.  Awards do 

not matter.  Action does matter.  We have the people to do a lot so let’s do it.  

 
 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 
 

Col. David McReynolds 
 

From the Commander 
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The Work of Our  
Graves Registration Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Richard Holmes had the honor to install two military markers for Corporal Samuel Clark, 
Battery L, 1st U.S. Colored Heavy Artillery and Corporal Isaac Heiskell, Battery A, 1st 
U.S. Colored Heavy Artillery. They were in unmarked graves at Mount Bethel Baptist 
Church in Sweetwater, TN. A great big thank you goes to Kira Coleman, Patrick Gaines, 
Kam Coleman, Carter Holmes and Kelly Holmes.   
 
Richard Holmes is Graves Registration Officer for our McTeer Camp and for the  
Department of Tennessee of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  I’ve lost count 
but I bet he’s found and marked over 100 graves of mostly Union veterans from the Civil 
War.  In 2017, he was recognized with a Community History Award from the East Ten-
nessee Historical Society.  Let’s give Brother Holmes one great big Huzzah for his unre-
lenting service to preserve the memory of those who served. 

 



 

Replaced two markers on September 8, 2018 with the help of the Roane County Knights  
Lacrosse Club at the Paint Rock Baptist Church.  The veterans honored were Captain Amos 
Marney, Co. A, 2nd Tennessee Infantry and John David Pope, Co. E, 139th Indiana Infantry. 



 

McTeer Member and  
World War II Hero  

Clinton Riddle 

One of the greatest men alive. PFC  
Clinton Riddle is one of the last  
surviving glider infantrymen that dropped in-
to Normandy. On June 6, 1944, Riddle and his 
mates landed in a field near Chef du Pont, 
Normandy. He then spent 33 days in combat. 
He also participated in the Netherlands and 
Rhine drops. If that isn’t enough, Riddle also 
fought near Bastogne during the Battle of the 
Bulge. Please join all of us in thanking PFC 
Riddle for his service and our freedom.   To 
the right is a picture from November 11, 2017 
when we honored PFC Riddle’s union Civil 
War ancestor with a headstone memorial  
service and welcomed him into the fellowship 
of the McTeer Camp.    He returned to  
Normandy in 2018 and has plans for another 
trip next year (2020). 
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Calendar 
 
Second Tuesday of Every Month - 
 
Remember to come to our Camp Mess meetings that are held at Puleo’s Restaurant in Alcoa, 

TN starting at 12:45 PM.  We do most of our planning at these lunch meetings and they are a 

great opportunity to spend time together building upon the brotherhood of the order.   Up-

coming meetings are on March 12 and April 9, 2019. 

 
 

 
From the Editor: 
 
I need your help to publish the best newsletter possible for our Camp.  That means 

you, the members, submitting articles for publication or even just ideas that  

interest you and that you would like to see included in the newsletter in some way.  

One person can not do it alone.  We must work together or the newsletter will 

simply fade away.  I do not want that to happen.  Its in your hands.  Please help! 

 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 

 

David McReynolds 
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Calendar 
Be sure and visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org.  Updates are posted on the 
web site as more information comes in. 

 
13 April 2019, 10 a.m., Lincoln Tomb Ceremony, Springfield, IL.  The host 

hotel is the Doubletree by Hilton Abraham Lincoln Hotel. 

 

8—11 August 2019,  The 2019 National Encampment Host Committee 

would like to invite you all to come and attend the 2019 National  

Encampment of the ASUVCW and SUVCW, and also visit the beautiful city 

of Cleveland and its surrounding areas.  The host hotel is the Doubletree 

by Hilton Cleveland in Independence, Ohio.  The web site for more  

information is www.2019nationalencampment.org.  If you’ve never been 

to a National Encampment, I encourage you to go.  It is a great experience 

for a member of our Order and it is also a great learning experience into 

how our Order works.   

 

17 August 2019,  East Tennessee History Fair, Krutch Park and Market 

Square, Knoxville, TN.  Approximately 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Volunteers  

needed! 

 

14—17 November 2019, Remembrance Day activities in Gettysburg, PA.  

On November 16th, the SVR sponsored parade will once again appear on 

the streets of Gettysburg.  That night, the graves in the national cemetery 

are illuminated which produces a stunning visual event.  There are many 

ceremonies and grave site and memorial presentations.  Saturday night is 

a Civil War Ball at the Wyndam Hotel  
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David McReynolds, Editor 
4323 Near Shore Drive 
Louisville, TN 37777 

MCTEER’S LOYAL 
MOUNTAINEERS 

 

• It’s easy to join the SUVCW.  Hereditary membership is available to a male descendant over 
age 14 of a Union soldier, sailor, marine or member of the Revenue Cutter Service between 12 
April 1861 and 9 April 1865.  You may either be a direct descendent or descended from a broth-
er or sister of the person who served.   

• Associate membership is available to men who do not have the ancestry to qualify for heredi-
tary membership. 

• Junior hereditary or associate memberships are also available to males 6-14 years old. 

• One option is go to the national website (www.suvcw.org), click on the “Membership” tab and 
follow the directions to access and submit an application.  Be sure to include your interest in 
our camp—Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, Department of Tennessee. 

• Or, you can  go to our Camp Website, www.mcteer39.org, fill out a Camp Application, print it 
and follow the directions to submit it directly to our camp for rapid processing. 

• Or you can message us on Facebook or just express your interest to any current SUVCW mem-
ber.  They will be glad to help you. 

• Or, simply contact our Junior  Vice Commander Doug Fidler at dkfidler@charter.net.  This 
method is likely the most efficient and economical path to membership. 

 

National Organization: 
www.suvcw.org 
 
Department and camp web sites may be accessed 
by clicking “Depts. & Camps” on the national 
website.   
 
Look for us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/McTeerCamp
No.39/ 
 

Visit our Camp Website at 
www.mcteer39.org! 

We are on the 
Web!!! 

To: 

How to Join the SUVCW 


